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PREFACE. 



Sii^cte so many books have already been written for the use 
of young persons, it may be asked, Why is one more added to 
the number'] Perhaps the author of this may not inipropoi-ly re- 
ply by proposing another question, since so maiiy are employed 
in the ministry of the gospel, why i^an increase in tho nuiaber 
of labourers continually desiredl Because the harvest is great, 
the field is the world, and in that wide field there is room for 
the exertions of thousands or of millions more, than have ever 
yet been eng^ed in labouring within its ample round. I'hough 
many pious writers have sought to promote the welfare of 
young persons, by serious publications, particularly addressed 
to them, yet how many thousands, how many millions are there, 
who speak the EngUsh language, into whose hands theese publi- 
cations never passed. Multitudes of the rising generation now 
exist in Britain, to whom the endeared names of Doddridge, 
Jennings, Fawcett, and others, who have written for the young, 
are quite unknown. And, possibly, the Most High may deign 
to make this little volume, the instrument of enUghtening some 
youthful mind, that is altogether unacquainted with the works 
of much more distinguished writers. 

The author of this book has no expectation of its being ap- 
plauded, for elegance of language or the beauties of imagina- 
tion. He has not written seeking human applause as his re- 
ward; for what is human applause? the applause of a world 
whose duration is a span; — oi a world that will soon vanish 
away like smoke; — of a world whose very existence may b© 
next to forgotten by the soul, in the distant and interminable 
scenes of eternity. The minister of the gospel meets with tho 
best commendation not when the discourse he may have deliv- 
ered from the pulpit or the press is much admired, much ap- 
plauded, but when the sinner becomes dissatisfied with himself 
and his pursuits; when the prodigal says, ** I will arise and go 
to my father;*' when the penitent weeps in secret, over the 
crimes that have been brought to his review. Such applause 
the writer covets, and for such he does not hesitate to pray. lie 
freely confesses that it is his desire to do something for promo- 
ting the kingdom of Christ beyond the narrow hraits of his own 
i^ongregation, and the conlined space of a few short years. 
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In composing the tubsequent pages, it has heen the Anthor'ff 
wish to imitate th^ aerious plainness, which prevails in the wri. 
tin^, of some of those eminent men, who lived a century and a 
half or two centuries ago; rather than the more polished but 
much less impressive manner of the present age. Gospel truth 
is now often hold forth in so refined a style, that the offence of 
the cross ceases, the force of divine truth is lost, it is little bet- 
ter than the mere wisdom of words, and has not much more ef- 
fect than sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. 

How far the writer of this little book has succeeded in his 
aim, must now be 1^ to the decision of God. If he deign t9 
employ it as an instrument of advartotng his cause, ii will b« 
successful; but if be have nothing for ilt to do^ the soener it shdl 
sink into oblivion thebett^. 
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PERSl/ASIVEfll 

TO 

EABIiY PIETY. 



8ect. 1. Introductory Addrets t<> tfvtf Toting Reader....^. 2. 
Vrzyav for a divine btesnn^ on the work....s. 3. Fi-ajrer for . 
tile Y^MAg^ Keaxt«r....s. 4; Ail aocoUttT off the plan pursued iit 
tire following Chapters. 

S^jCfT. 1» My doa# y^vmg ^end, if a person covl^ 
r>Be from tht dead to* speak t& you, could come from 
tk^ other world to tell youivfaat he had tieen there, how 
attentively would you listen to hid discourse, and how 
imich would yoU he atfecledby iti Yet a messeBger from 
the dead could not tell you more important thing?, than 
'fiiose to which I now beseech you to^tend. I come to 
aslt you to give your heart to Goir, I come to invite you to 
follow the divine J^xdiuimes- nowf t eome to en.tjreat 
you to walk in the pieeeant path of early piety. O that 
I could, with all the feryour of a dyings man, beseech 
you to attend to your only great concerns T for of how lit- 
tle consequence is- this poor transient world to you^ who 
have an eternal world to mind 4-^11 is- not to a trifle that I 
call your attention but i6 ^ifmDr Hfe,* your all, your 
eternal all, your God, your Saviour, your heaven, yout 
every thingy that is wosth a thought or wish. Do not 
let a stranger- be more anxious than yourself for' your 
eternal welfare; If ytm have- becA thoughtless hidiero 
to, be sericfus now. It is time yOu werer so. Vou have 
wasted years enough. Think of Sir Francis ^"alsing*- 
ham's words, " While wer laugh all thittga are: seriona 
around us. God is. serioua' whcr pceservee up 'and has 

*D©at. xJOBt. 47.,feed by L^odgle 
|L5 
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patience foWaroi Vi»; Cbrist is 0enou9 wh6 shh^ hi$ 
btood for us; the Holy Spirit is seridus when be strives 
with us: the whole creation is serious in serving God 
and us; a^ are serious in another world; how suitable 
then is it for man to be serious! and how can we bd 
gay and trifling?*' Do you smile at this grave address, 
and say this is the cant of enthusiasm? O think that 
those who laughed at these solemn truths, when the 
last hundred years began, now laugh no more! The 
friendly warning may be neglected, and the truths of 
the Bible disbelieved, but death and eternity will soon 
force on the most careless heart, a deep conviction^ 
that religion is the one thing needful. 

Yes, my young friend, one thing is needful; so said 
the Lord of life, needful to vou* to me, to all. The 
living neglect it, but the dead know its value. Every 
saint in heaven feels the worth of religion, though 
f)artaking of the blessings to which it leads; and every 
soul in hell knows its value by its want. It is only (•! 
earth that triflers are to be found: and will you be one 
of them? God forbid! 

Read I beseech you this little t>Qok with serious 
prayer. Remember that it is your welfare which is 
pought. I wish you to be happy here, and when titne 
ia past, happy for ever. Fain would I persuade you to 
seek a. refuge in the skies, and frieTxlB that never fail. 
I plead with you the cause of my God and my Redeem- 
er; and your own cause also, and let me. not plead in 
vain. It has been said that a celebrated counsellor, on 
discerning in the countenance of a juryman, something 
which he thought unfavorable to the cause of his cli- 
ent, was so much affected that he fainted. My young 
friend I plead with you a more imperlant cause, than 
was ever conducted before an earthly judge. Not one . 
which concerns time only, but which concerns a long 
eternity. Not one on which a little wealth or reputa- 
tion depends; but-oneon which your eternal poverty or 
etemai riches, eternal glory or eternal, shame, a smiling 
or a frowning God, an etemai heaven, or an eternal 
hell, are all depending. And it is your cause I plead 
and not my own, and shall I- plead your cause to youis* 

If in vain! Q my God forbid that I shouybogle 
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[ 1 kn<yw, tny young Iriencl, how apf we are to read the 
most serious calls as if they were mere formal things, 
<jf little more consequence to us than the trifles record^ 
ed in a newspaper; but do not thus read this littl^ 
book. Believe me, I am in earnest with you, and read, 
I entreat you, what ^sllows, as a serious message which 
I have from God for j^ou; and let such considerations 
as the following persuade you to attend. 
. Consider what will be your thoughts of the advicft 
here given you a hundred years hence. Doubtless lon^ 
before that time, yol will haVe done with this world 
for ever. Then yoiir now vigorous and youthful body 
will be turned to dust, and your name probably forgot- 
ten upoji earth; yet your immortal soul will be living 
in another world; and far more sensible of joy or grief 
than it can possibly be now. Then, my young friend, 
what will you think of this friendly warning? How hap- 
py will you be if you have followed the advice it con- 
tains. Fancy not that it will be then forgotten. Call« 
and mercies forgotten here must be remembered theret 
when every sin is brought to the sinner's memory. If 
liow you think me over-earnest, you will not then en- 
tertain the same opinion. If you now slight this hum- 
ble effort for promoting your salvation, and carelessly, 
or contemptuously throw this book aside, or read it 
and forget it, then, if ten thousand worlds were youwt 
they would appear a little trifle, for another season of 
salvation, litee that you now enjoy; and which perhaps 
you now waste: but -now is your day of grace, then 
another generation will have theirs. 

Think, again that while you are reading this, thou- 
sands are rejoicki^ in heaven, that they, in past years, 
attended to sueh earnest calls. Once they were as 
careless as you may have been, but divine gra#fe' dispos- 
ed them to listen to the word of life. They regarded 
the warnings addressed to them; they found salvation; 
they are eone to rest; and now with what pleasure may 
they re<3oilect the fervent sermon, or the little book, 
that, under God, first ' awakened^ their attention, and 
first imijressed their hearty Abou"t one hundred and fif- 
ty years ago a gentleman went into the shop of a Mr 
Boulter, a London Bookseller, to ij[i<iuire fot som 
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vl^. Mp. S9u{ior tdd him h» ^i m^m^ but fl20i«e4 
$iin Mr. Fl:|.v4> li^Ue U9i^t»e of «< Ksepjog thp Qeart;" 
«ntr^9.tied ^^ to read it, and ^l^w^red l^uvi tb»^ it woiUA 
do him more goodtb^n i^Iajs. T^e gpntl^oipftn rfiad t^€ 
TitliB, ^^d gl^iioiRg at difiejre^ F^fif a «93d> Mno^gf otbei^ 
f xpirOs^ioDs, ^< what 9k fanatic wfMi he. who ina^e this 
hook.'* Mr. BpuUer itdvised fiivsi to rofid i^» *»a #8s\ir» 
ed him be had po cause to eei^aure k so bitterly. If ^ 
bought it, but sfiid he wMd not rqad it. ** What will 
you do Ij^ith it thii»,?' said the frkndiy bookfiallpr? •* f 
wi]X tear and hum k.'*' «aid ho^ ^' i^nd send it to thqf 
devil" Mr. fiiovlter told him tbo|| he ^^d ^ bavQ 
it. Upon thia tho gentleman proBli»9d to cead it. A«^ 
bout a month ^ftej*, in o, very modest habiit, h$ wi^^ 
9gain Lo (he shQ^v %nd ^pobo tp llr. Pointer to thiif 
oiTeet, <* I most beAFtiJy th^nl^ yo^ for putting th^ hook 
into my hiui.dflr-rl bless Crod tb«t i«oved you to do i^-^ 
blessed be Qod thai over I Cf^iopO iolo yo^r «hop>" an4 
then ho bougM % hundred laapv^ of the ^tme hpoHst tQ 
give to those wh^ could sot buy thav. How ^iieb 
happier, my youyg frioi\d, 19 he of whom ^ou hove beeft 
rending now, thftn be would have b«»i *f hp h%4 <?ou* 
tinued the saino thoughtless creatwe ae he was, wheii 
he entered the bookseller's Shop. Ji^ow, though to v§ 
bid name is unknown, we have reaaon to believe, he 
forms ono of tho eompa^^y e.bo^e; but had he ooo^invod 
to wajsfe hie ileeting years, he mighty in be|pel0S0 misery, 
have been wiehing i? vain, fof those pr^oiQus houre h« 
had wasted oq plays and romaiiees and novels. Had he 
slighted good Mr. QaOu|ter's advice, h« might i»ow in 
hell have been, lamenting hjii fhlly^ Yes, think that 
while yj>u are reading this little book» nfiilions of wretch* 
ftd aoul^in utter diM'kq.e^d aud despair, are eursing that 
jlesper^ madae^s* whjob led them to turn a deaf ear 
to such friendly w^rnii^^ Oi^pe addireesod to them. O 
pay youhg friend, \ beseoch you by lh« jovs of saints in 
heaven, and by th^ tevrore of qim^M m holl^ triHe not 
with this affectio^ete enll 

Consider IVirtbernrIf you were g^ing a journey you 

would make prepaietiona for. it. Would yeu not if going 

*o travel only one or two hundred miiS»9^ and were von 

^U8 far from hmve^ would AQt your tbaughts \k% oueii 



th€t€} tLtii if bbgtractiond Itiy in the Way ClkartKre«t«tTed 
to prevent ydur ever returfting, wonld you iiot exert all 
your skill atid poWer to remove them ? And ard you indeed 
-only ft stranger and traveller upon earth? Are you only 
'^ing fdrwaras through a little span of time to ari eter- 
nal wdrld? And there to find an endless abodie, amidst 
;llic deeped soYrdW or the ra«st perfect joy? And do< 
* many things unite to hinder you from reaching the 
Kingdom of Heaven? is tliis the case? Indeed it is. 
And will you go forward thoughtless whither yoir are 
^ing? Thoughtless of what awaits you on your entrfince 
■dii that unseeii ivorld, that unseeri, unknown, endless 
ivorld df joy unspeakable, or of grief beyond e:»prea- 
inoil. 

Were ymur s«nl ^triisted te another's care^ wduld 
you not complaiil of his cruelty, if you saw one begging 
iiim to seek its happiness, and perceived him lurning a 
"deaf ear to the requesf, dnd careless whether you were 
^aved or dar^ned? Would you not cry otit, ** O unhap- 
py cr^turc that I am,> to have my eteriial all entrusted 
to a wretch so cruel, that he will see me sink into the 
-]5lt of destriiction, to spend a dreary etertiity there,. 
<(odner than give himself any care ot concern about Iny 
eternal happiness^" Would such be your complaint in 
this case ? be net then . by osielessness more' cruel t^ 
yourself. ^. 

While th<^6fore, in wliat folldws, T would address - 
you with ailectionate eamefstness, 1 owo^ more entreat 
you seriously t6 re|fard, the plain but important truths 
I may present 16 yoii ; and ibrgive me that I am not 
earnest enough when speaking to you on things of ever- 
lastiiig cons^<j[uerice. ^Id ivo but feel the thousandth 
part of the worth of an iibratdrtal soul, I might dbhor 
rttyself for writing so tioldly, and you blush and be coii- 
fbunded, at haviug ever needed warning and advice to 
lead you 16 seek its welfare. It is iinpossible to be 
earnest enough with you: if yi»u ever know the worth 
frt" ttue piety yea wil! be convince'd that it is. Did we 
s^e '"thousands asleep onUhe brink of a precipice, and 
some every momoieitt i&Uing and dyings could we tdo 
passionately eiideavor to awaken tlio^ not yet undone ? 
4y my ytt^tng bioud, if ywthxve ^tn% caieless trifler 
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with the Gos(pel of Christ, darigcr infeiitely Worse, eter- 
nal danger threatens you. Awake, awake, I beseech 
yon, awake! Awake before it is too lat€! before eter- 
nity seats your doom! before God forgets to be gracious 1 
Aw&ke ! as in the sight of God I call on you* awake ! 
Act not the sluggard's part! say not a little more sleep, 
a. little more slumbet ! Close not your eyes to sleep in 
ein again! lest 



-you should shortly feel, 



The sleeper sleeps no more in hell. 

Awake ! T beseech you, and b^gin to mind that one 
thing, which is so needful to you, that food is not half 
so needful to the poor wretch perishing of hiinger; nor 
help to him that is sinking in the sea, or scorching in 
the flames. Perhaps all I urge to gain your attention 
is urged in vain. And shall it be so?- Will you slight 
' your God, and make your own destruction sure ? Will 
3^ou be a more cruel enemy to yourself than even dev- 
ils themselves could possibly be to you? Alas! if you 
will what must be your condition soon ! Yet deny me 
not one request, — Look up to God and join with me in 
the prayer that follows ; and then beg his mercy, on 
yourself. 

Sect. 2. A Prayer for the divine blessing on this hook* 

Ever blessed and most gracious God, thy smile is life, 
thy frown is death. Thou hast access to every heart, 
and knowest every thought of every creature in thy 
wide dominions. Look down from thine eternal throne, 
and teach one of the meanest of thy creatures to sup- 
plicate thy mercies. Without thy love we must be poor 
in the midst of plenty; and wretched in the midst -of 
lyorldly joy; whilst in thy love is pleasure, though in 
the midst of pain ; and wealth in the midst of worldly 
poverty. He that knows thee and loves thee, though 
he die on the dungliill, is infinitely richer and happier 
than. the king who rules the widest empire, but knows 
thee not. Thou art our only happiness, yet have mo 
not sought good in thee. Thou art our bliss, yet have 
we b'd thee depart. Thou hast the first and most rea-^ 
enable claim upon ;our hearts, yet by nature those 
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hearts are shut ag^amst thee. But if thou hast blessed 
him that indites this prayer, with the knowledge of thy- 
self, ble^s those who may read or utter it with the same 
heavieiily knowledge. Great God, thou only knowest 
what id man. A fallen miserable wretch; a wilful 
child add slave of sin; a deserving heir of wrath and 
woe. Thy heavenly pity has opened for him a way of 
life, but how few are they who ^nd it; and ah,.no hand 
but thine can guide the sinner into that peaceful path. 
Hard is the heart thy goodness does not melt— no rock 
«o hard. Cold is the heart thy kindness does not warm 
—no ice so cold; yet, alas! great God, such is natural- 
ly every human heart. ' Such* was his whom thou hast 
inclined to write this little volume ; and such . his who 
reads it. But thou hast power to soften the rock^ and 
melt the ice, and change the heart; and hast thou not 
the desire. Merciful Maker, hast thou not sworn as I 
Kve I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 
that the wicked turn from his way and live. Thou hast 
tiaid, " Look unto me and be ye saved all ye ends of 
the earth;''* and thousand?, now ifi glory, have experi- 
enced thy saving power. The feeblest instruments can 
in thy hand perforn#the mightiest works. A pebble 
and a sling can bring down to the duet thy proudest fpe. 
Now then compaseioiiate God, display thy power to 
save. Grant that some ^^ho read this book may yield 
•. to ;ts persuasions, and earnestly regard their best con- 
cerns. By feeble instrtiments thou hast awakened many 
a thoughtless heart; and if this be the feeblest of the 
feeble yet magnify thy power and mercy by making it 
to one soul (O might it be to many!) a solemn and 
awakening call. Let some pf its readers learn the end 
/or which it was given, and O let them not sleep the 
sleep of sin and death, till awakened by judgment and 
destruction. Gracious God teach them that life is not 
given to be trifled and sinned away^ -By the power of 
the Gospel, subdue the stony heart,' and break the rock 
of ice. With a voice, effectual as that which shall wake 
the dead, bid the dead in sin arise and live. Bid the 
young sinner, that may read this volume flee from the 
wrath to come. ** let not sin and death resist thee.*^. 
I/9t not Satan successfully oppose thee. Let not thfr 
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diubbdni lieart f^f^e ftiea AdmitUttee. But, God o£ 
mercy, by thy oonqtidrhtg S^k, make this little book» 
which in itself is feeble as a reedi powerful to lead to 
penitence, prayer and conversion eeme, youthful wan-* 
derer from the paths of peaee. O tho.u who pitiea 
Wretched men, teach the young read^s of tbis boodi to^ 
pity themselves. Let them Hot by ^ and foll^ mak^ 
Oven immortality a curse. Let them not despise thy; 
gracious calls, nor trample oU Ihy dj^ing love. Over 
them let not heii rejoice' and heaven: mourn; but let the 
angels that dweH in thv presence, and the aaint» that 
surround thy throne ^xuit ov0r domo penitent awakened 
by this feeble instrument ; some youth embraomg thcr 
gospel of thy Schi and finding ^V6ry good in him. Great 
God grant this request. O let the sorrows of the Sav- 
iour urge it. O let the intercession of the Saviour ob* 
tain it. O let the influences of the Spirit aocomplisb 
what is thus desired; for blessed Lord it is here devout* 
ly acknowledged that without that Spirit, *• books are 
jsenseless scrawls, studies are dreams, learning is a glow-* 
worm, and wit is but wantonness, impertinency and 
folly." , And O may it iteem meet to thy divine Majes-^ 
ty, to grant that When he whoi# tliou art pleased to 
make! the author of this book, has finished his course, 
and when the tongue, thou art now permitting to speak 
for thoe, shaU be silent in the grave, that then, thougli 
dead, he may yet speak in the foUowing pages; and 
when seen and heard no more on earth, may yet con.; 
tinne to c*ll on the young to " remember their Cre- 
otar in the days of their p&uth.^* If this be a sin- 
ful ambition, compasstonato God, for Jesue' sake, for- 
five it; but if it be a desire which thy Spirit has pro- 
ttCedJ^ the writer's heart, for Jesus' sake grant th4 
#equ^. Bestow thy Spirit, O God of loviei. Bestow 
those blessed influences, O thou Saviour of mankind, 
who hsst recoived gifts for meii. Bestow them O Fa- 
ther and Lord of all, and bring some youthful sinner to 
the feet of thy crucified Son. Though it be but one, 
grant that one may go to hhn for life. But O again 
permit the petition, that if it please thee, the persuasion 
and motives for early piety here presented to the young, 
may be effectual to the conversion of many; and that 
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«iaii]r who siiafi cead ttonttay 1>0 UA to* fenm; i^n4 lie 
•found tfi hftVe their names written in the book of Jife, 
ivhen iime shall have erased every UAine, that id writ- 
ten even upon rpQks baloW. 

And now, O God of grace, hear th^e 8i]|)plicatioQ; and 
ieach the young reader with sincerity of heart, to join 
in tfaAt' which follows. Grant this, great God, for hip 
sake who died on Calvary below, who lives, and reigns, 
uid pleads fpr man above; and whose is the kmgdom, 
the power, and the glory, for ever a^d for ever. Amen, 

Sect 8. J. prayer fbr young ptersons^ imploring 
the divine blessing upon fh^maelv^s uxhile reading this 
hook. 

Qreat God thou seest me, a yoimg and thoughtIes^ 
creature. Young as I am in years yet far have I gone 
4n sin. So far that thou mightest justly have said with 
l*espeot to me, *'Out down that cumberer of the ground;*' 
and had that dreadful sentence been lon^ ago pronovuv- 
lied ^d executed, I must have owned it just. My years 
i^re few, but my sins are many; more numerous are 
they than my days or hours, more c^ountless than the 
baiia of my head. Al^> blessed Go4> what a part have 
i acted! I have received life from thee, and employed 
jt in neglecting and sinning against thee. I might hav^ 
died from the womb, or seen the light and closed my 
^yes in death, but thou didst watch over me in infancy^ 
4idst guard me in childhood, and bast brought me to 
the blooming days of youth ; and how have I requited 
thee. Wretch that I have been to requite thy love witfe 
ingratitude, thy goodness with neglect. Distracted 
creature that f have been, to spend the flower of my 
years in grieving thee my best friend; in pleasing Sal- 
tan, niy mfemal foe; and in undoing my own immortal 
^ul. O make me sensible of my sin; teach me to hty 
^A^ail and loathe my folly; and help me to fpisake it. 
Now let me begin to live that (^e which ea a dying 
bed I shall wish to have lived. Merci&l God, thoa 
fiast spared, me in mercy; let me not appear to havQ 
been spared in vain; but let my life, which has been 
Itoo long spent without thee, npw be devoted to thee^ 
Pour out thy Spijot qi\ ute, for ho alo^o ^an te«ch mo 
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what thou art. Give me to thy Son, and thy Son to 
me. Thou art permitting me in this little Book to read 
a serious 'invitation to early piety. Teach me to regard 
the truths I read; and may I read them with a devout 
and attentive mind. May the persuasions and motives 
here presented to me reach my heart; and may I when 
I reach the conclusion of this book, be no longer the 
thoughtless creature I have hitherto been; but may I 
be found to have chosen that good part, which none 
can take away. But, ah great God, what am I that I 
should speak of reaching the conclusion even of this lit- 
tle book. Though I have read its first pages, I know 
pot that I shall live to read its last. Toung and vigor- 
ous as I may now be, perhaps, before I can reach its 
end, my time may be finished, my eyes clothed in death, 
and my soul called to meet thee my long neglected and 
much injured God. O then teach m6 to be wise- with- 
out delay. Teach me what religion is,* and enable me 
to choose it as my portion. Teach me what I am, and 
lead me to Jesus Christ thy once crucified but now ex- 
alted Son. O make me thine. O Saviour make me 
■thine. O God of glory make me thine without delay, 
and teach me all thy will. Then whatever be the in- 
strument that awakens my soul, thine shall be the praise, 
for it is thy work and the glory is just^ thine. 

Hear me O thou most merciful Father, and wash my 
sins away in atoning blood ; hear me and let my youth 
from this day be devoted to thee; hear me, for the sake 
of thy beloved Son; and now to Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, as to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the 
only wise -God, be glory and dominion, world without 
end. Amen. • 

Sect. 4. Having, my young frieftd, sought God's bles- 
sing, allow me now to explain to you the plan, I design 
to follow in this little work. As my object is to per- 
suade you to devote your youth to God, it is needful for 
me to address you as one whom I may suppose to be 
negligent of that "best- of blessings, humble piety. I 
shall therefore endeavour first to show you what is your 
natural condition, (Chap. 2.) and here with all plain* 
ness and affection, I would point out to you how ex- 
tremely lost and wretched is. your state. 
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Afiter taking this general riew of your condition, I would 
iatreat yoa to accompany me while I descend ny^re in- 
to particulars^ (Chap. S.). and set before you some of 
the more common dma of youth. • I would then point 
you to the .Lamb of God, who alone has power to de- ' 
lirer you from the state described; and would represent 
to you the nature of true piety, (Chap. 4.) Pursuing 
this subject, I would. (Chap. 5.) afiectionately warn you 
against those delusive supports, on which many rest to 
their eternal ruin ; and that merely forihal religion;, 
which deceives the souls of multitudes. When I have 
thus described to you what religion is, I would urge (\fi 
you the infinite importaiice of early piety, by showing 
you (Chap. 6.) the worth of your soul. By referring 
(Chap. 7.) to the advice of. .the Eternal God. By dis» 
playing to you (Chap. 8.) the love of God and Christ. 
By setting before you (Chap. 9.) the peculiar accepta- 
bleness of early piety. By enumerating (Chap. 10.)* 
some of its numberless advantages. By glancin'^ (Chap. 
11. ) at some of its pleasures. By conducting you (Chap. 
12.) to take a view of the happy conclusion of a life of 
religion ; an^ attempting (Chap. 13.) an imperfect de- 
scription of that heaven and that eternity to which 
Religion condu^ithe soul. But fearing that in many 
instances, all tliHleasing motives which these consid- 
erations yield, may be of no avaii ; I shall then present 
to you reasons Cor Religion, drawn from very opposite 
sowrces. I would here show you (Chap. 14.) that while 
you neglect early piety you are destitute of all real 
good^ and in want of all that should, make you happy. 
Twould describe to you (Chap. .15.) the unkindness and 
ingratitude Tisible in such a com-se.to God, and its cru- 
eky to yourself. I would show (Chap. 16. > the vanity 
of youth ; and j(Chap. 17.) the sorrows and dangers 
tl^at attend thi9 way of transgressors. 1 would remind 
you (Chap. 18.) of the approach, to the most careless, 
of judgment and eternity : and (Chap* 19.) would 
glance at the dismal abode of eternal wretchedness to 
which youthful sips would lead you. Having finished 
this part of the book I would then (Chap. 20.) urge on 
^ou to inquire what, and whose you really are ; and, * 
if you ha VQ. not chosen true Religion, would aflection- , 
jitely beseech you to choose it without delav. But;, 
V B 
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Rjiowing how . many objections are started against 
early piety, 1 propose (Chap. 21.) to state and answer 
some of the principal of these. Having noticed these, 
permit me to /occupy a few more lines, (Chap. 22.) in- 
treating you, wUhoulf delay y to make your choice; and 
then (Chap. 23.) to conclude the whole with a few di- 
rections to the young christian,, and some brief ad- 
dresses to persons of several- different descriptions,. 
, And now may God in unspeakable mercy make this 
little book promote his glory^ aod your eternal ben- 
efit. — Ai2ieTL 



OBAFTE& ZZ. 

The fallen and ruined state of man. ">■- 

A convictloT) of the truth of the subsequent statement most im- 
portant, Sr l.». Delusion on this subject most mischievous, s. 2/ 
...Scriptural view of man's tallen condition, s. 3. 4....0bjec. 
Uon answerou, s. 4....The sutnect pursued and various par- 
ticulars specified, s. -6.. ..Man's blindness, s. 7.... Subjection 
to Satan, s.^.... A version to good, s. 9.. ..Alienation from God, 
s. 10.... Depth of man's fall shown in the means employed for 
his recovery, s. 11. ...All mankind thus fiifen, s. 12.. ..Scrip, 
-tural account of man V danger, which isVPeat, s. 13.. ..Inex- 
pressibly dreadful, s. 14,«..And escapea by few, s. 16....- 
Objection answered, s. 16.«..The subject continued in an 
address to the young reader, s. 17.. ^In familiar illustrationy 
s; 13. 19... .(Quotation from Mr. Wilberforce, s. 20....Prayer. 

Sect. 1. 1 now, my young friend^ address you on a 
subject unspeakably important ;■ as no hope can be en- 
tertained of doing you lasting good, till you feel the- 
truth of the statement, contained in this chapter de- 
scribes your own condition, there wilfthen be a pleas- 
ing prospect, of your becoming acquainted with those 
things, which belong to your everlasting peace. 

In reference to bodily disorders it is said, that to^ 
kpiow our disease is half the cure: the same observation 
will apply to the disorders of the soul. If one deeply 
• infected with a fever, or the plague, were so deluded. 
Us to believe hunself enjoying perfe^ health, or to think 
hittilielf at worst, but slightly disoraered, and therefore^ 
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to neglect the means for restoring health, how 800% 
would death and the grave convince him of his sad 
mistake ! Such delusion is seldom met with ; hut an 
' infinitely more dreadful and more mischievous delusion, 
is ajs common as the light of dey. Perhaps you labour 
Amder its foaieful influence. Perhaps, if your life ha9 
i>een unstained by flagrant enormities, you imagine 
yourseff a good hearted young man, or an innocei^ 
^oung woman. Your sins are softened down under the 
name of youthful follies. The lieep corruption.of your 
nature is totally hidden from your view. You are in 
danger of dying eternally of the worst of plagues, and 
^t thinking that all is well. You are exposed to the 
wrath of a justly oflended God, and saying to y otorself 
**,^ac^ peace." 

Sect. 2. God forbid that I should wish to represent 
yo»ur fitate^ by nature^ as worse, than he describes it in 
his word. If I had the wish I should scarcely have tht 
power.' Be patient then, and hear the worst. What 
are you ? If guided by ^ the opinions of a poor blind 
world you might »epJy, ** A frail in^. perfect creature, 
guilty of some sins, but yet with so many good disposi*- 
lions and good actions to counterbalance them, that I 
may reasonably hope for happiness and heaven." My 
iiear young friend, are these, or such as these, your 
views of yourself ? If they be, no wretched madman, 
bound with chains, crowning himself with straw, and 
imagining himself a mighty and happy monarch, was 
«ver more deceived. I repeat the question. What are 
you } Let the word of the God of truth reply. And 
what is its answer ? It teaches you that you are cor- 
rupt and polluted, and at variance with your God ; hav- 
ing all the poM'ers of your soul disordered; andejcpoeed, 
justly exposed, to everlasting ruin ; and so entirely 
depraved and undone, that without a change, as great 
as a second birth, you cannot possibly seethe kingdom 
of God. 

Perhaps you exclaim,* ** Shocking doctrine ! whilst, 
full of indignation, you are almost ready to throw this 
book aside, beforo you have glanced at the proofs af- 

r * A few lines here are copied with a little alteration frow 
♦ lE^tcher's i^ppcal, i>. 152. 
B2 
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ibrded in scripture, for the asstfrtione I havd made, tt 
this^be the case; I beseech you to reih^mber I a]>peal> 
%o scripture, not to 'your passions ; to the declarations 
'ef God, not to worldfy delusions. You may ciy out at 
the sight of a shroud j a coffin, a grave, • Shocking ob- 
ject !' but your loudest etclamations will not lessen th# 
awful realitic?s, by which many have happily beeh 
-shocked, into a timely consideration of, and preparation 
for approaching death.*' 

Refuse not theri to listen to the declarations of Gody 
on this momentous subject ! to refuse to hearken to 
them, is to seal your own destruction. 

Sect. 3, 4. His word assures you, that every human be- 
ing is born into- this worl^,. with » corrupt and sinful 
nature.- — God formed man in his own imag€;> innocent 
and holy; but fallen man begat a son, in his own like-' 
hess,^ corrupt and fallen like himself. The consequence 
is, man comes into this wOrld with a sinful nature ; for 
who ,can bring q, clean thing out of an untltan 7 not 
one.^ Such is the exceeding sinfulness of human nature^ 
that the word of God strongly describes it by declaring, 
that we are shapen in iniquity and conceived in sin.* 
Man is a transgressor from thQ womb, and goes astratf 
speaking lie's^ The devil is elsewhere called the father 
of lies ; and one of the earliest tokens of human de- 
pravity is, that a disposition to»commit that abominable- 
sin, so soon appears in little children. — Man is bora 
untamed and rude as a wild ast^s coli^ Foolishness %s 
hound even in the heart of a child,'' The imagination 
4jfman*s heart is evil from his youth, ^ is only toil and 
that continually ;'^ he is abominable and filthy,- and 
drinketh in iniquity like water,^^ As he advances ih 
life, do« his corruptions weaken ? The words of tho 
Aposilc answer No. We ourselves also were sometimes 
foolish, disobedient^ deeehed, serving divers lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hat* 
ing one another. ^^ God looked down from heaven upon 
the children of men,, to see if there were any that did 
understand. And: what is the dbread^ result of this 

'Gen. v.l. 2Gcn.v.3. ^Jobxiv. 4. *PB.li.5. sPs. lvni.3. 
«Job xi. 12. 7Prov. xxti. 15. ^G^. viii. 21. »Gea. yi- 5- 
lojobxv. 16. "Titu&iu. 8- 



d by Google 



28 

examination ? Every one of them is gone back: they 
are altogether filthy ; there in none that doeth good, 
no not one}* 

Sect. 6. This sinfulness of your nature, my young 
friend, is not partial ; but, like a mortal poison, spreads 
through and pollutes the whole. The whole head %» 
fick and the whole heart faint ; from the sole of the 
foot even to the heady there is no soundness in it, hvt 
wounds and bruises and putrifying sores}^ The heart 
which should be the best part of man, is now the worst. 
Tlie heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked. Such are the windings of its corruption, that 
no eye but that of Jehovah can trace them out.^* It is 
full of evil ; not merely tainted but filled with sin, and 
madness dwells in it.^^ From this corrupt fountain fiows 
as corrupt a stream. Out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, theft, false 
witness, blasphemies, covetousness,t wickedness or ma- 
levolence, deceit, lascivumsness or immodesty, envy, 
pride, foolishness^ or levity.*® Not merely is the h^art 
thus polluted, but the lusts of men. war in their members.*^ 
The eyes, the ears, the hands, the feet, the lips, are all 
defiled by difierent sins ; and the tongue, that member 
which was formed peculiarly for its Creator's praise, 
is now a world of iniquity, and is set on fire of hell}* 
Man is elsewhere represented as bom in that state 
which is called flesh ; a name applied to this corruption 
of our nature. That which is bom of the flesh is ftesh}^ 
And -the works of the flesh, say* an inspired apostle, 
are manifest which are these, adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, laseiviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, ha- 
tred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, 
and such Mke.^ Such is man when the corruptions of 
his nature have opportunity for appearing ; and has he 
any deeds of righteousness to counterbalance this ex- 
ceeding sinfulness 1 O let the evangelical prophet an- 
swer. We are all as an unclean thing ; and all our 
righteousness are as filthy rags ; and we all do fade 

wPs. liii. 2. 8, wij».i. 5, 6. MJer.xvii.lO. "Ecdes. ix. 8. 
WMatt. XV. 12. Mark vii. 22, 23. "James iv. 1. wj»me» 
iii. a. »9John iii. 6. «0Clal v. 12, 20, 21. 
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<ts a lenf; and our iinqukieSy like the wind, ha*oe taken, 
us away.^^ So far are oar best actions, in our natural 
state, from helping that even they are polluted and 
loathsome ; and sin like a whirlwind unopposed, sweeps 
us onward to perdition. 

Sect. 6. But I foresee an objection » which some of 
the more moral may make, to parts of this statement. 

Perhaps you, my young friend, exclaim " I have not 
committed many of the sins here named." Perhaps 
not. I am here showing j^u your own lost condition, 
by referring you to those sad fruits which your depraved 
heart, unless by one means or other prevented, would 
produce ; land which, in millions of cases, have been 
produced. The restraintsof education, or other things, 
may in you have checked some of these corruptions ,; 
but this makes no alteration, as to your natural sinful- 
ness. If in spring you were to cast one handful of wheat 
into the ground, and lay another by in a draw, would 
you, in autumn, say of that which had been laid by, this 
is not wheat .? because it might not have put forth the 
blade and the ear. No it would still be wheat, still bo 
of the same nature as that scattered in the groun4 
though its situation had prevented its growing, and 
producing fruit like that. So it is with human nature. 
In some situations its corruptions may not be 90 visible 
as in others ; in some situations those corruptions may 
not have the same nourishment afi in others ; or may 
meet with more restraints; like the grain of com, which 
is buried so deep tha^t can scarcely push its blade above 
the surface of the soil. All this may take place. All 
this does take place, in thousands of instances, but hu- 
man nature, in its radical corruption, is every where the 
same ; like wheat which is wheat still, whether it veg- 
etates in the furrow, ripens in the ear, or is treasured 
!up in the barn. 

Sect. 7.. Allow me my young friend after this general 
view, to descend a little into some particulars. 

The word of God, in describing your natural condi-*. 
tion, represents it as so extremely sinful, that while in 
it nothing w'lich you do can be pleasing to God. They 
that are in the flesh (under the govcmjneQt of that 

^Js, btvi. a 
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corruption which is named flesh) cannot please God.^ 
So entire is this corruption, that an apostle confesses, 
/ know that in 7ne, that is in my flesh, dwelleth no 
good thing.^ So completely is the soul indisposed by 
it for all that is really good, that men are dead in tres- 
passes andsins.^ How awful is their delusion, who are 
strangers to real religion, and yet flatter themselves 
that there i» something good in them to recommend 
them to God. Their best actions flow froi/. corrupt mo- 
tives, and are in his sight but a kind of splendid sins. 

In presuming this melancholy description of your nat- 
ural condition, I must add, that man is not only so ex- 
tremely sinful, that he cannot please God, but so blind, 
that he is entirely ignorant of what is acceptable in his 
Maker's sight. Our Lord himself declares, that, the 
design of his gospel is to open the eyes of men, and to 
turn them from darkness to light and Jrom the potoer 
of Satan unto God.^ He assures us that he came to 
preach recovering of sight to the blind.^ His most dia- 
iinguished Apostle aflirms, that even the followers of 
Christ were sometimes darkness.^ That he and they 
had been delivered fr om the power of darkness ;** and 
humbly confesses, we ourselves also were sometimes 
Jbolish, disobedient, deceived;'^ being blinded by those 
false hopes and delusions, which blind thousands now. . 
So destructisc is this blindness, that men know not the 
-way ofpeace.^ So entire that the sullen ox and stupid 
ass know more of their masters, than unenlightened 
man of his God. Hie ox knoweth his owner , and the ass 
his master'' s crib, but Israel doth not know, my, people 
do not consider.^^ So awful is this blindness, that t?ie 
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness unto them.^^ Even the 
preaching ^ the cross itself, is to them that perish fool-' 
ishnessJ^ And .so toilful that men love darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds are evil ;** and proceeding 
in their career of madness, ybo/s make a mock at sin.^ Is 
it possible my young f|;iend, to give a sadder representa- 

*2Rom.viii.8. «Rom.vii.l«. ^F.phes. ii. 1. «Actsxxvi.lR» 

««Luke iv, 18. «7E|,hes. v. 8. »Colos8. i. 13. sdTit. Hi. 8, 

»Rora. iii. 7. 3^8. i. 3. 3S1 Cpr. ii. 14. * »! Cor, i. 18, 

'^John iii. W. ^Prov. xiv. 9. 
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tion of the natural blindness of the heart, than these pas- 
sages give ? Sin, which God declares to be the cause of 
misery, death and bell, men treat as a matter of foolish 
ridicule and mad laughter ; while that glorious plan of 
Salvation, which so magnifies the wisdom and love of God, 
that it astonishes the angels of heaven, eren this is folly 
in the view of poor unconverted men. The man who 
should laugh at a thousand swords aimed af his defence- 
less head, or pointed at his naked breast, were wiser 
than he who laughs at sin. Less foolish were the wretch 
who should treat as folly a plan to deliver him from the 
condemned cell, the halter, the gibbet, or the fire, than 
"he who thus treats the wondrous plan, whiclvGod has 
demised, to save him from the dames of hell. 

Sect. 8. Shall I stop here f No. The word of God 
does not. The sacred writers continue the deplorable 
account of fallen man, by declaring that he is not only 
polluted and blind, but under the influence of the worst 
foe of God and man. — The devil, on account of his ex- 
tensive reign, is called, by them, the God of this world;^ 
ihe prince of the power of the air f" and he and the 
wicked spirit that hath fallen with him are the rulers 
of the darkness of this tborld.^ The ungodly are of 
their father the devil ;® he works in the heart of the 
children of disobedience;^ he takes away the seed that 
ia sown in the thoughtless heart ;** he blinds the mindst 
of the irreligous ; and where the s^ospel is hid, it is hid 
through his hellish influence.** They are in^the snare 
of the devil, and are led captive by him at his tvillJ^ 
They who neglect religion, to follow the world, are 
turned aside after sat an ;** and» lest you should ima- 
gine that these deplorable assertions refer merely to the 
most openly ungodly, you are assured by the divine 
Saviour himself, that the design of his gospel is to bring 
men from the power of Satan unto God ;** and that 
the tares, or all who are not in reality the children of 
God, are the children of the wicked one.^ The apostle 
Paul confesses that he and his christian friends once 
were of this number f^ the apostle John as solemnly 

3«2Cor. iv.4. s^Ephes. ii. 2. asEphes. vi. 12. 39johnviii. 44. 

<0Ephe8. ii. 2. 4iMatt. xiii. 19. '«»Cor.iv.4. «2Tim.ii.26. 

' I Tim. v. 15. *5Acts xxvi. 28. -^Matt. xiii. 23. ^^Ephes. ii. 3. 
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teaches us, that all men are either the children of God 
or of the devil ; and that those who do not practise 
righteousness, and cherish love, are not of God.-** 

Sect. 9. Adding another awful particular to this 
mournful description of fallen man, the sacred writers 
assure us that men are so averse to good, that through 
the pride of their hearts they wiU not seek after God ;** 
that they not only commit sin with greediness, hut take 
pleasure in seeing it committed by others.'* The Son 
of God himself complains, that they will not come to 
him for life ;^^ that they love darkness rather than 
light ;'^^ that they hated him, and will hate his friends.-^ 

Sect. 10. To give a darker finish to this dreadful pic- 
ture, the word of eternal truth declares, that men are 
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God 7'** are al^ 
ienated from the life of God, through the ignorance 
that is in thein;^ are alienated from God and enemies 
in their minds by wicked works;'"*^ that they know not 
God ;'' are haters of God ,-^^ are strangers and foreign- 
ers to him ,-^9 and without God in the world.^ Hence, 
in a natural state, there is none that seeketh after God;^^ 
there is no fear of God before their eyes.^ By their 
lives, if they dare not utter it with their lips, they say 
unto God, depart from us for we desire not the knowl- 
edge of thy ways ;^ and by choosing worldly vanities 
in preference to the favour and service of God, they, in 
fact, utter the dreadful sentence, Vf^at is the Almigh^ 
ty, that we should serve him, and what profit should 
we have if we pray unto him ?^ The apostle Paul, in 
giving the darkest touch to this dreadful picture, de- 
clares that the carnal mind is enmity against God.^ 
A more awful description of fallen man cannot be given, 
than that contained in these few words. The carnal 
inind is strictly the earthly or sensual mind; that which 
the moral and the profligate alike po?scn5^, while loving 
the world and the things of the world. It is not an ex- 
pression applying merely to the most abandoned, but 

4S 1 John iii. 10. ^spsalm x. 4. soRom. i. 31. S'.Tohn v. 40. 
«2John iii. if). 53 John xv. 18. 19. ^*2 Timothy iii. 4. 
*^Ephes. i^. 18. ^Co\. i. 21. ^n Thess. iv. 5. ^^Rorn. i.fO. 
^•^Ephes. ii. 19. eoEph. ii. 12. e'Rom.iii. 1). 62Rom. iii. 18. 
*^Job xxi. 14. ^Job XXI. 15. ^Koca. viii. 7. 
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one that applies to every human beinof, let his outward 
conduct be ever so fair, whose mind cleaves to this 
earthly clod. The miser as well as the spendthrift; the 
pleasing young man that is following earthly objects 
with all his heart, the engaging young woman whose • 
thoughts are fixed on faslyon, dress, and gaiety, as much^ 
possess the carnal mind, as does the shameless profli- 
gate, whose conduct they abhor: and the sober trades- 
man, whose plans and schemes all refer to this world, 
is as much under its influence as either of the others. 
AUthese have a worldly or carnal mind, and what is it? 
enmity against God, enmity itself. Can worse be said 
of devils ? have even they a mind more inimical to God,, 
than the comal mind ! They neither have nor can, for 
what can be worse, than that which is enmity itself! 
These dreadful assertions of inspired writers are con- 
Armed by the Most High. He calls on heaven and earth 
to wonder at the horrid crimes of men ; and declares, I 
have nourished and brought up children, and they have 
rebelled agair^t me.^ The Son of God joins in con- 
firming the lamentable truth ; and represents man as a 
wicked prodigal, who has treated with the basest neg- 
lect, ingratitude* and cruelty, the best and most aflbc- 
tionate of parents.^ A prodigal so destitute of filial 
love, that he acts the part of a madman, and prefers the 
swinish husks in an enemy's country, to the comforts of 
his father's house. And one of the best of men, humbly 
acknowledging the charge, confesses ** We have sinned, 
and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, 
and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts^, 
and thy judgmeats." To the Lord our God belong 
mercies and forgiveness, though we have rebelled 
against him.^ 

Sect. 11. The word of God further shows the depth 
of our fall, and the malignant poison of our sin, by the 
display which it makes of the greatness of the remedy 
provided for oiu* deliverance. No less a person than 
the Son of God, the Lord of all things appeared as a 
Saviour. More was done to redeem than to create the 
world ; the Most High thus showing that redemption 
was a more difiicult work than creation. 

wisa. i. 2. «7Lul:e XV. 19, &c. «SDafl. ir. 5, 9. 
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The Lord of life the nations bought, 

With pain and grief extreme ; 
'Twas great to speak the world from nought. 

But greater to redeem. 

\Ve are also assured that there is a display df the ejf- 
cee ding greatness of God* 8 power in the conversion of a 
sinner ;P that all who are saved are born of the Spirit f^ 
that all things are of God f^ and that it is God that 
prepares the soul for death and eternity.'* But, my 
young friend, would all this be requisite if man were 
able to deliver himself? would he need the help of an 
Almighty arm if he were not in himself deeply fallen and 
utterly helpless ? 

Sect. 12. An important inquiry connected with this 
subject is, are we to understand this sad description, as 

, a description of mankind at large, or only of the worst 
J)art of the human race ? Let the word of God give the 

- reply. Hear its solemn answer ; Death has passed up- 

, on all men because all have sinned.'"^ The Scripture 
hath concluded all under ain.'* We all like sheep hane 
gone astray, we have turned every one to his own 
way,"^ None then, it seems, naturally incline their 
feet to the ways of God. ** Each wanders in a differ- 
ent way ; but all the downward road/' The V)hole 
world lieth in wickedness ;^ lies like a wounded and 
fallen captive, the helpless prey of an infernal foe. All 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of GodJ' 
They are all gone aside ; they are altogether become 
filthy, there is none that doeth good, no not one.''^ ^^^X 

* plB^ all under sin, there is none righteous, no not one.^ 
There'is not a just ^nan on earth, that doeth good and sin* 
neth not.^ If one died for all, then were all dead,^^ So 
t;ompletely do sin and man accord, that a course of sin 
and rebellion is termed the course of this world ;'^ and 
the?e humiliating truths are taught us, that every mouth 
may be stopped, and all the world become guilty he- 
fore God.^ And who should refuse to submit, for 
'who can say, / have made my heart clean, I am pure 
Jrom sin.^ 

«9Ephe8.i.l9. 70johniii. 5, 7i 2 Cor. v. 18. '«2Cor. v. 5. 
5^3Rora. v. 12. 74Gal. iii. 22. Tsjga. Uii. 6. 'HJohnv. 19. 
'^Rom. iii. 23. wPs.xiv. 55. 79Rom. iii. 9. 10. soEccles. vii.lO. 
fi»2Cor. v. 14. 82Ephes. ii. 2. ssRom.iu. 19. MPr6v. xx. 1 
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If we refer this point to the decision of the best of 
men, they unite from their own sad experience to con- 
firm it, — David humbly confesses I was'shapen in inu- 
quity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.'^ Daniel, 
who became so peculiar a favorite of Heaven, humbly 
deplores his rebellion against his Maker.** Job, not 
less distinguished for his piety, said, I abhor myself j and 
repent in dust and ashes.^ Idaiah exclaims, tjdoe is me 
for 1 am undone^ because lam a man ofun'clean lips,^ 
Paul who rivalled them all iR his piety, and in his use- 
fulness outdid them, says, / know^that in me {that is, 
in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing.^ We were by 
nature the children of wrath even as others.^ And in 
words, already referred to says, we ourselves also were 
sometimes foolish^ disobedient, deceived, serving divers 
lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful 
and hating one ariother.^^ •* Or now put the question 
to the best of the humah species, the watchful, diligent, 
self-denying Christian, and let him decide the controver- 
sy. Go with him into his closet, ask him his opinion of 
the corruption of his heart, and he will tell you that he 
is deeply sensible of its power, for he has learned it from 
much self-observation and long acquaintance with the 
workings of his own mind. He will tell you that every 
day strengthens this conviction ; yea, that hourly he 
eeea fresh reason to deplore his want of simplicity in in- 
tention, his infirmity of purpose, his low views, his self- 
ish, unworthy desires ; his backwardness to set about 
his duty, his languor and coldness in performing it; that 
he fintis himself obliged continually to confess that hft 
feels within him two opposite principles, end that he 
cannot do the things that he would."* 

O my young friend, after such a review of th^ Scrip- 
tural account of oar natural condition, how just and 
weighty appears the observation of a great and good 
man gone to rest, ** The merely outward irregularities 
of men, bear no more proportion to the whole of their 
depravity, than the particles of water which are occa- 

ssps. li. 5. 86Dan. is. ^''Job xlii. 6. ^Isd.. vi. 5. 89Rom. vii. 
13. ^Ephes. ii. 8. ^^Titus iii. 3. 

♦ Wilberforce's Practical View. 
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sxonallj emitted from the surface of tire oce^, to tfa« 
tide that rolls bcneath.f 

Sect. IS. Think not that I love to dwell on these meU 
ancholy .subjects. Far from it ; but I warn you of your 
state that you may seek deliverance from it; and woul^ 
as plainly warn you of the danger of such a state, that 
you may fiee from the wrath to qome. That divine 
book, which gives the awful description you have now 
read of your state, gives .as affecting an account ofyouf 
danger. Far from lulling you to sleep in false securir 
ty, till death «nd judgment awtfk^p you, it affectionatCr 
)y warns.you of the danger, to which as a fallen crear 
ture and a sinner you are exposed. By the God of 
eternal truth you are assumed, that men are by nature 
the children of wrath ;^ that he ipho helieveth not ifi 
condemned already ;^ and that judgment h<t9' come 
upon all men to condemnation f* that men as sinnere 
are in , a state of death.f^ that the wa^es of sin is 
death ^ the second and more dreadful death, which 
consists in being cast into the lake of fire.^ And that 
the soul which sinneth shall surely die.^ That des^ 
truction and misery are in the wctys of men ;^ and 
that a day of judgment and perdition to ungodly m^ 
is approachmg ;^^ for which they are reserved^ Even 
the compassionate God is declared to hate the workers 
4)f iniquity y^ and to have his face set against them iheU 
do evUi to cut off the remembrance of them frotn tJte 
earth,^ and it is his solemn assertion that There is, no 
peace to the wicked.* 

As it were, if possible to guard men from self-^ecep- ^ 
tion, on a point of such infinite importance, the strongest ' 
<«xpressions are >u9ed, in the word of. God, in asserting / 
that all are thus undone. As many as have sinned 
without law, (ivithbut the advanta|fes of God*s written 
word,) shall also perish without lawf* and as many as 
have sinned m the low, -shall be judged by the law ; 
and its judgment is, that every one is cursed, who hath 

«Ephes. ii. S. «»John iii. 18. wRom. v. 18. wjohn v. 24. . 

.9«Roin. vi. 23. «"Rcv.itxi. 8. ^Ezek. xviii. 4. »8Roin. iii. 16. / 
»<»2Pet. iii 7. »2P6tcr ii. 9. sPp. v. 5. 3P«. .xxxvi. U. J 
-♦lea. Ivii. 20. *Rom. ii.12. f 

» Fullcr'6 Systems compared. 
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not ke^t all things that are written in the hook ofti^ 
law to do themfi In other words, that every one who, 
even by a single sin, has broken the commands of God, 
had become an accursed crea^re. Conformable with 
this, the apostles of our Lord declare tAat the wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven^ not merely against some 
atrocious crimes, but, against all tinrighteousness-;' 
that every transgression and disobedience shall receive 
tt just recompense of reward ^ that God will render 
indignation and wraths tribulation and anguish, to 
every soul of man that doeth evil f and that whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one pointy 
he is guilty of all ;*° as truly condemned and ruined by 
that single act, as he would be had he broken the whole. 
While these are the declarations of inspired apostles, 
their holy Lord affirms, that even a sinful word exposes 
the soul to the danger ofhellfire,^^ 

Sect. 14. Not merely do the Lord's inspired prophets 
and apostles represent our natural state as full of dan- 
ger, but they represent that danger as inexpressibly 
gy dreadful. They assure us that the unrighteous shall not 
^^ inherit the kingdom of God.^* That the wicked shall 
be turned into hell. Even all the nations that forget 
God;^ and that on them God will rain fire and brim- 
stonCj and a horrible tempest ;*♦ that it is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God ;*^ for 
our God is a consuming fire. That the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven, with his mighty angels, 
in fiaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know 
r^ not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Je- 

* sus Christ ; who shall be punished, with everlasting 
destruction, from the presence of the Lord and the 
glory of his power. ^^ Then while some awake to glory, 
others shall awake to shame and everlasting contempt. 
Then in vain shall the kings of the earth, and the great 
men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and 
the mighty men call on the rocks and mountains to 
cover them, and hide them from the wrath of the 

J Lamb.^'^ Whosoever has not his name found in the 

gj, «Gal. iii. 10. 'Rom. i. 18. ^Hcb. ii. 2. sRom. ii. 9. "James 
- ii. 10. »^Matt. V. 22. »2i Cor. vi. 9. J»Ps, it. 17. '^Ps, 

* ji. 6. JSHeb. xii. 29. J«2 Thes«. i. 7, 8, 9. "Rev. vi. 15. ' 
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Jbdok of Kfjs, will be jthcn casjt into, the lake, of fire /*' 
and not merely will atrocious sinners meet this dreadful 
doom, but the fearful arid unbelieving ^ those who are 
too cowi|rdIy to follow Christ, or who disSeh^ve the 
truths of his gospel^ shall be cast into the lake that 
hums with fire and brimstone?^ Then shall they eat 
of the fruit of their own ways, and be filled with their 
own devices ;^ while the smoke of their torment as- 
cendeth up for ever and everi^^ 

The divitift Saviour, who was a pattern of tenderness 
and compassion, instead of softening down these dread- 
jFul representations, confirms them in the most decisive 
manner. — ^Infinite pity dwelt in his h^art, but he knew 
that it was a truer exercise of pity to warn than' to de- 
lude. ^Though he wept over wretched men,- yet he 
declared that he himself, on all the irreligious, would 
})ronounce the dreadful sentence, JDepat^ Jrom me^ ye 
tursed, into everlOsting fire^ prepared for the devit 
and his angels^ and he afBrms that they shall go 
uway into everlasting punishmeM f^ into the furnace 
of fire, where shall be waiTtUg and gnashing oftteth;^ 
where the worm diefh not and the fire is not quench- 
ed.^ T<y avoidf this he bids you count nothing too dear^ 
Fearnott says he, them which kill the body and after- 
that have no more that they can do, but fear Him 
who after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell.^ 
Dreadful doom; whose heart can endure or whose 
hands be strong in the day that God shall deal with 
him !^ ^ho can dwell with everlasting buzniiigs I who. 
can endure devouring fire !*' 

Sect. 15. WhiJe, my young friend, you are thus af- 
fectionately warned of your danger, even by the Lord 
himselfy you are as solemnly assured by him that mul- 
titudes plunge into this eternaF fuin ; and that no out- 
ward privileges will suffice to deliver you from its hor- 
rors. As it were to quicken your conCem after ever- 
lasting blessings, the Lord Jesus declares that but a 
few, a happy few, obtain them. Wide, say« he, is the 
gate, and brOad is the way that leadeth to destruc" 

JsRev. XX. 15. JSRev. xxi. 8: »Pr(W. i. 81. s^Rcv. xiv. 14. 
aMat. XXV. 41. 23Mat. xxv. 46. ^^Mat. xiii. 42. «5Mark ix. 44* 
»Lukoxii.6; Matt. X. 28. «7Ezek. xx. 14. «sisa. xxxiH. 14. 
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Horiy ttTid many there be which go in thereat ; and 
then adds in the most impressive manner — How strait 
is the gat^ and narrow the way that leadeth unto 
lifey and how few there be that find it /* Many are 
called but few are chosenJ^ Many at the last day 
will address him as their Lord, to whom he will say, / 
never knew you, depart from me ye that work iniqui- 
ty.^ Presume not then, that there is little danger of 
missing the path to heaven, for there is much. The 
way is narrow. , Presume not that most will be saved, 
1 and that therefore you may go contentedly with the 

j multitude. The multitude are travelling the downward 

i rpad ; and but few find the path which leads to glory 
^ and jto God. O, cherish a pious concern to become one 

1 of that happy few. 

i Sect. 16. Perhaps, my young friend, you attempt to 

I set aside all that I have urged respecting the danger of 

i your state, by pleading, ** I am not guilty of any noto- 
t rious crimes, lying, lewdness, sabbath-breaking, dis- 

s honesty and a hundred other vices, in which thousands 
a indulge, I never practised.'* If you knew yourself and 
t the law of God better, you might perceive that you 

ij have, in your heart, committed many sins, of which 

ji you now think yourself guiltless, but if it be as you 
V imagine, yet allow me to remind you, that the word of 

^ God declares you as much a condemned and ruined 
gi creature, for \eaving undone what you should have 
t4 done, as for doing what you should not. Though your 
jg life may be moral, yet if yoi^ do not from your heart 

li submit to the Son of God, you do not obey the gospel. 

}) And what shall the end be of them who obey not the 

ft gospel of God,^ In a passage already referred to, it 
f., is said that they shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lordy and the 
i\ glory of his potver.^ Be not, then deceived, not merely 
y^ the open profligate, but the unrighteous, all who are 

,y destitute of real piety, shall not inherit the kingdom 

Q of God.^ If any man hate not the spirit of Christ 

«Matt. vii. 13, 14. The word « Because," in the latter of these 
8E verses mav be translated " How,** conveying the sense as given 

5 above. *)Matt. xxii. 16. 3»Mati. vii, 22, ^l Pet. iv^ 17^ 

»2 Tbess. i. 7. ^1 Cor. vi. «. 
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lie i^ none of h%9'^ If any man love not the Lord 
Jesus Christ let him be accursed.^ He that helievefJt 
not the Son shall not see lifer &ttf the wrath of God 
abideth on him,^ The blessed Redeemer, in two most 
instructive parables, has taught us that merely making 
tight of the gospel, is the way to eternal min.*^ How 
then shall we escape if we neglect (do nothing worse 
than negleit) so great salvation.** See that ye refuse 
not him that speaketh, for if they escaped not, who 
refused him that spake on earth] much more shall 
not we escape if we turn away from him that speak- 
cth from heaven.^ 

Sect. 17. And now, my young friend, what are your 
views of your own state ? Do you feel yourself to be 
justly a child of wrath, or do you cling to the delusions 
by whith thousands are undone? When looking round, 
you ffee many amiable persons, who seem to want 
nothing but the one thing needful, do you ask ** Are 
these tike the vilest sinners threatened with eternal 
wrath ? or if they are can these be deserving of it ?" 
Search the book of God, and you will there too surely 
find that they are ; and that, without one thing more, 
all the amiable qualifications imaginable, will do no 
more to save them from eternal wrath, than a fine dress 
to save a man from destruction, if hurled from the top 
of a tremendous preoipice* Perhaps you may have . 
been an afiectionate child, you may be tender and 
compassionate, dutiful and obliging, but will this save 
you r No, never. Excellent as these qualifications are 
in their place, if these could have atoned for sin, and / 

saved the soul, the Son of God need not have died. / 

But the fact is, you may possess all these, and a thou^ I 

tSknd other amiable recommendations, and yet live in / 
rebellion agamst your God ; and thus. However fair / 
your charactlBr may be in the sight of men, in that of / 
God it may be as dark and as vile as the character of j 
Satan himself. What is rebellion against God but con- 
tinued disobedience and neglect of his commands ^ And 
are you not guihy of this ? Perhaps you think not. 
• Well, inquire a Kttle further. Whidi is the first and 

»Jlom. viii. 9. 3«1 Cor. xvi. 22. ^^john iii. 81. ^SMatt. xsii. 
l,&c. Luke xiv. 12, &c. »Heb. ii. 3. -t^Heb. xu. 25. 
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gfreat commandment ? Is it not. Thou shalt love the 
iJbrd thy God with cell thy heart, and with all thy soul;, 
and with all thy mind, and wUh all thv strength?*^ 
Have you kept this ? Has God had all your he^rt % 
Have all your afTections been fixed on him ? Has he. 
been loved with all your soul and miiid, and thus stood 
highest in your esteem, and been chosen Ob your su- 
preme good and only jiortion? If not, however fair and 
pleasing your outward conduct may haye been, you have, 
yet been living continually committing the greatest of 
sins, for you have lived breaking God^s first and great, 
commandment eyery day of your existence. If to love 
God above all things is the first and greatest command- 
ment, to live negligent of him must be one pf the 
greatest of sins, and indeed a sin that . opens .thfe way 
to every other. O my young friend, could we 5©^ 
things aright, every other siri, so far as it referred to 
man only, would dwindle into, comparative innocence, 
compared with negleot of the blessed Saviour and our 
adorable God ! The blackness of every other crime would 
bje as light, compared with the inore horrible bla<5knes3of 
alienation of the heart from God, that first of sihs« that 
root of every other. This haMs been mine, this has been 
yours ! and, unless your heart be changed by divine 
grace, even at this moment this sin is yours. Though 
unstained with the other dark ofiences of the robber or 
the adulterer, yet. this blackest of all you have as well 
as they. Like them, you belong to a false, apostate 
race, that have forsaken their God, and gone away 
backward. And how can you hope for heayen, if this 
darkest of crimes remains unrepented and unforsak^n. 
' Sect. 18. Perhaps a familar illustration may render ■ 
this, subject still plainer. Imagine two favored villages, 
lUider a kind and beneficent government, uniting in a 
<^ruel and improvoked rebellion. The inhabitants of 
one of these villages are profane, contentious, quarrel- 
some wretches : those of the other are decent, quiet, 
sober men. Careless of threatenings and unmoved by 
kindness, they persist in their rebellion. In the former, 
village, discord, blasphemy, and every sin abound ; in 
tho other, harmony and mutual afiec^tion prevail.* No.?^, 

*»Luke X. 27; Matt. xxii. 87, 
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my 3^UAg friend, if the inhabitants of these two places 
were brought to trial for their crimes at the same bar, 
would there appear much difference between them 1 
Would they not all be rebels, ungrateful rebels, though 
one party were a set of tumultuous, quarrelsome crea- 
tures, and the other harmonious, good-naturedv rebels ? 
Would not the same doom justly await them all ? And if 
the quiet villagers were to plead in their own defence, that 
though it was true they had engaged in an unprincipled 
and ungrateful rebellion, yet that they were kind, af- 
i^ectionate, and useful to each other ; would not this very 
circumstance be an aggravation of their guiltl Might it 
not be answered, " Among such disorderly wretches as 
those, rebellion was likely to happen ; but from you, 
better things might have been expected," Apply this 
to the present subject. The openly wicked and pro- 
lane resemble the .former of these; the moral and 
benevolent, that yet neglect religion, may be compared 
to the latter. In many things they differ, (>ut agree in 
the worst, that they have rebelled against their great- 
est and best benefactor. Are not you, by neglect and 
disobedience, a rebel against your God? Have you not, 
at least by a careless life, said to him, ** Depart from 
me, for I desire no^the knowledge of thy ways?" Have 
you not lived as without Ood in the world ? So that^if 
there had been no God, jrou probably could hardly have 
been more forgetful of him, than you have frequently" 
been? Has net this been the case f And if it has, will 
it avail for you at the last to plead, that you have been 
kind, tender, useful, and beloved among your fellow- 
febels ? 

Sect. 19. Have I succeeded in convincing you, that 
neglect of God and want of love to him is so enormous 
a sin, that this only, if you had no other, would be suffi- 
cient to sink the soul to the lowest depths of hell? If I 
have not, O let me urge it further upon you, in another 
familiar illustration. 

• Suppose that a child, as soon as he could discover any 
disposition, should show an entire disregard to the most 
affectionate parents. Fondly attached to him, and de- 
sirous to secuce a return of affection, they study all they 
can for his advantage, and heap new favours upon him. 
Still he forgets then} ajid sjiows them no re^artL Tiie~ 
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<i<5nfer on him more favourB, more benefits still ; y^t hd 
still forgets them, and even dis.covers a growing aversion 
5>r them. At length they place him out in the world» 
and do w^hat they can to prbmote his happiness there^ ; 
he still forgets them, seems insensible to all their affec- 
tion ; has no more love for them than the stones be- 
neath their feet ^ and even treats them with dislike ,^ 
shuns their presence, and banishes the thought of them 
from his mind. Would not such a child deserve to los» 
his parents' love, and to be ca^t off for ever ? Suppose 
this ungrateful child, by abusing his parents' kindness^ 
undone, utterly undone ; but their kindness ends not. 
They make themselves poor, to place him once more 
in circumstances of comfort, and give up whatever they 
have most valuable for this purpose. Yet still he goeet 
on asever,unafiectedby their tenderness, unthankful for 
their flvours, and with an increasing dislike to them. 
Could they still retain one parental feeling f Would 
not such a monster of ingratitude deserve to be forgot- 
ten for ever ? Or could they be thought unkind, if 
they refused to admit this cluld^ with these worst o£ 
dispositions in his heart, to dwell in the closest intima* 
cy with them ? Would the case be mended, if this un> 
grateful creature were affectionate and grateful to every 
one but his parents, and careless of none but those his 
best firiends and tenderest benefactors ? Would not 
this make his guilt the worse, as it would show that' 
his heart was not without gratitude and affection, though 
too depraved ' to' offer them where most justly due I 
Would it be unreasonable ibr the most affectionate par^ 
ents to banish such a child firom their presence for ever^- 
or for them to prefer to him one who loved them, who 
received their favours with thankfulness,, and who daily 
cherished affection towards them ? Could they be 
blamed for this preference ^ even if in some respects the 
latter child might want the shining^ qualities of the for-" 
mer 1 My young friend, harsh as it may sound, if you 
neglect true piety,'you are a more ungrateful child to 
God, than the most ungrateful child could possibly be to 
the most affectionate parents ; for how little are the oh-- 
ligations of a child to his parent, compared with those 
of a creature to his Creator and his God ! And as much 
greater us is the obligation^ so much viler, so much 
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Slacker is the ih^atitiide of neglect. O how grcat^iB 
the debt of gratitude you owe to God ! It is on his 
world you hve. All that is agreeable around you was 
made so by him. Here are you placed to prepare for 
an unutterably better state. Nor are you here forgot- 
ten by your God. Every moment of time, every breath 
you draw, every pleasure you feeU you owe to him. 
No day passes without its blessings. One favour has 
^ scarcely vanished before others appear. The end of 
one mercy is the beginning of another. Though for- 
gotten, God is not forgetful. Though he may have be^n 
neglected by you for days and years, he spares you 
still, that you may turn to him. He has not cut short 
your days in the moment of sin ; nor hurried you from 
the scene of guilty delight to the place of eternal tor- 
ment. Though unthanked for hjs blessings day after 
day, he has continued to give them. — Consider that ev- 
ery thing you enjoy is God's ; and then thmk, can the 
worst of crimes against the best of earthly friends be* 
half so heinous tis ingratitude to (Jod .? The mercies I 
have mentioned are the smallest of his mercies. Wo 
are fallen creatures*- You have destroyed yourself, 
but in him is your help. To save you from ruin, ho 
^ave his beloved and adorable Son. Could he give 
more ? Though he was rich, the Lord Jesus Christ for 
your sake became poor, that you through his poverty 
might be rich ! Could he do more ? You are a child 
whom God has placed on earth, and crowned with mer- 
cies ; and because you were else undone for ever, he, 
to restore you from your fallen state, has to every oth- 
er gift added that best and greatest, his beloved Son. 
Could a, child, under God, indebted to its patents for 
life, indebted to them for all its comforts, and indebted 
to them for recovery from a thousand evils, owe them 
a thousandth part so much love and gratitude, as you 
owe to God ? Or could such a one be a thousandth 
part so guilty as you must be, if you slight all the im- 
^peakable goodness of God, and all the infinite love of 
the dying Saviour.^ How horrible a state it is, through 
wilful sin, to become the enemy of God in this world. 
Mid then to be such for ever ! to begin by neglecting a 
kind, heavenly Father here, and to end by hating hun» 
^ the sinner will, beyond the gra^rc ! To hate hma wh^ 
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is all that is excellemt and amiable, and in whose favour 
only, can one drop of happiness be found hereafter. How 
horrible, roost horrible a state is this ! yet this condition 
is yours, if you are not reconciled to God. Can you ex- 
pect that he should glorify ia his presence, and admit tor 
Lis ri^ht hand, those whose hearts are averse to his ways, 
or entirely negligent of tbem; who are loaded with mer- 
cies but stili forgetful of the giver? What though they 
fihine m the* viow of their fellow rebels, what though they 
h& adbrned with a thousand charms of body or mind, yet 
God beholds the serpent that lurks beneath the rose ; 
He sees the ungrateful hellish heart. 

Sect. 20. An excellent writer, noticing the dHusions 
of the world observes, that, *' young peopie may without 
much offence be considerate and dissipated ; the youth 
of one sex may indulge occa8iona}[y in licentious excess- 
es ;, those of th« other may be supremely given up to 
vanity and pleasure ; yet provided that they are sweet 
tempered and open, and not disobedient to their parents 
or other superiors, the former are deemed gaod hearted 
young men, and the latter innocent young women. 
Those who love them best have no solicitude about their 
spiritual interests : and it would be deemed strangely 
strict in themselves, or in others, to doubt of their be- 
coming more religious as they advance in life ; to speak, 
of them as being actually under the divine displeasure ^ 
©r if their lives should be in danger, to entertain any 
apprehensions concerning their future destiny.'* H» 
continues — 

*^' Innocent young women ! Good hearted young 
men !'* Wherein does this goodness of heart and this 
innocence appear ? Rememt^r that we are fallen crea- 
tures, born in sin, and naturally depraved. Christianity 
retogmzes no innocence or goodness of heart, but m 
thcf remission of sin, and in the effects of the operations 
of divine grace. Do we find in these young persfims the 
cfaaracter&, which the holy Scriptures loy down as tho^ 
only satisfactory evidences of a safe state? Bo we not on, 
the other hand discover the specified marks of a state of 
alienation from God? Can the blindest partiality persuade- 
itself that they are loving, or striving ** to love God, with 
all their hearts and minds, and souls and strength!^* 
A re they •* seeking first the kingdom of God and A** 
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righte^usviesiV^ Arc ihey ** working out their saha* 
tio7i toith fear and trembling?** Are they " clothed 
with humilitt/?*' Are thet/ not, on the contraiy su- 
premely given up to self-indulgence ? Are thev not at 
least ** lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God?** 
Are the offices of religion their solace or their task? Do 
they not come to these sacred services with reluctance, 
continue in them by constraint, and quit them with glad- 
ness ? And of how many of these persons may it not be. 
affirmed in the spirit of the prophet's language ; ** The 
harp and the viol, the tabret and pipe, and wine are 
in their feasts ; but they regard not the work of the 
Lord, neither consider the operations of his hands?" 
Are not the youth of one rex often actually committing, 
and still more often wishing to commit, those sins of 
which the scripture says expressly, *» that they which do 
such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God?*' 
Are not the youth of the other mainly intent on the 
gratification of vanity ; and looking for their chief 
happiness to the resorts of gayety and fashion, to all 
the multiplied pleasures which public places, or the 
still higher gratifications of more refined circles, can 
supply ?"* 

And now my young friend, with all the seriousness I 
can use, allow me to ask you, if you were this moment 
to be summoned before the throne of your Judge, and 
were accused of having lived negligent of God, and thus 
of having lived a life of dreadful sin, would you not be 
obliged to plead guilty to (he charge? or at least to stand 
speechless and confused before your Maker? Docs 
not your conscience tell you that you must ; and if it 
does, " God is greater than your hearts and knoweth 
all things.** 

Prayer for a young person convinced of the truth of 
the preceding statement and humbled for sin. 

Thou kind, compassionate, and ever blessed God, teach 
we a poor sinful creature to approach thee, and grant 
that through the Lord Jesus, I may find acceptance with 
thee. Shame and confusion of face should cover me, 
while 1 draw near to confess my sinfulness before theej 

* TVilberforce's Pract, View, p. 273. 277. 12mo. edition. 
Chap. 7. fl. 1. 
C3 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



42 

^pen my blind eyes to discern my real state. Soften 
my hard heart that it may feel its miseries, and tremble 
at its guilt. No longer let baneful delusions hide the 
truth from my sight. 

. Compassionate God, thou hast been kind to me, but I 
an unkind, unthankful wretch to thee. Not many 
years have departed since I first drew the breath of life, 
but alas ! how have those years been spent. My youth 
has been crowned with thy mercies, and yet I have for- 
gotten thee. I have loved ; but not loved thee. I have 
had fears ! but felt no holy fear of thee. I have sought 
to please others ; but lived displeasing thee. I have 
had a heart sensible of the tenderness of friends 
and relatives ; but insensible of thine. The trifles and 
vanities of time have engaged my attention ; while thy 
infinite love has been passed unregarded by. The ox 
knoweth his owner and the ass his master*s criby but I 
have not known my God. The most savage beasts of 
prey have learned to love the hand that fed them, but, 
viler than the brute creation, I have forgotten the God 
in whom / live and move, and have my being : and, Oh 
poor blind creature that I have been ! still I have claim- 
ed the name of christian, and thought myself a child of 
God and heir of heaven. 

No longer, great God, let such delusions blind my 
eyes, but help me, v/hile I confess my folly, to feel what 
I am. I am the sinner which thy word describes. Like 
the lost sheep I have wandered from thee ; like the 
prodigal forsaken thee. 1 have even rebelled against 
thee. I have been a lover of pleasures more than a 
lover of God. My heart is deceitful above all things ; 
and has been the fountain whence every sin has flowed. 
1 have, by nature, the carnal mind which is enmity 
against thee ; and gracious God, tbe sad fruits of this 
enmity have been, my neglect of thy favour ; my un- 
concern at thy displeasure ; and my forgetfulness of thy 
love* I have resisted thy Spirit ; but listened to the 
suggestions of Satan. 1 have slighted thy word ; but 
have been guided by the maxims of a corrupt world. 
Thou hast bid me remember thee in my youth ; but I 
have forgotten thee. Thou hast commanded me to love 
thee ; but 1 have neglected thee. Thou hast encoura- 
ged me to pray to thee ; but I have Qft9n restrained 
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prayer before thee ; or, when I professed to pray, have 
mocked thee with solemn sounds on a thoughtless 
tongue. 

Thou hast been a tender father to me, but I worse 
than a rebelhous prodigal to thee. Thou hast wooed 
me by thy compassion, and, by the gift of numberless 
. mercies, hast as it were said. Now love me, now give 
me thine heart ; and I have not heard thy voice ; or if 
i have, refiised to give what thy Jove claimed. I have 
imdone myself; and thou hast interposed to save me.. 
Thou hast even given thy best beloved and adorable 
Son to die for me. Yet even this matchless mercy 
melted not my hard heart. €an I, great God, hide my 
infernal wickedness ? I cannot. It is open to thy view j 
and ever glaring in all its horror before thine eyes. 
IShali I extenuate my transgressions and corruptions'? 
Shall I plead much ignorance ? — but I might have 
known thee. Shall I plead the thoughtlessness of 
youth 1 I dare not, for thoughtless as I have been of 
thee, yoimg as I am, I have been thoughtful about the 
trifles of a moment. Shall I — no I dare not say, thou 
art not worthy of my love, for had I ten thousand hearts 
thy love would deserve them all. Shall I plead that I 
have been kind, benevolent, and useful to my fellow 
sinners ? Ah, my God, the plea would but aggravate my 
guilt. I have been kind to them, but unkind to thee. 
I have loved them ; but beeri averse to thee ; though 
thou hast an in6nite and everlasting claim on my re- 
gard. My heart has glowed with gratitude for their 
tenderness, but been cold and unmoved by thine ; 
though theirs has borne no more comparison to thine, 
than a drop to the ocean, or a grain of sand to the 
world. Kind and much injured God, I own my guilt be- 
fore thee. / have sinned against heaven and in thy 
sight, I have sinned against thee. I have sinned 
. against thy once suffering but now exalted Son. I have 
. sinned against thy Holy Spirit. I have sinned against 
my own immortal soul. God he merciful to me a sin- 
ner. No tears of penitential grief can wash away my 
stains. Teach me to plead the Saviotir's death, and 
cleanse me in his atoning blood. ' Create in me a clean 
heart ; and renew a right spirit within me. Let no 
more of the precious days of my youth be spent carel<J» 
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of thee,, as many have already been. Take my heart, 
and make it thine. Take my youth, and let it be de- 
voted to thee. Take me now in the flower of life, 
and let me live to thee alone ; that while I live I may 
live to the Lord ; and when I die may die to^ the Lord ; 
and thus whether I live or die may be the Lord's. Grant 
these requests, O most merciful God, for the sake of 
thy dear Son, to whom I would flee as my only refuge, 
and to whom be the kingdom, power, and glory, for 
ever, and for ever. Amen. 



CBiiPTBZl ZIX. 



Some of tke sins of 'youth enumerated. 

Sect. 1. The Eeader called upon to review life and reminded 
that the sins of youtli are abhorred by God...;s. 2. Pride.... 
s. 8. The pride of self-righleousness....s. 4. Disobedience to 
Parents.. ..s. 5. Waste of Time. ...Novel reauing noticed as 
one way in which much time is worse than wasted.... s. 6« 
Wilful neglect of divine things. ...s. 7. Lore of worldly pleas- . 
ures,...s. 8. Sabbath-breaking.. ..s. 9. The leading of others 
into sin.... s. 10. Affectionate appeal to young persons on their 
own sinfulness.... s. 11. Prayer. 

Sect. 1. It was endeavoured, in the last chapter, to 
lead you to some knoAvledge of yourself ; and to show 
you that you are, by nature, a fallen, depraved, and 
apostate creature. Now, great God, assist me, whilst I 
strive to convince my youthful readers, not merely of 
the Corruption of their nature, but,of th* error of their 
ways. Display to them whither the paths of sin lead ; 
and bid them seek true happiness in thyself. 

My young friend, I intreat you to follow me, whil6 I 
point out to you, some of those sins, which undo multi- 
tudes. Among these evils, a thoughtless, inconsiderate 
spirit is, in young persons, one of the most common, and 
one of the most fatal. While open impiety slays its 
thousands, this sinks its ten thousands to perdition. A 
time is coming when you must consider your ways. From 
the bed of death, or from the eternal world, you must 
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tj|k6 a review of life ; but as yoa love your soul, Jefer 

not till that «o]e,niQ period, which shall fijpyour. eterpal 

state»,tfie. mpnventous question ; /* How has my life 

. been spent? Look hack on your past years. They arc 

gone for ever. ^But what report .have tliey borne to 
earen ? Whatsis the record niade respecting them in 
the book of God "? WiH they rise . np in the jud^^ent 
against you ? possibly vou may not. see many instances 
of 6agcant crime j but ^o you see pothing", which con- 
science must jsond^mn ; notlyng which would fill you 
with alarm, if going this moment to the bar of your Ma- 
ker ^ Perhaps you, reply, **It is true, I cannot justify 
all the actions ef my youthful years ; yet the worst that 
X see were but the frolics of youth." My. dear friend, 
let me deal plainly with you. Do they bear that name 
in heaven .? D^es your Judge view them in no worse a 
light ? It has ever ,been , the custom of this world to 
^whitewash sin, and .hide its rhideous ^Icformity ; but 
know, that what you pass over so lightly, your God 
abhors as sins ; — sins the least of which if upforgiven, 
would sink your soul to utter,, endless woe. For the 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
tnifrodlinesa and unrighteousness } , The jniquities of 
youth, as well ai^ of riper years, are abhorred by him. 
The sins of youth were the,bitter things, which holy Job 
lamented.; and for , deliverance front which David de- 
voutly, prayed* Thou uirit£9t bitter thpigs against me ; 
. iand makest me to possess the im.qmties of my yauth.'^ 
RjRmember not theMns of my ^/mthy nor ,m^ tranS' 
gression^:, according to thy mcrpy, re^etnber thou me, 
Jor thy g»odnes3^ 6cj:e,0 Lor't^^ 

Take then another review of Dfe. Begm with child- 
hood. .In that early period, fao 9ft en' falsely represent- 
ed as a sQ^e . of innocence, the. corruptions pf a fallen 
nature begin to appear ; and the early years of life are 
stained with falsehood, disobedience, oruelty, vanity 
and pride. Can you recollect no instances^ in whicn 
j'our earlier years were thus ppUuted with actual sin ? 
Can you bripg to ren^embrance no oc<;asion on which 
falsehood came fiom your iy)s ; .or vanitjp, pride, or ob- 
stinacy, was cherished in your heart ; or when cruelty 

»Rom. i. 18. «Job ,:^ui. 26. ^Vs, xxr. 7. 
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to the meanc/ creatures was j^our sport ? Shrink not* 
from the review ; though painful, it is useful ? It is far- 
better to see and abhor your youthful sins, in this world,, 
where n\crcy may be found, than to hav'fe them brought 
to your remembrance when, mercy is no more. 

But you have passed the years of childhood; you 
have aavanced one sfage forward in your journey to> 
an endless world. Has sin weakened as your years in- 
creased ? Have not some sinful dispositions ripened in- 
to greater vigour 1 Have not others, which you knew 
not in your earlier years, begun to appear ; and does 
not increasing knowledge add new guilt to all our 
sins? 

Among the prevailing iniquities of youth, allow me 
to enumerate — 

Sect. 2. Pride. This is a »in common to all ages ; but 
it often peculiarly infects the young. It is abhorred by 
CJod. The proud he knoweth afar off.* He resisteth 
the prottd, but giveth grace to the humble.^ Every 
ONK that M proud in heart is an abomination to the 
Lord.^ fie hateth a proud lookJ A high look and a 
proud heart is sin.^ The proud are cursed.^ Pride is 
the source of numberless mischiefs, and the parent of 
many other vice^^. It puts on a thousand forms ; yet, 
imloss subdued by religion, is found in the palace and 
the cottao^e ; in the king and the peasant. You may 
sec it displayed in the character of the young prodigal, 
Luke XV. 19, &c. Filled Math self-conceit, he thought 
that he no longer needed his father's instructions, or 
>«is father's care ; but had sufficient wisdom and pru- 
dence to be his ov/n master. Has not this pin, which 
God so much abhors, crept into your heart 1 Perhaps 
it has made you haughty, when you should have been 
Iiumble ; obstinate, when you should have been yield- 
ing ; revengeful, when you should have been forgiving. 
You thought it showed spirit to resent an injury or 
insult, instead of patiently bearing it, like him you call 
your Lord. - Perhaps it has filled you with dissatisfac- 
tion, when you should have been all submission. Yo»a 
have thought it hard, in the day of afHiction, that ypii 

'*P3. .cxTxvii.<*. ft James iv. 6. ^Prov. xvi. D. 'Pro.', vi. 71. 
" -^v. xgi, i. ^psaini cxix, 21. 
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should be so tried ; and even if jou stayed the murmur 
^gaindt God from passing your lips, have you not felt 
it in your heart ? Pride has probably led you to neg- 
lect the counsels of wisJom, and to turn a deaf oar to 
those who wished you well for ever. Vain of tho orna- 
ments of appareU have you not bestowed more thought 
on the dress you should wear, than on the salvation of 
your immortal soul ; and been more concerned about the 
Bhape of a coat, or the fashion of a gown or a bonnet, 
than about life or death eternal ? Perhaps you have been 
one of those who spend more tune in surveying their own 
image in a glass, than in seeking the favour of their God. 
Ah ! did pride never lead you to this self-idolatry ? Did 
it never, never fill you with vanity, from the fancy of 
your possessing a pleasing face, or a lovely form, or maor 
ly vigour ? Ah ! foolish vanity, when you must so soon 
say to corruption. Thou art my father; and to the 
worniy Thou art my mother and sister ! Yet, foolish 
as it is, was it never yours ? ** Where is there a face so 
disagreeable, that never was tlie object of self-worship 
in a glass ? And whore a body, however deformed, that 
^ever was set up as a favourite idoH by the fallen spirit 
that inhabits it ?"* Search your heart, and you may 
iuid pride, that heaven-abhorred sin, lurking there in 
dreadful vigour. 

Sect. 3. One of the most prevgjent and most baneful 
kinds of pride is that which I may term the pride of seff- 
righteousness. Our Lord, in the parable of the Pharisee 
and Publican, gives a most striking description of this 
sin. The Pharisee boasts that he was not like others ; 
that he had ngt committed such flagrant crimes as they ; 
and that he practised duties which they omitted. On this 
eandy foundation, h« hope for eternity appears to have 
rested. Nothing like humility entered his heart; but in all 
the pride of fancied virtue, he approached his God. This 
is the exact spirit of multitudes in the present day ; and 
where young persons have been restrained from open im- 
moralities, how commonly does it exist among them ! It 
is pleaded respecting them, ** that they are not like many 
profligate youth around them ; they have not given way 
to profaneness and lying ; to drunkenness or dishonesty ; 

♦ Fletcher. 
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but they have been kmd and dutiful, tender and obliging^;^ 
have good hearts, and are good young people." ' They 
may have lived all their lives careless of God and their 
souls, but this is not taken into account ; others com- 
mend them, and they are willing to believe these com- 
mendations. They please themselves with their fancied 
virtue ; think themselves very good young persons ; and, 
proud of this goodness, go forward to meet that God who 
sees in them ten thousand crimes ; and who abhors no- 
thing more, than^the pride of self-righteousness in a crea- 
ture polluted by daily iniquities. - 

Sect. 4. Another common sin of the young is disobe- 
dience to parents. Honour thy father and mother y that 
it riiay he well with thee, and that thou mayest live 
long on the earth.^^ This is the divine commandment. 
There is, it is true, one case, in which even parents should 
not be obeyed — when their directions and wishes are op- 
posed to those of God ; for we ought to obey God rath^ 
er than men ;" and to love the Redeemer more than 
parents themselves. ^^ Parents are commonly the tender- 
est of friends ; and pious parents among the surest guides 
that the young and inexperienced can have to lead them 
to the footstool of God. Your interests are theirs— your 
welfare their happiness ; but ah ! has their kindness 
met with the return it demanded ? Who, my young 
friend, so much deserve your obedience and afTection, 
as those who gave you being, and who watched over 
your helpless infancy ? The father, whose years have 
been spent in care for you ; the mother, who tended 
you at her breast, and led you through the days of child- 
hood. Have they received this obedience and afl^ctioii 
from you ? 

Perhaps I address one, whose disobedience and un- 
kindness have wrung with grief the hearts of fond and 
pious parents ; and filled them with sorrow instead' of 
gladness. Their desire has been, to see you walking in 
the ways of God. For this they have led you to his 
house. For this, their prayers have ascended, in pub- 
lic and in private. This, by their early instructions, 
and later admonitions, they have warned you to regard 
as the chief end of life"; as that only concern wWch, 

»o Ephes. vi. 2, 3. »»Acts v. 29. "Matt. x. 37, 38. 
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T>eyond all others, should interest your attention, and 
engage all your heart. And now they see you neeli^ent 
<)f God and religion, and mourn in secret that the child 
they lore is still a child of Satan. Ah ! young man, or 
young woman, Jf this he your case, God will bring you 
into judgment. For all your abuse of precious privileges, 
and all your neglect of parental instructionsk -And the 
prayers, and the tears, and the admonitions df your pa- 
rents, will awfully witness against you. Think not, that 
if affectionate and kind to them, jrou will much' mitigate 
the sorrows of truly pious parents. No, they will still 
mourn at the thought that the affectionate child they 
fondly love, is not a child -of God, It will grieve them 
to the heart, to consider how nesfcr you are to endless 
destruction, and how soon they must bid you an eternal 
farewell, when they go to that rest, in which they have 
no hope of meeting you. Ah ! my young friend, if you 
slight religion, pious parents may leave you, mournfully 
saying, in their dying hour, ** Alas, our beloved child, 
we shall see you no^more-; for. our God you have not 
chosen as your God, and our Saviour you have not 
sought as your Saviour ; and the heaven to whicTi we 
go, is a rest to which you have no title, and which, 
dying as yon are, yx)u cannot enter !" Tes, bitterly 
will they mourn to thiiik, that, with so much that is 
lovely in their view, there is in you nothing that is 
lovely in the sight df God ; and that all which they 
-esteem so pleasing m you, must soon \)e buried in the 
deeps )0f hell. 

Sect. 5. Another sin, not peculiar to the yourg, but 
awfully prevalent among them, is the waste of precious 
time. The word of God reminds us that time ia short j^* 
and commands us to redeem the time.^^ The value of 
time is beyond our comprehension or expression. 
'"What its worth, ask death-beds — ^they can tell : 
A moment we may wish when worlds want wealth to buy." 
Time is given us to prepare for eternity; but, alas, bow 
are its golden hours sinned and trifled away. Many 
young persons act as if they thought they had so much 
time before them, that they may afford to squander 
'Bome, when perhaps their wasted youth is their all — all 

i< 1 Cor. vii; 29. wEphes. t. 16. 
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ift which they will ever have an opportunity of prc5arin<j 
for eternity-^all in which they can " 'scape from hell 
and fly to heaven." One of the most common ways, 
in which time is worse than wasted, is the employing 
.of it on romances, plays, and novels. Novels are the 
poison of the age : the best of them tend to produce a 
baneful effeminacy of mind, and many of them are cal- 
culated to advance the base designs of the licentious 
and abandoned, on the young and imsuspecting. But, 
were they free from every other charge of evil, it is a 
most heavy one, that they occasion a dreadful waste of 
that time which must be accounted for before the God 
of heaven. Let their deluded admirers plead the ad- 
vantages of novel-reading, if they will venture to plead 
the same before the worthy Judge eternal. If you aro 
a novel-reader, think the next time you take a novel 
into your handa, ** How shall I answer to my tremend- 
ous Judge, for the time occupied by this ? When ho 
shall say to me, * I gave you so many years in yonder 
world, to fit you for eternity ; Did you converse with 
your God in devotion— did you study his word — did you 
attend to the duties of life, and strive to improve to 
some good end even your leisure hours ? Then, then, 
shall I be willing to reply, ' Lord, my time M'as other- 
wise employed : novels and romances occupied the leis- 
ure of my days ; when, alas ! my Bible, my God, and 
ray soul, were neglected .?" In this Way, and many 
others, is time, that most precious blessing, squandered 
away. Does not conscience remind you of many leis- 
ure hours — hours which, though thoughtlessly thrown 
away, would soon to you be worth more than mountains 
of gold or of pearl. 

Sect. 6. Wilful neglect of the soul and eternity, is 
another common sin of youth. Young persons presume 
on future life, and grieve the Holy Spirit, by delaying 
to regard the one thing needful. They trust in their 
youth. God reproves the folly, and says, Boiut not 
thyself of to-tnorrow ; for thou knotoest not what a 
day may bring forth ,•** but few will listen to the wam^ 
ing. Instead of doing so, they flatter themselves, that 
they shall live for many years ; and tliink sickness, 

^Prov. jcxvii. 1. 
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iJeath, and judgment far from them. Hence they iicg*^ 
lect the sold, and seem to imagine religion unsuitable, 
or at least, not needful for themselves. The blessed 
God calls on them in his word ; the crucified Saviour 
bids them come to himself ; / love tkem, that love met 
and they that seek me early shall find me*^'' The min- 
isters of the gospel urge the advice upon them; prayers 
are offered, tears shed for them ; yet many persist in 
their own ways and, whatever they do, will not remem- 
ber their Creator in the days of their youth. My young 
friend, has this been your sin and folly ? 0, if it has, 
remember how many ways there are out of the world ; 
how many diseases to cut short your days. God gives 
you time enough to secure salvation ; but think not 
that he gives you any to spare. 

Sect.'?. An inordinate love of sensual pleasure and 
worldly gayeties, is another most prevalent pin of youth. 
The word of God describes those who live in pleasure 
as dead while they live ;^^ and classes with the most 
abominably wicked those who are lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God*^ Though such are the dec- 
larations of the Lord, yet, pleasure, pleasure, is the 
chief object of thousands of the young. Son-.e pursue 
it, in the gross and brutish paths of rioting and drunk- 
enness, of chambering and wantonness ;. others in less 
profligate ways, but with hearts nb less intent upon it. 
The card-table, the dance, the hoase race, the play- 
house, the fair, the wake, are the scenes of their high- 
est felicity. My young friend, has not this love of 
worldly pleasure dwelt in your heart ? Perhaps you have 
not run jnto scandalous and disgraceful excesses ; but 
have you not had a greater love to worldly pleasures 
thAn to God and religion ? If you have, you but toa 
surely bear that awful mark, of being a child of de- 
struction, that you are a lover of pleasures more than 
a lover of God. Have you not been present at scenes 
of sinful amusement and guilty festivity? Have not you 
been as anxious as others, for those sensual delights 
which were most sui^d to your taste ? and while thus 
loving this world, have not you forgotten that which is 
to come?' Have not you been more pleased with some 

»7Fr(^v. viii. 17. »n Tim. v, ^. i»2 Tim. \iu i. 
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shining bauble or glittering toy, than with the blessings 
displayed in the gospel ? and been more earnest abont a 
day of promised pleasure than about securing ah eter- 
nity of pure, celestial joy ? Think not that I mean to 
insinuate that the Christian should be the slave of mel- 
ancholy. Far from it ; none have so much reason to 
be cheerful as he, 

" Who reads his title clear, 
To mansions in the skies." 
But wide is the difference between the innocent cheer- 
fulness, and humble joy df the christian, and the vain 
pleasures of a foolish world. The truly religious have 
their delights, though they know that there is, 
No room for mirthful trifling here, 
For worldly hope or worldly fear. 

If life so soon is gone ; 
If now the Judge is at the door. 
And all mankind must stand before 
The inexorable throne. 

Let conscience now answer, as in the sight of God, has 
the love of worldly and sensual pleasure been cherished 
in your heairt? If your situation has prevented your 
freely following the delights of sense, has the love of 
them dwelt within ? If it has, though you should not 
have had the opportujiity of indulging your worldly taste 
once in a month, or a year, you ai'e still, in God's sight, 
afl mueh a lover of pleasures as if these had occupied 
every moment of your time. 

Sect. 8. Sabbath-breaking, though not conflncfd to 
the yourtg, is a sin that eternally ruins thousands of 
them. God calls the Sabbath-day his own, but makea 
the profit of it odrs ; and Sabbaths spent in holiness, 
devotion, faith and love, are blessings which help the 
Boul towards heaven ; while broken Sabbaths increase 
the sinner's load of guilt here, and of misery hereafter. 
At the beginning of time, God set this blessed day apart 
for sacred uses; and his express commandment is, ** Re-» 
member the Sabbath day to J^eep it holy."** He calls 
for the day. He does not say. Keep holy the Sabbath 
morning, or the Sabbath afternoon, or the Sabbath 
evening, but the Sabbath day. Though this awful 

soExodus XX, 8. 
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eommandment is tlius positive and express, yet no sin 
is more common than Sabbath-breaking. Some profane 
the whole day; others a part of it. Some employ many 
of the precious hours of the Sabbath in attending to 
their worldly employments; others make it a season for 
finery and gayety. They go even to the house of God, 
merely to see or be seen. They idle away their sacred 
time in trifling conve]:sation, vain amusements, and silly 
mirth ; or waste the holy day in rambling in the fields, 
with companions as frivolous and worldly as themselves* 
Yet Sabbath*breaking is the fruitful source of sin and 
misery. A Sabbath-breaker is justly described as «' one 
who despises his Maker, rebels against the King of kings, 
defies his vengednce, provokes his wrath, disgraces the 
Christian name, tramples on the laws t>f his country, 
ruins his own soul, and poisons others by his fatal ex- 
ample."* And how have your Sabbaths been spent ? 
Have you been one of the thoughtless young women, 
or loose young men, that, on the Sabbath-day, in giddy, 
but truly, pitiable parties, throng our streets, or wasdiec 
in our fields ? Have you been one who has made that 
most blessed day no blessing to yourself ? 

Sect. 9. The Apostle. Paul, when enumerating some 
of the sins of mankind, concludes the dreadful list with 
that of then* taking pleasure in the sins of others.** This, 
though one of the most awful, is one of the most com- 
mon of human iniquities, and abounds among none more 
than among the young. Young persons are often each 
other's tempters and destroyers. The lewd and profane 
tempt others to lewdness and profaneness: the thought- 
less and the gay persuade others to imitate their levity 
and folly. As if it were not sufficient to have their own 
sins to account for, many thus make themselves partak-^ 
era in the sins of others ; and< as if it were not enough 
to ruin their own souls, many thus contract the guilt of 
assisting to destroy those of their companions and friends. 
Have you never thus. led others into sin=1 Perhaps some, 
who are HOW lost for ever, may be lamenting, iii utter- 
darkness and despair, the fatal* hour when they became 
a<;quainted with you.. Have any learned of you to triflo 
with religion, to squander away their golden day of 

* Wilcox's Sermon on Sabbath-breaking. ^^Rom. i. 32r 
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(gtfiCB, to slight their God, and choose perdition? ICdot 
by words, yet, perhaps, by a careless and irreligious ex^ 
ample, you have taught them these dreadful lessons. 

Sect. 10. I have now named a few youthful iniquities, 
but think not that these things are all. JNo ; every sia 
to which our fallen nature is prone, has been found, not 
merely in those who, by years, were ripened in guilt, 
but in those also who were beginning the journey of 
life. Sin is a disease that taints every age and every 
condition ; and, not to enumerate the darker crimes of 
the multitude, who drink iniquity like water, where, 
my young friend, is the youthful heart that never felt 
the rising emotions of those infernal passions, pride, 
envy, malice, or revenge? Where is the youthful tongue 
that never uttered a profane or wanton, or, at least, 
an imkind or slanderous word ?^ Where is the youth 
possessed of the forms of piety, that never mocked God 
V with solemn sounds upon a thoughtless tongue !'* 
Where is the youthful ear that was never open to drink 
in, with pleasure, the conversation of the trifling and 
the foolish ; and where the youthful eye that never cast 
a haughty, an angry, a wanton or insulting glance? Are 
^ti the person ? Can you appeal to the Searcher of 
liearts, and rest your eternal hopes on the success of 
the ap}>eal, that love, unmingled love to God and man, 
has always dwelt in your bosom — that.no resentful, en- 
vious, or unkind emotion, was ever, for a moment, 
harboured there — that a law of constant kindness has 
«ver dwelt upon your lips — that only meekness, and 
tenderness, and goodness have glanced fiom your eye 
— and that your ear was never opened to hear with 
pleasure of a brother's shame ? Can you make the ap- 
peal ? Surely you cannot. Your own heart condemns 
youy and God ia greater than your heart, and kfiow^ 
eth all things.^ 

A prayer for a young person, sensible ofbeUi^^ in a 
greater or less degree, guilty of the sins enumertUedin 
this Chapter, 

O Lord, the great and dreadful God, whose mercies are 
numberless^ whose compassion is infinite, I have sinned, 
mod have committed iniquity before thcLO f Permit me, 

. «21Johnii. 20. 
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«nce more, to approach thee ; and enable me to c^nd 
with all the humility of repentance, and all the ardour of 
gratitude. If I never prated before, now may I learn to 
pray. Thou art the Father and the God of those who 
rest in heaven ; and Oh ! show me thy forgiving mercy, 
-end give me that interest in thy beloved Son, which shall 

- prepare me to join their triumphant family. But « mo- 
Tnent of time separates me from the dead ; yet, alas ! how 
unprepared am I for the ^solemn change of death. I see» 
■I feel this dreadful truth : but how much more visible is 
it, Lord, to thee. Once, careless and unconcerned, I felt 
no alarm at the thought of meeting thy pure and holy 
majesty. Ah ! sad insensibility ! had I then been called 
to meet thee, I must now have been lifting up my eyes, 
in hopeless misery. If, taught by thy word, I review my 
life, I see it a constant blot. I look back to my child- 
hood, and behold, alas ! how soon the corrupt dispositions 
of my nature appeared. As my years increased my sins 
gained strength ; my heart became more estranged from 
thee ; and my life more smful in thy sight. Thou lovest 
humility, but I have been proud. Thou haet commanded 
me to revere the authors of my being, to listen to their 
•counsels, and, by tenderness, to requite their afiection ; 
•but how often have I slighted their instructions^ forgotten 
their kindness, been yndutifiil to tbem^ and in them to 
4hee. Thou hast directed me to view life as a dream, 
•and, as my great concern, to seek first thy kmgdom and 
righteousness ; but I have presumed on future days ; and 
wasted those thy mercy gave me. i have minded the 
things of time ; and forgotten those of eternity. Instead 
of seeking my happiness in Jesus and in thee, I have 
sought delight amidst the follies of time ; and have grov- 
•clled upon earth, when I should have been soaring to 
heaven. I have loved^O mOst patient God \ may I dare 
to confess it, yet confess it or not, thou knowest the hor- 
rible sin-— I have k>ved the shadowy pleasures t>f this world 
more than I loved thee. O that this stony heart might 
break while I acknowledge my guilt ! I have sunk lower 
than the brutes that perish. They, formed for this world, 
fill up aright their places in it ; but I created to know 

'thee, to serve thee, to lov« thee, add to enjoy the© for 
ever, have yet grovelled in the dust. 

Thy word directs me to redeem the time; but. Oh I 
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how mtatj precious bburs, hours wbidi the dying wouM 
^ve worlds to purchase, have I sinned and idled away, 
Alas ! the hours that I have wasted on frivolous books» 
while thy/ blessed word' has been neglected ! The hours 
I have squandered in trifling conversation and fooli^ 
mirth, while not one word of my Redeemer, or thee, or 
thy goodnesa, has dropped from my lips ! 

Thou, .0 Lord, hast commanded me to hallow the sab- 
.bath.; but I hav<^ wasted many of those sacred days. 
When thy. children have been reaping, immortal good, I 
have been heaping up wrath against the day of wrath. 
Those blessed seasons which might have been, a foretaste 
and a preparative for an eternal sabbath^ in thy heavenly 
courts, even those, to roe,' have been days of thoughtless* 
ness, sin, and folly. Or, if I have gone to thy house, yet 
how often have pride, vanity, and. worldly pleasures filled 
my thoughts, even there : and. I! have departed from thy 
sacred courts, unmoved by thy terrors j uncharmed by thy 
love. When. I look. back upon my sabbaths, what a dis- 
mal blank do they appear. 

To thee, O Lord God, belong mercies and forgiveness, 
though I have rebelled against thee. Thou hast: not been 
in all ray thoughts. By. my ungodly life, I have said to 
thee, depart from met for I desire Hot the knowledge of 
thy ways t and though thy beloved. Son ^ once crucified for 
my sins^ has claimed my heart, I have refused to listen to 
his call. Aiid yet I have deceived myseltV have deemed 
myself almost innocent, have thought my life righteoiis, 
and treated humble piety with contempt, and scorn. True 
-wisdom I. have counted folly ; and folly prized for wisdom. 
Merciful Lord, my lips, my tongue, my eyes, my ears, my 
bands, my head, have all sinn^ against- thee ; but. Oh 
my heart ! the heart L deemed good, what madness has 
dwelt there ! l^iere hidden lay the seeds of every sin. 
There have those corruptions abode, which hell takes 
pleasure in viewing, but which heaven must mourn to see. 
Ther^ anger has burned^ There pride has swelled. There 
•envy and xevenge have rankled. There vanity, indolence^ 
discontent, ingratitude, and all the detei^table brood of' 
human vices, have shown their hateful forms. There too 
has reigned love, for the present dying world, that love 
which leads a legion. of iniquities in its train. And shall 
I now plead that I am innocent ! Shall I now dedare^ 
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that my heart is good, and my fransgreasions few ! Mer- 
ciful God, forgive the l^lihdness which^ deluded me with 
thoughts like these. / No, Otny iniured Father, the small- 
est sin against thee ie huge as the frowning precipice, 
4ark as the shadow of death, and horrid as the depths of 
hell ; and the smallest of my crimes has heen as much 
committed against thee as the more profligate actions of 
some, who never enjoyed the mercies virith which I have 
been favoured. O my God ! as a sinner I would cast roo 
at the feet of Jesus. I cannot hide my guilt from thy 
«yes, let me not hide it from my own. Thou hast sefeli 
all my sins ; hast called on me again and again, and 
hast beheld the world and Satan preferred to thyself. 
Surely love like thine might have melted a rock of ada^ 
mant, yet it melted not my heart. Canst thou yet show 
mercy ? Thou dost. O wonderful love ! shall I abuse it 
still ? O rather may my pulse cease to beat and the warm 
blood to flow through my veins ! Lord lead me to the 
lock that is higher than I ! Load me to the atoning blood 
which washes all sin away. Lead me to Christ crucified. 
Forgive, for his dear sake, the past ; and O, give strength 
and grace for the future. I have lived long enough, alas 
too long ! to the world, to Satan, and myfielf ; now let 
me live to thee. Now, for Jesus' sake, guide me from 
sin to holiness ; from folly to wisdom ; from death to life; 
from vain delight to real joy ; and finally, through tha 
Lamb that was slain, advance me from earth to heaven ; 
there to praise, bless, magnify, and adore redeeming love, 
through ages without end. 

O, gracious Lord, hear my requests, for Jesus' sake^i^- 
MmetL 
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dRAPTBB Ztr. 

Religion briefly described. 

Sr.CT. 1. The importance of Religion asserted by God, and oS- 
ten acknowledged by man, yet neglected, and....s. 2. Oppo« 
6ed....8. S. Brieffy described^.. s. 4. Its foundation laid in 
self-knowledge.. ..8. 5. The knowledge of Christ an essential 
f^rt of Religion — the substance of tlve goepel report respect- 
ing him....s. 6. The doctrine of atonement illustrated, and 
more ftiUy noticed.... s. 7» Faith in Christ the way of salva- 
tion.. ..s. 8. The downcast penitent encouraged....s. 9. Cat^ 
tion against every degree of self-dependence... .s. 10. Holi. 
ncss required of those who follow Jesus» His example propo- 
Bed for imitation.. ..s. 11. The knowlecl^e of Christ designed 
to lead the soul to God as his portion and happiness. ...s. 12. 
The Holy Spirit^he enjoyment of his divine influences es- 
sential to Religion. ...s. 13. Religion, when chosen sincerew 
ly, chosen for life.... s. 14. Further remarks on its nature, »» 
illustrated in the parable of the prodigal son....8. 15. Subject 
pursued in some remarks on the effects produced by an early 
choice of Religion.... a. 16. Form of solemn self-dedication to 
€od....s. 17. Prayer^ 

Sect. 1. All those flattering earthly objects which 
allure the eye and charm the heart, will shortly appear 
but vanity of vanities ; as worthless as sordid dust, and 
as insignificant as the fleeting shadow. This has ever 
4>een the opinion of the pious and truly wise ; and tho 
profane and irreligious have borne the same testimony, 
when the approach of death, and eternity, has taught 
th^m to view the things of time aright. That religion 
is the chief concern of all, is the declaration of the Most 
High ; and early religion is what he solemnly requires. 
** Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years 
draw nigh when thou shalt say, I have fto pleasure 
in thtm,** It is as much as if it were said, •* Mind re- 
ligion while you are young." Let that engage your 
earliest care. Let that possess the first place in your 
heart; for it is worthy of it. In the days of your youth, 
those best days, prepare to meet your God. While 
young, make him your friend ; seek an enduring man- 
sion in the skies ; and thus, to every other source of 
ohecrfulAQSs, add those last and best, your hieaveni/ 
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father's care, and your gratnoos Saviour's love.'* The 
blessed Redeemer, who spake as never man spake, af^ 
fectionately declares the importance and value of real 
piety. Ont thing is heedful.^ What shall it profit a 
man if he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul.* 

Most persons will acknowledge the excellency and 
importance of Religion ; yet few are its real friends. 
J^^ew there be that find it.^ Many are entirely careless 
of it. Others have the form without the power. Oth- 
ers play the hypocrite's part. They •* speak fair words, 
and act foul deeds ; lift their eyes to heaven, and turn 
their sieps to hell.*** Religion is n6t, like many world- 
ly advantages, a blessing that descends from parents 
■to children, from heir fo heir. The child of tl^ most 
pious parents is, by nature, as destitute of the disposi- 
tions which constitute religion, as the child of the most 
profligate. It is not, like the endowments of body or 
mind, as wit, beauty, strength, a blessing that we nat- 
urally possess; fyr the dispositions of the mind, by na- 
ture, are altogether opposite to those of religion. Not 
is religion a blessing that can be acquired without op- 
position and difficulty. The command of Christ is, 
' Strive t4 enter in at the straight gateJ* These word» 
import contendhig in the most resolute and earnest 
manner, and as it were, forHng a way through what- 
ever may oppose. 

Sect. 2. Many, my young friend, are the sources 
whence this opposition arises. The corruptions of your 
own heart will oppose the entrance of divine truth into 
your soul. The false and deceiving opinions o£ the' 
world, would teach you to look on real religion as en- 
thusiasm ; and to treat it with aversion and contempt. 
The evil Spirit, that great enemy of God and man, by 
every delusion, which he can present to your mind, will 
endeavour to prevent your submitting to Jesus Christ : 
and often but too successful are his exertions. If our 
Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost, in whom 
the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them, 
Which believe not ; lest the light of the glorious gospel 
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine into 
*hem.« 

»Lukex. 42. «Mark viii. 30. 'Matt. vJi. U. •Thornton. 
*Luk« xiii. 23. iSCor.iv. 84. 
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And now, while I endeavour to describe to you what 
ieli^ion is^ let me beseech you to unite your prayers 
with mine, that you may indeed be taught of God ; and 
}et tne beseech you to attend as ^riously, to the plain 
and afiectionate truths, that may be presented to you, 
as you woiild do if lying on a dying bed, and there 
earnestly inquiring how salvation might be found. 

Sect, i^ Religion, my young friend, consists in such tk 
practical knowledge of our own guilt and misery, aft 
leads us to abhor sin and ourselves ; and in such an ac- 
quaintance with the blessed God, and the adorable Sa- 
viour, as leads us to believe on Jesus for salvation, and 
resting all our hopes upon his atonement and righteous- 
ness^ to trust our eternal all to his care ; .and to yield 
up ourselves, body, soul and spirit, to the Father, as 
our Father ; to the Son, as our Saviour ; and to the 
Holy Spirit, as pur Sanctifier. 

Sect. 4. The foundation of religion is laid, in a knowl-. 
edge of ourselves; that knowledge of onr own guilt -and 
depravity, to which, in the last two chapters, I directed 
your attention. As sickness teaches the patient to prize 
the physician *s aid, as slavery leads the captive to seek 
ibr liberty, and condemnation makes the criminal cry for 
mercy, so the knowledge of odr own cond^roni^tinn and 
guilt, prepares the soul for the reception of Jesus Christ. 
Aie vou acquainted with this ? Are you sensible that 
you nave rebelled against a God of love ; and are you 
penitent for your transgressions ? You cannot el^e es- 
cape destruction. The Lord has declared, except ye rf- 
pent^ye shall all likewiae perish,^ God nofo eom- 
mandeth all meut every where, to repent.^ This re- 
^ntance consi:9t8 not in a transient sorrow for sin, but 
in such a sense of its evil, vileness, and ingratitude, aa 
begets in the soul abhorrence of it, and an anxious deshre 
for deliverance from its power and pimidbment. 

Sect. 5. If knowledge of yourself, and of the evil of 
sin, has humbled you in the dust ; and led you, from 
the heart, to exclaim, ** Ood be merciful to me a sin^ 
ner ;** then, pi^rmit me to add, that a most essential 
part of religion, is an acquaintance with the Lord Jesus 
Christ I moan not a mere speculative knowledge of 

»Lakejuii. 8. «Acts svii, 30. 
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his excellencies, like that, which even an infernal syint 
may possess, but such a practical knowledge of his 
power and grace, and such a belief in him as subdued 
the soul ; and lond-j the penitent sinner to make Jesus 
his hope, his trust, and his all. The substance of the 
Gospel message respecting Jesus Christ isy — that his 
Oature was divine; he was in the beginning with God;^ 
— that his own in&iite compassion and his Father's lov^ 
led him to assume the nature of man ; He took on him 
the form >ofa servant, and was made in the likeness of 
tnen*^ Though he was richyfor your sokes he hecame 
poor 9 that ye through his poverty might be rieh.-^-^ 
That his great object was to atone for sin. He was 
wounded for our transgressions ; he was bruised for 
cur iniquities ; the chastisement of our peace was up' 
on him; and with his stripes we are healed.^ — That this 
wonderful plan for the redemption of a ruined world, 
was the effect of the love ana wisdom of God. God 
commendeth his love towards usy in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.^ We have re- 
demption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of his grace, wherein he hath 
abounded towards us, in all wisdo?nJ — ^And that Jesus 
Christ is now exalted at the right hand of power to 
intercede for his flock ;^ to guide, guard, and protect 
them ;^ to receive them at the hour of death ;*® and 
hereafter to appear as the Judge of all ; when be will 
pass on all mankind, the sentence that shall fix their 
eternal state ; and when he will perfect the happiness 
of all his humble friends.** 

Sect. 6. I have often thought that the important 
doctrine of Christ's atonement for the sins of man, may 
receive a plain and familiar illustration, from the history 

•John I. 1 ; also Pliil. ii. 2; Rom. ix. 5; Col. i. 15, 16; Heb. 
i. 2—10 ; 1 John v. 20, &c, ^phii. ii. 7. 4 2 Cor. viii. 9 ; 
also Luke xix. 10 ; Gal. i. 3, 4 ; Tit. ii. 14 ; John x. 17 ; Rev. 
i. 5, &c. Hba. Yin, 5 ; also Isa. hii. 6, 8, 10, 11, 12; John 
X. 15; Acts XX. 23; Rom. v. 6; 1 Cor. xv. 3; 1 Pet. iii. 18; 
ditto ii. 24 ; Rev. vii. 14, &c. «Rom. v. 8. ^Eph. i. 7, 8 ; 
abo John iii. 16, 17 ; Eph. ii. 4 ; 1 John iv. 10, 14. sRom. 
viii. 84; Heb. iv. 14, 16. ^Psa. Ixxii. 4; Eph. i. 22; John 
X. 11, 28, 29 ; 2 Cor. xii. .9, »ojohn xiv. 3. »''Mat. xvi- 27; 
xsv. 31, &c.; 2 Thess. i. ^— 0> &c.. 
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of Zaleacas, an artcient prince. He wati a lawgiret to 
his people, and among Yib laws Was one ^ which detlafed 
that the eyes of an adulterer should be put out as at 
punishment for his sin. It so happened that the kmg*» 
own son was the first convicted of the crime. Tfe« jda- 
tice of the lawgiver called for the executioh of the sen- 
fence. The pity of the parent pleaded for its remission-^ 
What was to be done 1 The king at lei^h determined 
that his son should lose one ^ye, and he himself woiri<| 
losq one. Thtls should the sin bo pimished, though ha 
himself would bear part of the punishment dae to hist 
guilty child. Vqu here see such a stern regard to jus- 
tice, as would convmce the whole nation that the law* 
could not be broken with hnpumty ; ahd yet suolt 
fatherly compassion as should melt the heart of tb» 
half-pardoned ofiender, into deep repentance and sel^ 
abhorrence. 

In the ease of man, and in your own case, sin has de*. 
served eternal punishment. Its ^ages (that recompenca 
which it has deserved) is detzth.^^ The justice of God 
Called for the execution of the Sentence ; but his wis- 
dom devised a plan of mercy for a rebellious World; and 
his compassion induced him to adopt the plan. It wa?, 
that his beloved S6n should snfibr for guilty man, and 
boar the curse instead of hhn." Thus would sin be 
punished; and thus might the sinner be entirely forgiven. 
Thus did God give to his whole intelligent Oreation an 
awful proof that sin j*^ in his dominions, could not eseapia 
nnpunished. Yet, while showing his infinite hatred of 
sin, he showed his infinite love to ruined man, in thus 
appointing his beloved Son to stand in the sinner's 
place ; a^ in thus punishing ih Christ the sins of man, 
that the penitent sinner might go free. 

Sect. 7. An acquaintance with this divine Saviour is 
absolutely needful for you. He is set forth as the only 
foundation for a sinner's eternal hopes." His is thi 
only name by which a sinner can be saved ;^ and he is 
the only way of access to Ged.** The way of satvatioi^^ 
is believing on him from the heart. Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shatt be saved.^ He that 

liRoTi. vi. 28. i^Gal.-iii. n. »3 1 Gor^iji. Il* »<A«U *v. Jl^ 
^^Jom xiv. 6. **Acts .ivi 3i. 
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hvHeveih and'is baptized shrill be setv^d,^ But my 
young friend^ permit me aflbctionately to caution yoa 
against d(iceivmg your own soul with the shadow of 
beiief instead of the substance, for in one sense the det» 
ils believe and tremble.^^ Believing in Jesus is termed, 
in scripture, believing with the heart,^^ ' There is the 
-consent of the heart to this plan of salvation, as well 
as the persuasion of the mind. Believing on Christ, is 
described as a receiving Of him.^ If yon believe you 
will receive him as your Lord, your hope> your Savioui', 
your all. Believing is also described as being a persua- 
sion of divine truths, and an embracing of tbem.*^ if 
you l>elieve on Jesus, you will be persuaded, on God'd 
authority, that he is what the scriptures represent, an all^ 
sufficient Saviour ; that he has done what the scriptures 
declare, that he has laid down his life for you ; and, 
persuaded of these truths, yo\i will embrace this great 
salvation. Beliqving is represented as ^^ovng to Christ; ^ 
k id such a conviction of his power ttrA grace as is at« 
tended by the gqing, as it wore, of the soul to him for 
Hfe and salvation. Look then to him. Rest your eter^ 
nal all on his righteousness abd death. Let this become 
your plea for obtaining mercy and heaven, that Jesus 
loved you. ; that Jesus died for you. Go in the solemn 
moments of retired devotion, and entrust your all to Je- 
sus. Can you not there say to him, to whom darkneffl 
and day ate alike, <* Lord, I adore thee as my Saviour* 
t^ou didst die for my sins, and I commit my«'eternal all 
to thee.. W^ish me in thy blood; yvhsh not my feet only, 
hoi also my hands and my head. Thy gospel I embmce. 
All that thou discoverest let me believe ; all that thou 
teachest let me learn. T-hy exartiple 1 would follow. All 
that thou lovest let me love, all* that thou hatest let me 
hate ; and all that thou commandest, let my faitb, work- 
ing by love, urge me to obey. Be thou my all ; thy 
death and righteousness my hope ; thy life my pattern ; 
thy word my rule ; thy glory my aim ; thy love ray Lea- 
ven." 

A well placed trust in J«sus Christ will be found a sure 
support for hope and peace and jOy, when all other de- 

"Mark xvi. 18. ^Manies ii. 19. »Rom* x. 10. «>John i. 12- 
s»HeU. xi. 13. ««JoUnvi.35. 
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))endonoi^3 sink in eterntil ruin ; and all oihor ho}^c8 arer 
blasted in black despair. The soul conimilted to his 
€Aro Av'.ll be 8ofe through its litilo 8tay among the objectsr 
of time and sense; and, w ha^ is far more impurtantf 
w»l! be safe and happy when tlie graves are giving up 
tho'r (lead, nhen the world is fleeing from the majesty 
of if^ Maker's face, and when creation is perishing in fi- 
nal Hames. 

SecL 8. But perhaps you ask, ** May I thus approach 
the Lo^d ? may one so vile draw near to him with confi- 
dence ?** You may ; his word declares it. Corner says 
the compassionate Jesns, Come unto me, all ye that 
iab^r and are heatoy laden and J will give you rest.^ 
Him that eometh to me I will in no wise cast out.^ 
He is able to save to the uttermost y all that come unto 
Ood by himJ^ Whosoever will let him take of the 
water of life freely.^ Come^ for all things are now 
"ready. '^ The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
from all svn,^ A poor heathen was once directed to 
make atonement for his sins, by driving iron spikes 
through his sandals ; on these to place his naked feet ; 
' and in thorn to walk about four hundred and eighty miles. 
He began his painful journey but halting imder a tree, 
where the gospel was sometimes preached, a missionary 
«ame, and preached in his hearing, fr6m " the blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanseth from all wn."^ While he waa 
preaching, the roan rose up, threw away his torturing 
sandals, exolaimed, ** This is what I want;" and became 
a livinof witness that the blood of Christ does cleanse 
frcim all sin. The same way of mercy is open to you. 
If salvation is what you want you may find it in him, who 
has saved thousands, and who will save thousands more. 
Many a promise and many an invitation, unite to declare^ 
that you shall not apply to film in vain. 

Sect. 9. Numbers profess a regard to Christ, whose 
hopes are in reality, built upon themselves ; and they 
imagine that when they have done as well as they can, 
Jesus will make up the rest. But that knowledge of the 
Saviour, in which so much of religion consists, leads to 
very different views. If you enjoy this, Jesus Christ will 

«Mat.xi.28. ^^Jchn vi.37. s«Ecb. vii. 25. -»Hev. xjui. 17. 
T^o«v. 17, *8 1Johui. 7. 
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he your all. Von will jas a lost, JiBl{)IeBd, coftdemced oof! 
•ivretchiiil cresture, f3ome to bina for lift. Your whole 
tmst wHl be in imu : AbhDrrix^^ yoorseif^ y«u will &et 
-to him as y#iir «ole <tepen«leiico. Vou will indulge no 
f jope, from imaginhag that your sina are few or Boiall $ 
4>iit -will xywn tliem deserviii|r of divine TvTath. You wiU 
jm longer rest tm the deluding, but absolucely lalee no*> 
tien, that you hare done as well ae you ce^d, end that 
therefore <>od wlU accept yoxi, but you wtli be huaibled 
as a*guilty creature at yom- Maker's feet. Nothing past* 
nothing present, nothing future of yotir own, intist, in the 
«hghte«t degree, be the groimdof your dependence; L>ut, 
«fl stripped of every thing, as in yourself destittite of aU 
^[ood, you nrast look to H^ Lamb of God A dyirgmino 
ister, eminent in bis dny, onee said to a Tisiter that was 
taking leave of hirae— ** Sir, I aaa every day expecting my 
<leatii, but I desire to die like thc^ thief,^ erying to the 
cruoiiicd Jesus for nicncy* I am nothing ; I have nothr 
ing, I can do nothing, except what is unworthy ; my eyo 
ami kope^ and faith is to -Christ on his cross. 1 bring all 
«U) worthiness, like that of the poor xlying tbicf uato him; 
and bav« no more to plead than lie. Like the poor thief« 
I am waiting to be received, by the iafinij;^ grace of my 
Lorfl, into hie kmgdom.*' 

£ect. 10. But, my young iriend, do not mistake tke 
naiure ef the Gospel, or imagine tha;t because the soul is 
saved solely through the obedience and death of Christ, 
upon its believing in him, tliat therefore holiness of heart 
and life is an iniimportant thing. fVitbout holiness no 
man shall stt the Lord.^^ When Jesus invitee the hum- 
bled soul to him, be adcb, T&ke nty yoke upon you cmd 
ieam of^me :^ He soys. Ye are my friends if ye do 
whatsoever Icomvttmd you.^ If a man love me he wiH 
keep my words.^ The true christian's faith is represent- 
ed as, faith which works hy low ;^ and without the 
fruits of holiness, faith is deud being alonc.^ The Son 
of God says to his firiende. Let your tight so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works ^ emd .glorify 
ffour Faiher who is in heaven'.^^ The apostle Paul argues, 
that true chnstians are dead to ^in, and so should Het 

3^LnkBXJt4i.|ih 3iReYxii.l4. *fMat.«.». ^Johnx^. 14. 
^Johnwr. Sj. 35G«l. V. 6. »«JtmesH.17. »?J4a«.j[.ae. 
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no longer thercifiy but shonid yi^ld themselves to God, 
and their members as instruments of righteousness ; 
that their fruit is to be unto holiness, and the end ever- 
lasting life.^ He elsewhere declares, that the Son of 
Ck>d gave himself for thorn, with this design, that he might 
redeem them from all iniquity ; and purify unto him" 
self a peculiar people, zealous of good works.^ If yoH, 
from your ' heart, receive the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
Redeemer, you will also submit to him as your sovereign 
Lord. You will love the commandments of God, as just 
and holy. Tou will yield up yourself, body, soul and 
spirit to the Lord Jesus Christ ; that whether yeu Itoe 
you may live to the Lard, or whether you die, you may 
Hie to the Lord,^ While religion leads you to trust the 
Saviour's death, it will lead you to copy his life. 

The great principle of real holiness, implanted in all 
who truly embrace tj^e gospel, is, that they are now no 
longer their oton ; but * bought with a price,'* the price 
of * blood divine,' and therefore bound * to glorify God 
in their body and spirit which are Gi>d*s,**^ being now 
restored to him, their rightful owner ; and become the 
property of God. From such a dedication of soul and 
body to Christ, flows holiness, far superior to all the mere 
moral goodness (as it is termed) of the world. They 
■who are given up to Jesus, wish to lose their own will 
and adopt his ; to think, and act and move as he would 
have them. Hence their desires after increasing and 
per^ct holiness ; for they belong to him, who is holiness 
Itself. Henc^ their love to a better world, and their 
deadn^ss to this ; for they follow him who cared nothing 
for this world, but whose home was heaven. Hence their 
lives can no longer be devoted to the pursuit of trifling 
vanities ; for they are not their own, but have nobler 
objects to mind. They have a heaven to reach ; a God 
to glorify, and a Saviour to honour, — a Saviour, whose 
command to every one of his disciples, is Fellow thou 
me,^ He has left us his example that we should fol- 
low his steps.^ 

Take, my friend, a brief survey of his character, whom 
the christian is ordered to follow. Love was the distia- 

asUom. vi. 11, 15, 22. 39Titus ii. 14. ♦'Rom. xiv. 8- 

« 1 Cor. vi. 20. « John x?i. 22. 43 1 Pct. ii. 21. 
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gabhiiiaf trait m tlie .character of Jcfus Christ, love to 
GoJ in the highest degree ; love'toman ; love to friends; 
aod love to enemies. Love to God swallowed up eveiy 
other passion in his breast. It was his meat and drink 
to do his heavenly father's will,** as it were, his refresh- 
ment and support, not his labor and fotigiic. Here was 
one mark of his perfect love ; and submissien to the will 
of God was another. In the hour of his extpemit v, his 
language was, *« The cup which my father hath given mo 
shall I not drink it ;»5 « not my will, but thine bedone.»46 
Frequent communion with God in prayer and praise, dis- 
played also the heavenly Ioto that glowed within his heart. 
The same gracious, disposition appeared in him toward? 
mankind. He never laughed at human follies ; but wept 
for human sins and woes. fHis laboured for the happi- 
ne^ of men. €n the midst of poverty, in spite of oppo- 
sition, in the^pxospect of death, he continued his labours ; 
unhindered by calumny, reproach, or ingratitude. He 
lived, striving to make happy some ofthe sons and daugh- 
ters of Adam ; and he died, to open for them, that way. 
to heaven, which none shall ever shut, ^uch was his. 
love to mail. To. his friends, how tender ! Read his 
discourse to them, and his prayer for them in John's Gos- 
pel, c. 14, to c 17, and there behold the expressions of 
his love. To his enemies how kind I Let his behaviour 
witness this, when he shed tears for them who shed his 
blood ; or, when upon his cross, he prayed, " Father for. 
give them, for they not what they do."'*'' He was meek^ 
when insulted, calm when provoked ; ready to forgive aa 
injury, and not to revenge himself upon the injurer. No 
selfish passions dwelt within his breast. Though rich ho 
had become poor that through his poverty he might mako 
many rich.'*^ He lived and died for others. His maxims 
were like himself; or like those of the heaven from which 
ho came ^ not iihe tho^ of the earth on which he abode. 
Do good to them thai hate you.^ Alt things whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to yoth do ye even the 
same to them,^^ It is more biessedito gine than to re- 
ceive.^^ Lay not up for yourselves treasures^* upon 

•^.Tohniv.at «John xviii. 11. 4«Lukexxii.42. ^JjvMexxVn.fii. 
*» 2 Cor. vili. 9. ^^^Mtit, v. 44. "^Mat. vji. 12. "Acts xs. 35. 
wjMat. vi. 19. 
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earth ; Init lay up finr ytnfrsehti trtdsures in hewen. 
Wherever the bletscd gospel is embraced, and Jesus fol- 
lowed, a change most truly glorious and divine i^ill takd 
place. Under its hearenly influence, man becomes a netd 
tSreature ; old things pa$$ awatf^ and all things betome 
n0w.^ Let tfaa passionate come to Jesus, atid mildness^ 
in their breasts will take tfa« place of anger. The cove- 
tous tvill grow liberal ; and nom loving to grasp all they 
«an, will love to part with the utmost in their pow6r. The 
proud become bumble. Drunkards learn sobriety : and 
ttrs love the truth. Thieves become honest. Sabbath- 
breakers improve th^ sacred days they wasted once. 
The prayerless learn to pray, and find their duty and 
their pleasure united in devotion. The bard-hearted 
change their natures for compassion. The implacable 
>eam to forgive, as they hope to be forgiven. The earth- 
ly-minded renounce the things of earth, and seek their 
treasures in heaven. Tlie man who trembled almost at a 
•baking reed, becomes, in his Redeemer's cause, fearless 
as a lion. And they who have been addicted to, what 
. are commonly esteemed, the most incurable vices, under 
the influence of true religion, change pollution for purity ; 
wickedness for holiness ; and the likeness of devds for 
ihe likeness of God. It is true, these glorious victories of 
divine truth and love, often pass unnoticed by the world. 
No trumpet sounds the christian's fume ; no herald tells 
of his deathless victories. He often lives and dies, hon- 
oured by bis God, and happy in him, though little known 
bjman. 

'' Will many a ffem of purosf ray serene. 
The dailL nnfatbom'd caves of ocean bear ; 
Full Biany a flower, is born to blush unseen. 
And waste its stveetoess on the desert air." 

There tfre few situations in which christians can shoiw 
those bright specimens of glowing piety, which dazzle the 
•yes of others ; but that steady, humble, constant piety; 
those secret desires for holiness and heaven ; that pri- 
^afe, daily converse with God in prayer ; that cheerful^ 
firm dependence on the atoning Saviour ; and those at- 
femptaiy in the retired sceneu of- domeatie iile, to hf e a» 
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«)|>08iles would have lived, if placed in a like situation ; 
all this flbws from following Jesus, as surely as water 
flows from a fountain. All this ,is the efiect of bein^jp 
not our own ; but of having Christ live in us ; and be- 
ing given up to the Lord. If we were wandering in an, 
unknown country, and, having lost our way, had intrus^.- 
ed ourselves to a guide, should we not renountce oiir 
own judgment, and our own will, and be so at oujr lead* 
er's disposal, that we might almost be said to move with 
his feet, and^ee with his eyes ! Such is the case in re« 
ligion. We have lost our way to a better world ; and, 
if christians indeed, shall commit ourselves to Jesus* 
care, to be saved by him, and in his way, by grace 
alone ; yet to go where he bids ; to do what he en<* 
joins; to live as he directs ; to love what he loves ; 
to hate what he hates ; to shun what he commands ua 
to avoid ; to sit at his feet and learn of him ; and ta 
follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. 

Sect, 11. Closely connected with the knowledge of 
the Son is the Knowledge of the Father ; indeed so 
closely, that they cannot be separated. This is life 
eternal, to know thee, the only true God, and Jesm 
Christ, whom 'thou hast sent^ Jesus was God mani' 
fested in the flesh.^ In him shone such a lively picture 
of the Father's excellencies, that, he who hath seen him, 
hath seen the Father.^ Yet it is proper, my young 
friend, to remind you, that Jesus is your v/vlj to God.* 
The design of Christ is to bring you to the Father, and 
reconcile you to him.° He is the mediator, or interces- 
sor, by whom you may find acceptance, with your most 
compassionate, but much injured God. The glorious * 
perfections of God claim your most devout reverence 
and admiration. Such is his infinite majesty, that this 
vast world, with all its islands, all its continents, all its 
nations, is in his sight, as the small dust on the balance* 
or the drop of a bucket.^ Before him, 

*f Worms, angols, men, in every different sphere. 

Are equal all for all are nothing here.** 

Such is his power, that in an instant he could create a 
thousand suns, and ten thousand worlds to roll around 

> John xvii. 3. «1 Tim. iii. 16. 3John xiv. 9. *John xiv. 6, 
»;8 CQr, v. 18, «Is. jd, 16. 
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tliem ; and in aaitfther ihsttnt could destroy them all; 
Such is hla knowLedge, that he knows whatever has 
been, through the eternity that is past ; and whatever 
will be, through the eternity to come. He is acquainted 
with the actions, words, and thoughts of every one that 
ever lived on the earth ; he sees what now are ours, 
and what will be those of all the nations that are yet 
nnbom. Such is his love, that for the sake of saving & 
lost race, he gave up to humiliation, sorrow, and death, 
his best beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, the part*-^ 
ner of his throne, the brightness of his glory y and the 
empress ima^e of his person.'^ Thousand thousandB 
minister unto him, and ten thousand times ten thou* 
Band stand before himfi It is against this great and 
dreadful, though gracious God, that you have rebelled ; 
but the blessed Jesus. would lead you ba<^ to him4 If 
you obey the gospel, God will become your father. To 
him you will yield op what you have and are, as a rea- 
sonable sacrifice. In him you will seek, your happiness ; 
and in his presence your eternal rest. To know him, 
to love him, and to enjoy his favour, will be the hi^'h- 
€st ambition of your soul. 

<* Give what thou wilt, without thee we are poor ; 

And with thoe rich, take what thou wilt away." 

Every mercy comes from God ; and every mercy should 
lead you nearer and nearer to him. The first and great- 
est of the commandments is to love him. Sm indeed 
has made you live, not to God, but to yourself. Selfish 
and lower views have ruled in your heart ; but if, by 
the Gospel, you are led back to God, he will be your 
happiness, and his glory your aim. It will be your de- 
sire to be conformed to his will ; your pleasure to 
please him : so that truly " you'll live to pleasure 
while you live to God." Your mterests, and those of 
your Creator, will be no longer disjoined and opposite; 
but again united. Your wish will be that his will may 
be done in you ; that his will may be done by you ; and 
that his will may be done with you. 

Sect. 12. I would add, my young friend, that a very 
important part of religion is a knowledge of the Holy 
Spu'it. Men, when first awakened to regard divine 

7John iii. 16. sDan. vii. 16. 
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thmgs, oflen imagine that their own ein^eaTonrs aie to 
produce in them those graces lyhich real ^leligion dis^ 
plays. The word of God> on the other hand, describes 
^em. as the fruit bf a far superior power ; and repre- 
sents them as formed by the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spiiat is promised to them the^t ash for its aid.' The 
christian is hotn of the Spirit* The Spirit is sent toi. 
eonvince the world ofsin.^ By the power of the Holy 
Spirit the love of God is shed abroad in the heart,* By 
hun hope abounds in the believer.^ His mind is enlight- 
ened^ he is 8ancti6ed;7 and strengthened,^ by the Spirit 
of God. By Ihe Spirit, he is taught to cry, Jibba Fc^ 
ther;^ atul love^ joy, peace, long sufferings gentlenese^ 
goodnese, faith, meehnes; temperance, are the fruits 
of the Spirit."* 

All the graces of the christian* character, all the parts 
of holiness, are thus produced by the spirit of God ; 
and while you are assure^ that, without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord,^^ you are taught to- look to God 
for his Spirit to form your heart anew.^' While it is to 
be your aim to glorify God, in all things, your depend- 
ence for ability to do so, is to be on the promised Spirit. 
Yet think not, that, on this account, sloth and negli- 
gence, in religious matters, will be excused. The abuee, 
which Satan and the world would have you make of 
this evangelical doctrine is, that if the work is thus 
God's, yoa need not trouble yourself respecting it» A 
surer guide, the Lord himself, makes a widely diflerent 
inference; That < he works in you, both to will, and 
to do,' is made, by him, the reason why yon ' should 
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.'^ 
When the husbandman in spring, scatters his seed on 
the ground, he cannot make one corn produce a blade, 
or one blade produce* an ear ; but God, by his se- 
cret working, makes the seed vegetate ; clothes the 
field with green» and, in the appointed. weeks of har- 
vest, loads it with waving ears of ripened com. Who 
produced this harvest ? Ndt man but God. Yet would 

>Loko. zi. 13. 'John iii. l^, 'John zvi. 8. ^Rom. v. 5. 
fRom. XV. la. *1 Cor. ii. 12. 7^1 Cor. vi. 11. ^Eph. iii. 16. 
oGal. iv.6. »0Gal.v.22. "Heb.xii. 14. »8Joha Ti. 87--«9. 
wphiL ii, 12, 13. 
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Ood h^ve produced it, if the husbandman had neither 
ploughed nor sowed his field 1 Most surely not. He 
u^ould have had no crop to reap, if he had pleaded"-* 
^ The work is God's, so I need not labour.' As it is ill 
this case, so is it in religion. The work is God's, and 
his shall be the praise ; yet man must use the means 
and labour for his own salvation. He can no more 
-change his own heart than he can make the hard earth 
bear fruit ; but let him use the means which his Re* 
deemer puts in his power, and God will, give the bles" 
sing ; for he has promised to do so. But if, because 
salvation is of grace, and holiness by the Spirit of God, 
men neglect the means, and labour not for their own 
salvation, they have no more prospect of eternal hap« 
piness than a husbandman would Have of reaping an 
^abundant crop, who never concerned himself with sow- 
/ing a single grain. If you turn to Qod and believe on 
Christ, you will be a temph of the )Soly Spirit,^* and 
shoQld not his temples be holy ? With nim working in 
your heart, how inexcusable would you be to continue 
the slave to sin. 

Thus you see what Religion is ^ it consists not in a 
around of outward forms, though if it be enjoyed out- 
ward privileges will be prized and improved. It con- 
sists not in the strictest mere morality, though if it in- 
fluence the heart, holiness must surely follow ; but in 
such a knowledge of God in Christ as makes believers 
his, and not their own. 

Sect. 13. If religion be chosen by you, you will deter- 
.mine in God's strength, to abide by your choice to your 
latest day. While the almost christian halts between 
die world and Jesus, those who really flee to him do so 
to be his decidedly. < The .world will laugh at me,' 
may the young christian say, * well, let it laugh, if I 
may but enjoy the smile of God, I can bear the sense- 
less laugh of men !* * The woi-ld will frown- on me ; 
well let it frown. It frowned on my Master be^re me, 
and the disciple is not greater than his Lord.*- If you 
flee to Jesus, you will flee to him to be his, not only 
decidedly, but for ever. You will view religion as c 
blessing chosen once, but chosen for life. You ^n 

«aCor. ui. 16. 
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value it as tbe oiie thing needful, compared wHh which 
Bofiering or delight, life or death below are nothiiig» 
You will view his Gospel as a blessiag most valuable in 
itself, and most important to you, though there wer^ 
not another person on the face of the globe. As a 
blessing so inexpressibly valuable and momentous, that 
you wookl prize it, though it were neglected by every 
human being but yourself ; and though all the nations 
of the earth should unite to deter you from embracing 
it. Such was the spirit of the martyrs. Their religion 
w^s not a blessing valued merely when the sun of pros* 
perity shone, but one to which they clung when the 
•storms of adversity and persecution beat upon/th^m, and 
wnen the hour came that Christ or life should be re- 
signed. Though not catied to martyrdom, yet that high 
•degree of value for Christ, which animated them, must 
dwell in your heart, or your religion will be an empty 
name i for the Lord has declared, He t^at lovefh fa- 
ther or mother more than f»6, ia not worthy of me; 
and he thai loveth son or daughter more than me, is 
not worthy of me ; and he that taketh not his cross, 
and'fbUoweth after me, is not worthy ofme»^^ Who^ 
soever he be ofyoti that forsaheth not all that he hath^ 
he fiannot be my disciple.^ 

Sect. 14. You have already, in one of two instances, 
been referred to the parable of the prodigal son ; per- 
mit me to fefer you to it more at large, as afibrding fi 
beautiful description of real religion. In its first part 
(Luke XV. H— .-16) you have a picture of man while 
destitute of real piety ; a picture, my young friend, of 
what you yourself have been. The prodigal 103e8 all 
afiection for his father ; wanders from him ; squanders 
kis all as if distracted, and plunges deep in sin and mis- 
ery. You have wandered from a kinder father ; and as 
you were shown in chapter 2, have acted, towards God, 
the prodigal's part. His sin was followed by misery ; 
and unless you repent, yours must be by eternal ruin. 
But he repented. In the second part of the parable, 
ver. 17 — 19, is contained a lively description of the na- 
-ture of real repentance. He eame to himself ; he felt 
his misery; he was humbled for his ^in and folly; l<mge^ 

»Mat^ X. 87, 38. >^Luke ^. ^ 
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in the meanest place in hid father's house ; and arbse 
to seek forgiveness. Such is repentance. The once 
careless sinner, the thoughtless trifler comes, as it were, 
f o his right mind ; He sees that in neglecting humble 
piety, and wandering from his God and Saviour ,^ he haa 
acted, as if bereft of sense and reason ; he abhors his 
fiin ; he is humbled for it ;• he longs for a place,' though 
it be the meanest, in the family of God: Keligion which 
he once scorned, is now the object of his anxious wish; 
and, in sincerity and truths he turns from the ways of 
sin to seek his God. The receptiea the prodigal met 
with, ver. 20 — 24, displays the nature ef the GospeL 
No sooner did he sincerely repent and apply for mercy, 
tha]» he found it. His father welcomed him to his bos- 
om, -and received him as his son again. Yet, observe> 
he had done nothing to deserve his favour. It was not 
of works, (through any works of his) for he had re- 
turned to his parent a wretched, destitute outcasts Yet 
xio sooner did he return, than he was fully and freely 
forgiven ; his^ transgressions were blotted out, and he^ 
restored at once to his father's favour. Such is the 
grace disp^yed to you in thd' Gospel. It is as free. It 
is as full. No' works of yours can deserve the favour 
of your God. You have none that are worthy of his 
regard.' What had the prodigal ? But he was imme' 
dicUely 2SiA freely forgiven ; so wiH you be if you come 
, to God by Christ. iTou are, in a spiritual sense, as des- 
titute, as wretched /as guiky as he ; 4ut mercy as great 
is ready, at once,- upon your believing from the heart 
on Christ, to forgive yoti-, snd save you^ and make you 
a child of the Most High. Observe one particular more. 
The prodigal, thus freely pardoned,- was admitted again ,r 
as a son into ,his father's family : What would be his 
conduct there .^ Surely every motive of gratittide and 
love would urge him ta obey his father's will ; but the 
motire would not be that he might find mercy, for he 
had found it ; it woruld not be ta gain admission into 
his father's house, for he had gained it j far nobler 
motives, the motives of love would influence his coii- 
duct. Such is the obedience, which! have described 
as the fruit of Religion. ^ Evangelical obedience spring 
from love, that love which faith produces. The true 
christian serves God^ not to gcsin admission into hi* 
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Pa therms family, for when he came to Christ he gtAned 
this blessing ; but he renders to him the obedience of & 
child,thankful for a thousand favours. * He is justified by 
faith alone, yet not by 9^ faith which is alone, but which 
contains the seeds of universal obedience;** and having 
found mercy of the Lord, he lives to God. The differ- 
ence between the state of mind in a person hoping to 
gain heaven, by his defective obedience, and that of the 
person justified by faith, is well described in the folloWf 
ing lines of one of Cowper's hymns — 

Then all my servile works were done 

A righteousness to raise ; 
Now, freely chosen in the Son, 

I freely choose his ways. 
What shall I do, was then the worol* 

That I may worthier grow 1 
What shall I render to the Lord 1 

Is my inquiry now. 
To see the Law by Christ fulfiird. 

And hear his pard'ntng voice. 
Changes a slave into a child. 
And duty into choice. 

Sect. 15. Uavin&^now described to you what religion 
18, it may seem almost superfluous to add, that early 
piety consists in your thus becoming a disciple of Christ's 
m your youthful days. If this be your wisdom and hap- 
piness, you will give your youth to God : you will listen 
to him saying. Wilt thou not from this time cry unto 
me, my Father, thou art the guide qfmy youthv"^ and 
the language ©f your heart will be, " Blessed God, by 
thy help, I will. I consecrate the morning of my life 
to thee. I owe thee as much as eternity caii acknowl- 
edge. Take then, take the little, y«t the best that I 
can offer; the prime, the flower of my days. Most young 
persons around me are ruled by the maxims of a corrupt 
world. Sinful nature governs them ; evil companions 
lead them astray, and Satan urges them to perdition ; 
but. Lord, I will listen to thy voice. Be thou my guide 
through all the slippery paths of youth. I cry to thee 
as my Father ; I seek t^ee now as such, and let me 
love and obey thee as a friend, to whom my welfare i/t 
idearer than it is to myeelf." 

♦ A. Fuller. "Jer. ui. 4. 

E2 
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If early piety, ray young friend, be yours, in youth 
you will forsake the world and dare to stand up for God 
and Religion. While thousands of the young are build- 
ing all their hopes upon this tleetine scene, yours will 
be fixed on things unseen and eternal. While they are 
trifling with the Saviour's love, you will gladly listen to 
his voice, and learn of him. Yes, in youth, you will 
accept the proffered Saviour : to him you will flee, and 
4o hun may say, " Dear Lord, my youth is thine. I 
gladly yield to thee the best of my hasty life ; gladly 
for thy sake renounce a deceiving world. For, 0! what 
didst thou not yield up for-me ! It is but a few false 
vanities that I resign, when resigning the world for 
thee; and while I part with a little dross, in thee I shall 
And inestimable treasures. Blessed Jesus, thou didst 
part with real happiness on my account. Brighter glo- 
ries, than thy angels wear, thou didst resign for me. 
Thou didst forego, on my account, nobler yoys than 
those to which I aspire in thy presence. Take then my 
youth. Too much of it has already been lost ; but, 
Jword, accept its remains, and let not another of my 
days be spent in the service of a world that murdered 
thee ; or of thy great enemy and mine. ** Love so 
amazing, so divine," as is thy love, demands my youth, 
*'* my soul, my life, my all." 

Thus, my^young friend, if true piety is yours, must 
you renounce all that religion opposes ; thus change 
your object, your master, and your way ; and thus de- 
vote yourself altogether to him who died on your ac- 
count. Without this, to hope for heaven is as distracted 
as it v^ould be if you threw yourself from the top of a 
precipice, to hope that you should not fall. It is hoping 
iigainst hope. The word of God is plain, that without 
conversion there is no salvation. 

Sect. 16. Many persons, eminent for piety, when de- 
voting themselves to the Lord; have done so in a writtea 
form of solemn self-dedication, and many pious divinet 
have reconunendcd this practice. The following is a 
abort form of this kind ; a more copious and very ex- 
cellent one is given m Doddridge's Rise and Proifreas 
of Religion in the Soul. 

Great and ever blessed God, I humbly approach thee 
to engage myself to thee in a covenant that I hope shall 
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never be forgotten. Feeling that everlasting salvation 
is of more consequence to me than a thousand worlds 
could be, and knowing that I am under infinite obliga- 
tions to yield up myself to Thee, I hereby solemnly de- 
clare that I take Thee as my God. 

I sincerely renounce this present evil world ; I will 
not seek my portion in it, and its sinful customs, vani- 
ties, and delights I give up; — while in the world it shall 
be my part to live as not of it, but as a traveller to a 
heavenly country. 

I solemnly take Thee as my father; in thy favour and 
love I will seek my happiness, and in thy presence my 
rest ; I yield up myself to thee to be disposed of accord- 
ing to thy will, and to be governed by thy lav^s. 

I receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour ; I con- 
fess myself an unworthy and miserable sinner ; 1 look 
upon tlicc O Lord Jesus as sent by God to suffer for me ; 
as my atoning Saviour I receive thee, and would rest 
all ray hopes on thy atoning death- and perfect righte- 
ousness ; and I give up myself to thee to be thy disci- 
ple and to follow thee. 

As solemnly would I give up myself to the Holy Spirit 
as my Sanctifier ; praying that his divine illuminations 
may enlighten my mind, and his powerful influences 
copipletely change my heart. By his teaching I would 
be taught, and his influence I will seek. 

Thus I give up the world for thee, O my Cod, and 
solemnly yield up myself, body and soul and spirit, to 
thee, O Father, as my Father ; to the Son as my Sav- 
iour ; to the Holy Spirit as my Sanctifier ; and now, 
with Thee for my witness, I confirm this holy engage- 
ment. 

And O blessed God I enter into it solemnly, for I do 
it as in thy sight. 

Fully ^ for I make no secret reservation, but would 
be entirely thine. 

Freely,, for no constraint compels me, but it is the 
choice to which thy grace has led me. 

Deliberately, fur I have considered what I am now 
doing. 

And for ever, fbt this is the choice to which by 
thy help I will adhere till death removes me to meet" 
my God. 
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S Prayer for a young person desiroua of coming to 
O^od and Christ for hapftiness. 

Blessed An6 gloirioue God, thoQ art the happiness of 
lieaven; and saints arid angels find eternal good in thee. 
All thy family, in those mansions above, are satisfied in 
thy likeness, and drink of the river of thy pleasures* 
Thin is the veil which separates me from the eternal 
world ; bat wide the gnlph that m'quM have divided me 
from their society, their pleasures, and their praise. A 
guilty child of man I knew thee not. Corrupt and averse 
to good I sought thee not. Ignorant and blind, I wall^ed 
in darkness, ftnd yet I thought I saw. Enslaved, as 
the wretch that is b«»und in fetters of iron, and helpless, 
as he who has lost every limb^ I still knew not my cap^ 
, tivity, and felt not my helplessness. Thus, gracious God, 
I might have continued, till the flames of hell had dash- 
ed before my departed and trembling spirit, if thy mercy 
had not interposed. But eternal praises to thy name 1 
that thou hast pitied, that thou hast helped a creature 
lost like me. Glory be to thee, that I hear of mercy I 
Glory in the highest, that thy Son has brought it to the 
world ! For this shall thy praises be prolonged through 
successive ages, till the last trumpet shall sumuKm thy 
children to the worship of a better world. Surely the 
praises of eternity will be tao few for compassion lik-« 
thine ; and the glowing oficribg of the hosts of heaven 
'e'>ld, compared with the fervouf of thy love. Great 
God, I praise thee for mercy. I praise thee for thy 
Son. Thou hast marked out the way of life. Thou 
hast shown the path of peace. Thou hast assured wq 
that by thy ^race he tasted death for every man ;*^ 
that he was wounded for our transgressions » and 
bruised for our iniqmties.^^ 

Now, O my God, let this blessed -Redeemer be my 
way to thee. Without thee earth is but a wilderness.; 
and heaven without thee would be no longer heaven. 
Thy presence 9an cheer the darkest gloom.; change 
night to day, and pain to ease; sorrow te delight; pov- 
erty to riches, and death to life. Thy presence ean 
make the martyr's dungeon fairer than the monarch's 
palace ; and the sad stillness of the chamber of deat)i 
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«nore pleasing th^tn tl^e voice t>f meloily. Thy love ca^i 
|)(i4ke the dismal grave a more welcome habitation than 
the most cheerful dwelling wher^ harmony and affec- 
tion abide. Thy love is a treasure coi^pared with which 
the wealth of worlds were poverty ; and 0, a treasure 
which the enmity of worlds could never take away. 
Thy prei^nce darkens all terrestrial glory, a^d makes 
earthly beauty charin no n^oxo. To know thee, to love 
thee, and delight in thee, is a heaven below ; a heave^ 
even in the midst of co.n^ts ^d t>ain ; but 0, what a 
heaven is theirs who know thee, and love thee, and 
rejoice in tbcc in heaven itself. Orcat jGod, may this 
happiness be mine ? May I, a sinCiJil child of sinful man, 
a worm, a leaf, « sha,de, aspire so high 1 May I pre- 
sume to call thee, the eternal Jehovah, mine ? Ah» 
I«ord ! I ro^y. Years ago I might, but I slighted thee^ 
{ind this ip^spei^kaMe bSssedness. ! well might my 
heart sicken, and my head grow dizzy with shame and 
horror, to think of having slighted thee. But now no 
more, O gracious Lord^ I \<tOu)4 act tlie prodigal's paii 
no more. I come to thee ; be theu my blessedness, or 
none will ever be a^ipo. I coqae to thee ; teach all my 
heart to bow before tboe. Let love draw me to thy 
throve. Let faith repose on thy proinises. Let sub- 
Biisfiion make thy pleasure mine. Let roe be a, wanderei' 
no more. Take the reo^ainder of my youth, and let my 
life longer or shorter be all |thy own. 

And thou, O blessed Sawiour, thou art revealed to me 
as the way to happiness, to heaven, and God. To 
thee I come for life, and Iielp, and every good. Thy 
precious blood was s)ied fpr me. Thy righteousness i? 
sufficient to clothe my guiUy soul. I an^ nothing. | 
have nothing to present to thee but what is unworthy 
of thy notice. My prayers, my praises, my holiest ac- 
tions, n^ed to be sprinkled with thy atoning blopd ; 
but didst thou not come to save the lost ! i^nd I am 
lost : Art not thou the w^ay, tbe truth, and the life ! 
Be thou my life ; wash me in thy all-cleansing bloo^ 
Form me tO thine image. Con^e, possess my. heart,^ 
and by thy spirit dwell in me. Guilty, let me flee to 
thy blood. Helpless, let me lean on thy arm ; and 
■worthy of destruction only, let nae plead thy death be- 
fore thy judgment throne. Att 4»' 'm^^^Scessor 
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«T)OTc, and make me thy humble friend below. I would 
sit at thy feet, and learn of thee ; and while I trust thjr 
death, M'ould wear thy imagOj and reflect in some hirai- 
ble degree, thy lovely likeness. Like thee, may I be 
patient, humble and meek. Like thee, may I requite 
evil with kindness, and enmity with love. T^Xhee may 
my life, my all, be consecrated, and may de^ appear 
but a kind messenger, sent to fetch me to thyself. 
From this hour may my youth, my health, my strength 
be thine. May thy love animate me ; thy precepts 
guide and thy example direct me ; thy promises cheer, 
«nd thy cautions warn me ; thy hand support me ; and, 
at the last let me lean my dying head on thy compas- 
sionate arm, and find death swallowfed up in victory. 
Then may I praise thee, in those brighter courts, for 
that grace which discovers to me the way of life, and 
which inclines, me now to yield my fair but fleeting 
youth to thee. 

But what, great God, am I, and what my resolutions 
»nd desires ! Alas ! I am weak as a reed, and my reso- 
lutions have been like the morning cloud or the early 
<lew ; yet let me plead with thee for thy promised Spir- 
it. Hast thou not promised that thou wilt give the Ho- 
ly Spirit to them that ask thee 1 Bestow on me his sa- 
cred influences. With them water and refresh my soul. 
Let his holy motions incline me to every gracious act 
and desire. My soul is naturally like a dark and bar- 
ren desert, but blessed with his influences, the darkness 
^viU disperse, and the wilderness will blossom as the 
rose. He must teach me to know thee, or I shall nev- 
er know thee aright. He must teach me to love thee, 
or divine love will be for ever a stranger to my breast. 
He must discover to me all the excellencies of my great 
Redeemer, for without liis teaching all other would be 
in vain. Qrcat and blessed God, give me thy Holy 
Spirit X and let rae yield my heart to his sweet and gen- 
tle guidance. Let him lead me into all important truth. 
Let him fashion my soul anew, and create in me a clean 
heart, and renew a right Spirit within me. By hind 
may all those dispositions that shall f^owish in heaven 
be formed within my soul during its abode on earth. 

Father of all mercies, hear and grant my, requests, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ. JlmiW.'^^'^^d^^ 
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Cautions against some delusive supports on which ma-* 
ny rest their hopes to their eternal ruin. 

Sect. 1. Self-deception a frequent cause of eternal ruin.... s. 2. 
Caution against hoping for salvation on account of a fair 
character and lovely conduct, enforced from the history of 
the young Ruler. Mark 10, &c»..s. 3. The hope of salva- 
tion not to be built on a speculative knowledge of Religion... 
s» 4. Or, on Religious privileges.. ..s. 5. Or on the greatest 
freedom from the stains of open vicc....s. 6. Or on morality 
of life.... s. 7. Or on the possession of any other amiable qual- 
ifications. ...s. 8. The absolute necessity of real conversion 
should be kept in view....s. 9. A meditation and prayer. 

Sect. 1. It is extremely evident* from the word of 
Ood, that many fatally deceivts themselves, with res- 
pect to their spiritual state. They say to themselves 
peacCi peace, while God declares there is no peace, to 
persons in their condition. They indulge expecta- 
tions that will never be realized ; and hopes that will end 
in eternal despair. Like a captive, who dreams of lib- 
erty, but wakes and fees the horrid walls of his dun- 
^on around him, so- they indulge the hope of heaven, 
till death puts an end to the doceij;ful dream ; they 
awake in eternity, and find themselves for ever undone. 
Such is the deceitfulness of the human heart, that you 
cannot, my youthful friend, too solicitously guard against 
its delusions, and those of the world : delusions that 
would give a fatal stab to your everlasting peace ; that 
would blast all your hopes of future happiness : and 
cover yoa with confusion and horror when expepting 
jey and glory. 

I am now to warn you of some of these delusions. 

Sect. 2. One of the most common is, the belief that 
all those are christians, who bear the christian name, 
whose lives are virtuous and whose deportment and 
temper are lovely. But alas ! all this is found in thou- 
sands, who know nothing of real religion ; and, with 
respect to eternity, all these fair appearances and pleas- 
.ing reeomraendations will avail not, if tli^re^^^t tru* 
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piety within. Perhaps this can scarcely be made more- 
evident, than by referring ywt to th« history of one, 
who, possessed those qualifications, in no common de« 
gree, but who still wanted tbe one thing needful. 

In Matthew chap. 19. Mark chap. 10, or Luke chap« 
n, an instance of this kind is recorded. " When tbo 

, Lord had gone forth into the way, there came one, (a ' 
y^ung Ruler) running, and kneeled to him^, and asked 
him. Good Master, what shall I do that I may 
inherit eternal Ufo ?" He wa»80 moral a person that 
he could say with respect to many of the command- 
ments of God, (at least as far as hi^ outward eon- 
duct was concerned) " AH these have I observed from 
my youth. And Jesus beholding hrm, loved him ; and 

. said. One thinw thou lackest ; Go thy way, sell what- 
soever thou hast, and give to- the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven ; and come, take up the cross 
and follow me. And he was sod at that sayit^, and 
went away grioved. Ho was Tory sorrowful, fbr hd 
was very rich.** Thefo cannot be a reasonable 4oiibt 
that this young moa was in a state of sin and death, 
/mtwithstanding all tbart seemed so promising and fair ; 
and, pediaps, this little history is recorded to shew how 
far a person may go in morality and a concern for relig^ 
ion, and yet fall ^ort of heaven. There are but few, 
in the bloom and morning of life, so amiable, and, ac- 
cording to worldly views, so good as this young man ; 
and yet he wanted one thing more, and that one the 
most importiiiU of all things ; with much that was love- 
ly and commendable, he still was a stranger to real pi- 
ety. He came running to the Lord, to' inquire how he 
might reach a better world. Here was manifested a 
pleasing earnestness and humility. He was not asham- 
ed to seek instruction, nor so taken up wiih the amuse- 
ments and pursuits, of those of his age and rank as to 
forget eternity ; but he went to Jesna with that most 
serious question. What shall J do that I may inherit 
eternal life 7 His . thoughtfulness about eternity was 
tbe more observable, as be was rich; and exposed to 
the snares, that accompany wealth. Justly has it been 
observed^ ''that his concern about his soul wae not a 
sick-bed meditation, for he was in health ; nor a mel- 
ajjcholy quulm of old age, for he was yOuog ; nor was 
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k the effect of his being discontented and out of hn- 
mour with the world, for he was rich and prosperous."* 
The manner often recommends the action, and there 
was much that was p!ea8ing in his manner. Though 
possessed of wealth and honour, and coming to one, 
that appeared poor and despised, yet he used no haugh- 
ty freedom, but approached his msttuctor with humili- 
ty and respect. Beside^ ail this, there was something 
more substantial in his character. Instead of running 
into licentiousness and riot, he had attended to the di- 
vine commandments. His life had been moral ; be had 
- been a dutiful son ; was most probably affectionate and 
kind ; and doubtless had secured the esteem of his 
friends, when even the Lord saw so much that was 
pleasing in him, that beholding him, he loved him. But 
when the blessed Saviour put him to the test, whether 
be w,ouId part with all for Christ and heaven, then his 
heart failed him. and he shewed that with much that was 
so lovely about him, he still was in reality a lover of this 
world ; and •* if any man," young or aged, wicked or 
virtuous, " if any man love the world the love of the 
Father is not in him."* Yet even the manner of hia 
departure proved the interest he took in" the question 
he had proposed ; he went away grieved ; and was 
very sorrowful. In short, he was such a one, that wo 
may readily wish all young persons were like him ; and 
yet he was such a one, that we must wish them to be 
much more than he was. In the gen'<^al, you may 
learn from this affecting little history, that all which 
may gain the esteem of man, will be of no avail, as to 
the salvation of your immortal soul, if that true piety, 
which leads the soul to count all things loss for Christ, 
be wanting. 

Having taken a brie^view of this instructive case, 
let me lead your thoughts to a few more particular cau- 
tions. 

Set. 8. Guard against their dreadful delusion, who 
put a knowledge of some sacred truths, in the place of^ 
religion itself. Many such self-deceivers aboimd in the 
world. They can discourse on the hallowed themes of 

- ♦ Groodman. 
■lJohnu.15. oi.»»-«^OOgle 
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the ^epol, but arit^ 9luose?s to its milu(uio« tiijd po^w^ 
cr. To ^e^r them talk you might think theni christians ; 
to see them act you might «uppoao them heathens. Tho 
word of Qpd deelarffs, that all kiiQwlodge ^ithout 
charity (or 1oy9) isi vain, and thaV^>? posjeesspf \s^ noth- 
ing.* Fallen and inforual spirits probably know mucK 
more of some aacr^d siuhJQcts, than the moat eminent 
ehrifitiana in this lift?, yet they are devil's st^li* 

** Easy, indeed, it were tp reach, 

A mansion in the realms above. 
If eweltinf words and Aueni speech 

JVIight serve instpad of faith and lovo. 
But none shall gain that blissful place, 

And God's unclouded glory see, 
"Who talk of free apd sovereign grace. 

Unless that gi*ce have wsde Ihem frep.*' 

Sect. 4. Watch against resting your eternal hopes 
on outward privileges. You live in what is termed a 
christian land, but this does not make you ^ christian ; 
for a true christian is a child of God, " by faith in 
Christ Jesus.^ Trust ye not ii; lyinjf wprds,^ saying. The 
temple of the hoxd, th^ temple of the Lord, the tem- 
ple of the I^ord are these. "^ 'the young Ruler was fa- 
voured with outward privileges. The inhabitants of 
Capernaum had enjoyed them, but sunk the deeper in 
hell through abusing them.^ And many, who ate andf 
drank in tne presence of Christ himself, and in whoso 
streets he taught, will hear him say. Depart from me, 
all ye workers of iniquity.* The man, without the wed- 
ding ffarraent, had {)een invited to the gospel feast ; 
thou^ his dreadful doom was outer darkness, where 
there is weeping and gnashing of teeth.' Perhaps 
you, my yoimg friend, have enjoyed all the privileges 
of a pious education, yet think not that these >^iU 
take you to heaven. You must be bom again. Your 

Earents' prayers will not fix you. in glory, if you dp not 
jarn to pray. Your parents' faith will not be account- 
ed yours. Though you should have had parents as pi- 
pus, and beloved by God, as Abraham himself; yet the 
language of the divine word is, ** Think not to say' 

^^Oor. xlu. 2. 3Gal.iii. 26. *^r. vii.^fi. SMatt. xi. 28, 24. 
4ke xiii. 27. ''Matt. xxii. 13. "gtzedbyLjOOgle 
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within yotiygelvcs, We have Abraham (o our Father, /or 
I say unto you that God is able of these stones to raise 
up ehildreQ imto Abraham;*** and not merely is he able, 
|>nt sooner would he do so, than violate his word, by 
admittin«r an nnconvcrted soitl to heaven. Many par-^ 
ents will be found at the right hand of Christ, whoso 
children will never join them there ; and many child- 
ren, who found their way to glory, though th<)ir parents 
lost it. 

Sect. 5. Trust notj my young friend, your eternal 
hopes to the strictest attention to the outward forms 
and duties of Religion. Though you should say, All 
these have I observed from my youth, y«t this observ- 
ance is not a foundation, on which, to rest for eternity. 
O eternity, eternity I who can be anxiokis enough, tj> 
build their hopes aright, when building for eternity ! 
.Perhaps from your infant days, the house of God may 
have been your resort. Perhaps few Sabbaths could l^ 
yarned, on whi^h you haye not been there. Perhaps in 
your chamber, ..or your closet, your morning and even- 
ing devotions have been regularly paid. , Possibly few 
days could be found, in which, from }^nr earliest child- 
hood, to the present period, you have missed this stated 
offering to heaven. Perhaps you are disposed to ask. 
What m^re can I want 1 Alas ! ypii may have done all 
this, and yet want every thing, that most concerns you. 
You may want a new heart, and an interest in Jesus 
Christ. The christian cannot live without prayer ; but 
£ome attention to its outward forms does, not make a 
ehristian. Gj&d, it is true, may-^have had your words ; 
;but who has had your thoughts? Who has hftdyouF 
heart 1 Has he had these teo ? Have not these 
often been emplpyed on other subjects, when, .on your 
knees, you. professed to be. engaged with God?. -While 
.some have passed months And years without prayer, yoti 
may have constantly attended to religious duties, but 
hovi^ little earnestness, haw Httle sincerity, how little life, 
have there been in them. Consider hdw often, in private, 
you hav6 knelt down and rose again, without a serioua 
thought of God ; how often, in public, yo'u have listen- 
^d with careless indifierence ; aad then think, wlietli^ 
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you too may not be said, to have spent days and months 
without prayer ; and whether yoH have not really rc- 
gembled those who live without God in the world. But 
if your devotions have been ever so fervent and sincere, 
still they are not the foundation for a sinner's hope. Je- 
Bi\8 alone is that foundation. 

Sect. 6. Trust not your eternal all to the greatest free- . 
doni from open vice, and to, what the world might term, 
an innocent life. You have already been shewn, that 
there is no life so innocent, as to give a well-foundejl 
hope of meeting God with comfort ; that the young, as 
well as the aged, without a Saviour are undone for ever; 
and that, what the world esteems almost an isnocent life, 
is, in the sight of God, a life of base ingratitude and inl- 
qui^. Nevertheless, perhaps my young reader, the open 
■vices, which ruin many, have not debased your character. 
Perhaps the impious profanations of the swearer never 
escaped your hps. Perhaps the excesses of the drunkard 
or the libertine have not polluted you. Perhaps your 
tongue has usually tittered truth, and the arts of the liar 
have been unknown by you. You may have been free 
from these ^d other open vices, yet this cannot give you 
the faintest well-founded hope of acquittal at the great 
day of judgment ; for you have sins, and it is imposjsible 
for all the tongues on earth, to express the evil of the 
smalkst sin. Christ represents those whose si))s are least 
and fewest as owing to God ten thousand talents ; none 
owe less though some may owe more. Thus the most 
•virtuous and the most abandoned, in the sight of God, 
approach much nearer each other in guilt, than you prob- 
ably imagine. Trust not then to any fancied freedom 
from sin. It can hardly be urged on you too earnestly, 
that a single unpardoned sin is sufficient to damn a soul 
to all eternfty. Bid not one sin sink Angels from heaven? 
Did not one, that would now be termed a little sin, turn 
Adam out of Paradise? 

Sect. 7. Rest not your everlasting all upon the good- 
ress or morality of your life. Morality is a lovely thing, 
it will adorn, but it cannot make a christian. A person 
may be moral yet a stranger to Religion ; but cannpt be 
Religious, and not be moral. Various causes may pro- 
duce morahty of conduct, while the heart is altogether 
estranged from God. *The young Ruler, already mention- 
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pd, could say, respectiog an outward attention to many 
of the commaDdments of God, All these have I ohserved 
from my youth ; yet he was perishing in ein. In his case, 
you see how n>oral may be the life, bow lovely the de- 
portment, how earnest after Religion the desires of one, 
who, after all, may fall short of Religion, and thus fall 
short of glory. Has your morality been stricter than his ? 
has your deportment been more amiable ? or your de- 
sires after eternal life more earnest ? If not, how can 
you hope for heaven on this ground, when he had all 
these and yet was in the way to hell ? 

Sect. 8. If you should not rest your eternal hopes on 
any of these things, much less should you on any other 
amiable qualifications. 

Many young persons are possessed of a variety of these, 
who are destitute of all true piety. Though they trifle 
with God and eternity, yet a0ection to relatives and 
friends seem to dwell in their hearts. * Cheerfulness and 
good humour beam from their countenances ; and the ac- 
complishments of science adorn their minds. All they 
seem to want is the one thing needful ; but in wanting 
that, as to the eternal world, they want every thing. 
Only the recommendations of that humble piety, which 
makes Jesus all in all, would avail them there. The 
charms of Religion only, will bloom beyond the grave ; 
those of person, of-disposition, of deportment, will not 
long keep their power to please. Where true piety is ab- 
sent, these are momentary attractions, that must shortly 
lade, and leave no trace behind. Very quiclily the most 
sensible tongue will be as silent as the most silly. Love^ 
liness and deformity will be alike in the grave ; and those 
of the most amiable manners, and most engaging de- 
portment, will there be on an equality with the savage and 
the brute. The charms of beauty, of manners, of wit, 
may adorn the young in their hasty journey to an endless 
world : but Religion only will prepare them for a heav- 
enly home. Those may glitter in the casket ; but only 
that will beautify the jewel. 

If then, my young friend, ^u would know your real 
state, examine not from what pollutions you ntay have 
been kept free ; not, what moral duties you have prac« 
tised ; not, what religious ordinances you may have re- 
garded ; or with what attractions you may be adorned ; 
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but inquire, are you acquainted with the sinfulness of 
your own heart ? Have you ever experienced repentance 
towards God ? Have you ever committed your helpless 
soiil to the Lord Jesus Christ ? and sought your happi- 
ness and eternal good in hira ? if you are a stranger to all 
this, you are a stranger to Religion. 

Sect. 9. I may not improperly add, that if you would 
guard against deception on this most momentous of all 
subjects, you should endeavour to fix on your mind an 
abiding impression of the absolute necessity of real con- 
version. Consider that without this, you cannot be saved. 
The words of Christ are, * Verily, Verily, I say unto thee, 
except a man be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.'* He does not say. Ex- 
cept a man be virtuoui in his habits, or moral in his life, 
or except he attend the outward ordinances of Religion, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God ? for all this he may 
mind and never reach heaven ; but, *■ Except a man be 
born of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God.' He represents that divine change which passes on 
the hearts of all those that come to God by him as essen^ 
tial to the happiness of your soul. By his atoning death 
he removed the obstacles to your happiness, that lay on 
God's part, and by conversion would remove those which 
spring from yourself. It has been said, that < there is no 
royal road to learning,' but kings and peasants must take 
the same way ; so be assured, on God's authority, there 
is no royal road, no new discovered path, no short way 
to heaven. The path is marked out. Repent and fl^e 
from the wrath to come. Believe and yield tbyself'^o 
Christ. 

Sect. 10. .^ meditation on the subject of this Chap- 
ter, concluding with a prayer. 

And is it mdeed true, O my soul, that the way of life 
is thus narrow ! And can it be, that with so much to 
adorn the outward character, the heart may still remain 
. in the gall of bitterness, and in the bonds of iniquity ! 
Awakening truth * let it awaken thee. It is thy Judge 
that sayd. Wide is the gste and broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destruction, and many there be, which go m 
thereat. It is he that tells thee, that many are called, 

> John iii. 5, 
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but few chosen. Wilt thou trifle with his vord ! Wilt 
thou deceive thyself, and hope against hope ; when vast 
Eternity shall be the measure of thy sufferings or joys, 
and when the smile or the frovna of thy God awaits thee ! 
Wert thou now going into his presence, where would the 
next hour find thee ? O my soul, thou must appear be- 
fore that Judge, whose eyes are as a flame of fire ; who 
knows all thy secret sins, and from whom the minutest 
circumstance cannot be concealed ; and what plea caR 
I present to gain his pity. Should I tell him that some 
knowledge of himself has been mine ; that, unlike the 
perishing heathen, I called him Lord ; but has he not 
said, * Not every one that saith to me Lord, Lor^, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.' Would not this plea 
for mercy aggravate my guilt, and cause even the heath- 
en to rise in the iudgment against me, to condemn me. 
They knew him not and could not love him ; but I heard 
of him and would not love him. Or should I plead the 
privileges 1 have enjoyed. Should I tell him of parents, 
now in heaven, whose prayers ascended to his throne for 
me, but, alas ! my abused privileges double all my guilt. 
Should I plead with him^ that my life has been fair ; my 
deportment lovely ; my temper kind ; my conduct just ; 
but can all this extenuate my rebellion against him and 
my forgetfulness of God. t know how vain, how very 
vain, it would be ibr a criminal arraigned for murder and 
treason, to plead, in his defence, that though certainly 
guilty of these crimes, yet that he bad never stolen a 
flower from his nieighbour's garden, or an apple from his 
orchard ; nor will it more avail me, when charged with 
ingratitude to my best benefactor, with rebellion against 
my God ; to plead, in excuse for those vilest of sins, my 
kindness to my fellow worms. 

How solemn is the warning given me, from his sad conu 
dition, whose history I have been considering.^ How 
lovely was his deportment ! how moral his conduct ! how 
pleasing his early desire to find the way to life eternal ? 
yet I have seen that * the one thing' he still wanted ; ^nd 
hast thou, my soul, that one thing ? hast thou even as 
much to plead as he ? Can I say with him, all these have 
I kept from my youth. Have I, in a humbler sphere, as 
seriously inquired the way to life and peace, as he didy 
m the midst of the ensnaremcnts of riches and powor ? 
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Far as he went he did not go so far as to become a chris* 
tian altogether, and what am I, whose concern for Re- 
ligion has been so much less fervent ; whose outward 
conduct so much less conformed to the will of God f 
What then wilt thou do, O my soul I canst thou bear to 
be banished from the realms of joy and love, and to hear 
thy now compassionate Saviour bid thee depart for ever ? 

O my God, never let me hear those awful words. Here 
I bow before thee, and have not one plea for mercy, 
drawn from any thing in myself, which would deserve thy 
notice. But stripped of every other, let this be my plesg 
that Jesus died for me a sinner. Thou hast taught roe 
what to do ; hast directed me to apply to him for life 
and peace. In him, thou hast laid a foundation on which 
I may build for eternity. There let me rest my all. 

Wean roe altogether from every other dependence. 
Search me, and try me. If I deceive my own soul dis- 
cover to me the delusion, and'save me from reposing my 
eternal hopes on any thing except on the cracified Re« 
deenier. Many, O Lord, are the devious paths of error* 
while strait is the way of life ; yet, though strait, it leada 
to heaven. In that secure- and peaceful path, O God, 
may I walk. May I be found in Christ. May I abide in 
him ; and by this sacred connexion with him, be blessed 
in this life, and for ever. 

And, thou blessed Jesus, be thou my hope, and peace,, 
and may I find thee my Almighty Saviour. Amen. 



CHAPTSH VZ. 

The worth qf the soul a reason for early piety. 

Sect. 1. The worth of the soul almost above description.... s. 2* 
Its worth shown by its immortality.... s. 3. By the sufferings 
of Martyrs.... 8. 4. By the dying testimonies of the pious and 
of the ungodly.. ..s. 5. By the Reader's own experience, in 
seasons of sickness.... s. 6. By the interest which angels take 
of its welfare.... s. 7. By the exertions of the Father and the 
Son in its behalf.... s.S. By the conduct of the Holy Spirit, 
and....s. 9. By the endeavours of infernal spkits to effisct its 
ruin....s. 10. Prayer. 

Sect. 1. The chief design of the preceding chapters, 
has been to make you sensible of your need of spiritval 
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Jtlesaiogs; sodtogfive you, a brief v^w of the nature <if 
Religion. A , few persuasions (o choose .this goad part» 
^ay> iii,0|ieibi'mor.9ther, have beeji jntrodnccd, in what 
you have already read ; yet, perhaps, ray young friend, 
these have .been lost upon you. O, if they have, consid- 
er now more fully some of those reasons, which should 
induce yivi to embrace Religion without delay. And may 
Cod enable me to set them before you w^ith that ailec- 
tienate earnesiDess and plainnct'*', which become a dying 
creature, when addressing another, who must soon be on 
rababitant of heaven or h^Il. 

Ope most weighty motive, to induce you to give your 
youth to God, is that you possess an immortal soul. The 
,l»ody Us the ijiferior part of }'Oui' ^nature. Pass away a 
lew short years, -and if must mingle M'ithtbe cieds of the 
valley ; and say to corruption. Thou art my father ; and 
-(o the worm, thou art imy mether and ray -sister! By the 
ikody you are ailied to worms and dust ; by the aoai to 
angels arid to God. 

It is almost impossible to use words strong enough to 
express, th^ worth of the soul. Such is fts value that a 
glorious emi were answered, if the earth and dsies were 
maintaihed in beiog, fur ten thousand ages, merely to 
ripen one^mil - A)r irnmortaii ty «nd heaven ; -and the la* 
1>our of myriads t>fvpen and angels, through ten thousand 
thousand years, would be well employed, in dieectin^ono 
lost soul to a Recieemer. One .of our poets, when glan- 
cing at the starry' firmament and comparing its glories 
with the stmt, remarks With not more fervour than truth, 

<* Survey that midnight gWry ! World's on World's I 

Amazing ^omp ! Redouble that amaze ; 

tTen thousand !^4<l J aW twice ten thousand more, 

'Then^ weigh tlie whole i ofiesoul outweighs them all ; 

And calls ihe astonishing tifagni^ceuce * 

Of anintelKgent creation poor?' 

.Ai^ther poet witb;e4iual truth and i>e!auty^s, 

""^e ann is but a spark- of fire, 
•^ transi«nt meteor in ^le ^y ; 
,Tha soat iiiira<n*taKas its Sire, 
fihall nev)br die.*' 

Sect. 2. Totlr soul is imniortal. It derived its being 
Crom God. -It is bom never to die. If xdiigion be yeusr 
P 
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choice, it will shine brighter than the stars of the fir^ 
mament, when all those stars are gone out in eternal 
night. Truly has another poet said, respecting the 
foul, ' ' 

'< "The st«r» shall fade away y the Sim bfmself 
Grow dim with age ; and nature sink in years : 
But then shall flourish in immortal youth. 
Unhurt amidst the war of elements. 
The wreck of matter, and the crosh of worlds*^*' 

A few years will finish all your delights, and hopesr^^ 
and fears, below ; then will your soul be fixed where 
/it must live for ever. While you, my young friend, 
read these tines, the souls of millions are encountering 
all the sorrows, or are gladdened with all the joys, of 
an endless world. ^^ For ages, have the bodies of many 
of them been turned to dust , their very tombstones are 
mouldered away y but they all live in eternity, though 
forgotten here ; they are hidden from your sight, but 
are more alive ta joy or sorrow, than they ever were 
upon earth. Soon will the time arrive,, when you must 
meet this solemn change of b^g ; when you must 
converse with man no more ; but must become a com* 
panion- oi angels or of devils. And^ O what is the worth 
of a soul ! that may, through endless ages, shine m 
heaven, gleneus as an angel of light ; or which, cov- 
ered with darkness, misery^ and despair, must become 
a devil, in that lake of fire, where the fire never shall 
be quenched. O ! in pity te^^our own precious and im^ 
mortal soul^ embrace, without delay, the Gospel or 
your God. 

Sect. 3. The worth of the sou! is a subject, on which 
men of all descriptions have agreed ;^on which, the best 
knd wisest have had their' testimony confirmed, by -the 
most careless and the worst. Martyrs have shewn 
their sense of its value, by all their sufferings to secure 
its salvation. For this, thousands ^ as sensible as you 
of the comforts of life,' have willingly forsaken " kin* 
dred, country, friends, and ease ;*' have been tortured 
on racks, or devoured by beasts of prey ; been burned 
alive, ^r suffered torments far more intolerable than 
^burmng ! « And others bad trial of cruel mockings and 
sopfUBj^nga ; yea inoreover of bonds and imprisonments ; 
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Ihey were stoned ; were«awn asunder ; were tempted^ 
were slain with the sword ; they wandered about in sheep* 
skins and goat-skins ; being, destitute, afflicted, tor- 
mented ; of whom the world was not worthy; they wan* 
dered in deserts and in mountains, and in dens, and caves 
of the earth.'*^ Impressed with the worth of the soul, 
Bfiany, with these dark scenes before them, have bid fare- 
well to all tl» allurements of the woj'ld ; to meet the 
roughest storms of persecution ; face its dangers ; and 
Bink into the grave beneath them. Yet while some were 
burning, others were coming forward to take their pla- 
ces ; m the true spirit of tl>e English Martyr, who, at 
the place of execution, kissed the stake, and exclaim- 
ed, ** Welcome the Cross of Christ, welcome everlast- 
ing life.'* Does one of all these martyred myriads re- 
pent ? Does one now imagine, that he suffered more 
than salvation M'as worth ? Ah no, if they could now 
address you, they might tell you, that sooner than lose the 
soul, they would bum m flames a thousand timesr hot- 
ter ; suf^r torments a thousand times more protracted; 
' prisons a thousand times more dismal ^ and meet death , 
in forms, if possible, a thousand times more terrible. 
And was it W4>rth their while, to endure so much to 
reach heaven, and is it not wx^rth yours, in earnestness, 
to seek admittance there 1 

Sect. 4. If, after the testknoriy of such distinguished 
witnesses, you should hearken to theirs, who havo 
trodden a less brilliant and less suiSsring path to heav- 
en, their testi^iony would be the same. Say to the 
dying christian-, " You are in those circumstances, 
which enable you to view this world and the next 
aright ; what should I chiefly mind V* He, in purp<irt, 
would reply, "Take care of your soul." A dying 
eaint"^ said, to some friends, that visited him, ** You.^ 
come hither to learn to die. I can assure you that your 
whole life, be it ever so long, is little -enough to "pre- 
pare for death. Have a care of this vain deceitful 
world, and the lusts of the flesh. Be suve you choose 
God for your portion :; heaven for your home ; God's 
glory for your end, his word for your rule ; and then 
vou need never fear buj we shall meet with comfort.** 

*Keb. xi. 37--39. *Bichard Baxter. 
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Or ask the dyin^ ptofU^te, hd who tl-etft^ all reVigiotf 
as a dreiim, and the^sotil as a^ trifie, sjty tahim, *' What 
shall I chiefly mind," and wo^d be not reply^ ** Take 
care of ybtir sonl, and avoid my, folly ; for I have min- 
ed mine.*' One unhappy man, who had lived in wealth 
and splendour, biit had triced witlr etenial things, a 
shoti time before death, said, ** I had* provided in the 
course of my life Sor fivery thin^'except death, and now, 
alas f I am to die, although entirely unprepared."* 
Another, who was eminent for hi9 wisdom and learn-' 
jng, but who had' been negligent of the gf eat salvation, 
said, ^It is lamentable, that men consi&r ndt for what 
they aire born into the world, till they are ready to gof 
out of it.t Another, who was distinguished for his taU 
etits, hid ambition, aiid^ his success iii gaining worldly: 
honours, not lohg before hi^ death, cried out, •* Oh my 
poor soul ! what wilt become of thee ! whither wire 
lhougo?"t 

Sect. 5. Have you, my youilg Ih'end, never been itf 
f hat sifuiltion, in which the world appeared a d]ream, m 
eheafrft nothing ? Have you ever lain upon the bed 
of sickness, and passed wearisoilie days and dl^plessi 
nights of languor oi' of pain ? Hav6 you ever be^n in 
such circumstances^ as to expect that a few days or 
weeks would end your mortal coui^ ; fix your body iit 
the grave« and youf isowl in eternity ; and have you 
forgot, what were then your vie'ws and feelings ? Did 
the world appear as enchanting to you then, as it does 
now 1 Did the soul and its salvation, th^i seora a things 
of little moment ? Rather Md not the world seem van- 
ity of vanities ^ Were you now on a bed of siclHiess, or 
languishing and dying, would not these be your views .^ 
And must not you ere long be in such a siituatioa ? And 
. will ydu not then confess, that the only thing that de- 
serves your care is the immortal soul ? O why neglect 
it, when you might secure its salvation ! Why put off 
er'i^Hngthe way of life, till that way is shut for ever ! 
B, <he testixnonies of Others to the worth of the soul, 
ti'.id by the convictions ofyouro'-vn mi)nd, I beseech you 
to secure ifs salvation, by applying, without delay, t« 
the Son of God for life. , 

♦ CfiBsar Borgia, f Sir T. Smith. X Cardinal BlaMLri^e. 
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Sect. 6. Reflect on the interest taken in the welfare 
of your soul, by those who are best acquainted with its 
worth. If you, my .young friend, were to behold a per- 
son in danger of death, and to witness not merely a 
few individuals, but a whole kingdom filled with anxie- 
ty on his account ; to see the monarch, as if forgetful 
of his rank, stooping to the meanest offices of kindness ; 
all faces filled with anxiety, all hearts with concern, for 
this individual, you might justly believe him to be one, 
held in the highest estimation. Consider then, I be- * 
seech you, the interest, which all the inhabitants of 
heaven take in the welfare of the soul. Angels', those 
blessed Spirits, to whom all the glory of this world 
would seem a eontemptible dream, are not uninterest- 
ed, where the soul is concerned. There is joy in the 
presence of the Angels of God, over one sinner that re- 
penteth.' And as they rejoice at the conversion of a 
soul, so they watch, doubtless with pleasure, over the 
steps of their future companions above. Sent by their 
Creator on errands of kindness, they descend to earth, 
and attend the soul in its progress towards heaven ; 
and when its-pilgrimage is concluded become its con- 
voy to the abodes of blessiedness.^ my young friend, 
shall these happy Spirits take so much interest, in the 
welfare of your soul, and will you yourself be careless ! 
Shall they be willing to minister to you, as unseen mes- 
seogers of love ; and will you neglect that soul ovet 
which they vf^ould fain rejoice ; whose mortal course 
they would cheerfully attend ; and which they would 
gladly conduct to the bosom of Christ ! 

Sect. 7. But it is not merely the inferior, though glo- 
mus inhabitants of heaven, whose conduct testifies the 
worth of the soul. God, the great and blessed God, 
has so loved the world, as to give his only begotten 
Son to be a ransom for the ruined souls of men ; and 
Jesus Christ, the brightness of his Father's glory, 
has suffered and died, to redeem immortal souls from 
death- Raise your eyes and view the Creation of 
God. Behold the earth, the moon, the sun, the 
stars, and all the wonders of the spangled sky ; and 
then consider, that for that soul, wluch you have 

SLuke-av. 10. ^See Ps.,xci. 11 ; Heb. i. 14 j Luke xvi. 22. 
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^foljably neglected, yes, for that ncigleeted soul,- the 
Creator .of this splendid train became a man of sorrow* 
and acquainted with grief.* O learn, my yoang friend., 
the worth of your immortal Spirit from what pass« 
led on Calvary in its -behalf. 'See the God of glory re- 
signing "his best beloved to imbridled fury, stripes, and 
xleath ; to the torturing cross, the liloody spear, an4 
the dismal grave. See the patient Son of God, patient 
'amidst enemies fotiming with rage, and breathing out 
cruelty ; see him there accomplishing what none but 
^he could perform, and bearing a load of human guitt 
and sorrow, more vast and dreadful » than any tongue 
can tell. See this and learn the Talue of your soul, 
more strongly, than a whole creation could -point it out 
to you. The creation is worthless compared with its 
glorious Maker ; but its Maker bl«^ for us. O that { 
'COuld with the earnestness of a -dying man, urge upon, 
you the worth of a soul ransomed by such a price ! A 
«oul lost, is more than a world destroyed. A soul lost^ 
is a treasure lost, which theCreatorofth* world stoop- 
ed to radeem* Compareil with this loss, the destruc- 
tion of the vast world will be a trifle.- * Never did its 
''X)rea*or die 3br its preservation from the flames, that at 
the last day will consume it^ but O a Spirit, an immor- 
tal Spirit, a Spirit ransomed by Jesus' blood ; if this is 
'Jost^ what ruin ! what misery is this ! You gaze upon a 
<]ying wdlrld, and engaged witti its trifles, perhaps for- 
get the immortal visitant within ; forget that you have 
a soul, w^hich shall outlive the grUsp of death, the 
bounds of time ; -but, O forget its worth no more ! Wett 
anight you wonder that such a treasure should inhabit a 
'iittle piece of breathing clay. And can it be to you a 
matter of little moment, whether your immortal soul is 
«aved or lost ! Can you treat this as a thing of small im^ 
portance, when the great God has stooped so low, and 
resio^ned so muc*h, to epen for you a way to happiness ? 
He has withheld nothing that was needed to save you. 
No higher, nobler gift, did heaven itself contain, than 
what he gav«. Can you, will you, any longer^ treat 
•that salvation with iridifference, which the Son of God 
freely o^rs yeu^ and which he pwchased Ibr yoo, att 

-46ee proof chap. 4^. 5. Befbreocea, letter^. 
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^jQie ^xpeuciQ. of laiB throne, bis M^ioi^ss, and liis Ji^ 
0h. danger, very^ very, very dreadful, from winch such ^ 
^viour came to relieve us I O hlessed^ lilessed sfUvatum, 
<Mrhicli was obtained at so dear a Tate \ 6 jM-ecioMs, in- 
"Valuable pi^cious souis, for wltfch such a price was paid.'! 
^;Siich a soul is yours. Yx>u ha^e ono> for w^i^ch the Son 
of (irod in tortmr^ <^lied, and i^eaven lo^t its bright ii^ 
liabitant. Such is the Talue, which God has set v^p<m 
your sou) ; but my yt>ung Sriend^ h^w jiave you valued 
it? Perhaps, if povw, you liav« laWnred earnestly finr 
tomorrow's bread* but never spent an bourns cereoa 
jx>ur inunprtal Spirit ; or perhaps,, if in easier c^ccaoir 
stances, you have followed dress, gayety^ and pleasure^ 
faceless what became of your «oul in that dreadful eter-> 
.«Uty, to which it hastens* act this wretched part no 
loi^r i >ut now mal^e eacly ,piety your choice, let 
4EM>t^ the blessed ^od be 00 aB;uou» Cor your everlasting 
ivelfkrei and .you as careless of it. 

^et. S. Am tl^us, in. the most -af^cting manner^ the 
Father and the Son l^ave declared the valueof the sou]^ 
so' a>80> Jny young friend-, learn the same, ^om al^ 
which the blessed Spirit -does, fbr the salvation ofsiiw 
till mca. He strives with them. It is hy his light tha^ 
they diseern the Father egid the ^u. H^s not be ex* 
iOrted his poweif in yoi^ heart ?[ Have not you felt thos» 
convictions of sia aiid folly, those devout impressions, 
,«i\d fi^lutar; desii?t4, which |>eally came from above ? 
Has not Ifhe^iUsiffiUlr voice within^ as it were, said te 
yoi*, •* Turn io God ; forsake the world-; your ways 
lead to mifOJ^, they will be hiti^rness in the end ; ioW 
low religron ^md be l^ppy.^ * ita^ve- not you banished 
the warning, and ^u^ciehed the holy thoughts and de* 
sires, thus given you from above t Tet has he leiltyou ? 
iias not your cooscieiiae bee|i alarmed { and these sa* 
ered impressions repeated again and ogain ? Why doeg 
< the ble«s«d ^ivit thu^ stiiy^ with you.? Why did he 
not take ye^r iics^ repulse, and leavte you W ever t 
Why has he followed you with tliese salutary- waniii^s ? 
Voo did noteeok the^k. Why h«^hemade joht heart at 
times alino^t begin to hjqU ? Why let you feelth^ sting of 
sinJ Why alarmed you at your situation ? Why ehew- 
^cd you your danger ? Why induced you at tiiftes, if yo« 
-^ould go no fuirdier, yet to wish yoii w^ete a chrisliaa f 



Tt)>vish flial yon "were like s6me thai *y6d 'perha^ 
Ildow ? Why hAs the blessed Spirit bestowed all thid 
<5ftre, on a poor,* thoughtless, ungrateful creature, 
^hose heart has been shut agamst his gettDe influenced 
^hy, my young friend, but becanse he wishes you well 
■forever? God would not have you perish. Shall an^ 
gels, sharH th^ Father, Sdnj' and Holy Ghost, all, all bo 
^lled with concern for the welfare of yodrsoul^ and will 
jou slight that 'feotil yourself* T 

Sect. 9. If, to 2ili this evidence «rf the worth ofyont 
^onl, I' add more, it shall be, that even the malice olT 
devfls may (each you the value of your souF, you are 
taught, in the word of God, that Satan walketh aboHt 
«s a roaring lion, seeking whom he may cicvoun* Yoa 
tire assitred^ that he comes and take? away the see^ 
•sown in the careless heart f and that wehuve to wres* 
tie with the rulers of the darkness of this world J ThOs 
word of God represents his power as ^eat ; his influ- 
ence is extensive ; his devices- are ' many. Some he 
tempts to presumption ; others to deerrair ; And^ in % 
thousani different ways, strives. to keep the son^ of ineir 
fast in his hellish chains.* But though the* devil is a 
fallen and' infernal Spirit, you have no reason to -doubt 
that he was once one of an exalted rank. He knoi^-s 
what heaven is, for be has lost it ; he knowr what nn- 
mortality is, for he is doomed to H ; and lijk a^fificeB,. 
his assaults, his watchfulness, his activity in the-dreadV 
ful work of destruetion, prove how highly ht valuer 
the immortal soul. It isa priae which ho thfnks' worth 
)iis care and labour. N0 watchfulness beemr f^<hiro«. 
too much, for the accomplishment of its ruin. ' Thbugli 
you may be inactive, he is activity itself. Though you 
may be negligent and slothful, in seeking the seil'^ction^ 
of 70ur soS« he is wafchfu! and diligent in seeting its 
dctruction. 

,^ Prayer imptcring.ii dtepiT sense of the tdtureffhe 
^oul, wM d devout c&mmittat&fitto (hi Sdvionr^s*t<art]. 

O thou Almighty Father of 'Spint*, l!>y*thee this ciiri- 
ous mortal frame of mihe was formed, and f>dm' theo^ 

n P«t^ V. 8. «Matt. xiii. 19. '^iihea. vi. ^2, 
* The 3'otin^ Acadcr is r^ominencl^d to r«u] Brook's Pre- 
vious Remedy against Satau* s devices > ^ truly excelleat littl^ 
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18^ immortal spirit came. Thou dtifet cr6«te mn f9 
^ear mor«r of the image of thyself^ than any besides of 
ihese thy lower works. Thoa didst breathe into hka* 
the breath of life, by which he booame a living soul ;* 
while ail thy other creaturoshere, are the eroatures of a 
^ay. From thee. hare I received a «oul, that must live 
Ihrouglv an eternity, aa lasting as thy own. I knowy O 
Xiord^ihat it is appointed unto all men oncato die ; and 
t, ere long, must sink beneath the stroke of death. 
These hands will foi:get to labour.. These oyes wiRneed 
the cheering light of day no more. This tcmgue will bo 
silent. This heart will be iUIed with fear or love no 
longer. These limbs will become cold in deaths ; none 
on earth Will be concemad with me ; ^Ot I with them $ 
l^ut th^ worm will crawl and foed upon- this flesh of 
spline ; or corruption consume it ; * till not one wretched 
traoe remains, resembling me 1' But, 6 my God, that 
foul which thou hast made, the tenant of* this dying 
frame must defy the power q£ death ; must spcing for- 
ward into new and unknown scenes ; must behold the 
glories or terrors of the in^sible world ;• while eternity^ 
vast, boundless, joyful or dreadful eternity, becomes the 
only limit of my sufiering or happiness. With this pros- 
pect before me, let me prize' my soul, as a treasure, 
compared with which, all the treasures of a thousand 
worlds were emptier tham if bauble, and lighter than 
vanity. Q let me feel its worth aal shall do on the 
bed of death. O let me knoAV its Value as thay have 
done, who gladly boi*e prisons, and jlaroes, and'^martyri 
dom, in ei?ery , dreadful form, that they might but keep 
their immortal spirits safe beneath then- Redeemer's 
care ; and, who thought all their sorrows well repaid^ 
i>y landing on the peaceful shore of heavon. let mO' 
feel the valujB of my immortal soul, as they have done, 
who trifled with theirs, till tlieir day of jrirace was gone ; 
and who tbea, in confusion^ agony, and h<wror, bewail- 
ed their dteadful siiL Lord, may I leorn from the joy- 
ful or sad experience of others, not to sliglit thy love. 
Thou ha»t cared for my ete«ial weliwro ; and thought 
no sacrifice too costly, when the happiness of my im- 
taortal spirit was at stake. Let endless praioes be paid 

^Cn. ii.-.^. Digitized'by LjOOg le .. 
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thee for thy eondescending kindness, praises as lastW 
«nd as fervent as thy love. Eless the Lord, my souty 
who redeemed 'thy life from destruction. And now, O 
Lord, may thy holy Spirit, whose grace I have so often 
resisted, whose teachings I have so often slighted, may 
he potoess this soul of mine ; find make it a iemplef 
worthy of himself. Shed abroad thy sanctifying influ- 
ences upon me ; implant eveiy grace within me ; and. 
train up my deathless soul, for that holy and happy 
world, where I shall never be tainted with sin, or feel 
pain or sorrow more. 

Blessed Jesus, thou hast diecl to set my spirit free 
from condemnation to eternal death ; and take this 
precious jewel, and keep it safe, beneath thy tender \ 
care. I cannot guard it from its ravenous foes. They 
seek its destruction, but, Almighty Saviour, they cannot 
tear the soul away, that is lo^ed within thy protecting 
arms. To thee would I commit mine. It is the pur- 
chase of thy blood ; and^thoujwilt keep what I commit 
unto thee. Guard my soul from ev^ry foe while I am 
a pilgrim here ; and in my daparting hour may I sec 
heaven opened, and expire with. the dying. prayer of 
thy first martyr on my lips,. * Lord Jesus receioe my 
Spirit* Jimen. 



cnjkVTSin vxx. 

2^f importance of Religion further shewn hy refer^ 
ence to the counsel of the Most High, contained an 
his word. 

Sect. 1. The word of God the surest guide to heaven.— s. 2» 
Various Scripture pa^a^es enforcing^ a devout attention to 
Beli^on.— s. 3. The subject continufS. in a short illustration 
of a few of those Scriptural declarations which assort the 
importance of real piety. — s. 4. In a brief view of some oth- 
ers, which display the vanity of worldly good.— s. 6. By » 
Tefarcnce to other passages, which command an attention 
to^Religion, whatever may be su^ered on its account. — s. 6. 
Frayer. 

SicT. 1. Ov all subjects in which etermty, is con- 
ccnied, the word of God is our surest guide. Do not 
»ou profess to believe "that wordglzedU^Uo^oor vicvg 



Cilibulci hf regUlatfcd; as by it yonr c^ndact' will be judg^ 
ed.' A distinguished christian,* who is gone to his eternal 
rest, referring to the' Scriptures, justly says, " I have 
thought, 1 ^m a creature of a day; passing thrbugh life, 
as an arrow through the air. I am a spirit'cotne from 
God, and returning to Go<Ji; jipt hovering over the great 

fi![)h ; till, a few moments hence, I am no more seen : 
drop into aii unchangeable eternity. I want to know 
one thing, thfe 'vt'oty td heaven, how to land safe on that 
happy shore. God himself has condescended to teach 
the way. For this viary end, he came from heavdn. ' He 
hath written it down in a book. give me that book [ 
at any price give me the book of God ! I have it; here 
is knowledge enough for me. Let me be homo unius 
librt.i Here tlien I am, far from the busy ways of men ; 
I sit down alone, only God is here. In his presence I 
open, I read^is book; for this end, to find the way to 
hekven.'* Wha.t this pious writer felt himself to be, 
you, my young friend, are now, a creature hastening to 
eternity, as fast as art aWow darts through the air, or 
as a shuttle through the loom ; and will vou not mxikc 
that sacred hbo^ your guide 1 Already fiave I shewn 
yon, from it, what Religion is ; now let me sh6\v you, 
that it calls upon you, at all events, to embrace Kelig> 
. ion. It teaches you that this is true wisdom and al) 
else, folly* That thii is the pne thing needful, the 
good part. It teaches you to seek this, whatever you 
lose by pursuing it ; to embrace it, though, at tjiie ex- 
pence of all.yoU possess ; to ho|d it fast, though that 
fST life must be resigned- It teacher you, that in pos- 
sessing the blessragsdf Religion, ypu would possess 
. every good, linjl that tlie want of them, is worse than 
' hunger, poverty or pain, prisons or martyrdom. That 
if yoa enjoy the Saviour's love, it is a matter of very 
little importance wh*t you suffer, for here will be found 
enough to make amends for all ; and that if you have 
not this, it signifies little what you possess; for the Want 
of this is tl^B witnt of every thing, that i8;wor(h the 
thoughts ot .yfishes of an immortal sdul. ' . 
Jk Sect. 2. t'he judgment of the blessed God, as to the^ 
IfenportaDce of real piety, ^nd of piety in youth; ii«ol- 

*♦. J.'Wcsley. f A student of but one book. 



lemtily ^n«en in his word. Thfir* hi» b«loyed Son and 
kis inspired in^ssfiri^exB £peak» in liis nainp> t<» y^u; ang( 
<rod»« j|icrcy,.give ipy yoUthrnl i^ad^rs grace to listen 
lo those adiDonitions of thine; thi^ J would now repeat 
to them. Behold then^ my youn^ friend^ * Hehold the 
fear of the Lord^ th»t is wisdom ; ana to depart from 
tjvil, is understandin^^^ Th6 fp^r of the ijord is the 
beginning of wisdom ; a ^ood undei!stahdin$ have all 
they that de his commandments.' Seek ye the |^or4 
while he m'ly he found. Call ye open him while he 10 
near. Let tiie wicjked forsake his wiyr and ih^ iinrigh-' 
teous «aan his thoughts.^ What BhaH it ^rpfit a man if 
Lc gftin the wtoje world and ioae his own &oul .'^ One 
thii^ is needful,* Seeh ye first the kingdom of God and 
His ri|;«hteousness.<^ JLahour not for the meal that ner- 
ishetht hut for the meat which endureth nnto everlast* 
io^ liic.^ Enter yB in at the atra^t gate ;^ Strive to 
Cinter in f because strait is the gate and narrow is tho 
way that leadeth unto lifc^ and few there he that find 
it.*** Ajyakp thou that sleepest and ariae from the dead, 
and Christ shall give thee light.^^ God aow commandoth. 
Xhh aff N EV|B»T wH£ii$: to repent.^^ Ezeept ye re^ 
pent, ye -sliatl all likewise perish.'^ Ye must be horn 
again.** )&ohold the Lamb of God.** Believe on the 
Lord Icsus Chtist,** This is the W<??k of feed that ya 
holieve on him whom he hath sent." F*ght the good 
fight of faith. Lay hold on eternal lifis.^ Be diligent* 
that ye m^y be found of him in j^eace^ \i^ithoat spot ani} 
blameless.^ 6row in iR'ace and in the knowledge of the 
Lord ilesus Christ.^ That ye he not slothful, but fol*. 
lowers of them, who, ibfo^h faith and patience, inhere 
it the promises.^, ^<b that ye refuse not him that 
speaketh; for if they escaped noi, who infused him f-h&t 
is^ake on earth, miscji fnofe shall not we escape if we 
turn away (ww hira that speaketh from heaven.'^ How 
«hall Vft ^apape^ if w« negl£et 8# ^eskt jsalvation<^ Let 

»56b ttmJi. a. «Fg. esi, 10. nn^ it. fl, 7. "titMi riti. Mf. 
»T.uk« X. 42. «lV!kft, n. 83. 7j«bii>i. 27. QWatt. vH. ia» 
^lAtkekm. 31^ i^MMt. #ii« 14. HSp||,v.]4. ^i^ct«xvti.24^ 
'^nHexiii.a. J^^oho in. 7» "J4»l«ii..«^. i<A«t« xvL 94f 
'Uohnvi.i». «lTim.Ti.li «2Pet. iii. 14. «> 2 Pet iii. 1 j[ 
H«b. vi. 12. «2^cb. xii. 55. «3Heb. ii. 8. / 
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f^at3 labour thereforie to enter into rest.** Rcmember^wtJV 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth.* I love tbe^a 
that love me; and they that seek me early flhall finii 
<me.* The time is short", it rcmaineth that both they 
who have wives be as though they had none; and they 
who weep, as though they wept not ; ancl they ^hat re^ 
joice, as .though they fejoieed not ; and they £hat "buy;, 
-^as though they possessed pot ; and tbey that use this 
world, as not abusing it ; for tt»>fashipn*of this wor^d 
/passeth awnj'.*'^ "Vanity df vanities, ajl is vanity.* O 
that they wore wise, that they understood this, that 
they would consider their latter end !^ O t^at there 
were such ^ heart in them that they would fear me ; 
and keep all my commandments always, that it might 
*be well with them.* ^Blessed are they^ Wiiich do hun<jer 
and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. 
'Blessed aire the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
<JBl«ssed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' 
Bake, for theirs is tho kingdom of heaven.^^ Fear not 
them which kill the body, and after that ha-ve no moi;e 
that tbey can ^o ; but I will "forewarn you whom you 
shall fear, ^ear him, who, after he hath killed, hath 
power to cast into hell, yea I say unto you, fear 
' nim.^ Lay not up .for yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and* rust corrupt, and wheire thieves 
Tforeak through and steal ; bpt Jay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
'Corrupt, «nd where thieves do not break {lirough nor 
rsteal.^ 

Sect. 8. Are not these important aBmonitipns Che a<J* 
fnonitions of your God? Any one of them should be suf- 
"ficient to claim your attention, and engage ypur hoar^*; 
-how much more should their unitedcounsel. ^Religion i.n 
-the blessing wbich they- teaCh you to diioose; a. blessing 
-which makes the ^poorest ridh ; and without which th^i 
wealthiest are poor. "Notice a few of ll^ese, or other 
.ecriptucal admonitions, more fully. The Lord Je^us, in 
whom ere hidden -aU the treasures c^ wisdom and knowi- 

^Heb. iv,ll. -se^cfea. xTi. 1. >«Prov. viii. IT. 
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, ed^e, g9,ve it as his solemn and deliberate judgement, thai 
bfit one thing is needful. He made this impressivci de- 
claration, to one, who loved him and whom he ioi'ed, 
* Sut one thing is needfuV* Compared with it all that '^ 
man deems most important, ia an insignificant trifle. His 
wisdom, folly. His business and cares, laborious idling. 
His pomps and pleasures, as vain as the plays of chil- 
dren ; and his possessions, as worthless as their toys. 
But one thing is 'needful. All that has agitated the gen- 
erations of men, for six thousafid yeara \ all that has en- 
gaged their hearts and employed their fleeting days, com- 
pared with this is needless, is lighter than the driven 
chaff; emptier than the bursting bubble; and vainer than 
the flying shadow. 

The same divine Speaker said. Labour not for tHe 
meat that pei-isheth, but for that which endureth unto 
everlasting life. He did not here mean to forbid a 
proper regard to the cares and duties of this life, but to 
command a far superior attention to the concerns of the - 
8oul ; and he assigns an important reason for conduct, 
vhich the world deems madness. Clothing and food, the 
"body, which they cherish, and even thei world, on which 
they are enjoyed, must shortly perish ; and the time,- in 
"which they are possessed, b like the twinkling of an eye; 
but the blessings of salvation endure to everlasting life ; 

««nd the soul, that ha» these, shall enjoy them through 
an eternity, so boundless, that compared with it, ages as 
numerous as the drops of the sea, and one fleeting mo- 
ment are alike-; both so short, that placed by the side of 
eternity, their difierence would be imperceptible; both 
"Would be nothing there. Snnilar to this is the command- 
ment. Seek ye first the kingdom of Ood^ and his 
righteousness. Jesus had been speaking of food and 
raiment, those blessings so important to this life; and then 
he added, Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his^ 
Tighieousness: as if he had said, '* Let thy first concern* 
thy earliest and thy chief care, be to gain a title to the 
kingdom of God, ^nd an interest in thy Redeemer's righ- 
teousness. Prefer this, not merely to worldly vanities 
and follies, but to the moet important earthly blessings ; 
and be more concerned to possess this, than for the food 
that supports, or the raiment that protects, that ieeble 
body of thine. ogtzed by L^oogle 
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" Sect. 4. While the divine SaTiotir thus teaches you (O 
seek and prhe spiricual blessings, he also directs you ta 
view this world aa vanity; to look with contempt upon it ; 
to* live above it ; to expect and seek but little from if. 
The language of this word is, as you have seen, * The 
time is short, let those that have wives, be as tboogk 
they had none ; and they thnt weep, as though they 
wept not y and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced 
not ; and they that buy, as though they possessed not ; 
and they that use this world, as not abusing it, for the 
fashion of this world passeth away.' Is it possible, my. 
young friend, in a more impressive manner^ to remind 
you, that as this world. is nothing, and the next every 
thing to an immortal soul, the next should be your choice? 
The happy and the afflicted, the aged and the young, the 
noble and the mean, are all travellers to eternity; and to 
them all, the time is short. It is so to j'ou. Are you 
then possessed of the most endeared and afFectionate re- 
hktiyes, have them as though you hjad them not ; let not 
them or their aflection prevent your heart from rising to 
nobler friends above. Are you sorrov'ful, weep as though 
you wept not. Pursue eternal good with the same avid^ 
ky, as if you had no sorrow to distract your mind. Are 
you happy, rejoice as though you rejoiced not ; be like 
those, whose hope and comfort here am all destroyed, 
and who have not one pleasure left, to draw their hearts 
downwards to the earth. Have you the treasures of this: 
vi'orld, have them as though you had them not. Employ 
them for the glory of God; and, be as dead to them, as* 
if you had nothing on this side of the grave your own.. 
Let neither the pains nor the pleasures of life, neither 
poverty nor riches, prevent you from seeking with aH 
your heart, durable riches and immortal glories. In an» 
other part of the chapter, which contains the precedin|r 
passage, it ia said respecting the rea^ christian, Jirt tfjois 
called being q sla-ocy care not for it.* As much as if it 
were said. It is of so little consequence, in what situation 
a child of God passes through this fleeting world, that 
even slavery, dreadful as it is to human feeling, is a thih^ 
df little moment. It is no great ihatter, for so short & 

81 Cor. vii. 21. In the English translation a servant, but more 
strictly a slave. 
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time, to live in poverty, hardship attd sorrow, nrhen an 
eternity of light and joy, and peace and liberty, is just go- 
ing to dawn upon the soul ! 

Thus, my young friend, you see it is the judgement of 
him, who is eternal truth, that Religion is every thing, 
and that all on earth is as nothing. Poverty or riches ; 
licalth or sickness, food or hunger, slavery or liherty, 
life or death, alt, all are trifles compared with that one 
Biot^t precious, but most neglected blessing. 

The Lord Jesus Christ places the value and importance 
of real piety in a most striking light in the parable, or 
shall I say the history, of Lazarus and the rich man. 

< There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in 
purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day : 
and there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which , 
was laid at his gate, full of sores; and desiring to be fed 
with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table ; 
moreover, the dogs came and licked his sores. And it . 
came to pass that the beggar died, and was carried by- 
the angels into Abraham's bosom : the rich man also 
died, and wasburied; and in hell he lifted up his eyes, be- 
ing in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Laz- 
arus in his bosom : And he cried and said. Father Abra-* 
ham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my 
tongue ; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abra- 
ham said, Son, remember that thou in thy life time,''re- 
ceivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil 
things: but now he is comforted and thou art torment- 
ed.^ Lazarus is described as poor, despised, afflicted, 
a beggar without one earthly friend. Jle has lived in 
poverty; and at last, unable any longer to glean his 
scanty pittance, by wandering from door to door, he is 
1%id at the rich man's gate worh down with sickness. 
No kind relation, no benevolent friend cheers him. 
The crumbs, which fall from his wealthy neignbour's 
table are his support; and these he earnestly desires^ 
to satisfy the cravings of hunger. His tattered rags 
^scarcely cover the spreading wounds, in his disordered 
«nd dying body ; and the dogs came and licked his 
ffores. Is it possible to describe more complicated 
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wretchedness ? But he dies ; and now he, who had ndt 
one friend on earth, has angelic friends to conduct him 
to the regions of glory. Now farewell to poverty, to 
begging, to grief, to tattered rags, to painful woundp, 
to earth and all its sorrows. He who had no abode 
here finds an eternal abode in the mansions of bliss. 
He, who was an outcast upon earth, walks the golden 
streets of the New Jerusalem, and is become one of the 
host of saints *' and angels clothed in light." Near him, 
while upon earth, lived one who, enjoyed, in abund* 
ance, the pleasures, gayeties, and honours of a dying 
world. He knew not penury or its sorrows,' for he 
was rich ; and every day had its sumptuous fare, and 
every season its splendid attire. But his all was in 
this world, he had nothing beyond the grave. At 
length he died. The skill of physicians, the tears of 
friends, and all the care and ^attendance, which 
wealth commands, cannot ward off the stroke of 
death. He dies, and lifts up his eyes in hell. Which 
was the happy man ? which the possessor of a 
real treasure ? Surely you cannot hesitate to say, 
Lazarus. Yes, Lazarus. In his poverty he was rich ; 
in his wretchedness he was happy ; when he had 
. nothing, he possessed all things ; and when his misery 
seemed most complete, he was nearest to endless life 
and peace and joy. What was it that made him so 
blessed ? It was true piety. Without that, his poverty 
here had been the forerunner of deeper poverty here- 
after:-; and poor on earth he had been poorer still in 
hell. When he was destitute of food, and friends, and 
raiment, and shelter, he had one thing left, and that. 
The one thing needful. my young friend, remember 
that if you were as poor as Lazarus, as afflicted as Job, 
as persecuted as Paul, the love of Christ would make 
you happy. And O consider that without this, you 
must be a miserable wretch, though you were to livo 
in wealth, pomp, pleasure, and even royal splendour. 

Sect. 5. Thus my young friend, the divine Saviour 
represents real religion as an infinitely important bless- 
ing ; his word also directs you to exert all the earnest- 
ness of your soul in its pursuit. You see you are ex- 
horted to " labour for the meat which endureth unto 
eternal life ; to labour to enter iQto rest ; to strive to 
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-^nter in^t the strait gat* ; to^ive all diligonce tomske 
your calling «n<l election sure. * * He caWs aa you to run 
with the perseverance of a racer: to sacrifitcee very good 
for this one, in the spirit of a merchant, who would seH 
his all, to buy-one immensely valuable^ pearl ;.to fight, 
with the desolation of a soldier, determined to conc^uer or 
die ; and even to 4iuffer, with the constancy of a mar- 
tyr, sooner than by JMglecting himself to lose eternal 
life. In two most impressive passages, bils the. divine 
Saviour given this last exhoftotion. ** Fear not the^i 
which kill tbebody, and,a£ter that have no more that 
they can do/' The loss of mortal life, he- teaches ymi 
to look upon as a little thing, if tlie soul is hut safe. 
** And if thy hand offend {^ensnare) thee, cut it off: 
it is better forihee to enter intd life maimed, than hav- 
ing two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never 
fihull be quenched ; where the WJormiiiethnot,.and the 
fire is not quenched, ^d if thy foot offend {ensnare) 
thee, cut it off: it is -better -for thee to enter halt into 
life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the 
fire that never shall be quenched ^ where the worm 
dieth not, 4ind the fire is not quenched. And if. thine 
«ye offend {ensnctre) thee, pluck it out ;. it is better for 
thee to enter into the kingdom of God with .one eye, 
than having twt> eyes. to be cast into hell fire ; where 
the worm diedi not, and the fire is not quenched. " 
How solemn an admonition- to niake every sacrifice for 
eternal life, is contained in this awful passage - Not 
merely does the Son ef Ood command you to p'«»^i. with 
toys and trif^cets.for his sake,- but, if your band, .your 
foot, your eye, or any thing as dear andusefuL as these ,^ 
would ensoare-your soiil, to /part with those dear biit 
destructive objects ; and to esteem no sufierings too 
great to encounter, when life -eternal is at stake. To 
cut off a right hand, then 'amputate a nght foot, then 
tear out a right eye, Would be .to natare« dreadfully -se* 
veie ; .yet Iiis dir^ion is, if any 'thing which it woiibi 
cost youas much pain to re^gn,;as to <&attthis« should 
endanger your salvation, bear the pain ; and whate^r 
tite body suffers, take cave tiiat the soul is. not ondone. 
It has also heen^tly ohsen'ed, that most of the Lord's 
hearers were the poor ; and to them the right hand 19 
pecoliarl^ in^portant, as by its ia^uc their aupiioct is 
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enrHed ; and thtM maimed they might but Imgrer.ottt 
th^ remainder of a wretched existence. Taking these 
thixigs into consideration, how solemn, and in M'hat a 
decisive strain, is the counsel of him, who spake as nev^ 
-er hian spake. It is aa if he had said, Salvation is the 
one thing needful ; and think nothing too precious to 
Jbe resigned on its aoconnt ; what though any thing so 
dear and important to you, as the hand that earns your 
food, the foot on which you pursue your labours, the 
eye which warns you of a thousand dangers, and which 
is the source of a thousand satisfactions ; what though 
Any thing, thus dear and useful, should ensnare your 
immortal soul, yet part with it : yes part with it, though 
it cost you as much exquisite torture ta do so, as it 
would to tear the tender eye from its socket, and to cut 
away the right hand and foot from the body they sup- 
port and adorn. Fart with the dear cfltise of destruc- 
tion, though, through its loss, the rest of your days 
were even to be spent in misery and want. Yet mind 
not the miseries of an hour, to escape those of eternity ; 
mind not all, that a feeble body could endure, to es- 
cape the worm that never dieth, and the fire that nev- 
er shall be quenched. It is better to enter into eternal 
life, with this Joss and suffering, than to perish forever. 
Better, far better were it for you to go, if nieedful, 
through pain, and want, and wretchedness, to heaven ; 
than, through comfort and ease and prosperity to hell." 
Solemn and awakening charge ! O that it were felt by 
every heart ! Awful, awful warning, repeated six times 
over by a compassionate Saviour's lips, that there the 
ilre never shall be quenched. 

Will you, my young friend, listen to his wo|rds ? Will 
you if you have not yet done so, now give your youth 
to God, and receive the blessed Jesus as your all in all ? 
If you refuse, O may the God of mercy grant, that 
wherever you go in your mad career of business or of 
pleasure, the words of Christ may follow you, and still 
thunder in yoiur ear, that inthat dismal abode, whither 
sin and folly lead the soul, the fire never shall be 
quenched ! flee then from it ! Flee for your life ! Flee 
for y6ur soul ! If milder motives have not moved you, 
what can awaken you, if this warning of the Lord's can- 
not ! Flee from iLe dear Relights of sin, that are b>iid- 
G' ^ , . ' 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



110 

in? rou ovOT td perdUiem ! They conduct to that hdl, 
tvhere tbo firo never, never, never, eboU be quenched. 
Flee from tins, that have rnled yon to the present boor*; 
or they will ehortly fix yoo, where the worm of remorse 
nnd despair can never, never die. Flee, or ere long the 
fire of hell, flashing in your face, will tell you that your 
day of grace is past ; and the woim, that never diotb, 
rising in your soul will sting you with huge, inexpressi- 
ble, and everlasting sorrows. 

A Ptayer^ imploring grace, to pa^ devout attention 
to the scriptural advice contained in this ^aptcr, 

O thou great and beneficebt Father of aH, while I draw 
near to thee in prayer, stoop for JeSus' sake, to accept 
xny feeble ofToring. Humiliation should be mine in thetAs 
solemn seasons, wliile infihite condescension is thine. I 
have passed but a few fleeting years in this World, yet. 
perhaps, have already seen many more than I shall ever 
see again ; and, O liord, what folly, misery, and mAd> 
iiess have marked much of my mortal course. Instead of 
seeking first thy kingdom, and its righteousness, many of 
tny eany years have been devoted to a thousand trifling 
vanities ; and, negligent of laying up my treasures in 
iieaven, I have soiight that felicity, among the follies of 
time and sense which can be found in thee alone. 

Thou, gracious Lord, hast an eternal immutable 
right to teach me what to choose, and what to shun. 
Listening to thy word, may I make thje piety my early 
and immediate choice, and may I have strength from 
thee, to count all things Idsis, that I may win Christ. If 
I should have to pass over a painful path to heaven, still 
let me tread that path, assured, that one hour of glory 
there will compensate all the sorrows of the way. May 
I follow those who trod a thorny way before me, and 
who are inheriting the promises. Let me coimt no suf- 
ferings too heavy to be endured, on his account, who 
bore the cross for nie. Wbeii the world tempts me, when 
religion is despised, and this vile heart would be negli- 
gent of its ble5ising8, then let me think of his dying love, 
and of his various admonitions ; then let me gladly make 
the moat ^i^ainfulj sacrifices, so that I may but escape the 
never <fytng viorm, and be a partaker in bis righteous- 
i!)ess,Jandati heir of thy kingdom. Impress deeply on 
my i^MH^ that the time tV shorty end fiday I rojoioo •r 
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wee^« pM8es$ or want, as a traveller id eternity. May' 
I, from ihis time, cry unto thee, my Father, tkou art 
ihe ffu'dt of my yottth. May the bleaeings be mine, 
which rest on the humble, the pare in heart, and the 
]>eiceful. May I hunger and thirst aAer righteousness ; 
and feel those desires, which nothing but thy love can 
satisfy, and may I be tilled. May I consider my latter 
end, and when the solemn hour of separation from all 
mortal things arrives, then, O my God, look down upon 
me, and shew a father's love. Cheer my departing spir- 
it with thy smile. Xet joys like those of Lazarus, then 
be mine. May ministering angels surround my astonish- 
ed soul, and conduct it through the wondrous, but by me^' 
uhtroddon path, that leads from earth to heaven. Thors 
may I join the company, whose robes are waslted in Je» 
mis' blood ; and there for ever celebrate thy love, and 
pay my grateful honours to the Lamh that was slain. 
Gracious Father for his sake answer, and more than an- 
swer, these my humble prayers. Amen, 



Diiifne love a reason for early piety. 

SscT. \» The young Reader reminded that the «ame dtvina 
love as animated many t^o sufler martyrdom itself in manifesto 
cd to him in the Gro6pel....s. 2. The love of God displayed 
in vaiious way«, but transcendently in the gift of Christ.^., 
s. 3. This seen in the very niotivc of that gift... .Love to 
man.. ..8. 4. In the greatness ot the gifl....s. 5. His love en. 
btnced by his own infinite di^itv, and s. 6. By his knowl- 
edge of the abasement to which he sent his beloved Son.... 
s. 7. Such love demands the Reader's all.... s. 8. The love of 
Christ displayed in his voluntary humiliatiou....s. 9. In hie. 
free and gracious invitations.... s. 10. In his continued car^ . 
and kindness for his flock.... ^, 11. Appeal to the young ea^ 
the returns it m6rit^...s. 12. Prayer. 

Sect. 1. History relators that one of those happy and 
triurapliant saints, who passed ihrough the sorrows of 
martyrdoip, to the glorieaof heaven, just before he ex- 
pired, lifting up his burning hands, from tbe midst of the 
lii^mei, exclaimed, Nfone but Chri$t; Qone but Christ 
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In this and ten thousand other idstancee, martyrdomv 
itself was cheerfully borne, through love to th^ adora-* 
hie Saviour. But whence sprung this fervent love 1 
The Apostle's words reply. We love him because he 
Jirat loved us. My young friend, let me call your at--- 
tention to this most pleasing, and most powerful motive, 
for devoting your youth to God. Martyrs loved their 
God, because he had first loved them. Martyrs died- 
for their Redeemer, because he had first died for them;- 
hut consider, I beseech you, that all whicb was done 
for them, was done for you. That love which won 
their hearts, has been manifested for you, as well as 
them. God in the gospel, is as kind to y«u, as he was> 
to them; heaven as open to you as it was to them ; 
and Jesus Has died for you as well as for tliem. Spend, 
then, a few serious moments in meditating on atvino 
love. I have glanced at this subject before, but new- 
intreat you,, to consider more fully the love of God and 
the love of Christ. 

Sect. 2. In the works of the Most High you may dis- 
cern his (ove. The fruits we gather, the summers we- 
enjov, the harvests we reap, the air we brcnthc, all are 
proofs of the love of God. Your healthful days, your 
easy nights, your food, your raiment, your tender fi-iends, 
all these are gifts from the God of love. 'He crowns 
successive seasons with his goodness ; and seed time- 
and harvest, summer and winter, are fraught with his 
blessings. In infancy, childhood and youth, you have 
experienced his kindness. Unnumbered merdfes de- 
scended from him to you, 

" Ere yet your infant heart conceiv'd. 
From whom those mercies flow'd ;'* 

and the streams of his kindness have continued full even 
to your present day; and shpuldyqu cUqqsc hm as your 
God and portion, then 

. ** Wliile eternal a^es roll, 
His mercy will flow on." 

It is in the gift of his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, that 
his divinest love is manifested. * God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begottea Son, that who- 
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soever believcth in him should not perish, but hav& 
eternal life.^ 

Sect. 3. The gift of Christ, is uniformly represented 
in the Scriptures, as caused by the love of God. That 
blessed book assures us that the divine Redeemer did 
all that he did, wid endured all that ho endured, in 
consequence of the love of God to a ruined world. The 
testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ to this momentous 
truth, is given in the words just quoted ; his inspired 
Apostles assert the same. God commendeth his love 
towards us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us.'^ Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propi- 
tiation for our sins.^ Docs the motive of a giver, en- 
hance the value of a gift, how then should )'ou value 
Jesus, the best gift of God ! In the Gospel the infinite 
Lord of lords is displayed, as stooping from the throne 
of his eternal majesty, to interest himself in your be- 
half ; and love to helpless and guilty man, appears the. 
directing motive, even in the conduct of the Most High. 
God 80 loved tJie world. 

Sect. 4. The love of God, to your immortal soul, is 
displayed in the greatness of the gift, which he gave 
for your redemption. Think of the giver, and adore ; 
think of the gift, and praise and wonder. The brightest 
throne in glory was made vacant on our account ; and 
Jesus, the delight of heaven, for us, became a sufferer 
upon earth. He is with God, and is God : and is One 
with the Father, in a way which none can comprehend.* 
On this subject, curious inquiry is fruitless ; devout be- 
lief, in what God has declared, and humble adoration, 
best become us. A worm or a mole cannot conceive 
the nature of the sun, or djve into the secrets of revolv- 
ing planfets, of stars, fixed, or comets, wandering, for 
ages, in the depths of the sky ; but worms and moles 
might better attempt to unfold the mysteries of the. 
starry firmament, than man try to unfold the more in- 
explicable mysteries, contained in the nature of Christ. 
Look on him as God with man; the well beloved of the 
Father. By his hands the worlds were formed, and he ia 

1 Jolm iii. 16. 2Rom. v. 8. ^l John iv. 10. <John. i. I ; 
X. 10; Matt, xi, 27» , 
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the same yesterday, to day, and for ever. He framed^ 
th© skies ; yet, by his Father's appointment, bled' for 
yon. He was the object of his Father's infinite delight, 
yet such is the compassion of your injured God, that he 
gave even Jesus, his dearest treasure, to be the price of 
your redemption. • 

Sect. 5. The love of God, in giving his beloved Son 
for your salvation, is enhanced by his own infinite exc^U 
Jencies. Join all the most noble representations of power 
' and majesty, and alS fall far short of him at last. Heap 
together all the most splendid descriptions of glory and 
greatness, and apply them to the Almighty, and they will 
but dishonour him at best. If you imagine, as some phi- 
losophers dream, every star to be in reality another sun, 
lind every sun attended by its revolving worlds, yet God, 
the great and glorious God, excels them more than they 
united w^uld- excel one glimmering spark. Think of God» 
and what is man ! Stirely but the insect of a moment or 
the atom of a day. Yet, in redemption, to man the 
meanest, did God the highest stoop from his eternal 
throne. With an eye of softest compassion, he looked 
down,, down unutterably low, upon a perishing and guilty 
world ^ no help was seen, but hjs own arm brought sal- 
vation. In the gift of Christ also, see the Most Holy 
stooping to visit, in mercy, the most polluted. The sun 
iias its dark spots, but the God of heaven has not the 
•hadow of defect. Ha is as holy as he is high, as pure 
as he is powerful ; while miserable man is polluted with 
till depravity, stained with every sin, black with every 
^rime. • ' 

Sect. 6. The love of God was still further enhanced, 
T)y hid knowledge of the deep ahasemoot and cruel r.:g- 
!ect, which awaited his beloved Sod. Before time began, 
lie was intimately acquainted with all, that would occur 
in time ; and before Jesus left the bosom of the Father, 
he foresaw through what scenes his beloved Son would 
pass. He saw the Saviour on the cross, before the cross 
was formed ; and heard his expiring grOan, before that 
igroan wa« uttered. A parent. parting with a beloved eon, 
may dismiss him more readily, if assured tiiat every where 
a kind reception would await him; but with what regret, 
if Gonsicious that notlting but sorrow and distress would 
■•ttend him. A stranger to tli# world might have expect 
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«d, that the ble^sad JTesus would hatv met with an infi« 
nitely welcome reeeptioo here. It might have been 
supposed that desiring nations would have been ready to 
hail his arrival ; to ofier him the throne of the world, as 
fiome humble compensation for leaving bis own ; to echb 
to heaven, the shouts of glory to God in the highest, for 
peace on earth and good will towards men ; and to re- 
ceive the illustrious visitant as the object of universal 
admiration, esteem and love. But the Most High knew* 
that the blessed Jesua would not be thus loved, admired, 
and followed ; he knew, that gracious friend of sinners 
would have, for his attendance, a few despised and per- 
secuted men ; would be without a dwelHng, except the 
chance one> which a few friends afforded, and sometimes, 
in the most literal sense, without a place to lay bis head. 
He knew that the shouts which awaited bis beloved Son 
wore, * Crucify him, crucify him ; away with him ; Not 
this man but Barabbas ; his blood be on us, and on our 
children. ' This was the reception the blessed Sufferer 
met with, from the world he came to save ; a receplidn 
foreseen by his heavenly Father, whd displayed his own 
boun(|less love, in bestowing such a gift on such a world. 
On a world too, of which the greater part would stiU 
make their own destruction sure, and in spite of all these 
B)iracles of love, would still prefer the dross of earth to 
a dying Saviour and a gracious God. Well might Christ 
say ,. God SO loved the world. Uis compassion is beyond 
description. O the heights, and breadths, and depths, 
and lengths, of the love of God ! * It is higher than hea- 
ven, what canst thou know ! deeper than hell, what 
canst thou do ! the measure thereof i» longer than th« 
QaFth, and broader than the sea !' It is vast as his- own 
glories, and lastii^ as his own eternity. Could the ex- 
tended sky be crowded with expressions, to declare the 
gi-eatness of the love of God, the- extended sky would 
not contain the half. Could the ocean bo emptied, drop 
by drop, and ages pass between ev^ry drop^ could the 
world be destroyed, grain, by grain, and ages pass betweea 
every grain, and could an archangel be employed through 
all those ages, in unfolding the riches of divine locve, the 
ocean would be emptied, and the world would be det* 
Btroyed, bofoite he had half finished bis task. Hei^ eter» 
nity aione can suffice. • DgtzedbyLjOOQle 
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Sect. 7. And liow> my young friend, what does tlife 
lovd demand ^ Can you give thai gracious God too much» 
who gave his Son for you ? Can you too soon give him 
your all ? O would you part with a father, a mother, a 
brother, a sistei, a friend, to redeem even another friend 
from distress and ruin ? but your mUch injured God hits 
resigned his beloved Son to death, to redeeni a world and 
you from perishing. He has done this, not for friends, 
but enemies; thus has he conmiended his love; for 
enemies, wilful, wicked, hell-deserving enemies. Shall 
•all this be lost, upon you? Had some friend, by 
hazarding his life for you, snatched you from a burn- 
ing houitc, or raging sea, how warm would have been 
^our professions of gratitude ? But God has given Jesus, 
(o snatch you from more dreadful danger, even when he 
knew that his beloved Son would fall a victim to his com- 
passion. How frozen is your heart if such goodness does 
not melt it into penitence and love ! Gracious Almighty^ 
what can we render unto thee ! we, bought by the blood 
of thy Son ; we, redeemed by thy best beloved ; we, 
whose sins he has borne, whose sorrovis he has carried ; 
we, rescued fronr the flaming pit of misery, not at tho 
mere hazard of his life but by that tnvalued life, and by 
sufferings more than human, what can we otter — but 
ourselves ! By aJl this matchless love, I beseech you to 
be reconciled to God. O harden not your heart against 
your best benefactor ; be not your own worst enemy, 
when God would be your kindest friend. O refusic not 
your youth to him, who has such infinite claims upon yoir. 
It has been justly said of ingratitude, that it is, ** of vices 
first, most infamous and most accursed.'* It was the sin 
of Satan; but, O my youthful reader, how deeply will yoU 
be polluted with it, if you refuse to give your youth to 
God ! His kindness to yon through successive years, 
in infancy, in childhood, in youth, in health, in sickness, 
claims your heart; bijt, O the gift of his Son ! if you 
have ten thousand hearts, the love there manifested 
would claim them all; and will you deny him that one? 
Too long has it been shut against him, while sin and 
folly have triumphed in yohr breast;- but shall it be shut 
against him still ? sh'all sin and folly still be preferred 
to a modt kind compassionate Godi Had you ten 
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O tben refuse him not that little span of life, which i» 
all you will ever have in this world ! 

Sect. 8. From contemplatmg the love of God, the 
Pather, pass on to view that of his Almighty Son. 
Though the Father gave his best beloved, yet Jesus 
-came not by compulsion, but to be a willing victim. 

** Nothing brought him from above. 
Nothing but redeeming love." 

His language was, * Lo I come to do thy will God.** 
He declared, * Therefore doth my Father love me, be- 
cause I lay down my life that I might take it again. No 
man taketh it'from me, but I lay it down of myself : I 
have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
again.* Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye, through his poverty, might be rich.^ Let 
this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus; 
who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God; but made himsdf of no reputa- 
tion; and took upon him the form of a servant; and was 
made -in the likeness of men; and, being found in fash-^ 
ion as a man, he humbled himself ; and became obedi- 
ent unto death, even the death of the cross.'* 

Follow him in your thoughts, from his throne of glo- 
ry, to ' his poor manger, and his bitter cross,' and mark 
the painful steps he trod; then may you feel that never 
love \va8 like his love, and never sorrow like his sorrow. 
O meditate on the compassion of a friend', before whose 
love, that of the fondest earthly friend vanishes to 
nothing; your best, yet, alas ! perhaps your most for-- 
gotten friend. Ho was the inhabitant of heaven before 
the world was formed. Eternal glories were his; all 
the riches of heaven were his portion ; and angels and 
archangels bowed at his feet. The happiness of the 
meanest of his disciples, in the heavenly world, is in* 
expressible. None, who have, not the language of hea- 
ven, can tell what are the joys and glories of the hum- 
ble christian there ; O what then was the glory which 
the Son of God had with the Father, before the world 
was, when he thought it no robbery to be equal with 

»Heb. X. 9. «John .-5. 17, 18. 3 2^ Cor. viii. 0. <Phil. li. 5--e. 
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God ! yet all this did he lay aside for you, for me. Yoo 
have perhaps heard of this astonishing love, till it 
scarcely impresses or affects your mind ; but think , if ' 
you can^ of soniething that may bear a humble compar- 
ison with it. Suppose that a person, not like you, but 
more happy, in a more exalted station, one who might 
unite the piety of Paul with the glory and wisdom of 
Solomon, should from some disinterested motive, resign 
his happiness and honour, and assume the nature of a 
worm; like that to crawl on the ground, and hide in* 
the dust; would not this h& love ? Could you do this ? 
yet this would bear no comparison with the love of 
■Christ. Could this be done, one creature would take 
upon him the meaner nature of a brother worm; but 
when the Son of God appeared in the likeoess of men^ 
the Almighty Creator took on him the nature of the 
sinful creature. He came from a world where no sor- 
rows enter, to a world of sorrow and distress. Born in 
poverty, he continued so poor, that he could say, The 
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air nests, but the 
Son of man hath not where to lay his head. He wa» 
wearied with labours, and driven from place to place 
by the persecution of those very persons, whose happi- 
ness he came to seek. He wept over wretched men» 
whom he saw ruining themselves, for this world, and 
the next. And O, my young friend, if you are unac- 
quainted with his grace, were he upon earth again, he 
might weep for you. He would see your danger if you 
-see it not. He would know the worth of your soul, 
though you may know it not; and would see, in all its 
horrors, the precipice whence you are falling, and the 
•state of misery into which you are plunging. After he 
had manifested his love to man, by his instructions, his 
tears, his prayera, his labours, and his institutions, at 
length the last sad scene of his innocent life drew on; 
And now, behold the man ! See him in the garden of 
Gcthscmane, weighed down with inward sorrow. * My 
fioul,* said he, * is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death.* 
He was so overwhelmed, with a horrid mixture of dis- 
tress and anguish, that he prayed, if it were possible, 
the painful cup might pass from him, but he added, 
* Father, not as I will, but as thou wilt.'* Ho saw the 
world lying in wickedness, and ready to drop into eter*- 
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nal flames, and the iniquities of millions were meeting 
upon him, but though oppressed by more terrors, than 
any of his martyred followers ever felt, he would not 
give up his great work; he would not let go a sinking 
world. Again apd again he prayed, and an angel ap- 
peared from heaven to strengthen him; yet his unspeak- 
able agony continued so dreadful, that his sweat was 
as it were great drops of blood falling to the ground. 
Was there any sorrow like his sorrow ! Stop not here ; 
ho, who went to Calvary for vou, had not reached it 
yet. See him betrayod^by the kiss of a traitor* Behold 
the injustice, the insults, the ignominy of his mock trial. 
The vilest malefactor probably would not have received 
such barbarous treatment. Some spit in his face; others 
cover his eyes, strike him, and scoffing bid him prophet 
sy who struck him. Yet did nat one repining word es- 
cape his blessed lips; he was meekly suffering for his 
tormentors and for you. The heathen soldiers at length 
' begin their part in this bloody tragedy. They scourge 
him, dress him in a royal robe, plat a crown of thorns, 
and place a reed or walking stati' as a mock sceptre in 
his hand. With cruelty yet unglutted, they take the 
Btaif, and strike him on the head, to give more exquis- 
ite pain by those blows, which might drive the thorns 
of the crown into his temples and his forehead; and now 
behoM the man; clad in theorobe of mock majesty; his 
head crowned with thorns^ and streaming with blood; 
his face bruised with blows; his body torn by scourges. 
Was over love like his love ! He is condemned, — and 
now see him carrying his cross, execrated, and despised. 
Dreadful was his path to Calvary, but he reached it at 
last; yet not to escape from his sorrows, these would 
only end with his life. Behold him at the fatal spot. 
"See the cross formed; and him extended on it; yet even 
there he prays, Father forgive them for they know no,t 
what they. do. Listen to the strokes of the hammer, 
that drive the nails through his hands and feet. Mark 
the gushing blood, the shattered bones. See the cross 
raised from the earth, on which.it lay, and letdown 
with a jerk into the hole in which it should standi' that 
this might torture more the tortured lM>dy that hung 
upon it; Through six long hours of indescribable mise* 
fy, bsi^ld the cUvme sufibrerthus suspended > execrated 
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by earth; Insultecl by bis cruel foes; and even, in «p 
pearance, de&erted by Heaven, when he uttered thai 
anournful cry, My God, my Ood^ why hast thou foTf 
Aaktn me! His Father seemingly deserted bis best 
beloved, for a tune, that he might be able to receive 
70U, a poor sinful wanderer, and make you ^bis fo^ 
f ver. p then 

« Remember Herod's judgment hall. 
And Pilate's bar; the scourge, the crown. 
The cross, the wormwood, and th^ gall. 
And v3Qrie than all hit Father^ fraton.** 
At length he expired. What a scene fo Mowed ! Rocks 
rending, graves opening, midnight darkness at noon day. 
Was it an emblem of that everlasting darkness Mrhich 
aball overwhelm an ungodly world ! or would Heaven 
bide the dishonours of its Lord ! When ho left his throne 
of glory* he knew, that all this was to befal him; be 
knew tfcfcat bo should be treated as if he were the uorst 
of malefactors; He know that the band which 
*< Form'd the skies would bleed for you, 
But Ueed the bahn you want;" 

And he so loved our wretched and guilty race thai- the 
tiew of all these dreadful scenes prevented not bis com- 
ing. He came to save; and is able to save unto the ut- 
termost.* 

Sect. 9. Tbe lore of C'ti/.st is displayed by the free and 
gracious invitations in bis word. One or two of theso 
may serve as specimens of many. He came to seek and 
pave the lost. Let the proud Pharif<eo scorn tbe penitent 
publican, but Jesus calls publicans and sinners to himself. 
Let the self-conceited philosopher look with contempt 
upon tbe unlearned and the poor, who disregarded his 
cobweb speculations, but Jesus welcomes the poorest and 
most ignorant to the arms of mercy. Come, sa^th he, 
come unto me, all ye that kzhour and, are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.^ Ifim that cometh to me, I 
V)Ul ij% no wise cast out.* To thosa who feel the vast 

'Matt, xi* 28. «John vi. 87. 

* Instead of more n^mite fiiifereiiees, to the neriptural passa- 
ges which mentien the circumsti^nces enumerated in this sec- 
tion, the reader is referred to the accounts ot the sufferings of 
^^im ^QUt^ukO^ in tW tour Cr9spfAf( «»4 to is9l»^t<bt9< 53.. 
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weight of their eternal interests, and their own ruiqed 
state, how welcome are these promises, and such as 
these ! It is as much as if he had said, * Come unto me. 
Man may despise you, but I will receive you. Come, art 
ye who labour for salvation, and who are laden with sins 
and sorrows. Come, not one of you only, not a thous- 
and only, not a million only, but all. Come from evc^ 
ry nation; come in every age; come from every rank of 
life; come from every class of sinners. Come, ye who, 
feeling the burden most oppressive, are almost driven to 
despair. Come all; for ye cannot come in such multi- 
tudes that I cannot help you; ye cannot <ome so burden- 
ed that i cannot wlieve you; ye cannot come so wretch- 
ed that I will not save you. Come, then, and 1 will in 
no wise, on no account whatever cast you out.' 

Sect. 10, The love of Jesus does not stop here. If 
you, my young ft-iend, become truly his, it will attend 
you through *11 the seasons of life, in the hour of death, 
and into the eteriyit world. He is, to his friends, the 
guide of youth, and the support of age. Not changea- 
hie, like many earthly friends; not frail, like all. The 
same is his love to his disciples nOW, as it was to those 
who first obeyed his gospel; for he is the same yester-' 
day, to'day, and for euer.^ He is the shepherd of hit 
flock, and guards them with an over wa.tchful eye.^ He 
knows their wants, lie administers to tHeir comfort, be 
iiears their prayers, and feels dieir sorrows. Such is hie 
feeling for his frieiids, that they are represented as hie 
flesh and honest And when Paul persecuted them, he 
•aid, Why perseeutest thou ME ?^ He proportions their 
^triale to their strength, and says to cacli, my grace -is 
sufficient for thee,'' Nor does ho permit . those tiitils to 
befai the weak Christian, which the strong only could 
bear. Had I felt^ eaid one of his disciples,^ as strong 
assaultsagainst my faith while I was young, as I have 
done since, I am not sure it would bare escaped an o\'er- 
tbrow. He is the intercessor for his people in his Father's 
^presence, is still engaged in their con^ms,^ and is gone 
to prepare n^ansions for their reception ; and soon wiH 
oome to fetch his followers home :^ It you are his, 

3Hcb. xiii. 8. '•I John x. 11. BEphc^. v. CO. ^Acts ix. 4. 
' 2 Cor. xii.^. SHeb. iv., 14—16 ; 1 John i. 2. ''John xrr. 
2,fi * Richard Easter, ,,feedbyLr.OOgle 
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be will wipport you through life, and uphold you when 
the awful hour of death draws nigh. If you partake of 
his love, having loved you, he will love you to the end. 
Though friends and kindred^ the nearest and the dearest, 
die, the Christian has one friend, who is always near, and 
always gracious; and, when death itself i9 past, will find 
the Saviour's love greater than any heart conceived. 

Sect. 11. Can you measure the heights and depths^ 
the lengths and breadths, of all his love .' It is im- 
possible. Such love demands the return of gratitude 
and love. The aSTection and tenderness of parents or 
friends has made yon love them in return; but what 
parents, what friends, ever showed so much concern 
for your happiness, as the Son of God has done ? They 
have not left a throne in heaven, suffered persecutioa 
on earth, and died a painful death for you : Jesus only 
has done this. Their kindness bears no comparison to 
his ; and if theirs wins so much of your affection, does 
not his deserve far more ? Yet if you do not give your- 
self to him you will deny him ail his love claims from 
you; and would you do this ^ What dreadful stupWity 
they manifest who pass through the world without ever 
thinking why they came into it ! and what horrible in* 
gratitude in treating with neglect the stupendous love 
of the ^ying Saviour. Can ymi offer him toof mucli» 
who gave up ^o much for you ? Can you love him toa 
much, whose love led him to endure an aflflicted life and 
a/ tormenting death for you*? What an exchange, my 
youthful friend, has he made with wretched man ! He 
bore our sorrows that we might share his joyd. He 
suffered in the world where we dwell, that we might 
tejoTce in his abode ; he took our guilt, that we might 
partake of his righteousness ; groaned, that we might 
smile; wept, that we might exult; was covered witb 
thorns, that we might be crowned with glory; endured 
the bitterest agony, that we might escape eternal tor-, 
ments; died,- that we might live; and came from hea- 
ven, that we might go and dwell for ever there." O 
then, remember, that when he .was agonizing jn the 
garden,' crowned >^ath thorns, torn with sTJourgeij, nailed 
to the cross, and writhing in misery there, that all this 
vas on your account, and not his own. Can you re- , 
vio V his sufferings, and yet refuse to vield vour all to 
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Jlim ? Does love to parents, affection to sisters^ or 
iirothers, dwell in your heart, and is there no room 
there for love to a far better friend, than a thousand 
earthly relatives united ? Can you think of the Re- 
deemer's goodness, and yet treat him with neglect? 
Would any one else do for you, what the Lord has done? 
Would the gay worlds 4hat perhaps tempt you to slight 
him, bear such sufferings for you ? It is related of Col- 
onel Gardiner, that at the time of his wonderful con- 
version, he apprehended that there was before him, a 
visible representation of our Lord Jesus Christ, on the 
cross; and he was impressed, as if a voice had como to 
him, to this effect, * O sinner did I su^r this for thee, 
and are these thy returns !.' If you, my young- friend, 
have hitherto neglected Religion and the Son of God, 
could he appeur, might he n^ot justly say the same to 
you ? Is thi» your return for all that Jove of his which 
these pages faintly display to youl By ingratitude 
and neglect will you requite his dying love. Supposo 
he were to appear before you, and with compassion in 
his eyes, and love in his heart, were to look on you, 
and say, * Young sinner, behold these hands, these 
bands endiu*ed the nails for you ; will you by preferring 
sin to me, open these wounds again? Will you undo 
what I died to perform ? Behold this side, this side was 
pierced for you; will you pierce it deeper still by ypur 
iteglect 1 Behold this head, this head was torn by the 
thorny crown for you; will you add fresh pangs to what 
I then endured, by forgetting him who never forgot 
you P I>id I bear scoffs, the scourge, the cross, slow 
torture, inward and outward agony, and lingering death 
for you, and are sin and neglect your returns !' O whaf 
answer could you give to questions like these; siurely 
tears would start from your eyes, remorse tear your 
heart, and confusion cover your face. And do you 
think the blessed Jesus endured the less, or loved the 
less, because he is not here, to tell you the greatness 
of his su^rings and his love ! It eannot be; and will 
you then submit to him ? or will you still harden your 
heart, in ingratitude and neglect ? Perhaps if you were > 
to declare whiit has been your past treatment of the 
Gospel and Religion, an honest confession 'vouM be, ^I 
never thougtit otk^thejfu^ject.' Alas, .what a confes- 
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^n..wheA vasi et^i^nity is at band ! But 0» again I x 
i^h j{ou, Caa yog^, 'WiU you, thus rec^tiite the Sirviouio^ 
|he Toat ? Cau you lo(^ on him afSicted, tormented, 
8U6pe^dQd heXw^&n hi^v^a and eiirth9 defiled with hkM)d» 
Wid sinking beneath an i^tpUrahle load of sorrow (i can 
y.ou look back to. Calvary^, and contintte to treat him 
thus 1 i- know the wprld tonmts you to do so ; but wiU 
you let thp world prevail ? i)id he leave heaven and 
the. brightest throne of glory to encounter audi horrors- 
(or. you» and will yon not give up what the v&i^ world 
ean o£fer for hin6 1 het it do its best : were its riches* 
pleasures, honouvs, yours, are thejae. things better than 
ijXG heaven to which Jesus fain would lead you ? He 
came to save the lost; will you refuse to let him save 
you ? Tlie graves opened, and the rocks rent, at his 
crucifixion : shall gravea open sooner than your heart, 
and even rocks be softer 1 Were you to see a beloved 
friend ascend a scafibld on your account, then see his 
lifeleNM body bleeding, the eyes, ' that loved to look on 
you,* closed in death, and all this for you, and in your 
place, you could not be unaJTected. Again, I remind 
youi that for you yout- injured Lord bled; and |>led not 
by a sudden, but a lingering death; andean you remain 
unaffected because you see not the mournful spectacle^ 
when you kno.w thati it once was seen, till Heaven in- 
dignant Heaven, turned the day to darkness, and hid. 
the bleeding Saviour ? Unless you turn to him, as far 
as you are concerned, all this will be in vain. As to 
you,* it will be in vain that he came from heaven, and 
became the poor man of sorrows. As to you, it wiH be 
in vain that his hands, his feet, his side,; were pierced, 
and that he beeame the sufierer of the cross, the victim 
of death. O let him not have to say to you, * Vou will 
not eome to me that you mighf have life P* Flee to 
Ikim for salvation ! O give him your youth ! Trust him 
with your soul. Make him your all in all; and in him 
be blessed for time dnd eternity. But if you refuse to 
dio this, if you continue, to. slight kis love, and to deny 
him- all that such goodness claims, then, young sinner, 
expect hereafter no gentle flames, no tolerable damna- 
tion; for know that the deepest apd most wretched hell 
will not be mor» wre/>chcd tliaa such iniqtiity will de- 
serve. Your, sin will be nothing Idss than prefenin^ 
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Satan, wKo tricS every metliod in his ,powcr for j'otil' 
destrtiction, to Ihat blessed fiierrd trbo bore such sor- 
Tows for you. You will be covered with a load of in^ 
latitude, blacker in one resjfect, than that which siink 
the devil and his'an^ls to the lake of fire; they sinneA 
against a gracious God, but, if you continue to slight 
the Gospel, you will sin against a gracious God, and a 
-suffering Saviour too. Even devils themselves may theA 
rise up in the judgment to condemn you, and to declare 
those who could be insehsrble to such goodness, and in- 
diilbrent to such»a friend^ in this respeet at least, more 
horribly wicked than themselves. 

Sect. 12. Prayer, for those youthful Readers, who 
feeling the gredttie^s vf divine love, desire to be the 
Lord'^. 

Compassionate Lord, what riiiraclcs 6f love hast thoti 
displayed ! Howbeautifol are thy works, the sun, the 
moon, the starry sky ! how great, there, are the won- 
ders <>f thy power ; but O, in the Gospel, how much 
greater are the wonders of thy lore J How numerous 
are those mercies, which hourly come frohi thee, but, 

how much the gift of thy Son surpasses them all ! 
Amazing \o\e ! that thou shouldst give such a gift to 
such a world. let this love fill all my heart, and engage 

•all I ato and have to thee. O let ihe view it as mani- 
fested to me a sinner. With wohder and gratitude, majr 

1 look on Jesus, as given by thee, to snatch even me 
from 4>erdition; apd may I be sweetly constrained to 
yield up myself, body, soul, and spurit unto thee. O 
my God, poor are my praises, cold is my gratitude. I 
owe thee more for the gift of Jesus, than millions of 
tongues could utter, or millions of years declare. I 
would lie abased before thee, for having offered thee so - 
little. Oh my injured God ! my forgotten Savipur ! my 
neglected soul ! Had I ten thousand hearts thy love 
demands them all; yet much of my life has passed, and 
angels and men have seen me denying thee this one, 
poor unworthy heart. Great God, could I feel Ihe evil 
of sneh sin aright, this heart would burst with sorrow, 
and these eyes would weep, till death stopped the flow- 
ing tears; but imperfect in every thing, I ^m imperfect 
in my penitence. Yet let me feel so much as shall lead 
mo to abhor myself, for past ingratitude, and, cold as 
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is my heart, so far at least may it glow with love, as 
fihall lead me to lie cheerfully at thy feet, seeking all 
my good in thee. Farewell earth ! farewell all the al- 
lurements of a dying world ! my God demands my heart; 
my God shall have it. And, O thou blessed Lord, form 
me according to thy will, and make me, in some good 
measure, holy, harmless, humble, unde^ed, and separ- 
ate from sinners. Guide me by thy counsel, and after* 
wards receive me to glory. 

And, O thou compassionate Saviour, what praises, 
what gratitude I owe to thee ! Why ^lidst thou stoop, 
" beneath the grave, to save a sinking world !*' Why 
pass by sinful angels to visit sinful men ! Why raise man 
to ths heaven, he never enjoyed, and not restore them 
to the heaven they lost ! Why sink so low, to raise us 
so high ! Why suflfer for such a worm as I ! Even so. 
Lord, /or so it seemed good in thy sight. Blessed Je- 
sus thy divine goodness undertook, thy power performed 
t;hi3 miracle of miracles; this more than wonder. No 
merits didst thou see in man. None wilt thou ever see. 
Never can we repay the debt of gratitude. Never love 
thee half enough. O gracious Saviour, divine Sacrificed 
thou didst Bleed; didst bleed for me; didst come to wash 
away my stains; to seek and save me who was lost. Let 
me live to thee; and in my life adorn thy gospel, and glo- 
rify thy name. Let me die to thee; die with an assur- 
ance that I am thine; die, saying in my last hour. Belov- 
ed Saviour, through thy merits and thy death, a poor 
polluted worm, deserving hell, ascends to heaven. Amen. 
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CBA.P1«ESI XX. 

Xfarly piety peculiarly acceptable to God, and peeuh- 
iarly honoured by him. 

8xCT. 1. Truo Religion of infioite moment long beyond the 
period when worldly concorns will be insignificance itself.... 
s. 2, Piety in any pleasing to God, but cariy piety peculiarly 
acceptable... .8. 3. Early religion honourably tlistiuguished 
by (jrod....s. 4. Acceptable to the Lord, aa it displays the 
truest love... .8. 5. Because it shews the truest gratitude.... 
B. G. From its being comparatively rarc....s. 7. from its hav- 
ing to surmoant many discouragements.... s. 8. Prayer. 

Sect. 1. The affection ofearthly relatives and friends, 
you doubtless esteem of much importance to your hap- 
piness f but allow me to remind you, that there is one 
inlinitely greater friend, whose approbation is of more 
consequence, than that of all earthly friends united. 
Allow me to remind you that the King of Kings deigns 
to regard early piety as peculiarly acceptable to him- 
self; and this is a weighty reason for its choice. If, 
then, you would be happy, here, and happy for ever; 
useful on earth, andgloriHed in heaven; 1 beseech you 
to make this blessing yours. I beseech you to remem- 
ber, that the esteem and love of mortal friends, if ob- 
tained in youth, and enjoyed through following years, 
and if ever so important, for all the term of life, will 
sink into insignificance itself, when death shall dirlodge 
your soul from its feeble habitation, and eternity .re- 
ceive you to its endless abodes. But to possess that 
early acquaintance with Christ, that early piety whiclf 
is peculiarly pleasing to God, will most nearly concern 
you, long after you have done with the world; long 
after not one trace of you or yours remains on earth; 
long after the shroud, that dress of the grave and the 
coffin, that dwelling of the dead, are mixed and lost in. 
t\ie dust that covers them; long after the graves hay* 
given up their dead, and the 4[jMdge fixed their eternal 
doom. Tell me my yomig frien^, of that worldly tcn-r 
cern, which will he of any iH»pdrtAUce to you, when J he 
year 2000 comes. Alas! you cannot. The Mor!d then, 
as now, may be gay and thoughtless; but to you, lon^, 
long, long ere tlftit period comes, there will not remain 
H 
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one bitter dreg of any worldly sorrow, or one pleasing 
memorial of any worldly joy. The sun will shine aa 
brightly then for others, the earth be as gaily dressed 
for them, as now for you; but long ere that time ar* 
rives, those who are in vigorous youth, or decrepid age, 
will be mixed in the same dust. The clods of the val- 
ley, almost for ages, will have covered both, alike for- 
getful of a busy or a pleasurable world. The grass of 
the field, for years and years, will have flourished and 
faded about the spot where you and I shall lie. O vain 
and passing world ! how wretchedly are that youth, 
and health, and strength, misemployed, which are em^ 
ployed for thee ! Seek, my young friend, a better p<Mr- 
tion than such a world can give. Pursue his favour, 
whose favour will be found better than Hfe, when the 
world itself has passed away like a shadow, that van- 
ishes when the sun goes down. 

Sect. 2. Religion, in any situation, or in persons of 
any age, is acceptable in the sight of the Most High, 
and is deemed true wisdom by him. In a passage al- 
ready referred to, it is said. The fear of the Lord, is 
the beginning of 'medom, a good understtmding have 
all they that da his. commandmeTUa^.^ A person may 
be poor, ignorant, unknown, mean, and of small capac- 
ity* yet if guided by the counsel of God, this poor un- 
lettered man shall be esteemed, by his Maker,, as wise 
and of good understanding ; another may be great and 
noble, skilful in all knowledge, abreto discourse in hair 
a score of languages, and the world may be astonished 
at his talents; yet, because he knows not true piety > . 
God would pronounce him a fool, a man of no under- . 
standing. So precious \& true piety m the sight of the- 
Lord. 

But while piety, in any situ^ion or age,, is pleasing^ 
to the Most High, yet learn from the divinei word, that 
youthful piety has peculiar charms. No sight upon^ earth 
J8 more lovely, than to see ytnmg persons, in the very 
t^oom of life, devoting themselves to the Saviour, wha 
, died for them, and ornamenting his religion by giving 
it their best years. Religion tnay be "regarded by the 
aged convert from sin and folly, but it must be honour- 

1 Psalm cxi. 10 
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«3 by the young, or by those who were religious in th* 
prime of their days. Eariy piety is peculiarly pleasing 
to the blessed Jesus. One of the last commands ho 
gave to Peter, was, ** Feed my /am6»." The apostle 
John was his young disciple, but he was the disciple 
whom Jesus loved. The case of the young Ruler also, 
in this view, deserves attention. Excepting the apos- 
tles, he is the only young person expressly mentioned 
in the New Testament as going to our Lord to inquire 
the way to heaven. He was a stranger to the Lord, 
and yet, excepting the immediate disciples of Christ, 
more is said of him than of whole multitudes besides;* 
for of him it is said, that Jesus loved hwu And though 
the Lord, notwithstanding all he saw so pleasing in 
him, afterwards spoke of turn as a perishing sinner, yet, 
even his Vi'ant of real piety, may shew you how that 
blessing is valued by the Lord Jesus, when possessed by 
the young. If, though not truly a child of God, the 
Lord was so much taken with him, how much more 
would he have won on Christ's aliection, if, to every 
other recommendation, had been added, true piety, 



-« That last and best. 



Which more than doubles all the rest. 

A parent may be pleased with another's child, but is 
more pleased with his own; and the Lord, who behold- 
ing that yoiuig man loved him, Mould doubtless have 
loved him more if he had been his own disciple. Ah \ 
had be listened to the call of Jesus, how high a place 
might we have found him possessing in his Redeemer's 
heart ! Perhaps he might have held the very first , for 
not even of the apostles themselves is so much said of 
the Lord's loving them, before they became his disci- 
ples, as is said of his love to this young man. 

Sect. 3. The marked and honourable distinction 
which God has placed on early piety, strikingly shows 
how peculiarly acceptable it is to him. He has made 
ftiw, except those converted in early life, instrunjcnts 
of advancing, to any considerable degree, his glory upon 
earth. Late converts have generally crept, as it werc^ 
pingly into heaven, while many converted young, have 
been employed by God to lead their friends, their ohil- 
4jren, or many others of their fellow creatures, to the 
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Abodes of bliss. As by early piety th4 young peculiarly 
honour God, so be condescends, in return, peculiarly 
to honour them. Run over the list of names which 
God has so nonourably distinguished in his word, and 
observe they were converted while young. Abel, the, 
first of martyrs, sought God in his youth. Enoch, cel- 
ebrated for ao glorious a translation to heaven, was re- 
moved thither wh^n (considering the length of life at 
Ihat period) a yoong man. Noah, the father 'of a sec- 
6nd world, when ybung, served the God of heavem 
Abraham, pronounced the father of the faithi}]!, and 
the friend of God, while young set out for the heavenly 
country. Moses, who was faithful in all the Lord's 
houte, in his youth refused to he called the son of Pha^ 
raoh*8 dnn^hter^ and counted the reproach of Christ, 
* greater riches than the treasures of Egypt. Joshua, 
who made the noble resolution, *• as for me and my 
hmise, we will serve the Lordj*^ had, it seems, mad6 
the same long, long before. Samuel, that much honour- 
ed prophet, when yet a child, said to the Lord, Speak^ 
Lord for thy servant heareth. Job, distinguished for 
his patience and his piety, was pious in his early life. 
Elijah, who stemmed the torrent of a nation's crimes, 
and who was conveyed in a fiery chariot to glory, was 
most probably the servant of God in his youth. Elisha, 
on whom his spirit rested, seems to have given himself 
to God betime*. Isaiah, the sweetest herald of the 
Saviour's approach, while young became the prophet 
of the Lord; so, too, did E/ekiel and Jeremiah. Dan- 
iel, who vnlked with God even in Babylon itself; Dan- 
iel, who found his God his protector even in the lion's 
den, had sousfbt his God in his early day?. Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego,. whom God so honoia-ed, that 
thny passed unhurt through the burning fiery furnace, 
ivere all pious in their youth. Passing by others, we 
come down to the Redeemer's days. Then John 
the Baptist, the great forerunner of the Lord, in 
eirly life began to deliver the message of his GoJ. 
The apostles of the Lord and Saviour, there is n\uch 
.reason to bol'eve, were converted young. Thus was 
Peter; thus was James. Paul, once a persecutor, then 
an apostle and a martyr, was a yoi ng man when 
brought to the knowledge of the Son of God. So, too 
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was John, the beloved disciple; so, too, most probably, 
all that illustrious company. TimotJiy and Titiis were 
young but faithful followers of the Lord; and, as if to 
shew that in youth God should be glorified, tbe Son of 
God himself came into the, world, accomplished his. 
great errand in it, and returned to his Father's bosom, 
when he had spent a little more than three and thirty 
years upon its surface. If we turn to some female 
characters which the Scriptures commend to our res- 
pect and imitation, still will the same observation hold. 
Mary, whom, as the mother of thq Lord, all genera- 
tions shall call blessed, had doubtless given her youth 
• to God. Mary, who sat at Jesus* feet, and heard hi9 
word, who possessed that good part which none could 
' take from her, appears to have early chosen that one 
thing needful.* If we come to later times, still Go^f 
8ee^s» almost in variably to have acted by the same rule, 

* In proof of the youth of some of these persons, observe; 
Abel wds dead before the birth of Seth, which took place when 
Adam wasr^ut 130 years old. Noah is spoken of as a just man, 
#ho walked with God before the birth of any of his children, 
and Shem was born 450 years before his death. Abraham, 
when at'God's command he lefl Haran, was75 years old, which 
bears the same proportion to his age as 80 would bear to the 
age of man in the present day. See, respecting Moses, Heb. 
xi. 24. Joshua, see Exod. xxiy. 13; xxxiii. 11, &c. ht, Sam- 
uel, see 1 Sam. chap. iii. Job, see Job i. 1; xliii. 16. Of Eli- 
jah's age but little is said. Elisha seems to have been a young 
man, 1 Kings xix. 20. Isaiah, the least possible term for the 
duration of his prophetical office, is 48 years, (see Lowth's 
Isaiah, Note 1,) and life being then about the present length, 
he appears to have entered, while young, on that office. Jere- 
miah exercised his prophetical functions at least 42 years, and 
seems to have been called very youn^ to it. See Blaney's Jer- 
emiah, Note 1, and Jer. i. 6. Exckiol, see preface to New- 
come's Ezekiel. Daniel, Shadrach. &c. see Daniel, chap. i. 
James; Peter, &c. see Doddridge's Remarks on the time when 
their Epistles were written: from their age at that time, it is 
easily inferred that they were young when called by Christ. 
Paul, see Acts vii. 58. Mary the mother of Christ, see Luke's 
Gospel, chap. ii. Mary of Bethany, from the circumstances 
recorded r^spectioig her, and from what ancient history says of 
her brother Lazarus, seems most probably to have been a young 
woman. Dgtzed by LjOOgle 
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^^d seldom to hare conferred distinguished honour, vx* 
cept on early piety. Baxter and Owen, Doddndge and 
Watts, Wesley and Whitfield, Herrey and Buchanan, 
and hundreds more, that were, in their day, employed 
to lead thousands to -heaven, viere all converted young. 
Almost, if not quite, every missionary now publishing 
the gospel in heathen lands, sought God in the days of 
youth. Carey and Ward, Morrison and Marshman, 
Brainerd and Elliott, 'Schwartz and Martyn, in youtk 
were brought into the ways of peace. Thus also have 
the most eminently distitiguished women, Lady Jane 
Grey, and Queen Mary the Second, the Counters of 
Huntingdon, who, from a comparatively small fortune, 
is said to have employed nearly a hundred thousand 
pounds on religious objects; the Countess of Sufiblk, 
whose piety has often been displayed for the imitation 
9f others; and many more. The lovely Harriet New- 
ell, and others,' who, like her, have trod the missiona- 
ry path, have all displayed the charms, and obtained 
the honoQrs of early, piety. When God, my young 
friend, has thus distinguished youthful reJigion, while 
he has set suchlionour upon it, would you neglect it? 
Would you delay to seek it? Rather, rather, I beseech 
you, yield yourself a living sacrifice to him, who say&u 
^* They that seek me early ^ shall find me.'* 

<* While Jesus speaks, his voice regard. 

And seize the tender hour; 
Humbly implore the prorai»*d gracoy 

And God will give the power." 

Sect. 4. We may easily discern various reasons why 
the blessed Saviour should have a peculiar fondness for 
his young disciples, and why the Most High should take 
early religion as a mark of regard to himself, that he 
will distinguish witK particular approbation at another 
day; — that day when all the dear delusions and gay 
vanities of this world will appear wretched vanities in- 
deed. One of the9e is the decided affection to the Lord 
which early piety displays. You suppose they love you 
most, who are ready to do the most for you; and, de- 
pend upon it, the blessed Jesus judges by a similar rule. 
Those who are most willing to honour him, and give 
. him most, shew mpfit afTccticm. Now ^arly piety is th« 
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best pradf of this kind whieh yeu can ofier. If, in Ood^ 
etren<^th, you resolve that the Lord shall have those 
blooming years which othex^s spend in sin and folly, this 
will manifest the most decided preference for him. " I 
love my Saviour much," may be said by one converted 
in old age; but, " I have humbly proved I leve him 
mueh," is a declaration that must be left to those con« 
verted in youth. They do not give their Lord merely 
the evening of a day, whose b^ hours have been de- 
voted to folly and sin, but present him a better offering 
than it would eve« otherwise be in th^ power to make. 
A^ the blooming spring is the loveliest season of the 
year, so is youth of mortal life. It is the season in 
which those graces should be implanted in yoOr heart, 
which may bring forth fruit to the glory of God. It is 
the season for activity and vigour; the time in which 
you might do much for God. While your mind is not 
»o distracted with cares, nor your body worn with in^ 
fimnties, aor your afiections chilled with age ; but m'hile 
health, and strength, and cheerfulness, and all the vig^ 
our of liie,. are yours, is the. season in which to make 
ihe best ofibring to your God. God, when he ordained 
iMtcrifices of oW, ordered that none which were defec- 
tive or blemished should be presented to himself.^ Tht 
creatures oiiered, were to be the most p^fect and vig*- 
orous of their kind ; and he reproved those who brought 
inferior ones.' So, my young friend, before your soul 
is loadod with the black crimes of many ungrateful and 
wicked years, before your powers are enfeebled with 
tbe infirmities of old age, devote yourself a living mlc-^ 
Hfice to God. God, it is said, loveth a cheerful gvoer.^ 
If this is true where gifts of much inferior value are con-* 
cemed, depend upon it that it is so in the present case. 
The Lord loves the cheerful ofiering which the young 
make of themselves to him, in tlie bloom and vigour of 
their days, better than the oHcring of a few^ad dregs 
of life, which is wrong, as it were, from the aged and 
infirm. He that amveth sparingly shcUl reap (xlto spar* 
ingly, 'and he that soweth bountifully shall reap aha 
io%mtifully.* They that yield the nu>at to God, shall, 

'Lev. iii. 1, e, &c. «Mal. i. «, &c. » 2 Cor. U. 7. 
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throngh his abounding grace, reap the most bountiful 
harvest of glory and joy. But, who sow so bountifully 
as they who forsake the world while young, and then 
offer to God all they have and are ? The affection of 
the young is also commonly the nijost fervent ; it glows 
with a stronger flame than that of age; and the young 
folJowers of the Lord resign their hearts to the impres- 
sions of his love when most capable of loving him in 
return. .They love him soonest, and are we. to wonder 
if he loves them best ? Some, like Manasseh, after 
long years of rebellion, are driven at last, by a heavy 
rod of penitence, and they are welcome; but where is 
the late penitence of Manasseh celebrated as equally 
iacceptable to God with the early piety of Abijah, Josi- 
ah, Timothy, or John ? It was Abijah that God took in 
mercy to himself, because in him only was found some . 
f!;ood towards the Lord God of Israel^ in the house of 
Jeroboam. It was Josiah that did right in the sight of 
the Lord J and God heard his prayers, and promised that 
he should not see the evils which were about to over- 
whelm his wicked country. It was Timothy over whom 
Paul rejoiced as his beloved son in the faith, and John 
that leaned on the bosom of Jesus. He loves all who 
humbly love him; but those best who, beginning soonest, 
love- him most. Ifyou would be truly pious, apply to 
God for grace to be so betimes. If you would have 
your piety peculiarly pleasing to the Lord, let it be the 
piety, the kindness of your youth. Would you thank 
any one to ofler you a purse without the money ? or tt 
shell without the kernel ? or a stalk, when the flower 
wa? withered ? or dross, when the gold was gone ? 
and would you offer to the Lord the poor remains of a 
life spent in the service of Satan ? and after you have 
wasted your youth, your health, your strength, your 
prime, would you give to Christ the leavings of the 
devil ? O act not so base a part; but, ifyou would be 
i>ious, be so in these vour early days ! Then will they 
be your best days. Every year that departs will bring 
on a happier,* and the last will be the nappiest of all; 
because the last will land you in that world where there 
is nothing but happiness. 

Sect. 5. Early piety is also peculiarly acceptable, as 
it not merely shews the truest love tq,,^{m§|>^^en>*'^- 
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I ifestfl the truest gratitude for the !ov« to God, which, 

I you have been reminded, is boundless and unspeakable. 

I His love calls for thankfulness more fervent than any 

hnagination can conceive or tongue express; but by de- 
votiiig your youth to him, you may give the best ex- 

I pression of gratitude in your power. You may say, 

'* Great God, I owe thee more than it is in my power to 
conceive, much less to declare. I have no way of testi- 
fying gratitude equal to my obligations; but help me to 
shew all the thankfulness I can. The warmest will be 
cold — the most will be little; but, such as I am, take 
me; and by the offering of my youth may I shew that 
I am thankful, though I can never be thankflU enough." ^ 
It has been said, that in the war which divided the- Uni- 
ted States of America from England, a British commis- 
sioner offered a great bribe to a Mr. Reid, employed by 
the American government, and that he answered, ** I 
am not worth purchasing; but, such as I am, the king 
of Great Britain is- not rich enough to do it.*' Such a 
declaration would raise the esteem of a nation for the 
roan by whom it was uttered. So, my young friend, be 
assured it will be an acceptable token of your gratitude 
to God, if you treat the world as he treated the British 
commissioner. Say to it, *' Begone, vain world ! I am 
a poor insigniBcant creature; but, such as I am, thou 
art not rich enough to buy me from my God. I owe 
him such a debt as I shiU never, through eternity, dis- 
charge ;' but what little I can offer him, that little, with 
his help, I will." . 

While, by early piety, you would express the utmost 
gratitude in your power, you would also avoid adding 
to that load of inorratitude which a continuance in sin 
would occasion. You would grieve the Holy Spirit less. 
Alas ! you have grieved him too much already. You 
would resist fevver of his calls. Alas ! you have resist- 
ed too many already. Supposing — which most likely 
would not be the case — but even supposing that God 
should spare you, and his Spirit lead you to repentance 
twenty years hence, yet must it not be more pleasing to 
the blessed God to see you now humbled as a penitent, 
at the. Saviour's feet, than to see you there, after resist- 
ing his Spirit, and adding ingratitude to ingratitude, 
ihroagh twenty more rebellious years of. sin ? then,, 
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xi'kile fdu ba^ tlt« paver of eiitmmg Mine bnin^to 
tli^skfttUiefif tm G«d; while yMi may aToul a load of 
has* mfrati(»d6; whilo yon have resisted (ever ealhr 
aii4 grieved tlie Hvly Spirit loss than yoa would otber-r^ 
wise da; while this is the case,h6 truly wi8e,ABdvuke 
Qed. your friend! 

6ect. 6. Another cirouraetaiice tliat may be mentien-' 
od as Fondering early piety peeuliarly acee^able, is itsr 
rareness; for 4;h9Ufh Most that come to Christ, come to 
him IB youth, yet email ie their luimber, cM>mpared with 
the nitltkiKleB that are strangers to the ^ace of Ood. 
Among the great, how many faraihes are there in which 
not one triie christian is to be fouad I among the poor, 
tiie ease is the sam^. Look at the factories and mills, 
where twenty, thirty> forty, or even himdreds, are em- 
ployed; and, among scores, .perhaps, hut one or two 
will be found that sincerely love and follow Christ. 
True religion was never in fasliion upon earth. In youth, 
even w'hcn frco from what the world calls vice, there b 
often little to be fonnd hesiden pride, vanity, and foUy. 
>f ost yonag people may be said rather to flntter tbrongfa 
the worid> than to be serious about (heir great bosiness 
in it. The fair morning of life, which a few, happily, im- 
prove, for the g^ory of God and tlieir own«temai wejfare, 
most spend as if religion wore no concern of tkehrs; as 
if they had no soul to save, no death to fear, no heaven 
to seek, no hell to oscape. Many of the young foiiow- 
ers of Christ have done their business for etenity before 
others, their equals in age, had begun theirs for time; 
and have been ripe for an ef emal weight of glory before 
others had begun to think of everlasting things. Thiza 
the rareness cS early religion may well make it pecuW 
iarly pleasing in the sight of the glossed Jesus. He 
sees tho greater part of the young utterly cmreless of 
bis dying love, or eren trotting religion aa a thing un- 
fruitablc to youthful ^yety*, but here and there he be- 
holds a few that are ofi^ring him their best years, and 
he beholds them with pleasure, and wiH remember the 
kindi^ss of their youth. He who wiM remember even 
a cup •f cold water gvten to m disciple ^ out of love to 
himself, wilf never forget the humble resolntions of that 
young disciplp, who says to him, <* Blessed Redeemer, 
I would be more t^iy friend^ booause tbo9 iitst iso fow 
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tlmt are tfay fcidncls M all. Few offer thee any of their 
time, so I would offer thee all the rest of mine. Few^ 
shew any gratitude for thy living kindness or thy dying 
love; but, thou compassionate Saviour! take my 
youngest and best years, that thou mayest have all my 
life, since thou hast none of theirs." 

Sect. 7. Early Religion has frequently to surmount 
many discouragements; nor will this render it less ac- 
ceptable to him who trios, in various ways, the faith of 
his disciples. It is pleasing to him to see his young 
followers overcoming the world, and pressing onward 
to heaven in spite of all that is done to hinder them. 
Young persons are most apt to be taken with the follies 
and vanities of the world. Its theatres, novels, roman- 
ces, and other time-wasting and sinful pleasures, have 
frequently more charms for them than for those of riper 
years, and by them its laugh is often more dreaded* 
This those who will be seriously religious must not al- 
ways expect to escape. Ridicule is one of Satan*s grand 
iireapons. When his servants cannot persuade others 
out of religion, they try to laugh them out of it; so that 
Vfe need not be surprised if vve hear true religion ridi-^ 
culed as fanaticism^ enthusiasm, unnOcessary prccise- 
ness, or canting hypocrisy. But to take up a despised 
<cause — ^in the face ^f an irreligious world to choose re*> 
))gioi>— to scorn alike the laugh or frown of men — and, 
in defiance of all discouragements from earth or hell, to 
give your youth to God, and glory in the cross of Christ 
— this is pleasing in the sight of the Lord. Far would 
I be from insinuating that this is meritorious in his view. 
^o: if you dO this, and ten, thousand times more, you 
will still be an unprofitable servant; still, as one of 
the chief of sinners, must be saved by grace; yet, not- 
withstanding this, such conduct is pleasing to him, who 
does approve, and will reward the humble piety of his 
young diisciples. 

Sect. 8. The Young Reader^a Prayer, imploring 
grace to copy those examples of early piety which have 
been enumerated in this chapter. 

Blessed Lord, how many are those enga<nog motives 
"which urge me to yield my all to thee ! With pleasure' 
let me I'eview those which have now been presented to 
me; and not merely may the review afford ^^Pj^^^^* 



IhJt from It rttvyt |faih«r immortal fy«it€ftt. Is it radoad 
true, mj God, that I h*ve noto the opportunity of 
making a AAore acceptable of!briBf of myself to theo 
than I ever hereafter thall be able to make? Is it in-. 
deed itrde that in thy sighf , 4nd that of the blessed Je^* 
tuSi early piety has tnch pecnliar eharms 1 Let me not 
doubt this, even for • single moment; but rather let me 
bteBs thee ibr condetoendin^ so low as to regard any 
thing in sinfol man as pleasmg to thyself. Aaw then^ 
O Lord, make me ft monument to tho honour of thy* 
grace. JVbu^ wash me in the blood of thy dear Son. 
JVbt0 adorn my soul with his spotless righteossness, and 
fotm me to his lovely likeness. Let Jesos, beholding 
me, love me. Let him see in me the travail of his eoul, 
and behold in md another yonng eonvert to his Gospel. 
In these my early days, like Mary, may I sit atkU feet 
and heat kis wotd; and may a donble p6rtionof that 
Spirit which dwelt in thy children of oM, descend on 
me ! Like Abel, may I offer, in sacrifice to thee, what* 
«rer I possess most dear and precious. Like Enoch, 
may I vmlk with Ood. Like Abraham, tnay I sojeunt 
on oarth a$ in a strange country; looking fcr a cHy 
which hathfottnddHens laid by thy Almigluy hand. O 
may I poseees the precious faith which he possessed, 
and follow thee, though 1 should nOt know whither I 
am going ! Like Moses, may I choose rather to suffet 
nffhttion with the pe&ple ef God, than le et^oy the 
fleasures of sin for a season. May I esteem the re<« 
preach of Christ ray greatest honour; and may I endure, 
as seeing thee, who art invisible. Like Joshua, may I 
serve the Lord ; and, with Samuel, say, Sfeah, Lord^ 
for thy servant heareth, O may I imitate tho faith and 
piety of an that goodly company who sought thee in 
their youth, who W<d thee in their prime, and wher 
are henowe^ by thee in the realms of endless day! IF 
but few love thee in sincerity, let me be one of that 
happy fftw who make God their all. Should 1 find that 
to me an early oh^'ce of religion woidd be the sOiurce of 
many difficulties; should it even expose me to the con^ 
' tempt and aversion of my friends, whose esteem and 
love I new enjoy, yet, O my God, let not this m#ve me; 
^ut may I gladly boar my cross for him who bore a heav- 
%!• cross for mo! May I cheerfully ^o to him withoot 
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(he camp, bearing his reproach, and esteeming notliinf 
dear, compared with thy love; nothing valuable, com- 
pared with an interest in Jcsns. Grant this, O bkssed 
Xord, for my Redeemer's sake. Amen. 



CBAPTSB X. 

TThc advantaget of etxrly Rtligion* 

>Bect. 1. The Reader remindod that earthly treasures arc net 
real wealth, but that early religion leads to lasting treasure*. 
..««. 2. Early Piety advantageous, because it is comparative- 
ly easy....s. 3. Honourable.... s. 4. Profitable. ...s. 5. The sub- 
ject pursued, in a few poetical extracts, descriptive of the 
•christian's blessedness. ...s. 6. In a brief Scriptural view of 
the christian's privileges and blessings.... s. 7. Appeal to the 
young Reader on the worth of these blessings.... s. 8. The 
profitableness of Piety further displayed, by considering more 
ftilly the love of Christ to his friends;. ..and,s. 9. That of the. 
mcrnal Father to his children.. ..s. 10. Early Piety shown to 
be advantageous, as by it the evil of an unprofitable life is 
avoided.. ,.s. 11. Th^hristian a profitable charaqter to oth- 
ers and himself... .8. 12. Ekrly Piety truly advantageous, be- 
cause all events are blessings to its possessors.... s. 13. Be- 
cause nothing can eomc amiss to them....s. 14. Because their 
blessings shall never be tdKenaway.«..s. 15. A meditation^ 
ending with prayer. 

8bct. 1. Among those things which "have most in- 
'^nence on the mind of men, are profit and pleasure. 
While recommending early religion to yon, thinly not 
thbt 1 wish to render you poor or unhappy. Far from 
H: I rather wish you to be truly rich and truly happy; 
not merely for the little span in which earthly pleasures 
or riches are enjoyed; not merely 4br a period so short 
as ten thousand thousand ages, but for ever and over. 
Where is that treasure to be found that will enrich you for 
eternity ? Not amidst the wealth of this world: * Man 
knoweth not the price thereof; neither is it fovnd in 
the' land of the litnng. The depth saithf It is not in 
me; 9.ndthe sea saith, his not with me. It cannot ht 
gotten for gold, neither shall Hher he weighed for the 
y/i ce th ercof it cannot bfi valued to ith gold of Ophir^ 
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fjDith the precious onyx, or the sapphire. 7%e gold and 
crystal cannot equal.it; and the exchange of it shall 
not be for jewels of fine gold.'^ Where are they that, 
but a few years back, possessed pleasures and honours, 
parks and palaces, crowns and kingdoms f AU vanish- 
ed from the world. 

** And now, ye lying vanities of life. 

Ye ever tempting, ever cheating train. 
What are ye now, and what is your amount!" 

While intreating you to pursue more solid good, I 
i;v;ould recount to you some of the advantages of relig> 
ion in youth. Omitting early considerations, we may 
notice these: early piety is easy, honourable, profitable, 
and pleasant piety; and piety that God will remember 
and honour when, of all delights of earthly wisdom, 
wealth or pleasure, nothin^r but a name remains. On 
these subjects I propose addressing you in this, and the 
two following chapters. 

Sect. 2. Early piety is comparatively easy. The total 
corruption of man's heart is such, that, at every period 
of life, there are difficulties in turning to God in reality. 
At any time it is needful to strive to enter the straight 
gate: but it is much easier to turn to God in youth, than 
it is in later life. The heart is not then so hardened, as 
it is by a longer life of impenitence and sin. The mind 
is not so averse to instruction, as it is when prejudices 
have so darkened all its faculties, as almost to exclude 
the heavenly light. When sin has long reigned trium* 
phantly, when Satan has long led the sinner captive, it 
js hard to escape from his tyranny, and many have expe- 
rienced this. The Scriptures confirm the doctrine of the 
difficulty of conversion late in life, * Can the Ethiopian 
chdnge his skin, or the leopard his spots 7 then may 
ye also do good, thfit are accustomed tado eviV^ In 
this sense we may apply, with dreadful propriety, th^ 
words of Nicodemus, • Can a man he bom when he is 
old V When is it that the tree may be trained accord- 
ing to its owner's wish ? While it is young and tender. 
When is it that disease is most easily checked? Not 
when it has laid fast hold on the vitals, but when ita Snt 
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symptoms appear. When is it that the mistaken trarel^ 
ler may most easily forsake the wrong, and return to the 
right path ? Not when he has travelled for miles in a 
wrong direction, but when he enters that way. Were 
you rushing down a steep hill, when might you most eas- 
ily stop ? Not when you had nearly reuched the bottom, 
but whea you began to descend. So, 

" *Tis easy work, if you begin 
To fear the Lord betimes. 
While sinners who grow old in sin. 
Arc hardened in their crimes.'' 

In another view early religion is comparatively easy. 
There is reason to believe that God v\tU. sooner hear your 
prayers for mercy, and grant you peace and pardon, if 
you turn to him immediately, than il'you refuse for awhile 
lo listen to his calls. If you delay to turn, God may af- 
terwards delay to manifest his forgiving love; and may 
load you through tedious scenes of donbt and pain, anx- 
iety and fear, which, but for thcf-c refusals, you would 
have never known. An eminent chrjsiian,* now with 
God, and who was converted by no means at a late pe- 
riod in life, after feeling dtsappointment that his mind was 
not relieved from its oppressive burden so soon as he had 
hoped, obf^erved, ** I have now learned how unreasona- 
ble was such an early expectation. I ha^e been taught 
to wait patiently upoic Qod, who waited so long for 
jne." 

Before your sins are hiore multiplied, before your heart 
is hardened, before Satan gains a. firmer hold upon you, 
O turn to God ! Make not work for future repentance. 
Harden not your heart now, lest God, irt righteous judg- 
ment, should harden it for ever. Employ not your best 
years in shutting the gate of life against yourself, or/jn 
filling with difficulties the only pathway to heaven. ^^^ 
person with but one way from a precipice, wereti&'^qpH^^ 
ploy himself, for weeks and months^ in stopping up that 
way, or in making his escape by it tenfold more difficult, 
how great would he his distraction ! If another, with 
<me door opened, to let him escape from a dismal dun- 
geon, were to spend the time in which he should flee 
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from prison and the gallows, in fastening np that one 
door with bolts and bars, how great, how dismal would 
be his folly ! But, my young friend, if you do not now 
turn to Jesus and to God, far greater will be yours ! By 
continuing careless of the Lord, you will fill with difficul- 
ties that one way of escaping from hell, wrhich is now 
comparatively easy; you will shut against yourself the 
doors of mercy, by which you should flee from destnic- 
tion; and will make it tenfold more difficult for your own 
fioul to escape the flaming sword of divine Justice, the 
eternal prison which is never opened, and the fire that 
never shall be quenched. 

Sect. 3. Another advantage attending early piety is, 
that it is that which is most honourable to God and to 
yourself; and it is that which has the fairest prospect 
of becoming eminent piety. Religion is honoured, when 
the young but faithful votaries of the Lord are seen re- 
nouncing the world in the prime of their lives. The 
"ifi'orld seems to imagine that religion is only euited for 
gloom and age; but they show that it has charms, that 
win the hearts of the sprightly and the young. The 
world seems to suppose, that what Satan leaves is all 
that should be devoted to God; but the young followers 
of the Lamb show, that such are the excellencies of hia 
£ervice, that it calls for their youth, their health, their 
prime, their all ! How have the glories of religion been 
displayed by those young converts, who, after a short 
course of humble piety, have bid an early, and yet joyful 
farewell to ^11 beneath the sun! who have seen no charms 
in this deluding world sufficient to tempt their wish to 
stay; but who have calmly departed to eternal rest, be- 
fore they had passed even sixteen, eighteen, or twenty 
years below. Will not you, my young friend, make that 
offering to the Lord which such have made ? Will not 
•you tell a deluded world that religion is better than life ? 

Early piety is honourable, as it is that which is roost 
likely to become eminent piety. Faint, at the best, is 
the likeness of Grod on his children in this world. The 
greatest saint is only a penitent and pardoned sinner; but 
when christian graces are most matuired, when faith, and 
hope, and love, and holiness, appear in their fairest earth- 
ly form, then is religion honoured most ; then ^even its 
enemi^s^ at times, are constrained, as it were to betfr 
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testimony to its excellence. Such were the testimometf 
that the ancient heathens bore to the vjrtues of the prim- 
itive christians. ** These," said one, " are the men who 
speak as they think, and do as they speak." ** Behold," 
said another, ,** how the christians love one another." 
Even the apostate Julian, their great enemy, recommen- 
ded their charity and benevolence. Who is it that bear 
most of these divine fruits ? Is it the late convert ? Ah ! 
no. Those that are planted in the house of the Lord 
shall flourish in the courts of our God; they sha^l 
BT11.L. bring forth fruit' in old age .^ It is the piety of 
those who'knew religion in earlier life that thus bears 
fruit in age; and, having borne it long, still bears it then, 
and becomes eminent on earth, or is glorified in heaven. 
If, as many believe, there be various degrees of happiness 
and glory in the eternal world, who have so fair a pros- 
pect of reaching the higher as those who begin the soon- 
est? A person setting out on a journey at day-break, 
may travel further by noon, than he who sets out at noon 
would do by midnight. So in religion, they who yield 
their hearts to Chnst in youth, may get much forwarder 
in the way to heaven, by middle life, than they could do 
by extreme old age, if they were to put off the care of 
the soul to later years. Thus, every way, early religion 
has its advantages. If you now come to Christ, and 
should live to old age, he may fhake your piety more em- 
inent here, and give a brighter crown hereafter; or if yon 
should die, as many do, in the prime of life, you will have 
lived long enough to find the way to glory and God. 
** Long do they live, nor die too soon. 
Who live till life's great work is done." 
Whatever may befal you, nothing would come amis?, 
when either life or death were a blessing; when a long- 
er stay below might more mature the work of God in 
your soul, and a shorter one would remove you to speed- 
ier glory. Think of those whose earlier piety make them 
blessings to the church of God here, and who are now 
blessed in the family of God above. Theirs is the truest 
honour. Then names shine brightly in the records of 
'religion upon earth; and they themselves shine as the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father. 

^Psalm xcti. 14. 13, 
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Sect. 4. Early Religion is not merely easy and Iionowr* 
able, but, in every view, profitable piety. Godliness is 
profitable for all things* having the promise of the life 
thai now is, and'ofthat wfiich is to come.* It brings, 
its own reward; it will advance your temporal, spirituul, 
and eternal welfare. If you are rich, it would make you 
infinitely richer; — would give treasures, compared wiih 
which, the wealth of the world is fighter than a feather 
weighed against mountains of gold. If poverty be your 
lot, this would make you partaker of those blessings 
which constitute an angePs wealth. Though poor on 
earth, you would be rich in heaven. The soul that en- 
joys the blessings of the Gospel may truly say to its great 
Author, 

** Thou art my God, and all the world is mine: 

While thou art sovereign, I'm secure; 

1 shall be rich, till thou art poor; 

For all I wish, and all I fear, heaven, earth, ami hell, are Ihine.** 

So proHtable is tru^pioty, that it r.'ould not merely be 
the source of numberless blessings, but would make all 
things blessings to you; pain and sorrow, as well as ease 
and comfort; sickness, as well as health; and death as 
wcii as life. How blessed a state this is to live in, and 
much more to die in, you may perceive by the following 
considerations. 

Sect. 5. Consider the privileges and spiritual blessings 
that the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ possess. 
« Perhaps, if I mention a few of them in the language of 
some, who being dead yet speak, I shall present y<^ with 
f a more pleasing enumeratiou of these blessings than I 
could ofler in any words of mine. Hear, then* how tho 
chiistian can describe his wealth. 

" 'Tis mine the covenant of his grace. 

And ev*ry promise mine; 
All sprmrg from everlasting love, 

And sealM by blood divine. 
On my unworthy, favour'd head. 

Its blessings la 11 unile; 
Blessings more numerous than the stars^ 

More lasting and more bright. 

4 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
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The great, tlie everlasting God 

My father is become; 
Jesus ray guardian and my friend^ 

And heav'o my final home. 

Jesus, thou art my righteousness. 

For all my sins were thine ; 
Thy death hath bought of God my peace, 

Thy life hath made him mine. ' 

For ever more my rest shall be 

Close to thy bleeding side; 
This all my hope, this all my plea, 

For mo the Saviour died. 

Thy word, through all the tedious night 

Of life, shall guide my way, 
Till I behold the clearer light 

Cf an eternal day. 

Light are the pains that nature brings; 

How short my sorrows are ! 
When with eternal, future things^ 

The present I compare. 

The Lord has promised good to me. 

His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 

Yes, when thoHesh and heart shall fail. 

And mortal life shall cease^ 
f shall possess, within the veil, 

A life of joy and peace. 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 

The sun forbear to shine; 
But God, who caird me here bejow. 

Will be for ever mine. 

And what treasures yet unknown - 
Are lodg*d in worlds to come; 

If rich the enjoyments by the way, 
How happy is my hom^. 

Go, worldlings, boast of all your stores. 
And tell bow bright they sjiine; 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



146 

Your heaps of glitt'ring duet are your»» 
But m} Redeemer's mine." 

Or hear the christian addressing the world : 

^** Ye simple souls, that stray .', 

Far from the path of peace. 
That lonely, unfrequented way ] 

To life and happiness; ; 

Why will ye folly Jove, 

And throng the downward road. 
And hate the v.'isdom from above» 

And mpck the sons of God ! 

Madness and misery 

Ye count our life beneath, 
' And nothing great or good can «ee,. 
Or glorious in our death; 

"S^et good unsearchable 

In Jehus' liJve we know, 
And pleasures, springing from the weH 

Of life, otir souls o*erfiow. 

The Spirit we receive. 

Of wiadono, grace, and power; 
And always sorrowful we liv»» 

Rejoicing evermore. 

Angela our servants are, 

^4 keep, in all oiir ways. 
And in their careful hands they l^AC 

The sacred heirs of grace; 

Unto thftt heavenly hKss 

llhey all our &leps .ittendr 
And God ^m^elf our Father is. 

And Jesi^ is our friend. i 

The God we worship now. 

Will guide us till we die; 
Will be our God while hex<eMow, 

And ours above the ^ky." 

Such,. my young friend, are the privileges and blessings 
of the chUdren of Grod. In fact, they are so great and 
iuiq»exou9>. that .t^e proni3e» ooly^ wiudkare made to 
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them in the Scriptures, are sufficient to fill ia volume?* 
Sect. 6. Glance in the next pi ice at a few of the 
blessings, as described in the Scriptures, which the redl 
possessors of religion enjoy. ** There is joy at their 
conversion in the presence of the anoreh of God ; joy 
over &n€ sinner that repenteth^ They are born of 
God;* are made partakers of a divine natvre;^ ar'e 
new creatures in Christ Jesus, in them old thins^c pass 
away, and all things become new.* They .are blesseSt, 
for their transs^ression isfor:;iv*:n, and their sin is co^i' 
ered.^ While the world licth in wickedness,^ coij- 
demned and perishing, there is no crndemnation for 
them, who are in Christ Jesus J They ha-.c passed 
from death to life.^ Though their sins vvere as scaf'^ 
let, they are white as snow; and though ^hey were 
■red like erimsqn, they arc as woof.^ Their iniquities 
are east into the depths of the sea ;^** are as much hid- 
den, and much forgotten, as those things which ana 
buried in the f^thoinless abysses of the ocean. Jesus' is 
the propitiation for their sins ;" They have redemp^ 
tion through his blood?* They are red.eemed not with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ?^ They were as fheep seeing 
astray, but are returned to the shepherd and bishop 
pf their souls ?* They are accepted in the beloved M 
and by the Father are made meet for the inherit' 
ante of the saints tli light ;*^ and have a hope laid up 
for thejn in heavenJ' Being, justified by faith, they 
have peace with God, tlvrou^h the Lord Jesus ChristM 
-The son has made them free, and they are fret trt- 
decd,^^ and being maio free from sin, thev have their 
fruit unto holiness, and the end c^'crlnsHig lifeJ^ Th^e 
world is without Chu-ist, without hope, and unikoui 
' God;^ hut they are no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow citizens of the saints, and. of the househoUl 
of God.*^ Even on earth they belong lo heaven, for they 

iLnkexv. 10. « John i. 15. 3 2 Pet. i. 4. 4? Cor. v. H. 
*Ps. xxxH. 1. 61 .Tohn v. 19. 'Rom. viii. 1. ^John v. 24 
»Is. i. 18. lOMicah vii. MJ. "1 John ii. 2* >2Ephfifi. i. T. 
»3 1Pet.i.lS,19. "1 Pet. ii. 25. »5Fphos.i.6. 'H^ol. i. 12. 
*U)ol. i. 6. iBRom. V. 1. »»John viii. 86. ^IBLam. vi. 22. 
>'Ehhes. ii. 13. ^^^Ephes. ii. 19. 

*See Clarks'e Scripture Promises, an instructive and ear 
lAouraging book. 
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«re come unto mount Zion* unto the city of the living 
Oodt the heavenly Jerusalem ; and to an innumerable 
company of angels ; to the general assembly and church 
of the first horn, which are written in heaven ; and to 
God, the Judge of all ; and to the spirits of just men 
made perfect ; and to JesuSy the mediator of the new 
Covenant ; and to the blood of sprinkling y tohich speak'- 
eth better things than th at of Abel .^ God is not ashamr 
ed to be called their God, for he hath prepared for them 
a city.^ Th^ Father gioeth them a place in his house.^ 
They are even the children of God, and if children then 
heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ,^ Be'- 
hold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon than, that they should he called the sons of God; 
$ior doth it yet appear what they shall be ; but they 
know that when he shall appear, they shall belikehimy 
for they shall set him as he m.* In their Father^a 
imme are many mansions ; and their Lord is gone to 
< I^pare'^ place for them ; and toUl come again and take 
them to himself, that where he is they may be also.*' 
While such is their hope for hereaAer, here, they are led 
by the spirit of God j^ are temples of ^ Holy Spirit;^ 
und God hath sent forth the Spirit ofl^ Son into their 
hearts, crying Abba, Father.^ They are the objects of 
the Eternal Father's tender care, l^he eternal God is 
their refuge.^\ The Lord of hosts is with them» the 
God of Jacob is their refuge.^ Like as a father piti- 
eth his children, so the Lord pitieth ihem:^ and loves 
them with a love more tender than that of eartlily par- 
ents ; for be is their Father though Abraham be igno^ 
rant of them, and though' Isaac acknowledge them 
not ^ and if even/aMer and mother forsook tnem, Me 
Lord would take them up,^ The Father loveth theni 
because they believe on Christ;?® and bath set them apart 
for himself^ They may cast all their care upon Atm, 
for he carethfor them,^ Their Father knoweth thai 
they have need of earthly mercies f^ he will withhold no 
good thing from them ; but to his ^other blessings will 

««Heb. xii. 22—24. MHeb.xi.18. «*Is.lvi.5. ^Rom.viii. 16,17. 
«« 1 John iii. 1. 2. «7John xiv. 2, 3. «8Rom.v4ii.4. «» 1 Cor.iii.16 
wfial. iy.6. 3»Deut. xxxiii. 27. ^Fs^Hvul. 33Ps.x.8,13. 
8*Is.lxiii.9. 88Ps. xxvii. 10. 3«John xvi. 27. aTps,!^, 3. 
^lP«t. V. 7. 3»Matt. W.32. 
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give them gra{:e andghry,^ He will n^er leave ihpm 
fior forsake them ;*^ but with everlasting kindness will 
he have mercy on them."** He that toucheth them, 
ioucheththe apple of his eye.^^ Tlie mountains shall 
depart, and the hUls he removed , httt his kindness shall 
not depart from them, neither shall tJie covenant ofhia 
■peace he removed.^ ^o weapon formed against them 
$hall prosper,^ Can a woman forget her sucking 
childy that she should not have compassion on the fruit 
of her womb? yea they may forget, yet will not I forget 
thee, saith tfu Lord.^ He watches them with a fathered 
tender care ; behold the eye of the Lord is upon the 
righteous, and his ears are open to their cry.^' Ho will 
.enable 'them to overcome theirmightiest fijes ; even Sa- 
tan will the God of peace bruise under their feet shorts 
iy.48 Xhe very hairs of their head are all numl?ered,^ 
They have access to Ood.^ He hears their secret pray- 
jejrs, and will reward them openly.^^ Their fellowship 
is with the Father, and^ with his Son Jesus Christ.^* 
Their effectual fervent prayer availeth much.^ Jesm 
is their divine Shepherd.^ He^ the Lord, is their shep' 
herd, they shaJlnot want,^ He will feed his flock like 
ft shepherd, he will gather the lambs with his arm, and 
^arry them in his bosom.^ His sheep hear his voice, 
and he k^oweth them, and they follow him, and be giv- 
jBth them eternal life, and they shall never perish, neith- 
er jshall any one pluck them out of his handJ*'' They 
are branches of Christ, the living vine ;^ SiTe^mejnbers 
of his body;^ are clothed with Christ;^* are lights of 
the worldf^ salt of the earth f^ are dear to Christ a^ 

Af^P9. Ixxxiv. 11. '•^Heb. xiii. 5. «Is. liv. 8. '♦''Zee. ii. S. 
44ls. liv. 10. <5Is. liy. 17. <«Is. xlix. 14. ^Tpg. xxxiv. 15. 
«Rom. xvi. 20. '•sMatt. x. SO. soJEphes. ii. 18. ^iMatt. vi. ^. 
vii. 7— 11. 'S2iJohi,i.lg. Mjamesv. 16. 6<John x. 11. 
•*P5. xxiii. 1. ^U. xl. 11. wjohn x. 27,28. *«John xv. 6. 
WEphes. V. 80. «>Gal. iii. 27. 6'Matt. v. 14. «Mait. ?. 13. 

♦ Few expressions are more striking than this. It has be«l 
.ebporved, that putting on Christ implies,\* that to God now 
JGokin^ on them, there appears nothing but Christ : they arc as 
it were covered all over with him, as a man is with the clothe* 
he has put on. And hence it is said, in the next verse, they 
are uU one in Christ Jesus, jut if th«re.wcr« but th^ '9ne ^er- 
tOTi.' Tid. Doddrid^ in loc. 
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'' brother i and sister ,* and mother, united.®* Their eyea 
are blessed, for they eee, and their ears, for they hear^ 
what kings and prophets in vain desired to hear and see.® 
When Christ describes their character, he pronounces 
fhem blessed, for theirs is the king dorp^ of heaven j they 
ihall be comforted ; they shall inherit the (promised) 
land;* shall be' filled; shall obtain mercy, and see 
€rod.^^ When the world persecutes and reviles them", 
their reward is great in heaven.^^ Their life is hid 
with Christ in God; and when Christ, who Is their life, 
Shall appear, they also shall appear with him m glo* 
ry.^ Jesus calls them his friends.^ The blessed angels 
of heaven are employed on errands of love on their be- 
half, and are ministering spirits to the heirs of saUa- 
tion.^^ The angel of the Lord encampeth round abouf 
them 1^ and those happy spirits have a charge given 
them to keep them.'*^ Their names are written in hea^- 
en ;~^ are recorded in the book of lifcJ^ They form a lit- 
tle flock, to whom it is the Father's good pleasure to 
give the kingdom.''^ For thgm a rest remains ,•'* and 
eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God has pre- 
pared for them that love him.'''° The Father himself 
ioveth them, and is, willing to grant their requests,'* 
but they have also a great intercessor in heaven, to add 
weight to their requests; therefore, they may go boldr 
ly to the throne of grace.'" Christ ever liveth to make 
intercessiori. for them ;'^ he is their advocate ;'•* and 
while he plei^ds above, gives them all needful grace be- 
low. He gives them strength,^^ and left them, peace ;^^ 
«ftd the peace of God, which passeth all understand" 
ing, shall keep their hearts and minds through Chrisi 
Jesus^'^ To them to live is Christ, and to die is gain.^ 
27te Lord tpill deliver them frotn^ every evil work, 

. ^ ZUit. xii. 50. 63jviatt. xiii. 16. e^M^tt. v. 3—7. * 
«^MaU. v. 11. 12. 63Col. iii. 3. «7john xv. 14. «^Heb. i. 14. 
«»P8. xxxiv. 7. 70p,. jci^ 11, 71 Luke x. 20. '«Plul. iv. 8. 
'^Luke xii. 32. 7»Hcb. 4. 9. ^n Cor. ii. 9. 7ajohn xvi. 28. 27. 
-Heb. 17, 14. IG. 73Heb. vii. 25. m John ii. 1. ^2 Cor. xii. 9, 
»» John xiv. 27. baphil. iv. 7—9. saphil. i. 23. 

* Ten ^«n. TImj land — the heavenly land, th? better country 
*»ro:.n3od to believers. Yid. Cas»nb>2U iu loc. 
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.mill praeHt theln to his heaifemty kingdom ;^ knd at 
their Bouls are committed to his care, he toill keep 
what they commit unto him,^ Who shall separatt 
them from the love of €hri$t? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or nakedness, or famine, or 
-peril, or the sword? JVay, in all these thins^fk, they 
are more them conquerors, through him that hath lot^ 
ed them : for neither death nor life, nor angels, not 
principalities, nor powers, nor thingi present, wtt 
things to come ; nor heighth, n(}r depths nor any erea^ 
ture^ shall be able to separate them from the love of 
God, which is in Chriet Jesus their Lord.^ Though 
they are, at best, but unprofitable servants, yet their 
Lord will own, and infinitely reward their little servi- 
jces^ so that even a cup of cold water, given to one 
t)f his disciples, out of love to him, shall in no wise 
iose its reward,^ When they speak often to onft 
another, the Lord hearkens, and a book of remem/^ 
France is written befisre him, for them that thus feat 
Jtim, and think on his-mam^,^ Blessed are they, they 
do his commandments, and have a right to the tree of 
Hfci akd to enter in through the gates, into the heaven* 
ly ci/y.^ Though they must die, yet their end i* 
fteaee.*^ If this earthly house of their tabernacle be 
dissolved, they have a building of God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.^ When 
dbstnt from the body, they are present with the Lord.^ 
The day they depart, they are with him, in paradise.^ 
•There they shall hunger no more, nor thirst any more ; 
they dwell before the throne of God, and there is no 
night there. The Lamb that is in the midst of t?ie 
tlS-one toill feed them, and lead them to living fouih 
iains of waters, and God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes ; and there shall be no mote death^ 
neithet sortow not crying, neither shall thete be any 
more paUt.^ At length the Judge will descend; then, 
even that body which was sown in cotruptiont shall be 
raised in incortuption ; it was sown m dishonour, it 

w2Tim. iv. 18. »2 Tim. i. 12. »«Rbin. viii.86— 3». 

WLuke nrii. 19. 8SMatt. x. 42. 89Mal. iii.l6. «»Ucv. xxii. 14. 
wPs. xxxvii. 87. W2 Cor. v. 1. 9^2 Cor. v. ». wj^ukexxiii. 43. 
»Kcr. Tii. 14—17. 
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shall be rcdsei in glory; this mortal ihallput onimmor" 
talityf^ and the worthy Judge Eternal will say to his 
fViends, * pome, ye blessed of my Father^ inherit the^ 
icingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; and they shall go away into everlasting life^ 
and shall shine as the sun in the kingdom of their Foi^ 
thcr for ever.^ Thug, all things are theirs, whether 
the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things 
fo come, all are theirs, and they are Christ's, cmd 
Christ is Ood's-^ Happy is the people that is in 
suth a ease; yea, happy is that people lohose God is 
the Lord /!<» 

^ect. 7. Does not your heart, my young friend, btira 
within you when reviewing such a catalogue of blessingsl 
yet it is an imperfect one, and the half is not yet told. 
Do you n6t exclaim. Let these blessings be mine! They 
may be yours. Listen to Jesus; commit your soul to 
•him; give him your youth.; and they shall be yours. O 
what treasures can vie with these ! The christian, with 
all these blessings, is rich in every sense: rich for time, 
but richer for eternity. Crowns soon fall from the heads 
that wear them; parks and palaces soon vanish from 
their possessors; but the riches of the befliever infinitely 
surpass them all. What can they want who possess 
such blessings as have been enumerated.^ To them> 
what situation can be destitute of comfort ? Does their 

Sossessor look upwards ? It is to his eternal home. 
Ices he look downward, and see the grave at his. feet? 
The grave, which bounds the hopes, and ends the joys 
of others, is to him but a dark passage to eternal day^ 
He has friiends, compared with whose friendship that of 
MM the mightiest monarchs upon earth is as msignificant 
as that of a creeping worm — his God, his Saviour. The 
young christian may say, God is mine, Jesus is mine» 
angels my future companions, and heaven my home. ; 

** Though riches to others be given. 
Their corn amd their vintage iUK>und ; 
Tot, if I have treasure in heaven. 
Where should my afllections be found 1 
yVhy stoop for the glittering sands 

•»! Cor. XV. 42, 48, 58. »7Matt. xxv. 84. 46. W^att. xlii. 48. 
»9 1 Cor. iii. 21—25. »oops. ^xUv. 11. 
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Which they ar« so ea^er to tharet 
Forjretting those wealthier lands 
That form my inheritance there 1 

To palaces^^soeptres, and crowns', 

Your pride- with disdain I survey; 

Your pomps are but sliadows and sounds, 

And pass in a moment away; 

The crown that my Saviour bestows. 

Yon permanent sun will outshine ; 

My joy everlastingly flows. 

My God, my Redeemer, is miire. 

Sect. 8. A moAt inestimable advanta^ attending 
early piety is, that its possessors wHi enjoy the Saviour's 
©verlttsting love; that love, with all its blessing?, of 
which I have attempted an imperfect displav in a former 
iJhapter. (Chap. 8. sect. 8, 9, 10.) ♦ Whosoever,* 
saith he, * shall do the will of my Father^ tvhich is in 
heaven^ the satne is my brother, and sister, and moth" 
tr.* All such are united with him in as endeared and 
elose a union, as if they could join in one several of tlie 
tendevest connexions; and they enjoy as much of his 
affection as a mother, a^d sister, and brother, c^uld 
share 'amoii;^ them. In youth and in age the best bles- 
sings flow from his love. He guides the inexperienced 
feet of his friends « to fairer worlds on high.* In youth, 
his precepts direct; in a^e, his promises support them. 
His love is an everlasting love. In words already re- 
ferred to, it is said, ** Who shall separate us frwn the 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or per^ 
secution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or the 
sword 7 JVay, in all these things we are more than 
cofiquerors, through him that hath loved us. For I 
am persuaded that neithtr. death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor prindpalUles, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor l^eight, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate ns from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord,'* The love 
of Christ to his friends extends to another and eternal 
world. His unwearied affection, once displayed on 
•artli, shines brightest in that heavenly country, whence 
every evil is for ever banished. The limits of the world 
arc much too narrow for his goodness; and within the 
contractod boiindi of mortal life, he dii^plays bat a smal 
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portion of that lorei, of which eternity itself will be per- 
petually making fresh discoveries. Generation after 
generation dies, and the dearest human ties are quickly 
broken. Our fathers, where are they 1 our children, 
where shall they shortly be? mixed in the same dust 
with those, who lived five thousand years before them; 
but that band which joins the humble disciple to the 
glorious Saviour, remains unbroken. The seas, the 
valleys, the rocks, the mountains, may all be thrown 
into one confused mass of ruin; the stars may cease to 
glitter in the sky; the moon no longer walk in bright- 
ness there; the sun be tiu'ned to darkness; and of this 
fair creation nothing, or Tiothing but a wreck remain; 
this must be; but the love of Jesus will be seen in other 
heavens when these decay. •The real christian may 
exclaim. Take wing, my soul, pass beyond these mortal 
things, * beyond the flaming bounds of time,' beyond 
the * last and loved though dreadful day.' Take wing, 
my soul, pass in thy thoughts beyond all these; but, 
O ! to what world, to what ago wilt thou go, where 
Jesus shall cease to love thee, or cease to bless thoo f 
Nay, tliou shalt be. for ever with the Lord. He who, 
for thee, was content with the manger for his palace, 
and thorns for his crown, will never forsake thee. He?, 
whose love to thee, shone forth so strongly, amidst the 
clouds of worldly sorrow, will not love thee less, now 
he is surrounded by the splendours of eternal glory, 
nor death, nor life, nor evil angels, principalities, nor 
powers, nothing within the circle of time, nothing with- 
in the expanse of eternity, nothing here, nothing here- 
after, shall part his humble, faithful friends and him. 
Blessed Jesus, the treasure of eternity, shall be thy 
affection; the boast, the bliss of eternity, shall be thy 
l*>ve. O happy they, who enjoy the love of Jesus Christ, 
though with the loss of all the world ! Happy even 
they who died to secure it ! happy martyrs who bled to 
keep it ! happy they who have sought it in youth, 
though at the expence of every friend besides, of every 
comfort, and of life itself! Yes, happy martyrs, hap- 
py sufferors, who sought and found his love, when all 
the world hated them for seeking it ! The^ have it 
still. Their persecutions are no more. Their friends, 
from whoso bosoms they were torn, and ,wL<M«ji hearts. 
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perhaps, bled to see them bleed, have long since gone 
to the chambers of the d^ad; but they have not lost 
the love of Jesus, nor will they through eternal days. 
God of Heaven, teach my youthful Reader, to count 
all things drOss, co^npared with this most precious 
blessing. 

Sect. 9. Connected with the last blessing, is the 
equally inestimable one of the eternal Father's love, 
if brought, through his dear Son, into his family^, yon 
will become the object of his tenderest care. So much 
is said on this subject, in the sixth section of this chap* 
ter, that though I mention it distinctly, it is the less 
needful to enlarge. What can be more touching than 
to be assured, that the eternal Godpitieth hU children 
us a parent pitieth his infant offspring 4 that he not 
merely knoweth their frame, not merely is acquainted 
with all their weakness, frailty and sorrow, but remem* 
bereth, ever keeps in view, that they are but dust; and 
that it is a far more possible thing, not merely for one, 
but for every mother to forget the infant babe she font 
dies in her bosom, than fbr that great but blessed God 
to cease to love his children ? What can be more pleas* 
ing than to hear that he, though so infinite in power 
and majesty, is not ashamed to be called their God, 
bat has prepared for them a residence, where his own 
hand shall wipe every tear from every eye, and where 
he will own and love them as his children, for ever and 
ever? When the Danish Missionaries, in India, ap* 
pointed one of their Indian converts to translate a cat- 
echism, in which it was mentioned, as the privilege of 
christians, to become the sons of God, one of the trans- 
lators, startled at so bold a sayirg, as be thought it. 
«aid, " It is too much; let me rather render it. They 
shall be permitted to kiss his feet."* Too great, in- 
deed, we might have supposed such privileges, if God 
himself had not so plainly revealed them. Too vast we 
might have supposed such love, if God himself had not 
80 clearly manifested, in the gift of Christ, that nothing 
28 too vast fbr love like his. If you remember your 
Creator, in the days of 3'our youth, he will manifest aU 
4hi8 love to you; he will guide you safely through a 

* Dedd. Expos. Ifeta on 1 John iii. 1. 
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thousand snar^, and keep you from thoed evib, wbidb 
hedet your slippery path. Yes, young man, or young 
^Tontan, many whom the Lord has ^ded, are already 
in heaven; and many a thoughtless youth, that has re* 
fu^od his guidance, Vi'liile you arc residing these Hne9> 
i& Iif^ng nj) his eyes in hell. Make God your guide» 
and he will guide you safely to his eternal kingdom ; 
and love yoa with everlasting kindness there. The^ 
may you say, " This God is my God for ever and ever; 
he will be my guide even unto death; tiud when my 
flesh and heart fail, the strength of my heart and my 
portion for ever.-*^ 

Sect. 10. Another advantage of early religion is, tbiit 
lis pon5tessors avoid the evil of an entirely unprofitahlt 
life. When Paul sent Onesimus, who had been a disK 
honest fugitive slave, back to his master Philemon, h« 
«poke of him as one that li ad. been unprofitable, but 
was now profrfable to the apostle himeelf, and to hife 
former employer.' It is, my young friend, an awfuj^ 
fact, that while destitute .of early piety, you anerwot 
none of the ends of your being. You are unprofitable 
to God, for you bring him no glory; you are unprofitable 
to Christ, for you m«ke him no thankful returns for all 
his dying love, ^ou are unprofitable to the worki 
around you; your associates are not encouraged, b^ 
your example, to follow the ways of peace ; but, by 
your negligence and folly, are hardened in their sin. 
You, are unprotUabltft.o your dearest relatives. If they 
arc the friends of Christ, instead of cheering tbem bjr 
yonr piety, your irreligibn is their grief and sorrow ; 
and if they sre unacquamted nith the Gospel, instead 
,of striving to load t^.em to a concern for its blesangs, 
you go madly with them to destruction. You are un- 
pro Stable toyo«irae!f; for, alas! while negligent of God» 
you are adding sin to sin ; and are making the heavy 
load of your transgressions heavier ; are filling up th« 
measure of your uiiquities; and thus you are heaping 
up wrath again?t the day of wrath. O wretched y^utln 
and would you live but to make your own hell the more 
dreadful ? your own perdition the more awful ! Would 
you live a curaberer of the ground ? useless, as the iiU8«- 

»Pe. xlviu. 14 5 Ixxiii. 26. «PUiUan. 11. 
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«liievau3 thistle ? I)aneful, as tlie deadly nightshade ; 
undjin the eight of God, hateful as the poisonous ser- 
pent 1 Were it even certain that God would spare you 
to repent at some fiituire tiine, yet through mere delay, 
how many barren, and worse than ui:eles3 years, would 
you pass. The late convert loses much peace and joy 
— much holiness and happiness — many opportunities of 
serving God ; and. much of that grace, of which even 
the youngest never obtained enough. Growth in grac6 
is a work of time. -An infant does not in an hour ob- 
tain the strength, the vigour, the comeliness and stat- 
ure of manhood. Though an infanf h?.s all the parts 
of the future man, he has them in a weaker state. The 
new convert, compared with the confirmed christian, is 
like an infant; he is in Christ] yet but a iittle child in 
Christ,* He is possessed, indeed, of the same disposi- 
tions and nature as the more confirmed christian, but in 
a weaker state; and by the growth of years, his graces 
are brought nearer to perfection. So universally is this 
the case, that even the apostle Paul, not long before 
his martyrdom, after being almost thirty years a chris- 
tian and an apostle, still declared, that forgetting the 
things that were behind, he reached unto those that 
were before, and asserted that he was not yet perfect.^ 
O bow much of divine grace must they lose, whoso best 
years slide away before the work of life is bewun. 
Those years that might be inestimably beneficial to 
themselves, are but a dismal blanks worse than a blai^c 
are years marked with the stains of black ingratitude, 
neglect, and sin. Should you delay obeying the gospel, 
you will lose much grace here, and then may expect to 
'lose much glory hereafter; and even if a pardoned pen- 
itent at last, might have tp utter such a wish as the 
celebrated Earl of Rochester is said to have uttered ; 
he wished that he had been a crawling leper in a ditch, 
a linkboy, or beggar, or had lived in a dungeon, rath- 
er than dishonoured God as he had done. Surely 
that is no trifling blessing by which such evils may be 
avoided. 

Sect. 11. But, my young friend, reverse this scene. 
Imagine religion to be your early choice — Jesus cliosen 

n John ii, 1% <P'.*il. j,ife Jfe%le 



betimes as your Lord, and prized as ycmr aalva-tion-^ 
and God adored ars your ijrod, and O hov7 changed do, 
all things appear ! . Then would you, in some hunible. 
measure, glorify his dear name, who bought yau witt^ 
his blood. Then would you jecommend his gospel, 
«nd display the influence of his love. Then, though 
you would ever feel yourself an iinprofitable servant, 
An unworthy creature, yet your five talents, or two, or 
/even only one, would be employ£d for the honour of 
your b&loved Lord. It was an honourable testimonial, 
that one of our poets bore to the character .of a depart- 
ed friend, when he said, 

<* His virtues walked their narrow roundf 

Nor made a pause, nor left a void ; 

And sure the eternal Master fpqnd 

His single talent well employed." 

if yiMi have no more than. one talent, O that hereaHer 
ihe same may be truly said of you ! 

Early religion woudd also render you profitable to 
.Ood, so far as, in any sense, a feeble creature can' foe 
.said. to be so. His name would be honoured by you; 
his will done in you; his glory promoted in your life*; 
jiud advanced by your example. Then, too, would you 
-be profitable to your dearest friends. Are they pious, 
how would they rejoice over you, and lay down their 
heads more calmly in the dust, when leaving a beloved* 
ohild, to fill up their place in the bhurch of Christ be- 
•Jow, when they departed to that above ! my young 
iriend, if you have pareats whose prayers have long 
ascended to God in your behalf, gladden their he'artB, 
by choosing their God for yours;- let them feay ov-er you, 
TJiis my son, or, this my daughter, was dead, arid is 
alive again; was lost, an^ is found.. 

But perhaps you reply, * My parents and friends are 
altogether unacquainted with religion; they live care- 
less of God, and have taught me to do the same. Alas ! 
if this is the case, it is a lamentable one; yet, perhape 
youthful piety might render you profitable to them. Do 
you love them, and can you bear the thoughts of soon 
loosing them for ever, or of meeting them only in that 
jniserabie world where afiection never enters ? yet thi3 
must be, if you and they make light of Jesus and sal- 
tation. Muchji^ youmaylo^e ^ch P^^ofiP^* *li 
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that Jave wHI be forgotten if you should togethSi.*'^ 
banished to everlasting darkness and despair; and woilj^ 
you not save them from that dreadful ruin ? ! if you , 
-would, remember your Creator in the days of your 
youth, and perhaps this may lead them to think of those 
things which belong to their everlasting peace. Mr. 
Baxter relates, that at Kidderminster, which, under his 
ministry, became almost * one house of prayer,' his first 
and greatest success was upon the young; and, he adds, 
** When God had touched their hearts with a love of 
goodness and delightful obedience to the truth, their 
parents and grandfathers, who had grown old in an ig- 
norant, worldly state, did many of them fall into liking 
and love of piety; induced by the love of their children, 
whom they perceived to be made, by it, much wiser, 
and better, and more dutiful to them.'* Perhaps, God 
might thus bless your early attention to his gospel; and 
surely, if any thing could increase your future blessed- 
ness, it would do so, to think that those you loved here, 
had, through your early religion, been led to turn from 
the way to hell, and to enter that to heaven. At any 
rate, seek God for your God; if you cannot persuade 
your friends to follow Jesus with you, yet follow him 
yourself. That is indeed an unhappy family, in which 
there is not one heir of heaven ; in which all are going 
cotentedly to destruction. Early conversion would 
surely be profitable to yourself ; it would make all the 
blessings that have been mentioned, as the christian's 
portion, yours. 

Then also would you be profitable to others. The 
ministers of the gospel might then be gladdened by you; 
the church of Christ delight in you; the angels of heav- 
en rejoice over you. Perhaps, if spared for future years, 
you may become a parent, and what a blessing it would 
be to your family, to train them up in the ways of peace! 
God might reward your exertionj by their conversion; 
they might act the same part to their children; and they 
again to theirs; and thus religion, beginning in your early 
conversion, might flow in your family for ages to come. 
Think not that this is an improbable case; it has, doubtv- 
less, been often realized. 

Sect. 12. In addition to the blessings I have enumcra* 
i^d, it is the happiness of the real christian, that all eveuts 
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/■ pned as blessings to hhflr. All are meant 

b^§* all will end in glory. Even aPictions are 

/ fsin^ in disguise. Whom the Lord foveth 

I, and scourgeth every son that he reeeit- 
hgs work tos^ether for good to them that 

-_ -^... . ^ , Jhir light affliction which is but for a mo^ 
ment, workethferus afar more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory. ^ The christian oft en finds the path 
to heaven most secure, when most be^et with thorns; 
and the sea of life safest, when most stormy: afructions, 
to the children of God, prove the beat of mercies. \ The 
smiles of this world hiight allure them to ruin; bat its 
frowns urge them towards heaven. The martyr's flamcjg 
have of^en preceded the throne of heavenly joy; thfe 
crown of thorns has been a forerunner of a crown of glo- 
ry; and they have drank the most bitter dregs of ^rier& 
most bitter cup, who shall hereafter rejoice evermore. 
It has been said, that on board a ship, in the midst of a 
"violent storm, when the mariners were in distress and 
alarm, one little boy remained composed, and being ask- 
ed the cause of his composure, answered, *My Father's 
at the helm.' So may the christian say in every trial, 
' My Father, my Almighty Father's at the helm; and he 
"will steer me safe through every storm ; or, when he 
pleases, say to the tempest. Peace, be st;ll ! 

Sect. 18. Though in a following chapter I shall have 
to display to you the blessings to which early piety will 
lead, when all things hero are ended, yet allow me in 
this to remind you, that one of its distinguishing advan^ 
tages is, that it prepares the soul for every po-ssible event. 
By co.nmitling your all to the Lord Jesus Christ, you 
would make an early escope from all the dreadful dan- 
ger to which you are exposed by sin; and would obfain 
an early title to glory, honour, and immortality. Possi- 
bly, it may be tbe will of God, that \^u should live to 
three score y^ars or more below. An early knowledge 
pf Christ would then secure to you that protection, and 
ihat guidance, which would make your life a life of pie- 
ty and peace: happy would it be for you to live, for yovi 
would live to the Lord. But, perhaps, God designs only 
a few more months for you. If so, though it might be a 
happy thing for you to live, it would be a happier to dift-. 

»Hcl?. xii. 6. 2Rom, vui. 28. ^2Car. iv. 17, 
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l^oSBessod of aa iatereit in Cfariflt, ^roo wo^ld^d tiMi^ 
^ortest life the shortest path to heaven. Early deatii 
-^ould be early bjessedness. The world might lament 
your ^ariy and, in their view, untimely departure, while 
you were rejuieing, ia having gained so speedy a triumph^ 
ia having reached, 

" "With pails so swift, that peaceful shore 

Where tempests never beat, nor billows roar," 

They who land there before they have passed even the, 
short span of twenty years in this world, will never wish 
to come back and pass another twenty here. 

Let me relate to you a little history, illustrative of thiS' 
and one or two of the preceding sections. Some years^ 
back, in a village in Perbyshire, there lived a young and 
thoughtless girl. Iler name was Alary. Like raosi 
around her, she knew not God. Her days were chiefly 
employed in labour; and if a holiday came, it was an 
opportunity for vanity and sinful pleasure. Soon after 
she had completed her thirteenth year, the season for the 
wake of a neighbouring village arrived; and she propos- 
ed to attend that sce;ne of dissipation and folly. A young 
woman, who had heree If chosen the better part, persua- 
ded Mary to acompany her to heal- a sermon. She went. 
T'he place of preaching was the cottage of a humblo, 
aged christian, one of the Lord's poor. The preacher's 
subject was, The carnal mind is enmity against God» 
Mary listened; she felt the power of divine truth, in a 
way she had never done before; and left the house, with 
feelings very difierent from those which she had on her 
entrance. She had done with the wake. She felt her- 
self deeply sinful and corrupt ; her mind was harrowed 
tip with distress; and eternal salvation became the ob-; 
ject of her desires. Now farewell to her former vanities 
and follies; she forsook them for ever; and from that 
evening began to live anew. She sought, and at length, 
found, peace in believing; and in her 17th year, was sol- 
emnly admitted into the church of Christ. Here was 
consistent pietv; she honoured the gospel , in her narrow 
sphere, abroad; and was the eomfort of her parents at. 
home. A few months after her admission into the church, 
of Christ, the symptoms of a consumption appeared, and 
God quickly called her t» lamselir. In h^r days of Ian- 
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'^lAhing and weakness, the Lord was her supporter. 8ti^ 
said that she found his promises sweeter and sweeter; 
that there are comforts and delights in his word, which 
none know hut those who enjoy them; and she never 
enjoyed so many blessings, as during the time of her af- 
fliction. Death had lost his threatening sting. She knew 
in xohom she had believed, and professed a wish to depart. 
** I am not,'* said she, " afraid in the least of dyin^ at 
any time.*' At different times, she expressed her hope 
and peace, or called on the friends that surrounded her 
dying bed to praise her God. At length she calmly en- 
tered into rest, before she had spent 18 years on earth. 
See, my young friend, how much the grace of God may 
do for them wlyo embrace religion in early life, even in a 
little time. On her thirteenth birth-day, Mary was a 
thoughtless girl; and ere her eighteenth arrived, a saint 
in light. Within the intervening span, of something more 
than four short years, she was enabled to forsake the 
world; to ^d a Saviour; to profess his gospel; to hon- 
our that profession; to languish calmly through months 
of sickness; to conquer death; and doubtless land in 
heaven. In that little time she found her Lord, finished 
bis will, and went to rest. How blessed was early piety 
to her ! She might, when first awakened, have said, * I 
am not yet fourteen* surely hereafter will be soon enough 
for me;* and had she reasoned thus, and had she put offy^ 
though but for a few years, her inquiry for salvationr 
God, it seems, by early death, would have put ft off for 
ever. Delay not then to accept that blessing which is^ 
the source of every other; your life is as uncertain as was 
hers. 

Sect. 14. One inestimabb advantage attending the 
blessings which early religion would give you, is, that 
these shall never be taken away from their possessors. 
Mary, eaid the Lord hath chosen (hat good part, which 
shall not be taken away from Jier,* As for the lovers 
of this world, their all is here, and shortly their all wilF 
be lost forever to them. Soon may it be said of tho 
young, the vigorous, and the gay, who know not God, 
Where are they ? Gone from the world they loved so 
well. Where their health, and youthful bloom f Gone, 

^ Luke X. 42. 
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i!br ever ^e. Where their gayety and defighta, thejr 
iKYurs of thoughtless inerrjmeot, their frivolous amuse* 
incnts, their vain companions ? all gone. There is not 
one earthly treasure* or which its possessors can ajfirm, 
that none shall separate them from it. Alas ! poor crea* 
tures^ ye g^y, ye wealthy, ye lovers of pleasure, « what 
Tain things are they, that yoii embrace and cleave to I 
Whatsoever they be, soon must yoihpart. Can you say 
of any of these,' Who shall separate us ? Nay, you may 
even live to see, aftd seek your parting. At last you must 
part, for you must die: then farewell to vanity, merri- 
ment, and pkasure; farewell, if you had even sat on 
thrones, io parks and palaces, gardens and honours, 
erowns and kingdoms, dearest friends, and nearest ktn^ 
dred^ all must \i parted wirh; tmd. what have you .be- 
sides ?• If you, my young Header, area lover of this 
worid, what. wiU. you have led soon ? But if a possessor 
of early religion, you may say. Not thus fleeting are my^ 
treasures. IViou art my portion, O Lar4} others ha ve 
parks, palaces, and crowns; or wealth, gayety and pleas- 
lire; this is their portion; but tl^ou, the God of heaven 
and earth art mine; and mine for ever. When the miser 
shall have lost hi& w-ealth; and crowns have lallen from 
the heads that wear them; when the man of this world 
Sfball have left the world he idolized^ and all their de- 
lights shall have forsaken the young, the pleasure-taking, 
and the gpy; thou wil,t still be mine; thou_ wilt be my. 
support, when rockacrumble into dust, and mountains 
tremble to. their base; and when the sun shall shine no 
more; and when, the earth itself shall have vanished liko 
a falling star that blazes and expires, thou wUt be mine 
still; my God; and my portion for ever, 
' And^uQw, were.it possible to call from the dead some, 
that h%ve died in youth, O what a, eonfirmatioav would 
they give ta all that has been uraed upon ,you here t 
*!* hey who have followed Jesus whi& yeung,^ might say 
to you, <* Follow him we followed. We soon embraced 
his gospel, yet not one hour to soon. Early as we begun 
with religion, we began maph too late; and could we have 
felt giief ilk heaven, we shQulj have grieved thit m'o did 
not socmer know» and love, and serve our Lord.^ Death 

* Two sentenoes are nearly copied from Bishop Jmf^cp. 
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cut us doiyn in the morning of our days; yet we did not 
die too soon; for we had bowed betimes at the feet of Je- 
ws, and had found eternal life^in him. He washed our 
sins away; he renewed oor hearts;. and prepared heaven 
for u^, and us for heaven. He taught us to set our af* 
fections on things above< We Saw others engaged with 
all their hearts in the shadowy concerns of time; we pit> 
led them, and trod the path of life. We sibiled in deatbv^ 
Divine grace made us conquerors over the grave ; and 
we now rest from atl our labours. Heaven is a long,? 
long, happy home. Follow our Lord, and he will be. 
your Lord. Keceive him, and he will receive you. Com- 
mit yous souls to him, and all will be well with you, for 
time and: eternity.'* 

A meditation ork the subject of the chapter, concluding 
with prayer. 
Come, O my soul^ and, in serious meditation, again 
review these pleasing motives for yielding thyself, thy 
all, to God. I am passing through the world, like an 
eagle through the air. I am young, but youth and. 
heahh have vanished from millions, and will soon van-^ 
ish from mo. Qoiild I now gain the* throne, and be- 
come the ruler of this mighty kingdom, yet in a little- 
while, a throne and a kingdom would be of no impor- 
tance- to me ; but t hear of things that will concern 
me for ever ; of blessings that may enrich me for ever, 
thear of treasures of eternal worth; treasures, like 
those which angels enjoy, and which make even angels - 
happy. Thrones and kingdoms^ upon earth never will 
be mine, even for a fleeting hour; but these far better 
riches may be mine *' when rolling years shall cease to 
move f these- may be mine through c«ie eternal day. 
O let me glftnce' again at this list of blessings! For- 
giveness — how much I need it ! Forgiveness so free, 
and full,, and entire, that though my sins be^ as scarlet, 
they shall be white as snow. Poaee with God; peace 
even m this troublesome world; p%acefar above all that 
earth can im^rt, and which " nothing earthly gives or 
can destroy.** The love of Jesus! lov% stronger than 
death, and more lasting than time; lei¥«^ which was 

* The author has h«fe, and in two other plaees, takeaa law 
lines irom another small {nihUcation of his own.. 
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manifested for me when he groaned on Calvary; 
and love, which would be manifested to me, infinite 
years beyond the day when it shall be said, The judg- 
ment is finished, the world, the sun, the stars, are no 
more. Adoption into the family of God, and the privil- 
ege of becoming a child of the Most High; the dear 
object of his eternal love, O precious blessing ! what 
more precious can even an archangel possessi what 
higher privilege ! what nobler honour! Can he go higher 
than to say, I am a child of God! O my soul, wonder 
and adore! The highest distinction of archangels them- 
. selves may be tl^ine; and thou mayest have the privil- 
ege of saying. Now, even in this dying world, am I a 
child'of God, and it doth not yet appear what I shall 
be; but I know, that when he shall appear, I shall be 
iike him, and see him as he is. Even here I may enjoy 
his kindness and his care; know him as my Father, and 
rejoice in him as my portion: even here may have an. 
interest in all his exceeding great and precious promises; 
and in the heights and depths, and lengths and breadths 
of his immeasurable and everlasting love. Even here 
I may look to Jesus as my elder brother, my friend, my 
{Saviour, my Shepherd, my forerunner, my guide, my 
guard, my boast, my bliss, my King, my God. But, 
beyond all the scenes of time, hie word reveals a bright- 
er world. There I may possess an inheritance incor^ ' 
ruptible, undeBled, and that fadethnot away; an inher- 
itance^ compared with wliose pure delights, the sweet- 
est earthly pleasure is but bitter pam — compared with 
whose wealth, the treasures of kinge are poverty itself 
— and compared with whose duration, ten thousan^d 
times ten thousand years are but as tlie twinlcling of an 
©ye. All this, and infinitely more th^n any tongne can 
express, or heart can conceive, I may possess. When 
Jesus invites me to go to him, and take his yoke, he 
invites me to make all this my own. And canst thou 
hesitate, O my soul, or canst thou delay ? Shall I re- 
fuse so kind an invitation? Shall I lose all these eternal 
treasures for the things of a moment, that perish in ihe 
using? O let me not act so base^ so foolish, so unprofit- 
able a part! I see, indeed, that Godliness is profitable 
for all things, and would be infinitely profitable to me; 
without it I had better never have been born; without 
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it I must bd a mere cumberer of the groumk Then my 
very being would be a curse to myself, and I should be 
a curse to my friends, and a curse to the world; but 
with it, in my humble sphere, I should ^'be enabled to 
glorify my God ; I should live to my biessed Redeemer, 
and might die leaning as it were, my languishing head 
for support upon his almighty arm. 

Great and blessed God; from revolving these things 
in my mind, to thee would I turn. let them not be 
lost upon me ! Let these precious blessings all be mine. 
Deny me other treasures, if thou wilt, but give me 
these. Let me win Christy and know him as mine, 
and know all the blessings which flow from his love, 
either on earth or in heaven, as also mine. Give*me 
the comfort of hope, the assurance of faith, and the 
heaven of holy love, that heaven in the soul on earth, 
which is the forerunner and the earnest of an eternal 
heaven, within me, and- around me, when time shall be 
no more. Let me not have merely a wavering hope, 
but a strong, unshaken confidence, that thou art my 
God — that thy promises are my charter — thy love my ' 
portion — thy kingdom my inheritance. While early 
religion is thus profitable, and honourable, and easy let 
it be my immediate choice. Let me not, by delay, 
make repentance more bitter, and conversion more 
difficult; but may I feel true humility and sorrow for 
having wasted, and worse than wasted, do much of my 
life; andag^in, let me intreat thee to give me grace* 
gladly to yield the rest to £bee; or if, compassionate 
Faiher, thou seest that I have been led to this happy 
choice, then confirm me in it, and never let sin or the 
world divide the bands which bind my soul to thee ; but 
may I be blest in Jesus, and humbly and faithfully 
cleave to him. Grant me but these blessings, and 
then make whatever pleases thee welcome tp me. Let 
alBictions be welcome, as the chastisement of thy hand; 
and pain, as sent to meeken me for the rest where 
there shall be no more pain. If thou art pleased to 
prplong my days, let life he welcome for the sake of 
living to my Lord; but if thou hast determined other- 
wise respecting me— if a few weeks, or months, are to 
finish my pilgrimage below, let even tarly death he 
welcome, as a speedier removal to eternal life; and 
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I^t those years which are taken from my mortal oourse 
be added to that eternal day to which, thou hast prom- 
ised to conduct all the humble followers of thy Son. 
Great God, thou seest nothing in me to add weight to 
these requests — and never wilt thou see such worthi- 
ness in a creature so unworthy; but grant them for his 
sake, whose blood was shed to wash away my sins. 
Amen* 



OBAVTBB ZZ. 

7*he Pleasantness of Early Piety. 

Sect. 1. The Scriptures represent Religion as a source of real 
joy.. .Sect. 2. That it is so, confirmed by the testimony of pious 
persons, who are the only competent judges in this case.... 
Sect. 8. Religion gives pleasure by giving peace. ...Sect. 4. 
Its various privileges and ordiuauces, a source of delight..,* 
Sect. 5. Its possessors find pleasure in reflection on past, 
and in anticipation' of future blessings.. ..Sect. 6. Religion 
yields pleasure even in the midst of pain.. ..Sect. 7. And in 
the day of death itself.. ..Sect. S. Prayer. 

Sect. 1. As another reason for early piety, I would 
now glance at some of the pleasures which true relig- 
ion yields. It is the common delusion of the world, 
that religion is a melancholy thing; unsuitable to the 
young and sprightly; and of such a nature, that it 
would blast all their pleasures; and render their lives 
dark and dreary. The word of God, on the other 
liand, describes true religion as the only source of real 
ctomfort; it is the only remains of Paradise below. 
That holy book declares, that the ways of wisdom are 
ways of pleasantness, and that all her paths are 
peace} It also tells us of joy and peace in believing ,•» 
<ii rejoicing in Ood ;^ rejoicing in the Lord always;* 
tii*reioieing in Christ, wtthjoy unspeakable, and full 
of glory 1^ of delighting in the Lord;^ of having glad- 
ness put into the hsart by his presence, superiour to that 
wiiich the mao of the world obtains from his corn and 

»FroT. Hi. 17. -2Rom. x^«.lS. ^^<m, v. 11. *Pbi!. w, 4. 
nPet.i. 8. »Ps.Mxvu. 4, 
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totne.' The Scriptures represent k as the Christianas 
portion, to possess* a peace tohieh ptuseth all under" 
Mtanding;^ i£ 9orrauf/ul to be always r^oidng^ to 
glory even in tribulation ;^^ an<l, even if tJie fig tree 
should not blossom, and there should be no fruit in the 
vine ; if the labour of the \olixie should fait, and the 
fields should yield no meat ; if the flocks should be cut 
off from the fold^ and there should be no herd in the 
« stall ; if, in short, famine and desolation were ravag- 
ing all around, still to rejoice in the Lord, and joy in 
tfZ God of his salvaUon.^^ 

Sect. 2. If, after this, you wish for human testimo* 
nies to the comforts which •true piety affords, you may 
have them in abundance; not that you should ask the 
men of the world. This would foe as absurd as to re* 
quest a man b^rn blind to describe to you the beatitiev'' 
of a fine prospect, though he had nevei: seen the tight; 
as he who never saw, cannot tell you what pleasure 
eight aflS^rds; as he who never heard, cannot describe 
to you the delights which fine music yields its admirers; 
no more can they who never knew religion, tell you 
w))at its pleasures are. But, would you know whether 
religion is the best source of happiness, ask those who 
possess it in reality. How many such would toll yoa» 
they never knew wnat true delight was till they found it 
in religion; how many such would unite their testimony 
witb that of a young person known to the writer^ on 
the evening a^cr her solemn admission into the church 
of Christ; « This has been a hapoy day to me; I hope 
1 shaH be faithful imto deaths ana then my last will be 
a happier." 

Sect. 3. True relieion, though it forbids conformity 
to this worM, and durects you to set your ailfections on 
the things above, yet forbids no lawful use of the in- 
nocent comforts of earth and time. It is true, it de- 
nies you the play-house, that hot-bed of vice, the li- 
centious romance, the silly novel, and those scenes of 
worldly revelry, which a poor deceived world call hap- . 
piness; yet these are not sources of real happiness, 
even to those who love them so well. On one occasioi^ 

JFi. IT. 7.S. iPhiliv. 7. «2Cgi^vi. 10. lORon. v. 8. 
iiHabakuk uL 17. 18. 
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•when 90in« of Colonel Gardiner's dissolute companions 
were congratulating him on his happiness in licentious 
dissipation, a dog happened to come into the room, and 
he could not forbear groaning inwardly; and saying to 
himself, ** O that I were that dogP' Such was his hap- 
piness, and such is, doubtless, that of thousands more. 
Early piety would give you the best pleasures. Through 
the knowledge of Jesus, you would have peace; peace 
within. Conscience, that else must be a troublesome 
monitor, would become a delightful friend; while the 
Holy Spirit would witness with your spirit, that you 
were a ciiild of God.^^ Peace with God is aiiother 
source of true delight, and this too would be yours; you 
might look upon the Most High as a tender Father and 
beloved friend, while to the careless sinner he is & 
dreadful foe. 

Sect. 4. Early piety would open to you another foun- 
tain of real pleasure, by forming your heart for the en- 
joyment of delights, far, far superior to those of sense. 
In communion with God, in meditation on divine prom- 
ises and love, the christian has those pleasures which 
he would not exchange for all the pleasures of the 
world. Even his tears of penitential grief afibrd him. 
more sincere delight than they find in all their noisy 
mirth. The public, as well as the private services of 
religion, also yield true delight to those who, partaking 
•f renewing grace, are capable of relishing the sacred 
pleasure. Hear how one who knew these pleasures 
could express his feelings : How amiable axe thy tab- 
ernacles, O Lord of Hosts ! My soul longethy yea^ 
even faintcth for the courts of the Lord ; my heart 
and my flesh cry out for the living God, Blessed are 
they that dwell in thy house ; they will be still prais^ 
ing thee — for a day in thy courts is better than a thoU' 
sand. I had rather be a door-keeper in the house of 
my God, than to dwell in the tents of wicicedness, O 
God, thou art my God ; early will I seek thee : my 
soul thirstethfor thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a 
dry and thirsty land, where no waier is ; to see thy 
power and thy glory so as I have seen thee in the sanc- 
tuary. Because thy loving kindness is better than 

^•Rom. viii. 16. 
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Ufe^ my Hpi 9hall prai$e thee. Thus Ufill I hUss thee " 
while I live ; / will lift up my hands in thy name ; 
my soul shall he satisfied ^ as with marrow and fat'-- 
ness ; and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful 
lips ; when I remember thee upon my bed^ and medi*^ 
tate on thee in the night watehes.* 

Sect. 6. In various other respects, the ways of wis- . 
dom are ways Of pleasantness. Is it pleasing to ^think 
of dangers escaped? early religion would give you ihiB^ 
satisfaction. Tou might, with wonder and delight, re-* 
fleet that God had snatched you from perdition — and 
that, though once an heir of wrath, the danger were^ 
over, and you an heir of heaven. Is it pleasant to* 
think of treasures obtained, and friends possessed.^ tkitf^ 
pleasure would be yours. You might read the long cat- 
alogue of the christian's blessings, and say of each^ 
** This is mine — this promise is made to me.** Yoxl 
might look upwards to the abodes of bliss, and ex- 
claim, ** There dwells the ever blessed Jehovah, and 
he is my God; there is the adored Immanuel, and he is 
my Saviour; those bright abodes, which lie far be- 
yond the reach of mortal sight, are my future home> 
the stars that adorn that spangled firmament, 

** Are glitterinif dust beneath the feet 
Of those who dwell with God." 

In heftlth and prosperity, you might say, « God gives 
me much here, but hrow much more have I hereafter; 
how much better are my treasures there t*' Or in pov- 
erty, sickness, and pain, you might smile and say, *' My 
all is not laid here.'* Sweet is it for a seaman that has 
escaped the storm, fixed on a rock, to smile on the 
waves that are beating beneath — but, O, it is far more 
8weM to smile at all the terrors of thooe, as vanquished 
enemies and bafiled foes! Who should be so happy as 
they who have a humble confidence that eternal hap- 
piness is theirs? Who should enjoy such peace as they 
who can look at death without fear, *nd view it as the 
path that leads their souls to Crod— to Jesus— -to heav- 
en — to glory, endless as that of then: Creator — and to 
happiness more real than sorrows are below? Who 

• Psalm Ixxiiv. ic 2. 4. 10. IxiU. 1. ^ 
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ilhould possess such solid comforts ks they who ckn 
turn their eyes to the grave, and dread not the prospect 
of lying there; wha can raise their thoughts to the- 
starry heavens, and rapturously consider that they shall 
outlive those glorious fires, and shine, adorned M'ith 
brighter glories, when stars and sun shall shine ne 
more? Who should be so happy as they who can con- 
template, without dread, that solemn period when the 
world shall bum, the trumpet sound, the Judge de- 
scend, the dead aWake, and happiness or misery inex- 
pressible, unchangeable, and eternal, become the loj 
of every human being? Go and look into an open grave, 
try to fancy it opened for you, and see whether you can 
imagine this with peace and composure. If you can- 
not, learn that all your delights do not make you hap- 
py, for into the dreaded grave you must ere long de- 
scend; and thousands, possessed of the blessings of 
humble piety, have trodden that gloomy path with sat- 
isfaction, and desired to depart, and be with phrist. 

Is it pleasant thus to look forward with sweet antici- 
pation to future scenes of happiness? This source of 
pleasure would become yours, if a possessor of early 
piety. Is it pleasant to have a friend ready to welcome 
us when a long journey is ended*? Jesus is the young 
christian's friend; he waits on the distant shore of heav- 
en. In their passage through the river of death, he will 
uphold his humble friends, and welcome them to glory 
on their arrival there. The christian, toa, indulges the 
pleasing hope of re-u*ion there, with the pious friendsr 
he has loved below. He can contemplate the happy 
bands above — Patriarchs and Prophets, Apostles and 
Martyrs, and numbers to the world unknown, who have 
loved the Lord, and won the promised crown; and 
among them he, perhaps, enumerates some once dear, 
still dear to himself, who have finished their pilgrim- 
a.qje, and whom he hopes to meet again, when he shall 
finish his. O, happy meeting! 0, blissful prospect! 
Would not you possess it? and when you reach the 
close of life, do not you desire the pleasures of pant- 
ing for the skies; the pleasures of being able to ap- 
peal to the Lord, that you have humbly loved him! 
Do you not wish to say at last, ** Gracious Redeemer, 
on^thee I rest my hoped; my best obedience has been 
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too imperfect— »y most faithful duties stained with tofr 
much imperfection — my love tbo cold — my thankfulness 
too weak; yet I expect eternal life, for it tras purcba»<» 
cd for me by thy blood: I ipok to heaven; it was se- 
cured for me by thy merits^ thy eufferinge, and thy 
death. Gracious Lord, thine be the honour whil^ tjie 
infinite advantage is mine. It yields me pleasure 
now, to know that thou seest that I love thee, and have 
loved thee from my early days. Thou hast seen me 
truly thine, imperfect as 1 am; and though I have often, 
offended thee, yet I bless thy name, that I have beea 
kept from dishonouring thee, by those numerous aj;d 
dark crimes, which I should have committed if I bad 
not remembered thee betimes. Though I have not 
done my duty, and am an unprofitable siervant, yet I 
know thou wilt not forget the little services of my 
youth, and those of my riper years; but I look forward 
with joyful hope, to the time when I jshall see thee as 
thou art! and though my time is almost finished, yet I 
rejoice in the sweet prospect of passing eternity in thy 
presence; and there will I cast at thy feet, that crown 
which I have in expectation, and which was bought 
with thy blood?" 

Sect. 6. True piety is pleasant, for it is a source of^ 
pleasure, even in the midst of pain. Man is bom to 
sorrow as the sparks fly upward ; and though many young 
persons seem to suppose that that world which has been 
a storm to others, shall be a calm to them, yet experi- 
ence soon removes the delusion. No situation on earth 
Gfin give perfect peace. Even the most peaceful and 
happiest dwellings, \vhere love and harmony ever abide, 
cannot supply that blessing, for into them pain has its 
avenue, and death its entrance; death, that dissolves 
the fondest ties, and takes away the life that is dearer 
than oju" own. But no afHiction can bcfal the true 
^istian, under which his Redeemer will not ffivo him 
suitable support and consolation. Some time track, a 
gentleman, well known in the religious world, was in- 
vitejd to visit an indigent man deeply ai!licted; and gave, 
the following account of what he witnessed: * On en- 
tering the cottage^ I found him alone, his wife having 
gone to nrocure iiim nnlk from a kind neighbour. I 
was st(^ticd at the eight of a pale, 9ffiaciftt«»d.«iN>> a 



d by Google 



178 

Kving image of death, fastened upright in a chair, bf 9. 
rude meclianism of cords and belts, hanging from the 
ceiling. He was totally unable to move either hand or 
ibot, having more than four years been entirely depri- 
ved of the use of his linibs, yet th^ whole time sufiering 
•«]^treme anguish from swellings at all his joints. Aa 
-floon as I had recovered a little from my surprise at see- 
ing so pitiable an object, I asked, ** Are you left aIoite» 
ji^y friend, in this deplorable situation?" "No, sir," re- 
plied he, in a touchingly feeble tbne of mild resignation* 
(nothing but his lips and his eyes moving while he spake,) 
'*' / am not alotie, for God i$ with me,'* I asked him 
if he ever felt tempted to repine under the pressure of so 
long-continued and heavy a calamity ? " Aat for the last 
ihree vearsy** said he, ** blessed be God lor it!" the 
eye of faith sparkling, and giving life to his pallid coun- 
tenance, while he made the declaration; ** for I have 
learned from this book in whom to believe: and though 
J am aware of my weakness and unwortltinesF, I am 
-persuaded that he will not leave me, nor forsake me. 
And so it is that when my lips are closed with locked jaw, 
and I cannot speak to the glory of God, he enables me 
to sing his praises in my heart** 

Sect. 7. My young friend, are not such hopes, such 
prospects as have been mentioned, sources of real pleas- 
ure 1 If you are a follower of the world, what is there 
m all your vain delights that can bear any comparison 
with tkat holy peace^ that pure delight, which flows 
• from the love of God, and a hope full of immortality ! 
If you, yourself, perceive no charms in these pleasures, 
ask those who have tried them, what support and de^^ 
light they yield even in the last awful hours of life. Cro to 
the sick bed of the humbte belie vei'^ay, " Poor sufler- 
er, can you find comfort in the midst of anguish ?'* 
** Yes," says one, •* I have pain, but I have peace, I 
have peace."* ** What, can you contemplate death 
itself, with comfort ?" ** Yes,'* replies another, ** I 
bless God, I can lie down with comfort at night, not 
being solicitous whether I awake in this world or anoth- 
er."! But they who made these declarations had reach- 
ed advanced life* Go, then, to the sick-bed of the dy* 

♦ Baxter. t Watts. 
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ing youth; aek him, '* Can you feel any pleasure wkiler 
sickness blasts all the joyous prospects which the young 
possess, and threatens you with an early tomb?" Let 
one reply, who being dead yet speaks, ** O, that I could 
but let you know wh^t I now feel! O that I could shew 
you what 1 see ! that I could express the thousandth 
part of that sweetness that I now find in Christ ! yoa 
would all then think it well worth while to make it your 
business to be religious. Q, my dear friends, ye little 
think what Christ is worth upon a death-bed. I would- 
not for a world, nay, for millions of worlds, be now 
without Christ and a pardon. I would not for a world- 
live any longer : the yery thoughts of a possibility of 
re<50very makes me even tremble. Come, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly. Death, do thy worst ! Death hath lost 
its terribleness. Death, it is nothing; death is nothing, 
(through grace) to me. I can as easily die as shut my 
eyes, or turn my head and sleep— I long to be with 
Christ— I long to die. O that you did but see and feel 
what I do ! Come and behold a dying man more cheer- 
ful than ever you saw any healthful man in the midst of 
his sweetest enjoyments. O sirs, worldly pleasures are, 
pitiful, poor sorry things, compared with one glimpse of 
this gloiy, which shines so strongly into my soul ! O, 
why should any of you be so sad, when I am so glad ! 
This, this is the hour that I have waited for."* Or now 
ask the pious young woman, who, while others of her 
age are flaunting away in vanity and folly, lies on the 
bed of pain and suffering ; say to her, *'Is religion 
pleasant in your esteem ?" y Yes," she might reply,. 
**yes, I am very happy; I would not change situation; 
with any one living. Do not weep for me, I have no 
wish to live ; if I might have life by wishing for it, I 
should rather choose to die, and go to my Redeemer." 
*• I long to go home." *• I am truly happy, and if this 
be a dying, it is a pleasant thing to die.** "Not for 
all the world, not for a thousand worlds would I be re- 
stored to health, "t The purport offthese expressions 
%vas actually uttered by two young ladies, neither of 
whom completed her sixteenth year. O happy they who 
learn so soon, so well to die ! and could you follow 

* Janeway. . f EU2?a Cuniiinghain, jnd Eliza M-— — 
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tiiese to the triumphant family ahave, an^ see that 
.glory which no heart conceives, then might a heavenly ' 
voice say to you, '* Hither lead the despised and neg- 
lected, but pleasant paths of «arly piety." My young 
friend, shall they lead you there ? Can y«u be truly 
happy in any other way ? Can you be happy too soon 
in this ? surely you cannot too soon become acquaint- 
ed with real pleasure. Seek it, then, at once; O seek 
it in the love of your Redeemer, and the favour of your 
<3od. 

Ji Prayer i imploring Iht phOBures ef Early Religion, 

Ever blessed Ood, thou art thyself infinitely happy;' 
thy presence gladdens the holy hosts of heaven; and 
thy word discovers the way by which, 1, a child of dust, 
may pass from toilsome life to never-ending rest! May 
I, throng the Lord Jesus, receive from thee that grace 
which will make me, in these my early yoars, a partak- 
er of all the sweet comforts that religion yields. May 
I possess that pure delight, that holy joy, that stead- 
fast peace, which flow frOm humbly believing on a cru* 
cified Saviour. May I view him as GOD MY SAV- 
IOUR; and may my spirit rejoice in him, with joy uiu 
-Bpeakahl^arid fuU of glory. While many of the young 
around me ' grasp seeming happiness, and lind it pain/ 
court pleasure, and win perdition ; may I obtain solid 
peace, and rest, and happiness in thee. Lord, lift thou 
up the light of thy countenance upon me« and cheer me 
with thy smile. Give me, O my God« a humble assur- 
ance that I am thinej and may I look backward with 
pleasure oh dangers escaped; and praise thee, for bring- 
ing me from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan to thyself. Number me with thy saints; and let 
me, in delightful anticipation^ ^contemplate future 
scenes. By &ith may I see Salem's golden towers, and 
heaven's eternal mansions; may I behold the blood- 
bought crowns., the palms of victory, and-robes of light, 
designed for those who follow Jesus, aod who are faith- 
ful «mto death. Let me live, rejoicing in « him as my 
ipiide., my -Saviour, my all; and let me die, by the eye 
(Of faith discerning him waiting on the heavenly shore, 
to welcome me to himself, and to introduce me into thy 
presence with exceeding joy. And .^ill tb^t solemn 910^ 
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ment arrives, when J must exchange tiriie for eternity, 

grant that I may find the ways of early wisdom the 
Tvays of true pleasantness, ancf paths of most solid peace! 
May my heart be attuned for devotion, my soul be 
transformed to relish the sacred pleasures, and to delight 
in the holy exercises of meditation, praise, and prayer. 
Thus may I have meat to eat, which the world knows 
not of; pleasures of Which they cannot partake ; and 
may it be my meat and drink to do my Father's will. 
Let me find in thy promises, consolations more valuable 
than 'a thousand worlds. In serving and loving thee, in 
communion with thee, and in afiticipatiilg thy kingdom, 
may I t|iste, ev^n in this world, some humble foretaste 
of the jpy to be possessed hereafter. 

Blessed Redeemer, I look to thee. To thee would I 
come, riot merely for life, but for happinesis also. May 

1 draw water with joy, from th$ wells of salvation* 
Give me to drink from that fountain, of which thou hast 
said, TVhosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him, shall never ihirst; but the water that I shall 
give him, shall be in him a well of water, springing 
up into everlasting life. May I partake of this water, 
and thirst no more; but feeling through thy grace, an 
ever-flowing spring of holy joy in my own soul, may I 
look with indifference on the boasted delights of a vain 
world. Whatever happens to me, let not my heart be 
troubled, but believing in God, and believing in thee, 
may I find the light afflictions, which are but for a 
moment, to or king foi me a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory.^ Qrant this, O thou most 
compassionate Saviour, to me one of the most unwor- 
thy of thy creatures, and thine shall be tho praiae. 

» 2 Cor. ¥.17. 
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OBAVTamxzx. 

The happy eoneJuBum of a reHgiona life, a iMtive for 
early piety, 

Skct. 1. Religion yields the tniest support in the hour of death. 
8. 2. Holy triumph over death, exemplified in the history of 
tlie apostle Paul....8. 8. Happiness of such a departure from 
the world.... 3. 4. Various instances of the happy conclusion 
of a life of early piety.. ..s. 5. Tike young reader is assisted to 
contemplate what may be his own peaceful departure, if he 
possess the blessings of Religion.... s. 6. And what hii happy 
entrance on the eternal world.... a. 7. The reader urged to 
meditate on these things, and on the solemn, but, to the cbris* 
tian, joyful solemnities of eternal judgment. 

Sect. 1. It is, my young friend, the peculiar excel- 
lence of religion, that its blessings jrield most support 
when that support is needed most. The humble chris- 
tian does not love a forgetful God. They whose 
strength and prime are devoted to their Maker's glo- 
ry, will experience his presence and support when 
weakness and languor overcome the powers of nature ; 
when their flesh amd heart ^il ; and when death is at 
hand, to remove them to tie eternal world. If you 
remember your Creator in these your blooming days, 
he will remember this kindness of your youth through 
all the scenes of your following life; and he will remem- 
ber you for good, M'hen you come to lie down and die. 
Death is approaching; and when all sublunary objects 
can yfeld you no support, God would remember that, in 
you, he had a child conflicting with the last foe; and 
you might, with pleasure, think 

** Though unseen by human eye. 
My Redeemer's hand is ni/^h ; 
He has spread salvation's hght 
Far within the vale of night.*' 

Though death is naturally dreadful to maD, yet m«Dj o£ 
the young disciples of the Lord have passed, with calm 
composure, or holy joy, through its dark valley to the 
realms of everlasting day. 

Sect. 2. Yon are called on to imitate those VDho^ 
through faith and patience, are inheriting the prom* 
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Ues. Takd then a view of the coocluding scene of the 
life of one, whe was once a persecutor, and afterwards 
an apostle, and who in At> youth became a disciple of 
the Lord's. Think not that in referring you to the 
apostle Paul's departure, as an example of holy triumph 
over death, I refer you to that of too elevated a char- 
acter. Like you, he was but man. Like you, was 
once a sinner. The same blood that washed away his 
sins, may blot out yours. The Saviour, who was his 
all, is willing to be yours. The grace he possessed-, 
you may obtain. The strength by which he conquered, 
vou may enjoy. The spirit, that made a temple of hia 
heart, is willing to make one of yours. Though not 
called with a call miraculous as his, though not employ- 
ed in labours important as those in which his life was 
spent, yet you may be dear. to his Lord; entitled to the 
same supports and privileges; and an heir of the same 
blessings as he. 

Long had this blessed apostle been, like his Lord, a 
man of so]:rows. Sufierings had embittered his life, and 
his years had been worn out in labours; at length the 
end arrived, when he might take a farewell to earth; 
and he did so with a calmness worthy the IvBir of a bet- 
ter world. His triumphaift language was. The time of 
my departure i$ at hand ; I have fought a good fight; 
J have finished my eo^&se ; / have kept the faith ; 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of rights 
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge shall 
give me at that day; and not to me only, but unto €Ul 
them also that love his appearing.^ J know in whom 
I have believed ; and am persutuied that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto him against 
that day.* We may imagine this happy man . looking 
round on the world he was about to quit, as a world 
which concerned him no longer. He could smile at its 
hatred, and pity its happiness. A brighter, a better, 
and an eternal scene lay before him. Yes, we may 
imagine him looking back on past scenes of suffering 
and labour; retracting, in his thoughts, many a weary 
step, and many a painful hour, and then rapturously 
exclaiming, *• This is all over now; my course is finish* 

»2 Tiia. ir. 18. «8Tim.i.J2. 
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^d; the victoiy is won; my dangers are passed; I have 
kept the faith. In vain would earth or hell attempt 
to excite one ^ear, or raise one doubt within my breast. 
I know in whom I have trusted. I know that Jesus is 
my Saviour, and an eternal weight of glory mine. I 
know that God is 'my portion — heaven ray home — and 
that a few more days will land me safely there!" 

Sect. 3. O my young friend, let me tell you, and tell 
you seriously, that you must die; and unless you ob- 
tain the consolations of religion, must know their im- 
portance when too late. Think, then, that thus, in 
your case, early piety might disarm death of its terrors, 
and drive away the cloud of gloom that hangs over the 
grave. Thus might you also leave this world of vani- 
ty, assured of an interest in Jesus, and of everlasting 
rest. O happy, happy they who thus can die ! happy 
they who so peacefully depart in blooming youth, or 
withering age, fi:om scenes of sorrow, or from scenes 
of comfort ! still happy they, who die blessed in an ii/i- 
seen Saviour's love ; and soon to be blessed by ^present 
Saviour's gracious welcome to the abodes of glory f 
Happy they indeed, beyond all thought and expression! 
beyond the power of mortal tongues to tell, or of nar- 
row time to utter! Let the vain world. keep its posses- 
sions! let ^he fashionable and the gay enjoy their short- 
lived gayety, and quickly ending pleasure ! Let tho 
wealthy exult in their stores, and the noble in their 
honours I these are not the happy. The solemn death-^ 
bed, where the humble, faithful disciple of Jesus ha^ 
lain, has often afibrded a happier spectacle than the- 
most happy ever beheld in scenes of worldly rev^ 
elry and pleasure. Many followers of the world may 
be found professedly happy while sporting amidst the 
gayeties of this life, but where one so when leaving 
them forever.^ Many cheerful in the worM, but where 
one when going out of it? They may be cheerful livingf 
but the christian can be so when dying too. 

Perhaps you look on death as dreadful ; but many acf 
young as you have met it without a fear and without a 
wish to stay longer here, have passed through that im- 
portant hour to life, to happiness, to Jesus, heaven, 
and God. Wbai causes the difference between them 
ind you? Is it not this; they knew in whom they had 
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believed, and, knowing this, knew also that heaven waiT 
their home ? O my young friend, embrace that gospel » 
whose blessings formed their support! Then if life, that 
inost uncertain of all uncertain things, should end tong 
before you expect its conclusion, it will not enff before 
you are found ready for a better. 

*' On |WTent knees, a holpleas, new bom child. 
Weeping thou lat'st, while all around thee smilM ; 
So liv:e, that, sinking in thy last long sleep» 
Calm thou may'st smile, when all around thee weep." 

Sect. 4. You have seen with what sublime triumph 
the apostle Paul bade farewell to all sublunary things; 
but it is not merely apostles and martyrs that have pas- 
sed triumphantly into eternity. Many of the youn^ 
disciples of the Lord have died with as much compos-, 
ure, and as much holy joy as they. 

On the 17th of April, 180S, died Mr. H. S. Golding, 
in the 24th year of his age. When he felt the approach 
of death, he is stated to have uttered these rapturous 
expressions: — ** I find now it is no delusion! My hopes 
are well founded! Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nei- 
ther hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive tha 
glory I shall shortly partake of! 9ead your Bible! I shall 
read mine no more; — no more need it!" When his broth- 
er sajd to him, ** You seem to enjoy foretastes of hea- 
ven." ** 0," replied he, *' thia is no longer foretaste— 
this is heaven! I not only feel the climate, but breatheC 
the air of heav#n, and soon shall enjoy the company 1 
Can this be dying? This body seems no longer to be- 
long to the soul! it appears only as a curtain that cov- 
ers it ; and soon I shall drop this curtain, and be set at 
Kberty!" Then, putting his hand to his breast, he ex- 
claimed, ** I rejoice to feel these bones give way!" re^ 
rating it, <* I rejoice to feel these bones give way, as 
tells me I shall be with my God in glory!" 

The last words that he was heard to utter were, 
« Glory, glory,, glory!"* 

An eminent christian, who had lon^ followed heaven- 
ly things,^hen dying of a most pamiiil disease, thus 
expressed his inward peace .: ^ It is losg since I turned 

^ Back's Anecdote, T^l. 9: 
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• . I 

&om corruptible things, and dave to those which are 
laid up in heaven. My God,.my soul thirsteth for thee, as 
the parched ground. When shall I present myself before 
the face of God.? All delay seems long to me till Christ 
oome, for whom, notwithstanding, I wait without im- 
patience. Through the grace of God, I am not tired. 
I wait, I believe, I persevere; patience is much better 
than knowledge. Though it delay my joy, it sets me 
on the way to it. The sense of divine love increaseth 
in me every moment. My pains are tolerable, but my 
joy is inestimable. I have now no desires but after 
heavenly things. ' My dying work is a conflict; but, yet 
it is sweet, because of the consolations of the Spirit of 
God, which abound with me. My soul, thou hast striven 
enough ; rest now in God thy Saviour ; time passeth, 
and we pass away with it ; but 1 am confirmed and 
strengthened by the grace of God every hour. My body 
sufiers, but my soul is abundantly comforted. The Lord 
is my shepherd ; I shall want nothing. His rod, and 
his staff, shall lead me safely through this short valley 
of the shadow of death. The sharper my pains are, I 
. am nearer to my deliverance. I have no more to do, 
but to give up my soul into the hands of God. As for 
me, my meat is to do the will of God, and happily to 
run out the course of my life. I am refreshed with ho- 
ly and heavenly food. * Death is swallowed up in tJtc- 
tory. Thanks he to God, who has given us the victo^ 
ry through our Lord Jesus Christ.' My strength faila 
me more and more; but my soul is strong and joyful.* 
His wife having perceived the near appearances, of 
death in him, bade him "farewell," saying, ** Dear 
heart, enter cheerfully into life evorlasting." He re- 
plied, ** Yes, yes, I go to my God, and your God. Wo 
are all gainers. I go before you, and you shall follow. 
We shall be caught up together to meet the Lord in 
the air, and so shall we be for ever with the Lord. I 
am ready, I am ready. Come, Lord Jesus, open, opea 
the gate to thy servant."* 

Catharine Bretterg, in her childhood, sought her Grod. 
She loved the Scriptures and the Sabbath. , Her daily 
exercise was prayer, reading, and meditation. Her de- 
light was in the righteous. Her conscience was tender; 

♦ Buck's Anecdotes, Vol. 8. , , 
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Which many 8<f much delight. She was patient, mild, 
persevering, and benevolent ; and soon did her Kedeem- 
«W remove her to his kingdom of glo?y. Before she h«4 
trompteted her twenty-second year, sh^ was taken ill of 
a fever, which terminated her mortal course. In this 
vjiwt illness she Endured a severe inward conflict, but at 
tength appeared" more than conqueror. The day be- 
tfere her death she lay with a cheerful countenance, ad 
one in transports of spirit, and her lips overflowed with 
the praises of God. Her husband reading some portions^ 
of Scripture to her, when he read, ** The glory that 
thou gavest me I have given them, that they may be 
one, as we are one;*' with transport of joy flhfe said,. 
•** I confess before the Lord his loving kindness, and his 
M^onderfnl wtvks before the sons of men,. for he has 
vatisfiad my soul, and filled myliungry soul with good- 
ness." When he read, ** Father, I will that they whom 
thou hast given me be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my glory;" **Stay," said she,- *^ let me 
ineditate- on the- goodness of the Lord, for this is the 
eweetest saying that ev^r came to my soul; for now V 
perceive -and feel that the countenance of Christ my 
Redeemer is turned towards me, and the bright shining 
beams of his mercy are spread over me. O happy am^^ 
I, that ever I was bom to see this blessed day I Praise,^ 
praise, O praise the Lord for his mercies ! O my Sav- 
iour, shall I be one with thee, as thou art one with the 
. Father ? wilt thou glorify me with that glory thou hadst 
nifith tho Father before the world was ? and dost thoH 
so love me, dust and ashes^to make me partaker of 
glory with thee? What am F, poor wretch, that thou 
urt 80 mindfW of me? how wonderfid, how wonder-, 
fhi, how wonderfiil is thy loveT thy love is unspeak- 
able ! O 1 feel thy mercies! and Othat my tongue and 
iieart were able to soOnd forth thy praises as I ought,. 
•and willingly would ! O help me to praise the God of 
all consolations !" Thus shot continued, for the space 
of five hours,- praising the Lord with a cheerful and^ 
heavenly countenance,- using such phrases as ** my 
Lord God, blessed be thy name for evermore ! Thou 
h«it shewn me the path of life. Thou didst, O Lord,, 
for a little season, hide thy foce from me ; but with 
tverlasting m^y thou haat had <|j:^i]^^km on me. 
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Thmi tri com with falnesa of joy, wad abu&daRce €i 
-coDsoIationB. Help me, O help me to praiee the Lord!" 
, When she was oear.h^r end, her strength and voic^ 
being very feeble, she liifted up her eyes, and, with ft 
-sweet countenance and sliU voice, said, ** My toarfarei 
is accomplished, and my iniquities are pardoned, Lord^ 
*v>hom have I in heaven but thee? Jind J have none an 
earth besides theef My. flesh faileth, and my heart 
also; but Ghd is the strength pf my heart also; and 
■iny portion forever. He that preservetb Jacob, and de- 
iendeth Israel, is my God, and will guide me unto*death. 
Direct me, Lord my God, and keep my somI in safety." 

Soon after she bad expressed these words, she yielded 
•up her soul in peace to her Creator.* 

My young friend, if you have not coraiBitted your sou! 
-to Jesus, will you still hesitate to do so ? Perhaps your 
time for doing so is almost gone. Perhapa your days oT 
health and vigor are almost fled. Perhaps* you now see 
your iast summer, or^your last winter; the winter of the 
^rave may be your next. Is any thing so ipiportant that 
it should lead you, for a singly Itour, to neglect that Sar 
viour whose favour will concern you forever? how 
:gladly would millions who were once the great, the no- 
ble, the wealthy, the young, thj3 sprightly, and the gay, 
who once shone in the ball-room, and glittered in the 
theatre, welcome another day of ^race, like that you now 
^njoy ! O how gladly would millions, who were such 
but twenty or thirty years ago, now flee from the wrath 
to come ? but ah ! they cannot ; their day is past ; but 
you may, and let me hope ypu do, embrace the gospel; 
•and let me, as it were, take you by the band, and lead 
you forward to future scenes. 

Sect. 5. Tou must die; yet, if possessed of a hun^ble 
assurance that JesUs is your Saviour, you may die in p^eace; 
and when that hour comes, which has been passed with 
comfort by thousands who were safe in Jesus, and with 
•terror by millions who were not, you undismayed ma^ 
meet that solemn hour. Then, when languishing in your 
last sickness, you may wiuh for nothing less, and iezf 

* For numerous instances of the triumphs- of Religion ia t)>e 
bour of death, see Middleton's Biographia Evanfolica, 4 vols. 
8vo.; or Gibbon's Memoirs of Pious Women, 3 voli. 8vo;oc, 
to tee a number in a little eonapaHs, Pike's. CoosglatioaaoflGQS- 
-pel Tntfh, 2 -^ob. Idpao. d g t zed by L^oogle 
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nothing more, tban recovery and longer life. O I wheii 
this scene of vanity is ending; when all your ornaments 
must be changed for a shroud, and all the amusements 
of youth, or the cares of riper years, for the solemnities 
of the eternal world, then, indeed, will ,early piety appear 
a blessing past expression. Then all that you are eager 
for now, will have vanished like a dream; the pleasures 
and the griefs, the cares and the hopes of youth, and life 
■will be no more; but the blessings of religion will not 
have fled away. Then, when the last sands of life are run- 
ning out, you may gladly say, These solemn painful days, 
" Will waft me quickly o'er 

This life's tempestuous sea. 
And bring me to the peaceful shore 

Of blest eternity." 

And when you reach the very borders of that awful and 
amazing state, as, with an angel's eye, you might survey 
a vanishing world, and take your last adieu of earth and 
lime — ** Farewell, ye scenes of imperfection ! Farewell, 
fol'v, sin, and vanity ! Farewell, all that once I knew — - 
t!:e spots I trod — the places where I dwelt^-the scenes 
endeared by friendly converse — the retreats made sacred 
by fouthful devotion — all farewell ! I go where joy for- 
ever reigns. I go where sickness never comes. I go 
where death is never known. I go where perfection 
and purity, happiness and endless life, shall be my long, 
long portion. I go from mortal to immoi-tal things; from 
d_>ing men to the living God; from fickle mortals to the 
steadfast Saviour; from sinful creatures to joyful saints 
and holy angels. Adieu, vain world of cares, and doubts, 
and fears; yet sacred world, where heaven was made my 
portion ! Adieu, thou weary seat of troubles and imper- 
fections; yei endeared region, where the Saviour's love 
dawned upon my soul; and glory, honour, and immortal- 
ity, became my inheritance ! Adieu for ever, departing 
■world, adieu ! But ! welcome, ye blessed spirits, that 
come to convey me to my God ! Welcome, my Saviour's 
gracio'is call to his abode ! welcome ye blissful scenes of 
peace, and love, and joy, and praise ! Welcome, heav- 
en ! Welcome, everlasting life ! 

Sect. 6. At length your last conflict ends — your pulse 
stops — to beat no more forever — ^your last hour comes — 
and goes — and you have done with the world for ever. 
Your tongue is silent — ^your eyes are closed — the silver 



qprd ,is loosjOdv and,th9, gpldcn bowl is broken — surrouivd* 
jng friends look not on you, but on. your lifeleas clay — 
tlie soul is gone — gone to otber scenes — to an unchang- 
ing, eternal world. Oh, my young friend ! dark and dis-. 
xnal as thi? hour appears to the eye of sense, if you are, 
|bund in Jesus it will not he so to you; but when your 
last painful. struggle is over, in a happier world' will your 
departed spirit i^nid that the bles¥>ed Jc«!us did not forget 
the kindness of your youth. Then will your triumph9, 
begin. Others may hear your, parting groan, your expir- 
W^ sigh, while you triumphantly pass into your Redeem- 
er's presence. Q blessed change, when iQortals weep 
because a friend, is dead, but angels. exult because a friend, 
has entered real life ! Those who loved you may com- 
pjain, ** Alas! our bejoved friend is dead to-:day,!" But, 
could we hear the words of angels, should we not haar. 
such expressions as. these — ** Another heir of glory has 
Txow begun, to live— has left all sorrows for endless joys, 
-^the sad chamber of sickness for these blessed mansions! 
of heaven —weeping mortal friends for Jesus and for God; 
and now is this happy spirit with the Lord of Glory, who, 
a few hours ago, was a prisoner in a feeble, diseased, and 
dying body I*' 

. Sect. 7. my youthful reader, if all the other ad van- 
tages of early piety were to vanish ia a. moment, surely^ 
these sKould be sufficient to lead you tp make humble 
religion your lasting, onjy choice. A few hasty years, at 
longest, must lay you in jlhe dust; bijt think* of such an. 
entrance into, glory, and of an eternal dwelling there!' 
Tbink,of the joy with which, after a life of humble reli- 
gion, 3»our spirit would ascend into the presence of your 
Saviour, even before your forsaken body was committed 
to the grave, even before your lifeless limbs were stiflTeo- 
ed with.th^ cold of xleath ! Thmkof the congratulations 
of the holy saints and martyrs that fled to hoaven. before 
you, and of their warm welcome on your arrival there I 
ThinH oi the. approving smile of your Bedeemer. and your 
Gpd ! that smiJe which would. repay, in- one. hour, the: 
labours of .(en thousand years. Think of the delightful 
word^*, ** Come thou blessgd !" Think of the joy with, 
i^hich^ you would behnl() the'Gfod you loved, and the Sa- 
viour you trusted ! And O think of that great day when, 
tiii^ divine Redeomer, before an as^embl^ world, would 
Qxt .you the crv wft P-'^&loiy » that fa^eth not away! Then^ 
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yon, a shiping inhabitant of heaven, would see without 
concern, the sun turned into darkness, and the moon 
cease to shine; the stars fall from heaven, and the heav- 
ens vanish away; and when the last trumpet shaU have 
proclaimed that time shall be no more, you might rejoice*, 
that though time had ended, eternity will never end; that 
though earthly pleasures proved a dream, heavenly de- ^ 
light will endure forever and forr^ver; and you might 
add, *« This eternity, this heaven is mine !'* 

And now, thou God of Grace, let not those who read 
these pages be unmoved by motives so powerfbl, that 
they should soften even hearts of stone, but by thy Spirit 
make them successful; for without him even these will 
be urged in vain. Pity the young, that may be careless • 
of these solemn truths; lead them to the Saviour. Then 
shall they 6nd him their friend in life, in death, and at 
judgment, and for ever; and thee their God through 
endless days. For Jesus' sake, thus bless them, O thou 
compassionate Lord of all ! 



OIQCAPTBR ZZXX. 

The happy termination oftheyoun^ christian^ course, 
a motive for early Piety, 

Sect. 1. Eternal Jud^etit....Sect. 2. The reader reminded 
that he must then receive his doom, and that the young chris- 
tian will even then be unutteFably triumphant and happy.... 
Sect. 8. Brief notice of the separate state of the soul previous 
to.the judgment day. ...Sect. 4. Haj>py entrance of the soul 
on its la^"^ rest.. ..Sect, 5. Heaven.... Sect. 6. The Chris- 
tian's btessedness eternal. ...Sect. 7. the vanity of the world 
and the itfiiportance of eternity illustrated, by a reference to 
the history df Paul and Agrippa. Prayer. 

Sect. 1. Having, my'y»upg friend, endeavoured t* 
persuade you to embrace early religion, by a view of the 
scenes through which you must pass on this side the grave, 
let nfe now beseech you to contemplate the awful and 
infinitely important scenes beyond that solemn bound of 
earthly things. 

Already you have glanced at the tremendous day of 
general judgment; yet, fop a few rnonients more, tura. 
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your thoughts to •* that day for which all other days were 
made.*' That day, while it covers the wicked with 
confusion, will realize the young christian's fondest hopes. 
You must behold all its solemnities. Then God shall 
bring every work into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.^ We 
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christy 
that etyeiy one may receive the things done in the body^ 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad.^^ But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night; in which the heacens shall pass away with 
a great noise^ and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat; and the earth also, and the works that are there- 
in, shall bs burnt up. Seeing, then, that all these 
things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought 
ye to be, in all holy conv>ersation and godliness V idnd 
I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, 
from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; 
and there was no place for them. And I a aw the dead, 
small and great, stand before God: and the books were 
opened: and another book was opened, which is the 
hook of life: and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, according to 
their works :^ When the son of man shall come m his 
glory, and all 'the holy angels with him, then shall he 
sit upon the throne of his glory; and before him shall 
be gathered all nations; and he shall separate them 
one ftom another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep 
from the goals, and he shall set the sheep on his right 
hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall the King 
say unto them on the right hand. Come, ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world, I'hen .shall he say unto 
them on the left. Depart from me, ye cursed, i0tto ever- 
lasting fire prepared for the devil and his anget^'. And 
these sJiall go away into everlasting punishmet; but 
the righteous into life eternalJ How solemn is this 
representation — how infinitely «o will be the reality f 
Here is an assembled world — afl generations are met at 
once — -around are countless angels, spectators of the great 
event— there is the Lord of heaven, enthroned a» the 

»Ecclos. xii. 14. « 2 Cor. v. 10. IJ. 3 2 Pet. i. 10, 11. 
♦Rev. XX. U, 12. 6Matt. xxv. 81, &c. , .^^^.^ 
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^utige eternal. Whh the same ease as a sBepherd cljs-r 
tinguiehes a,ixd parts his E>heep and goats, does the Judga 
divide this mignty multitude, and then pronounces thaC 
doom which will make heaven's eternal mansions rinfif 
with praise, or hell's tremendous dungeons yell with 
horror. 

Sect. 2. Before that judgment throne you and I most 
meet; there must I account for the molives that have 
influenced me in writing these pages, and you for thd- 
improvement that you have made of them. How hap- 
pily \i411 you meet that day, if now you listen to yonr 
God, and choose the path of early piety and peace ! It 
you now remember your Creator and yom* Saviour, h» 
will remember you in infinite mercy then; for, bound* 
less grace! the eternal Judge will then delight to hon- 
our those who honoured him betimes below. If you 
eould now behold the Lord in that glory, what trifles 
would all that life can give appear, compared with hi^ 
favour! Small would seem the value of the universe, in 
comparison of hearing from his lips, *• Come thou bhs8» 
ed!** Riches, pleasures, joys, splendour, would be van- 
ity itself ; the passing shadow not so empty, nor tkfr 
flying feather half so light. Even crowns ^nd kingdoms, 
and all for which the soul is negh&ct«d> would appear 
80 worthless, that you would not raisfr^4 finger to gaiR 
them all. If you partake of his grace here, you will 
■ee him there as your beloved Saviotir and your kind* 
•St friend. Inflnitcly welcome will be those solemn 
and decisive words of his, that will fix your happiness 
lor oxer: ** Come," will the Judge say, " Come, ye. 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world,** What 
rapturotis qieditations will f9l their souls who hear this 
sentence! what sweet immortal praises flow from their 
lips! flarly piety will then appear true wisdom; and 
probably the fhx greater part of that glorious company- 
will be seen to have sougnt their God in youth, ** It is 
passed,*' may each of these exalted conquerors then 
say; ** It is passed : the scene at which I trembled, 
and yet rejoiced, in mortal life is passed; and oh! the 
prize for which I prayed, the blessedness for which I 
looked to Jesus, through the few years of mortal life, 
is all my own! It is finished! my conflicts are finished,^ 
tad my giory wmiaeted. I have heard the sentence of 
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my Judge, and listened while an assembled world heard 
theirs. I have seen the Lord Jesus, that Divine Suf- 
ferer, who was all ray salvation, whom on earth I loved 
And trusted, and whom I followed, though with steps 
much too unequal; and now it is complete, my victory 
is complete — my fears are vanished quite away — my 
hopes are lost in certainty— and never did my highest 
hope 'reach this triumphant scene. Blessing and hon- 
our, and glory and power, be for ever and ever to him 
that sitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb that wash- 
ed me from my sins in his own blood." 

If you, my young friend, give yourself to the Lord, 
even the prospect of that day may yield you pleasure. 
An eminent young christian' once observed, ** If I were 
cure the day of judgment were to begin within an hour, 
I should be glad with all my heaxi. The thought of 
its certainty and nearness is more refreshing to me than 
the comforts of the whole world." 

Sect. 3. But long before these solemn scenes take 
place, long before the resurrection dAf your soul will 
pass into another and an endless world; and, when it 
leaves the body, immediately ascend to heaven or sink 
to hell. The scripture doctrine on these points appears 
to be that immediately after death the spirit passes to a 
state of gloxy or wretchedness. Thus Jesus said to the 
penitent malefactor, ** To-day xhalt then be with me in 
paradise ;"^ the apostle Paul spoke of being '* dbsrnt 
from the body and jtres^ent with the Lord ;'*^^ and Laz- 
arus is represented by the Lord as conducted to heav- 
en, and Dives as walking in hell, evjen while Iiis breth- 
ren were living upon earth.* But the Scriptures also 
teach us, that neither the happiness of the blest, nor 
the misery of the lost, will be complete till the day of 
general judgment. It is then that the body will rise in 
a new and immortal form, to partake of the happiness 
or wretchedness of the soul. Then will the doom of 
each individual be solemnly and publicly pronounced, 
and the happiness of the saints perfected, and the mis- 
ery of the ungodly awfully increased.* 

Sect. 4. In that state of intermediate happiness many 
now rest from all their labours. Some of these ence 

«Li>ke xxiii. 43. '2 Cor. v. 8. SLuke xvi.22. 23. ^John v. 29. 
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wandcpod ai)OUt m sliccp. skins iuj4, gcrat skins, beinn 
<}estitute, a^icted, and tormented. Others were aawn^ 
qsunder, or torn in pieces by wild "beasts, or lingered 
for days in slow fires, or passed through fiercer iiamcs 
to heaven. Could you ask these, whether what they, 
now enjoy is worth the pains, they underwent! *' Ah!'' 
they mifirht reply, " ten thousand times more. What 
we possess, would amply reconjpense the labours of tea 
thousand lives, the sulfe rings often thousand ages.*' I^" 
you find an interest in the Lamb of God, yo.u will soon 
be summoned to join these spirits of the jvi§t made per-^ 
feet; and, when the .last conflict is over, with inex- 
pressible delight may you spring npward to eternal restl 
^ow great the change! What now scenes and pros* 
pects will that hour proFent! what new joys inspire! 
what new trea^ureg unfold! what raptiires overwheln^ 
the soul, just landed on that peaceful shore! ** Is this 
heaven!" may the newly arrived pilgrim say, ** how. 
grovelling wCre my highest thoughts tp this! Are these 
the spirits of the just! these the holy angels of light! these 
my companions for ever! O bow despicable w^as all I 
ever imagined, compared with this! Are these they 
whose robes were washed in Jesus' blood! Is^this their 
abode forever, and is^ this; mine! had I conceived 
this below, how should Ihave sighed to leave that dark 
dungeon, earth! Is this niy Saviour, uii^ is this my 
God! O insufierable, yet iransporting gldi?y! How 
moan, how worthless is the" world I left! yet there are 
millions grovelling i^ its dust; and, but for heavenly 
grace, I might havB done so too!" O blessed, incon- 
ceivably blessed change for the holy soul, that thus 
passes from the dismal chamber of sickness to the 
bright and healthful regions of heaven; from dying 
pains to boundless bliss;- from the converse of sinful 
mortals to the presence of the infinitely.gracious an4 
glorious God; from fi contentious, tumultuous world, t% 
endless peace, and re^tand love! 

Sect. 5. Happy will they be who reach that heaven- 
ly shore. Its glories cannot be described. Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard^ neither have entered into the 
heart of ma,'., the things which Qod hath prepared for 
than that love him.^° I beheld, and lo, a great mult^" 
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inde^ tjbhitb no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues; stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white , 
robes, and palms in 'their hands. These are they 
which came out of great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white hi the blood of the 
X^amb, , Therefore are they before the throne of God, 
nnd seroe him day and night in his temple; and lie 
that sitteth on the throne, shall dwell among them. 
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more ; 
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For 
the Lamb, which is in the midst of the throne, shall 
feed them, and shall lead them nnto living fountains 
pf waters; and God shall wipe away all tears from' 
iheir eyts,'^^ Behold, the tabernacle of God is with, 
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be 
his people, and God himself shall be tcith them, antt- 
the their God. Snd God shall wipe away all ttars 
from their eyes, arid there shall be no more death, nei^ 
ther sorrow , nor crying; neither shall there beany 
more pain ; for the former things are passed away.^* 
How pleasing are these descriptions! yet the most re- 
fiaains untold. In that peaceful rest, no languor or 
weariness oppresses the active spirit; no disease ot 
death shortens the endless lifb. There is no feeble in- 
fancy or withering age; no aching head, no painful 
limbs, tio troubled neart. There no blasts of grief shall 
nip the joy; no clouds of distress darken the eternal 
day; but there is spotless purity; peace, that nothing 
can disturb; happin^f^s, that nothing can alloy. There 
the righteous wul shine as the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father ;^^ and there, inYns presence is fulness of 
joy, and at his right hand are pleasures for evermore.^* 
Tiiere glorified saints and holy angels form one blessed 
family, in the presence of God and the Lamb. Q hap- 
py day! when all who have followed Jesus here, shall 
dwell with Jesus tliere. O happy world, where all aro 
happy! Could the christian gain a glioapse of that, how 
would he pass the rest of his time below as an e:dl0* 
Ionising for his home! O my young friend! flee at once 
to that Saviour who would give this heaven to you; 

"Rev. yii. 9. 14^~17. "IteY. wi. 3, 4. »»Matt. xiU. 45- 
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then soon will the company of glorious spirits per- 
fected in light, soon will the welcome voice of the 
Lord, proTe to you that early piety is a blessed choice 
indeed. 

Sect. 6. One consideration more I wouM here press 
upon you: an early acquaintance with the Lord Jesus 
Christ as your Saviour, not merely leads to all this 
blessedness; but all this, with that additional blessed- 
ness which the last judgment shall confer, will be eter- 
nal. Eternity is the brightest jewel in the triumphant 
believer's crown. Eternity makes heaven a heaven in- 
dexed. If the christian's life here, instead of being 
crowned with numerous blessings, were but one scene 
of distress, yet, with eternal life as his portion, ho\r 
short would be the sorrow ! how long, how lasting the 
joy! how hasty the pain! bow endless the delight! how 
few the moments of grief and conflict ! how many the 
ages of triumph and bliss! Earth you cannot have long, 
but heaven you may have for ever. Here you cannot 
long enjoy even the poor fading .pleasures of time, but 
there you may possess a whole eternity of blessedness. 
What sweet words must */or tvtr and ever* be to thosei 
happy spirits that have entered heavcEly rest! ** Thiei 
Paradise for ever. This mansion of our God for ever. 
This blessed society for ever. This tranquil rest and 
calm repose, this peace and love for ever. This pure 
unbounded happiness. This world of bliss, and light* 
and joy, for ever!" Infinite ages shall roll away; vast 
eternity still glide along; but not one sorrow will thejr 
know; not one sorrow will escape their hearts; not one 
tear drop' from their eyes ; not one joy will they lose ; 
not one passing cloud will bedim their day. In Imman* 
uel's land will they ever dwell; still will they enjoy the 
blessings of their Father's love, and of their Redeem- 
er's favour, in the highest perfection, nor ever fear the 
loss of what they have; and it will be so great, that 
they will never wish for more ! For ever and ever is 
the measure of their bliss; and O what is the for ever 
of heaven! None on earth can describe it; npne com- 
prehend eternity. Were the house you inhabit to be 
filled with the finest sand, and then emptied so slowly, 
that but the smallest grain imaginable should be taken 
out once in ten thousand years^ how many millions of 
ages would pass away before the last grain we^e n^ 
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moved ! yet, compared with eternity, theie countless 
years would be like the twinkling of an eye. Were the 
mighty seas, which divide so many nations, and dasb 
their waves upon so many shores, were these to be sud- 
denly changed into one mass «f ink, and then to be 
employed in numbering down figures, and the least fig- 
ure to signify a million of years, what countless ages 
would be numbered down before the task were finished, 
before the seas were emptied ! yet he who wrote the 
last figure might say, ** These ages are not eterjBiity; 
they ar^ nothingness itself, compared with that. Less 
than one drop to all the sea ; less than one moment 
to all these infinite years : they are like a tale that 
is told, or a s^h that is forgotten." Were this vast 
world one mass of sand, and were the Most High, by his , 
infinite power, to create as many worlds as there might 
be grains of sand in this, and were he then to commis- 
sion a ministering angel to destroy them all, by re- 
moving grain after grain, yet so slowly that he should 
remove but one grain in a million of years, what mill- 
ions, and millions, and millions of y^ars, T>eyond all 
thought and conception, would pass away befpre one 
world were thu^ destroyed! and what before all these 
numbers were ! What an eternity M'ould be here ! An 
■eternity ! no, not a moment compared with it. Sand 
after sand would be removed, though at so infinitely 
slow a rate; world after world would be destroyed; and 
the angel would finish his task; but finish not eternity. 
Eternity would be eternity still; as long, as boundlesg 
as it was before the first sand were removed. One 
grain of sand would bear some proportion to these num- 
berless worlds; one moment to these countless millions 
of ages ; but all these wojld bear none to eternity ; — 
when they wore past, it would still be ** besrinning — 
Tather beginning to begin." And had v;e lived through 
these inconceivable countless years, when w-e bad 
«een them pasa, and even pass a thousand times 
■over, we might still say, "Bit a moment of eternity 
is past." Beyond ages that we might also deem an 
eternity, other eternities would rise in endless suc- 
cession. Such is the for ever in heaven. Eternity 
is yours, and it is mine. In a short time, the hand 
that has writtexi these pag***?, and the eye that reada 
4:bem>. must be tinned to du^t : but in elcrnitv w© must 
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liv(3,fbr evej, aiid Cwver, tJie^comiiaAion? 0/ aiigeIs,or of 
devils.* 

* Perhappit , may be pleasiiig, ajtic( beneficial. to. the ypung;.. « 
reader tp peruse the fqllpwing lines^dXi Eternity, wliich 1 ha,vo^ 
some where mot with: 
' What is eternity? Can aught 

Paint its dtiratioti to the thoug;htJ 

Tell eyeryheam the sun emits, 

■^hen in sublimfe^t noon bedsits; 

Tell every light-wing'd mote that stray^ 

T^ithiahis ample round of rays; 

Tell all the leave's and all the^ buds 

That crown the gardip and the wopds; 

Tell all tW spires of grass the, meads . 

Prodnce^ when spring propitious leads 

The new-born year; tell art the drops 

The night upon their bended tops 

Sheds in soft silence, to display. 

T^feir beauties with the risJng day; 

Tell all the sands the oceanlaves, 

Tefl all its chailges, all its wave?, 

Or tell, with more laborious pains. 

The di'ops its mighty mass contains ? 

^e this astonishing account 

Augmented by the fujl amount 

Of all the drops the clouds have shed, 

Where'er their watery fleeces spread, 

Through ail the tracts of times long tour, 

From Adam to the present hour; 

Still short the sum, nor can. it vio 

With the more nilraerous years that lio 

Erhbosom*d in eternity. 

Were there a belt that could contaiDr 

In its Wid^ 6i:b, the earth apd map; 

With figures were it cluster'^d o'er, 

Alid not one cipher in the score. 

And could yOur laboring thought assigp^ 

The total' of the crowdpjd line^ 

How scant the, anioui)t ! th' attemi)t how vain,. 

To reach duration's endless chain! 

For when ae many years are ru;i, ' 

iTnhounded age is but begun. 

Attend, man;! with a>vp djyine.C^ooQle 

K^f .this Et^r^Uy is thin« f . " ^ 
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Sect. 7. Think of the state of those who in past ages 
sought or slighted this boundless blessedness; and oh! 
let their condition now quicken 3^our desires for eternal 
life. Paul, whose happy departure into eternity has been 
noticed, once stood a prisoner at the bar of Festus, and 
Agrippa said to him, " Almost thou persuadest me to be i 
a christian;" but, alas! it was but almost. Of bow lit- 
tle value now are all those things which once deterred 
him from seeking eternal life, by embracing a despised 
gospel ! Seventeen hundred years have rolled away since 
Agfippa departed from this world, and all his pleasures 
and all his splendour are no more. The crown he wore 
exists no longer — the pomps of life have for many ages 
forsaken him. What are they now to his immortal soul ! 
as worthless as the dust on which he trod. All for which " 
he neglected eternity, is ^one. Paul stood in bonds be- 
fore him; but his bonds are vanished; he wears the chain 
and endures the iron no longer. No more endures the 
pain of these, but the blessed e^cts of his knowing a 
Saviour's love endure. The lustre of his crown outshines 
Agrippa's perishing diadem, and never will it lose one 
ray of its glory. The streams of his happiness are undi- 
minished, and will continue so for evermore. Altogether 
a christian then, and altogether a bright inhabitant of 
heaven now. Above seventeen hundred years has Agrip- 
pa lost his fleeting honours, pomps and pleasures. Above 
seventeen hundred years has Paul forsaken prisons, stripes 
and bonds; has taitBii possession of his unfading inheri- 
tance; and lives and reigns in the kingdom of his God. 
And let these years be repeated tsn thousand times over, 
they would form but a little span of that eternity which 
^s now the only measure of his happiness, his splendour, 
and his trinniph. Which, my young friend, chose the 
better part ? you cannot, surely, hesitate to say. O choose 
the same! By all the blessedness of a happy- eternity, be 
persuaded, with Paul, to count all things loss that you 
may win Christy and he fourid in him, not having your 
own righteousness as your trust, but that which is by 
faith in Christ. B6 wise for eternity. Devote your 
youth to God. Remember him now . and he will remem- 
ber you in mercy for ever. He will be your God here, 
and your God in th^t bright world, millions of years be- 
yond the day when the sun, moon, and stars' shall be 
blotted from the firmament, and measure time no longer. 



And ihp time ahall ^ome when it sliould be askisd, ** How 
long has tliat glorious spirit been an inhabitant of bea.veni 
How long has it been enjoying Qod, and itself, in that 
state of perfection ?" Tlie answer would be such, that 
a line reaching even tQ the retftotest star would not bo 
able to contain the numl^r df ages, nor would million^ 
of years be sufficient to number them down. Oh! then« 
remember eternity. It' is said that a pious man once had 
this question put to him : ** Why do you spend 90 much 
' time in reading, meditation, and prayer ? " He, in' replj^ 
lifted up his hands and eyes to heaven, and solemnly 
said — " FQr ever.'-^For ejttrl—F&r evar!** 

Jl prayer imploring a participation in the blessingf 
enumerated in this and the preceding chapter^ 

Great and gracious God, in thy hand is the breath oC 
every living thing, and the lii% of all mankind. From 
thee I have derived that existence which thou hast de« 
termjncd to make as lasting as thy own. But though 
immortality must be my portion in the future world, yet 
I know that in this it is appointed unto all men once to 
die; and I am hastening to that hour, which will mora 
than realize all my hopes or all my fears. Behold me 
suppltcatiiig mercy at thy (botsteol: and in and through 
thy Son make me a partaker of that grace i^bich shaU 
issue in everlasting glory. 

How solemn, great God, is the prospect of appeariiig 
in thy presence ! How shall I endure that awful, that 
amazing change, which will then take place in my con* 
dition ? How shall I meet thee ? Wilt thou welcome 
me to thy presence, or bid me depart for ever ? O let 
tiiis doubt be resolved before I die ! Blessed, for ever 
blessed be thy name ! that, in thy glorious Gospel, thou 
hast shewn how a sinner like me may become just be- 
fore thee; and O let the grace there displayed prepare 
me for the solemnities of death and eternity. May I 
view life as a moment, and esteem it my chief concern, 
in this world, to glorify thee^ and reach everlasting rest. 
May the blessed Jesus blot out my sins in his own blood, 
and thus prepare me to appear with comfort in thy sight. 
May my youth, my strength, my health, my heart, my 
soul, my lUe, my all, be henceforth consecrated to thee. 
Number me with thy children, and give to me the dispo- 
Mtion of a child; with iilial love« with patient submission^ 
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with holy delight, taay I look up to thee; and m4y th# 
Fanguage of my soul be, Abba, Father. May I enjoy 
duch assurance of aece|>tance in the befoved, as will ena- 
ble me to ** read my title <:lear to mansions in the skies." 
May r know that he has laved ME and given himself 
for ME* Only bless me O Lord, with this assurance, 
and death itself shall be welcome to roe ! Unite with 
.me, ifl faijh anfl hope, every friend I fondly love; and 
may they, too, go to Jesus, bearing his reproach; and 
thus prepare us all to join in those triumphant strains--^ 
O death, wliere is thy sting ! O grave, where is thy vie* 
tory ! ThAnks be to God, who gifeth us the Victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

At length, O most merciful Father ! the solema hour 
will come, and I must die. O in that hour, when my 
fiesh and heart fail, be thou the strength of my heart; 
may thy rod and thy staff comfort ine ! O in that hour, 
when all the tenderness of sorrowing friends wiH avail 
ine not, be thou more to me than all the world ! Dis* 
perse, ^y tRy presence, the gloom that ehades the grave; 
and brighten that otherwise datk valley with the sweet 
(iawnings of immortal day ! CTheer my departing spirit 
with the eonsoFations of thy love; and^maythihe ever- 
lasting arms be my sup[>ort! In the last hours of dissolv- 
ing nature, enable me to testify the value ofthy love, 
and may those, who witness my d3ring moments, see nrn 
favoured with such blessings as shall make them feel that 
early piety is wal wisdom. Gladly may I take my fare- 
well of earth, and leave friends and kindred without re- 
j?ret, assured of going to dearer, better friends above. 
Then may He, who suiiSired for me, be the foundation of 
all my hope;- and leaning my langnishing and dying head 
fipon his compassionate arm, may I breathe my last, and 
iBleep in Jesus. 

And when, -O, Lord, 1 am nmnbetpcd with the deadr 
when my last hour. is finished, and all the joys or sorrows 
of life concluded for ever,^ O then may those ministering 
angels, that watch thy children's steps, become my con- 
voy to the abodes of bliss*! And may my joyful spirit ,^ 
though bereft of the sweet converse of those it held most 
dear below, yet find that it shall forever hold much sweet- 
er converse with angelic friends. Then may an abun- 
dant entrance be adfuinistered unto me. into the ever^ 
kmtmg kingdom of mj Lord and Saviour Jesue Christ, 
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Then may he introduce me into thy presence; there, witk 
all thy saints of ancient days, in glorious happiness, to 
wait the still fuller accomplishment of thy promises when 
time itself shall finish. There, O my God, may I exult 
in thy presence, even while those I left behind attend 
this feeble body to its last long home. While they with 
affectionate tears commit * earth to earth, ashes to ashes, 
dust to dust,' O may I be rejoicing in having reached 
that land where a sigh was never uttered, nor a tear 
ever shed. And, merciful Father, if friends or relatives 
should survive me that know thee not, O may my death 
be their life ! and may they go from my grave to preparo 
for their own ! 

And when the period for that state of intermediate- 
glory, which thy word reveals, shall have past, thea 
may my sleeping dust arise to the resurrection of life ; 
then enraptured may I vjew tlie Judg-e eternal on his 
great white throne; with gladness may I hear the last 
trumpet sound; and the last thunders roll; with pleas- 
ure see the lightnings play, and the stormy scenes of time 
conclude. And from the kind hand of Jesus, may 
even I receive that crown of life, which fadeth not 
aioay; the crown, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will give, at that day, to all that love his appearing. 

Then, O my most gracious God, then, fixed in eter- 
nal rest, then, blessed with all the bliss of heaven, may 
I with all thy ransomed family unite in rendering thee 
praises for those infinite wonders of redeeming love, 
for which eternity itself will never praise thee enough. 
Then may I and millions more unite in that sweet song, 
<« Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive pow^ 
er, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and hon- 
our, and glory, and blessing. Blessing and honour , 
and glory, and power, be to him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and coer,'*' 
Amen. 
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OBAPTBR XXir. 

JV*o rea/ good possessed by those who are desMute of 
Religion. ' 

3cct. 1. Nothing can supply^the want of religion.. ..8.2. They 
who are destitute of it are by that want deprived of many 
blessings.. ..s. 3. And exposed to many evils....s. 4. Th« 
want of religion changes even bleteings into curses. 

Sect. 1. Those considerations, from Tivhich I have 
hitherto endeavoured to show the infinite importance of 
early piety, have been mostly of a pleasing kind; bat if 
you be one on vehom all these have" been urged in vain, 

Sermit me now more briefly to display the value of re- 
gion, by presenting to your view some of the dreadful 
•vils to which the want of it will expose you. 

Consider, I entreat 'you, the words of the Lord Jesus 
to that amiable youth, whose character is noticed, chap- 
ter 6, section 2, •* One thing thou lackest.** Though 
possessed of much that was so amiable, he wanted that 
one thing, which is of infinitely more importance than 
every thing united besides. Humble religion is the best 
of blessings, and the want of it 

** Is wbrse than hunger, poverty, and pain. 
And all the transitory ills below." 

Religion is so truly thjB one important blessing, that it 
would in the end make up for the want of every thing, 
while all earthly blessings united can never supply its 
want; Were the whole world your own, it could not 
give you real peace in life; it could not quiet the stingei 
of conscience; it could not ease you in the hour of pain, 
nor support you on the bed of death; nor obtain for 
you a place in heaven. If you possessed friends, the 
most faithful, endeared, and afiectionate, yet they can- 
not supply the want of his friendship, whose favour is 
better than life. They cannot drive sickness,* pain, or 
death away; nor cheer your trembling soul when going 
to meet an injured God; or when standing a^ his awful 
bar. Helpless comforters would they then be; nor 
eould their prayers or tears, or agonies, arrest the 
dreadful sentence, ** Depart from me ye cursed.** 
Nether in God's sight wul a^y penonal, any mental, 
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or even any moral recommendations stand in the sf ead 
of humble piety. You must he barn ugain, or never 
enter heaven. Without that divine change in your na- 
ture, God will still look upon you as an object of ab- 
horrence, and 4ll that is most pleasing in himian esteetd 
will do no more to recommend you to him, than dress- 
tug a rotting corpse in fine apparel would do to recora- 
tnend it m the sight of mafi. The finest dress could not 
Kiake such a inelancholv object pleasing; but if life and 
the bloom of health and youth were restored to it, then 
it would be 80» though in the meanest garb. And let 
)feie say, that while &stitute of religion, you, in the di- 
tine sight, are only a disgusting mass of corruption and 
Viiquity; nor can the bloom of health and youth, or the 
charms of beauty, or the attractions of all the pleasing 
Endowments imaginable, hide from the eye of God the 
loathsomeness of ruling sin. He is declared to hate all 
markets ^ iniquity.^ Even to be satisfied with being 
Iklmost « christian, is still to contmue destitute of afi 
feal good^ you would then be like a whited sepulchre , 
fttir without, but within full of uncleanness. In this 
way you would go^ t^ hell, as it were, by the gate of 
kfavon. But if yd ty tt urc^ were renewed, and the di- 
vine image formed ktt vour soul, then though you were 
on earth most demised, yet God would approve and 
love you. 

Sect, 2. The want of religion is not merely a want 
Which nothing can supply, but a want which deprives 
yon of a thousand benetits and comforts. While in this 
State jijn live, without true wisdom, for the fear of the 
Lord U the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge 
•/ the holy 18 understanding.* They must be stran- 
gers to wudom who are strangers to Christ, the wisdom 
and the power of Qed, You want the forgiveness of 
tins; all your crimes are upon you, and the least of them 
k heavy enough to sink you to hell. Forgiveness is the 
.portion of those who have come to Jesus for it. You 
^ant composure of mind and inward peace. In your 

Snsent state, the peace which passeth all understand-* 
g, cannot be yours. Yon may bd asleep in sin.^* 
Yotir^tonscience may be seared as with a hot iron; or 
jou iMy 1^ indulging dreams of foture happiaeett ^ch 

iPsal»v.i». ^rof.ic. 1^. 
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iiover will b« realized; but tha true p«aee of a humbil^ 
and pious mind cannot be yours till you are Christ '9. 
He left the blessed legacy of Peace« not to the worl4 
but to his own. You want peace with God. There ii 
no peace saitk my God to the wicked*^ You are nat* 
urally alienated from God by sin, and till reconciled to 
him, God must be to you an awful Judge, and you a 
rebel, deserving his severe displeasure; and boundless 
as his love is to those that return to him by Christ, 
yet to others he is a consuming fire.* You want hijs 
fiitherly care. In the hour of distress you have no God 
to go to that you can justly call your friend and Fath- 
er. His children may approach him as their own; the 
language they are taught is, Abba Father;'* but you, 
while destitute of real piety, are destitute of this sweet 
interest in him. You want all ii^erest in the love of 
Christ; how tender is his afTcction to his people; and 
from his love nothing shall divide them; but you have 
^o part nor lot in this matter. It is a treasure in which 
you have no share; an inheritance to which you have 
no title. Unn.ippy youth! to be without a Saviour's 
Jove. Wretched creature! to have no part in that 
treasure, compared with which the treasutes of a thou^ 
sand worlds would be as dross and dust. As while you 
slight religion, you are without an interest in the love 
of Christ, so also you live without a part in any of the 
blessings he bestows. He is no Saviour of yours, 
though you may insult him with the title of Saviour- 
He is no shepherd of yours, for you refuse to submit i» , 
his gentle yoke, and are not one of his flock. If yeu 
call the blessings of his gospel, grace, and £;iory yours, 
you are deluding your own soul, for they ivill never be- 
long to you till you belong to him. It is to his sheep only 
that he gives eternal life; but you will not come to him 
that you may have life.^ Calling him Lord, Lord, will 
avail you not, for b« has solemnly declared, JVo^ every 
cne that taith unto me. Lord, Lord, nhall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the wUl of 
my Father which is in heaven. Marty will say to me 
in that day, Lord^ Lord, have we not prophesied in 
thy name; and in thy name have east out deviM and 
in thy name done many wpnderful wark$» And^hen 
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T will profess untd them^ I never knew ymi; depart fr§m 
me, ye that work iniquity. Thus you have no Saviour 
to take your sins away; no intercessor to plead for you 
l)6forc the eternal Father's throne ; no shepherd to 
guide you through the wilderness of life. 

Bright indeed are the hopes of those who are truly 
the young disciples of the Lord; but none of these 
hopes are yours. the blest eternal mansions of pu- 
rity and joy! the sweet immortal morning of never end- 
ing day! O the kingdom of God! the smile of his coun- 
tenance! the tokens of his love! the welcome of a 
Saviour! and the crowns of glory that he purchased, 
when ivearing a crown of thorns! the blessed society 
above! the bright natives of that higher world, or re- 
vered saints from this! These are the hopes, that the 
dwelling, those the friends, that the humble christian 
shall shortly posset. But, alas! for you no glorious 
mansions are prepared, no Saviour smiles, no heaven 
blooms; no immortal day shines for you. No crown 
of life awaits you; and none are ready to welcome your 
entrance on eternity but those infernal beings, who 
V'ith hellish joy may exclaim, Art thou become like un- 
to us 7 

You want also those blessings that should comfort 
you in death. All the false supports and deluding; 
pleasures of the world will then be vanity of vanities; 
and what have you besides? You want a title to the 
bliss of heaven. You have no reason for supposing 
that your name is written in the book of life ; for he 
that believeth not shall be damned y"^ and except you be 
converted you shall not enter into the kingdom ojf' heav^ 
' «n.* Heaven is no home of yours, it is not a rest to 
. which you have any claim. The friends of Christ and 
the chUdren of God are the heirs of it ; for they are be- 
gotten again to a lively hope of an inheritance incor* 
ruptible, and undefiled, that fadeth not away, reserv- 
ed in heaven for them ;^ but the followers of the world 
are the children of Satan, and they have no part there; 
they are the children of wrath, without Christ and 
without hope .^^ Unhappy young man, or young wo- 
man ! this is too surely your sad condition. O wretched 
creature ! how poor are you in the midst of all you may 
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p.ossess! how truly miserable, in the midst of all your 
gayeties and pleasures! Poor trifler, you haVe not one 
cheering promise in the book of God. If you turn to 
Ood, you will have many, but now you have not one. 
Not one promise that you shall be kept out of hell, 
even for one month; but many awful threats, that if 
jrou die as you are, you shalj be turned into that flam- 
ing prison. Poor indeed are you, all you have will 
leave you soon. Your hasty pleasures will soon de- 
part, and you must lie down in the dust of death, and 
leave for ever the world you love so well, while a dread- 
ful and neglected eternity will appear before your trem- 
bling soul. 

Sect. 3. The want of religion not merely deprives you 
of numberless blessings, but exposes you to numberless 
evils. While without this one thing needful, sin, in one 
form or another, will reign over you. You will be the 
easy prey of temptations; companions in folly will load 
' you astray, and Satan guide you in the way to destruc- 
tion. Dreadful are the evils that sin occasions. An." 
old writer has truly said, ** It brings upon ua infinite 
sorrows, plagues, miseries, and the most fearful judg- 
ments, blindness of mind, hardness of heart, deadness 
of spirit^ a reprobate sense, desperate thoughts, horrora 
of conscience, vexation and anguish of soul, bondage 
under Satan, the prince of darkness, and banishment 
from God, the fountain of all bliss; and mischiefs more 
than either tongue can tell or heart can think. We aro 
hereby ever subject and hourly liable to madness, ter- 
rors, &c. It kills an immortal soul eternally, which is 
more than all the bloody men on earth, or all the des- 
perate devils in hell can do. It will bring upon it in 
the world to come sorrows without end, and past imag- 
ination."* How sad an end is this to a few short years 
of sinful delight ! 

Sect. 4. Another evil attending the want of religion 
is, that it is a want which spoils all other blessings. 
The longer the humble christian lives, the more he may 
advance in grace, and ripen for a crown of brighter 
glory; but if you live without religion, life will be no 
blessing to you. The longer you live the worse will be 
your guilt, the more numerous your sins, and the great- 
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-^T your future condemnation. For you in vain the 
-Saviour died. Hie Gospel is to you the savour of 
death unto deaths For you in vain apostle? preach- 
ed, and martyns bled, to hand a gracious religion down. 
For you in vain the followers of Jesus pray. The sua 
«hines on you in vain, for it shines to light you to de- 
struction. The years roll on in vain, for every added 
year increaees your load of guilt. H«alth blesses yoa 
in vain, for your soul is sickening to eternal death. All 
the mercies of this world, and all that respect the next, 
are spoiled or lost to you, and are, to adopt the thought 
•of an old divine, * but like a talent of gold, to a mam 
sinking in the sea, which only serves to plunge him 
deeper in ruin.' So that, harsh as it may sound, it 
would really have been better for jou to have been cut 
<»flr in your sins, years ago, and then to have been sent 
im hell, than to live here adding to the number of your 
-eins, and then to sink to endless wretchedness. Yes, 
unhappy youth, if you continue careless or religion, 
«very added year will prove a curse instead of a bles- 
sing. The longer you live in this world, the deeper will 
l>e your misery in the next. The more mercies you en- 
joy, the more guilt you contract. The more bles8ing9 
you receive from God, the baser is y«ur ingratitude aad 
■in in refusing to give him your youth. A dying profli- 
gate once said, " I have been too strong for Omnipo*- 
teaee. I have plucked down ruin." Thus, by careless- 
ness and neglect, you change God's blessings into curses; 
and, as it were compel the Lord when kindest to. yon,' 
to aggravate your ruin, instead of promoting your hap- 
piness. O, what would you think of a sick man, who, 
iy some fatal power, should change «11 the remedies, 
hy which a kind physician would restore his health, in- 
to a subtle poison, which should spread through his 
body, occasion him years of misery, and in the end, 
torture him to death ! Distracted wretch ! you might 
exclaim, all *are kind to him but himself! how happy 
might he be, if he felt half tlie pity for himself, that 
others feel for him ! Do you slight your God ? you act 
this part ; nay, a far worse than this ; you change his 
healing medicines into poison; his blessings into curses. 
Ton heap up wrath against the day of wrath. By th^ 
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^ery mercies of Gody you are preparing matter for your 
own torment; not merely pirough a few fleeting year*, 
but through a dreadful eternity. Distracted youth ! 
did you feel half that pity for your own soul, that oth^ 
ers feel for you, how happy would you become ; how 
Many are kind to you ! how cruel are you to yourself ! ' 
O, cease thus to nm in the path of destruction, you 
may yet 6nd that one thing, the want of which is bo 
dreadful. O seek it now, for they that seek the Lord 
early, shall find him. 

** While conscience spei&Ics, its voice regard^ 

And seize the tender hour; ' 
Humbly implore the promis'd pr&te, 
. And God will give the power.'* 



7%e young sinner's ingtatitude to God and cruelty to 
his own soul urged as reasons for embracing relig'* 
ion in youth. 

Skct. 1. The R^Iect of Early Religion manifests , the basest 
ingratitude to 6od,and....8. 2. To the Lord Jesus Christ.... 
a. 8. Such neglect is extreme cruelty to the soul.. •3. 4. It is 
Unkind to all who wish the young reader well for ever. 

Sect. 1. 1 have already, my young friend, shown 
you, that by the niefy of youth, you may testify the 
most gratitude for divine love ; and that though all yoti 
can offer to God is little, yet that thus, you may present 
him with the beat offering in your power. You have 
also seen, that he would remember this kindness of 
your youth, to your infinite advantage and eternal bles- 
sedness : but perhaps all has failed ; perhaps you still 
remain thoughtless, or at least undecided. 1 be^eeclt 
you then reverse the scene. Spend a few moments in 
meditating on the unkindness of a youth of sin to God, 
and on its cruelty to yourself. Indulge tEose thoughts 
that may now be useful ; but which will otherwise fill 
your last hours with horror, and plant your dying bod 
with thorns. 

While you continue careless of religion, you lead a 
life of base ingratitude t« the God tkat gave you beix^g. 
M4 
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In^atiiu^e is one of the most detestable of crimes, 
has been pronounced 

- Of vices first, 



Most infamous, and most accurs'd." 

It is indiscribably base when manifested to a friend or , 
parent, in this world; but baser still is unkindness and 
ingratitude to God. Has not he given you life, and 
crowned that life with comfort? Whence flows thfs 
ease of health! or whence the cheerful vigour of youth 
but from his kindness to youl Whence the friends, the 
parents, the comforts that you have enjoyed? All are 
the gifts of God. He has blessed you here, and in the 
gift of Jesus, provided for your blessedness hereafter; 
and does all this goodness merit no thanliful return? 
Shall God be thus kind to you, and you unkind to him ? 
Po you remember a fable, whfch perhaps you may have 
read in your childhood ? the fable of the countr3Tnaii 
and the serpent. A compassionate^countryman found 
ft serpent, chilled with frost; he cherished it; he put it 
in his bosom; he cherished it with tenderness there. 
The vital warmth restored it to life and activity; but 
what was its first action *? It Vould fain have destroyed 
its benefactor; him to whom it owed its life and pres- 
ervation. Apply this fable to the present subject. Has 
not God done more for you, than words can express ? 
Are not you indebted to him for life, breath, being, and 
ji^ things? Through his fostering care, you have 
jeached the vigour and bloom of youth; and what are 
your first a<!tions; what is the commencement of your 
course ? Neglect of God and religion ; and thus baaO' 
ingratitude and sin. O, is not this imitating the serpent.^ 
It is true, your abused Benefactor is beyond the reach 
of real injury; but your ingratitude is the same, as if he 
could receive the greatest injury from you. You deny 
him your youth, your favoured youth. The time in which 
jou are most favoured by God, the blooming season 
which he values most, that very time, that very bloom, 
you give to Satan, the world, and sin. O! while you act 
this part, little as you may suspect it, the venom of the 
sId serpent is rankling in your heart. / 

Perhaps you delude yourself by imagining, that you 
•ball present him the latter part of life; but does not 
liis goodness claim all your days? Besides, what ca^. 
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the aged convert offer? ** His riches ? hut he can us« 
them no more: his pleasures? but he can enjoy them 
no longer: his honour? but it has withered on his brow: 
his authority ? but it has dropped from his feeble hand. 
He leaves his sins, when they will no longer bear him 
company."* 

Sect. 2. In neglecting early piety, you are ungrateful 
to the Son of God. He humbled himself to earth, he 
hungered and thirsted, groaned and wept, endured 
the thorns, the scourge, the cross, and even bled and 
died, in pity to your soul; and he demands no return, 
but what is for your good as well as his glory. He de- 
mands your heart; and you refuse to give it. He bida 
you walk in the way to heaven, and you refuse to listen 
to him. Were not they basely cruel and ungrateful to 
him, who cried ^' not this man >but Barahhas;*^ who 
thus preferred a murderer to the Lord of life ; but you 
act as guilty a part while you prefer the world, that 
delusive destroyer, to a dying Saviour, and a gracious 
God ! Rather you do worse than the murderers of the 
Lord of glory did. Many of them knew not what they 
did, and while they preferred the murderer Barabbas to 
the blessed Jesus, through blindness and prejudice, they 
knew not how wicked was their choice. You are more 
ungrateful and unkind to Christ than they; while you 
profess to view him as the Son of God, and Saviour of 
men, and yet, in reality, prefer to him, not Barabbas, 
but sin and Satan. Perhaps you say, ** Surely I do not 
act this horrid part," but O ! deceive not your own 
heart, for in God's esteem, you do, while you refuse to 
yield your youth to Christ. Though you may merely 
neglect his grace, yet according to the Scriptures, ^racc 
neglected is grace refused ; and though you may be 
merely careless of the Lord Jesus, through thoughless- 
ness or love to the world, yet it is most certain, that a 
Saviour slighted^ is a Saviour rejected ; and dread- 
ful ! rejected for whati for vanity, folly, and pleasure; 
or, in plainer words, for the service of the world, and 
the devil. And 0! rejected by whom? By one to whom 
Christ has an everlasting right. Yes, he has such a 
right to you though you may refuse to acknowledge his 
claim; and in denying your heart to him, you are not 
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inerely guilty of the mo^t base in|rratitude, hnt of tli* 
Vilest injas'ico. You rob h^u} of his right. You roh 
not iiuin but God; you rob God of his honour, and the 
divine Saviour of what is most justly his; God said of 
old 10 Israel, Will a man rob God? yet ye have rob^ 
bed me. But ye say. Wherein have we robbed thee f 
Jn tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed toith a eurse : 
for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.^ la not 
this the language of his word. You are not your own 
hut bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are God^s.^ What would 
you think of a man, that might rob an affectionate pa- 
rent, to give what he siole from his best fViend to a most 
detestable and cruel enemy of that parent and of him-e 
0elf ? 0, folly, madness, wickedness, ingratitude! My 
young friend, is not this the part 3'ou act if you deny 
Jesus what is due ? and give what his love claims to his 
greatest enemy and yours ! If you irefuse him your 
youth and prime, to which ho has an endless right, and 
give that youth and prime to Satan ? Love so amaz- 
ing, so divine as his, demand^ ** your life, your pouI, 
your all;'* and shall it have no grateful return? When 
you owe God every thing, will you be so base as to give 
him nothing. 

- Sect. 2. In refusing your youth to God, you are guilty 
of the greatest cruelty to yourself. Better far had it 
fcieon for you never to have been bord, than to eome 
into the world to spend a few sinful years, and then to 
go and mako your sad abode w^ith devils and the dam- 
wed; where the worm never dieth, and the fire never 
shall be quenched. You would think any one dread- 
fully cruel to himself, who might cut and mangle his 
own body, who might tear off* his own flesh, who might 
thrust his own limbs into the Gre, and keep them there, 
in misery, till they were consumed. Hut which is worst, 
to mangle a mortal body, or undo an immortal soul 1 
to thrust a limb into the fire, or to throw the soul into 
hell.^ If you beheld one, that by a fall from his horse, 
or from a house roof, had his limbs broken, and lay 
writhing in agony on the ground, would you not declare 
him cruel to himself, if a friend stood by ready and able 
im cure him, and he were to refuse the needful help f 
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Bat which is worst, to linger down to d^ath m agony, 
through sh'ghting a surgeon's aid; or linger a few years, 
a depraved, condemned, and ruined creature, and then 
sink to endless and hopeless wretchedness, through 
aeglecting a divine Saviour's help? If your body were- 
in such melancholy circumstances, you would welcome 
friendly aid, and while your soui is in a state far more- 
melancholy, I beseech you, neglect not that of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. You would not be so cruel to yourself 
413 to thrust a foot, or a hand, or even the point of a 
finger into the fire; O do not be so cruel to your own 
jBouI, as to undo it with a sure and everlasting destruc- 
tion! Every moment that you delay to turn to God it 
is a moment of cruelty to your soul, your own, your im- 
mortal soul. What would you think of a husbandman, 
who, in spring, might sow his fields with poisonous 
weeds, and say ** 1*11 pluck them up in winter !'* Dis- 
tracted man! Where w^uld be his harvest ? Iih winter 
he should be enjoying the harvest, of which the seed 
was sown in spring, and not then, in want and misery, 
be tearing up the weeds that had ruined his land. And 
will you, by neglecting early piety, sow the seeds of sin 
in youth, hoping to pluck up the poisonous weeds in 
age ? Perhaps that age may never come. With all 
jour soul-destroying sins in their full vigour, you may 
be snatched away to receive the judgment of an insult- 
ed and injured God. But if that ago should come, it 
may almost be a hopeless task, then to mortify those 
corr/iptions which have been gaining strength through 
all the years of life ; and which have brought forth 
much fruit unto eternal death. Cruel as the distracted 
husbandman would be to himself, more cruel will you 
be, if you spend the prime of Wfe, in storing up caus- 
es for bitter repentance hereafter, and thus make- 
what should be your best years, your guiltiest and 
your worst. Alas ! .how dreadfully baneful to your 
best interests, is carelessness and irreligion, <|n th» 
eiige of an eternal world! A drowning man will datch 
at a rood; a poor wretch sinking into an unfathomable 
abyss grasp a twig; but ah, miserable madness of un- 
happy men! though about to plunge into vast eternity, 
they slight that helping hand which offers sure deliver- 
ance. Still they go on, careless whither, till derath, 
diat forceful preacher,discoyers all they would not Wan^^ 
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but whick they mtnt, by sad eirp^rieiic^, know. theft 
lor a reed of hope ! then for a Saviour's helping hand! 
then for one day of offered mercy more! Misers woulA 
j^ve their idolized wealth, monarchs their kingdomd^ 
worldlings their pleasures, for such a blessing onc« 
4gain. O, miserable folly! to set no value now onthos# 
things, for which they would ere long think the weaitk 
of worlds a trifling price. On this side the grave,, to let- 
eternal salvation be almost the only thing they neglect, 
while on the other, ii will be the only thing that is^ 
worthy of their desire. 

Sect. 4. Tn neglecting early piety, you are unkind t% 
all that wish you well. To that blessed Spirit, who 
strives with you; to those holy angels, who would Au& 
rejoice over you; to those ministers of the gospel, that 
labour and pray for your con^ersion; to those friends^, 
if you have such, that are the friends of Chtiet, and 
that wish lo see you such also. How much comfort 
^ou deny them ! What pleasure your conversion might 
give them ! but ypu refure them this pleasure. White 
thus basely ungrateful to your God, to the Lord Jesus, 
^nd to the Holy Spirit ; wh le thus cruel to yourself ; 
Vhile thus unkind to angels, to ministers, to christian 
friends; whom, O voung sinnner! do yoo please f Only 
those malignant spirita, who v, atch fpr your destruction^ 
and seek your ruin: Only the devil and his angels. They 
look on you as their o*vn. It is only hell that can re- 
joice over you, while the church of Jesus motime; an^ 
while, if angels could weep, they would weep for yott. 
O ! will you please your hellish foes, sooner than yonr 
compassionate God and Saviour! O, will you do that, at 
Satan's secret bidding^which you will not do at Christ's 
inore open command ! w^ill you comply with the devil's 
tall and y!cM your youth to him, while you reject the 
call of God, and fetum him nothing but neglect and 
ein? O, could you soe that hateful foe, would youthen 
act this wicked part ? yet, if you will not prepare to 
meet your God, remember you will soon be given up, by 
him, into the hands of Satan ; then you will find that 
you were infinitely cruel to yourself, as well as baeely 
ungrateful to God, whilo pleasing hell instead of hea- 
ven. 

O, my ymmg friend, would you Icfd a life so basely 
wicked? If you would not, yield your youth toChnst; 
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fhls is tbe only way to escape those sbockin^ evils. 
Would you have to reproach yourself hereafter with 
^choosing destruction, in spite of what God and man d^ 
to make you happy ? Would you hav«, at last, to lament 
that you have rushed headlonjg; into hell, in spite of al) 
that was done to turn your feet into the way of heaven ? 
Prevent such sad reflections, I beseech you. As ever 
^ou would find merey at the bar of Cod, fly to the God 
of mercy now. Seek Jesus in these the fair days of your 
j'outh. i know with many young persons, it is now aft 
«asy thing to slight the iViendiy warning that bids them 
follow the Saviour, and to avoid, or deride the friend th«t 
^ives it; but it wfll be dreadfully hard at last, to remem- 
l>er slighted warnings — abused privileges— *a graoiou^ 
Oo^ forsaken- — a kind Saviour neglected— a wasted youth 
— a heaven lost--^a hell incurred — and a devil pleased 
-instend of God. One way remains for you to escape ad 
tliese evils, it isy to ^ to Christ for ]i&. Moy God kai 
yovL to htm 1 

GBAPTSa ZVZ. 

The vanity of youth, und the uncertainty of life, ted^- 
sons for the immediate choice of early piety, 

'fhcU 1 Life most uncertain.. ..Sect. 2. The vanity ofybuth sees 
in the early death of many.... Sect. 8. The reader reminded 
that he is a frail creature in a diy^ing workl....Se^. 4. Reflec- 
tions on tJte flight of time. 

Sect. 1. A divik« writer, when urging -ottiheyounjep, 
that attention to eternal things, which will secure thetf 
souls from ^vii, and prepare them for the blies above;^ 
employs this solenm argiiment: ^* Childhood and youth 
are vanity;* ^^ as vain, and frail, and fleeting as a vap<^ur 
^T a bubble. And is it net so? *•* Perhaps even now^ 
while you hesitate, you die. Perhaps the shuttle ha4 
passed Hie loom, that wove your winding shet^t. Per-* 
haps in yonder shop, lies rolled up, and ready to be 
covered oflT, that peice of oiotb, d^tiaed to be yout 
•hroud."* 

The admonition of the Lord nt, Bocut Aot thyself of 
io-morrow; for t?iou knowest not what a day may bring 
/vPth.* What is there so firm in youth, or health, oir 
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strengtii thai on their continuance, you should venture 
the salvation of an immortal soul. Od no morning of 
the year can you positively say that yon shall sse the 
evening; or no everting can you be certain of behold- 
ing the approaching morning. Such is the uncertainty 
of life, that they who promise fair -for most years in 
this world, may be the very first to enter the next. 
Possibly even by to-morrow, you may have forsaken thii 
world for'^ver. 

' Sect. 2. Consider what others were a few seasons ago, 
that are now fixed in 'tlue eternal world. They were as 
young, and perhaps, alas ! as thoughtless as gay as you. 
When you pass through a burying ground; look at its 
graves; read the inscriptions there; and see how many, 
in*the bloom of life, have been cut oiTand called to meet 
their G6d. There lie the young, the healthy, and the 
strong. There lie many whom the world once charmed, 
9nd who for it slighted their immortal souls. Ant^ what 
is the world to them now ! Perhaps before twelve 
months more depart, your now youthful and healthful 
body, may be like theirs; your active limbs may be moul- 
dering- ml o dost; your eyes closed iipon the world; and 
all Its pleasures, Will neither pain nor please you in the 
grave. Where are they now, and where must you short- 
ly be ? They a few years back. Were as gay as you tian 
be,butO ! all earthly things are forever past with tfafem. 
You are young now, so were they then; but youth and 
vigour have forsaken them. You are healthy now, so 
tlien were they; though since numbered with the dead. 
The world thou seemed as enchanting to them, as it can 
do to you; they were as eager as you for its delights; 
and as much set upon its dying pleasures, but, they, are 
gone; and O what is it to their poor breathless duet 3 
What will it soon be to yours ! They are mouldered 
bacK to dust.. Their very cofHns are decayed. Tbeit 
business is done. Their gaycty is over. Their joys are 
past. They are gone into the world of spirits. ifPrepAr" 
ed or unprepared, they have met their God. O what new 
scenes have opened upon them ! With w hat terror have 
they, who refused God's grace in this world, been drag- 
gfed, by hellish fiends, to everlasting burnings ! Could 
Bome of these unhappy creatures now address you, did 
not the mahgnity of iheir nature prevent them, Ihev 
might say, " Avoid our folly. Shun our misery. Siu «lxi5 



213 

46 world have undone us; heart-rending thought; un- 
done us for ever. A little while back pleasure, health 
and youth, were ours ! Then we were as eager in the 
pursuit of fancied happiness, as you can possibly be. Thfe 
world appeared dressed in as gay colours to^]s, as it now 
does to you. We trusted in our youth, and looked on 
future years as our own, which alas ! we never Itved to 
see. Vanity and pride filled our hearts ; pleasure was 
our idol; and the world )Our,delight. Alas I we lived as 
. if it were our home, ana forgot that we were but trav* 
eJlers through it, to eternal scenes. We quenched th« 
warnings of conscience; we scorned the admonitions of 
pious friends; and thought those strangely impertinent, 
that reminded us of death and the grave, though alas! 
we were so near to both. We deemed religion a mel- 
ancholy thing; and scorned those blessings, for which we 
should now think a thousand worlds a little price. We 
ridiculed the folly of professing to be strangers and pil- 
grims upon earth, and looked down with contemptuous 
pity on those, whose chief concern on earth, was safely 
to reach heaven. We thought our folly wisdom, and 
their true, wisdom folly. We heard the tolling bell, but 
forgot that it would soon toll for us. We saw the open- 
ed grave, unmindful that that land of silence jK^ould 
quickly be our long home. Trifling as you, we tapped 
not to consider what we^ were, and what we soon must 
be. But youth failed us, death arrived, and the lying 
vanities of life fled at its touch. Then we discovered our 
misery. Then we saw our want; but oh! too late. Woe 
is us! Our day of grace is gone. The tidings of mercy 
are now unheard by us. The blood of Jesus can never 
cleanse us; nor the compassion of God reach us now. 
For the vain pleasures of a moment, we have ruined a 
whole eternity.*' 

Sect. 3. O my young friend! would the tale of hor- 
ror, that such unhappy creatures, if permitted, could 
relate, make you feel how vain is youth? remember, I 
beseech you, that it- is as vain, as if you could hear 
their doleful lamentations. Millions of the young die 
every year. It has been computed, that more than half 
mankind die before they have reached their twentieth 
year; and been stated that where twenty die at sixty 
years of age, sixty die at twenty: and what is there in 
you, to shield you from so oommoaedaU=(a<^3iee you 
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stronger^ or healthier, or more sure of life, tha^ oth- 
ers? Perhaps, 

" The yoiing disease, that must subdue at length, 
Has * Grox^o with your growth, and strengthen'd with your 
BUength.** 

Or how easily may a fever seize upon you, and in a few 
days reduce you from the highest health, to feeblenees 
and death! How c[uickly may any sudden change from 
heat to cold, or many other causes, inflame your lungs, 
or some other vital part, and, in a few days, lodge you 
— where? In the eternal world. How soon may a cold 
turn to a consumption, and before you think yourself 
seriously ill, you may be incurably so! How soon may 
Bumerous other diseases, at God's bidding, accomplish 
their awful errand! 

<^ Lord grant that this awakening truth. 

May every heart engage; 
A worm is in the bud ^ youth. 

And at the root of age. 
Ko present health can health insurd 

For yet an hour to con\e ; 
No medicine though it often cure. 

Can always balk the tomb." 

You perhaps now look forward to future years, which i 
probably wiU never be yours, but if they should how 
aOon the years now to come, virill be years departed! 
Others ere long will tread upon your grave, asthaught- 
iessiy as you dB on theirs, who went before you. Yob 
live in a dying world, in a land of graves. .On some 
dpot of earth or other, fresh graves are ever openings 
No minute passes in which some do not die. While 
you breathe some breathe their last. While you think 
of eternity, others as young as you, are passing thither, 
eorapturiNd or dismayed. Ah hapless state of an un- 
Kappy world! Some dying in youth, and others fooling 
their precious youth away. Some going to give up their 
sad account, and other? swelling the black list on theirs. 
Some neglecting early piety, and others, too late, 
mourning their. folly in doing so. ,Some trifling with a 
Saviour, and others trembling before him as their Judge. 
How soon, if you belong to the former ^^^fi clasaea. 
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Will time number you with the latter! Tou, aie on the 
\crge of eternity, and some younger than you are daily 
dying, and entering on its amazing scenes. then re- 
naember that youth is vanity, and life itself no better. 
And should you continue careless of the Lord Jesue 
(Christ, h6w bitter ere long Will be the remembrance of 
your wasted youth! This one short and vain life is the 
only season, in which you may obtain peace with God, 
and receive the gift of life eternal ; ana would you still 
throw this one away? Alas, unhappy youth! who are 
so truly wretched as they, tvho do this, excepting they 
who have done it! Would the starving beggar that has 
but one penny, toss that away! or the sailor that has 
but one way of escaping shipwreck, neglect that one! 
$r the traveller v/fto sees but one path from a tremend- 
ous precipice, slight that one! and will you waste in 
sinful delays, the flower and prime of that one vain life, 
in which eternal life may be sought in Christ and sure- 
ly found? O rather indulge those reflections on its van- 
ity, which Mrill lead you to unite in the Psalmist's prayer>> 
*• So teach us to number our days th^ we may apply 
•Mr hearts unto wisdom*" 

Sect. 4. indulge such reflections as these on the pas-^ 
sing scenes around you. 

That sun is setting, and has once less to set on me ^ 
in time I may soon behold it rise, but enter eternity 
before it set. This year is closing, and will never more 
close on me; it is finished; and has brought me so much 
nearer to the hour when time itself shall end with me. 

Do I see a leaf in summer torn from the bough, on 
which it grew? such is my life. We all do fade as a 
leaf. Like the leaf, when age the winter of time 
comes (HI, it must fade; but as a summer storm may 
tear the leaf from the tree, and cast it to the ground, 
80 disease may attack my health, and lay my body 
among the clods of the valley, and send my spirit to 
God who gave it. may I flourish in faith and love, 
that thus being found waiting, I may welcome the 
coming of ray Lord, though at the most unexpected 
hour. 

Am I taking a journey, and riding in a carriage that 
^oes rapidly along? the trees, the hedges, the fields, 
the houses, seem all hastily passing by me ; and would 
leadme to think, that I am sitting stiU to observe them. 
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glide away. But ah! on, it is I, wlio move, and th«y 
are still! I am approaching apace to the end of my 
journey, how heedless soever I may be of its conclu- 
sion. Thus fast am I hastening to the end of my little 
journey of life, though I should mark not its progress^ 
or be thoughtless of its close. 

Do I observe a sportsman aiming at a flying bird ? it 
has left no track behind, and probably his shot maj 
bring it to the ground, and prevent its passing through 
the expanse before^ My past years are gone as th« 
years before the flood; and the years that are before me 
I may never enter. Death, that surest of marksmen, 
may have already received his dread commission, to 
number me with the dead. O may ^ith and love pre- 
pare me for eternity before I feel the awful stroke of 
death ! Seek then, my soul. O seek without delay, 
these precious blessings ! My stay here is all uncertain. 
My youth is vanity. My days are swifter than a shut- 
tle; but what will become of thee, if these fleeting day^ 
should end, and thou shouldst then be found in thy 
present utate.^ O let me seek in Christ deliverance 
from my sins. Then grace shall make even the vnnity 
of youth a blessing rather than an evil. 

** Be wise, my soul, be timely wise, 
Fleo to the atoning sacrifice ; 
The gospel promises embrace. 
And trust thy all to Jesus' grace^*' 
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OBAPTER ZVn, 

STh'e 8orrow9 and dangers^ that uttend the way of 
transgressors noticed as a reason for the choice of 
early Religion. 

IBect. 1. The wretchedness of the irreligious, seen in the blind 
and perishing condition of the careless sinner.. ..s. 2. Sinful 
pleasures transitory and often attended with inward stings.... 
B. 3. Ruin for time as well as eternity the frequent effect of 
irreligion, especially of some sins, which are noticed.. .*s^ 4. 
The danger and misery of the sinner seen in the progressive 
and ungovernable nature of 8in....s. 5. If the life is not fla- 
grant, still a sinful state is most dangerous.. ..s. 6* Irreligion 
awfully dreadful in the day of death, illustrated by several 
~ brief narratives. 

Sect. 1. While the various blessings, which attend 
a knowledge of the Gojspel, combine to form a motive 
for embracing early piety, a motive of an opposite na- 
ture, but of a most weighty kind, arises from the disap- 
pointments and sorroA's, and the miseries, that a;ttend 
the path of transgi^essors. If you, my youthful reader, 
are still careless of salvation, allow me now to intreat 
you to yield yourself to Christ, not by showing you the 
charms of religion ; but by displaying to you that the 
way of transgressors is hard.^ There is the testimony 
of the word of God,/ which also assumes you tha.t there 
is no peace to the wicked;'^ and that God, to them, dis"^ 
trihuteth sorrows in his, anger? 

Were we unacquainted with any actual miseries at- 
tendant on irreligion, yet there would be enough in the . 
divine word, to convince you that it is ruinous and de- 
fitrnctive. Depravity and corruption have led you into 
the ways of sin; and it is blindness that keeps you con- 
tented there. 27»e understanding of men is darkened, 
being alienated from the life of God, through the ig- 
norance that is in them, because of the blindness of 
their hearts* The natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness , unto 
him,^ The God of this world, (or Satan,) hath blind- 
td the minds of them which believe r^ot, lest the light 

iProv. xiii. 15. «I8%. Ivii. 21. 3 Job MB. IT- *Eph. i?. Id. 

*lC^r. ii. 14. / 
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*/ tjse glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of 
God, should shine intothem,^ While in this state, yoa 
.resemble a blind man in the midst of treacherous ene- 
4nies, he does not see them; he is unconscious of their 
being around him; and so he docs not fear them. Thus, 
on the edge of destruction, you are unconcerned, be- 
cause blind to your state ; for did you see your real 
state, while unmterested in the Saviour, you might per- 
ceive yourself to be, as it were, hanging by a single 
thread over the mouth of hell; devils waiting to re- 
ceive you ; the eternal Judge frowning upon you ; and 
nothing wanting to seal you up under endless despair, 
but the command of God to snap the brittle thread of 
;iife asunder. You are blinded by Satan, and led cap- 
tive at his will. Is not this a state of wretchedness ? 
vet this is yours ; though spiritual blindness prevelits 
your perception of it. 

l9ect. 2. But perhaps though such is your truly dismal 
condition, you have not felt its danger, nor been alarm- 
ed at its horrors. Tou have thought, and still think, 
the ways of iniquity pleasing. Yes, unhappy youth, ia 
the flush of health, in the moment of unbridled passion-, 
while the future is -forgotten, and death and judgment 
out of sight, the young sinner may find in them a trans- 
itory though brutish pleasure. The profligate, th« 
^drunken, and the lewd may be gratified, for a few mo- 
ments, with their base delights. The civiler and more 
^IQdralized, in the giddy ball room, or licentious theatre, 
1^ when wasting invaluable time, over a novel <>r ro- 
iftjaitoe, may think themselves happy; but, . 

, ** Short is the course of every lawless pleasure, 
t Grief, like a shade on all its footsteps waits ; 

Scarce visible in joy's meridian height. 
But downwards as the blaze declining spreads. 
The dwarfish shadow to a giant grows." 

Though Mtttttimes the ways of irreligion may yield s 
lahort though guilty pleasure, ^et ofien worldly delights 
%re bitteMnets, in the pursuit, as well as in the end. The^ 
^ oosiftbiyiDg. Tiie sinner pursues them for happineae! 
'and yet is not happy. The lover of pleasure follows h» 
pleasures, yet finds little or no pleasure in them. Have 

•aCor.iT. 4. 
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you nevar known this ? Hn^ve you never, by a smiling 
countenance, tried to hide the unea^inee^ of heart ? Havct 
Tou never seemed happy, in the view of others, wben 
full of inward misery. In the vain round of pleasureii 
and amusements, when intoxicated with worldly dchghts, 
conscience, hke a still smalt voice within, often tells tho 
sinner, that the end of these things is death. Conscience, 
Mith an unwelcome voice, sometimes warns the deluded 
followers of the world, that while the one thing needful, 
is neglected, they are poor in the midst of riches, andoi^ 
the verge of eternal misery, even in the midst of worldly 

{)Ieasure. Has not this sacred monitor thus at times foU 
owed you, and n?ade you uneasy even in spit.e of your- 
self? has it not even at the playhouse, the card table, oi; 
the dance, told you that death, judgment, and hell, were 
nt hand ? The careless sinner, who seems so cheerful, 
who laughs so loud, who appears so merry, through these 
inward stings, often feels, in the midst of all his delight 
a load of remorse and wretchedness. The anecdote o( 
Coh Gardiner mentioned in a preceding page, is a well 
known illustration of this remark. 

Were no more wretchedness than this, to attend tbf 
way of transgressors, if you have any piiy on your own 
sold, your language should be, * Let mo devote myself to 
God, and seeit in hmi, those true delights, which the un- 
^dly never knew!' But allow me to add, that what has 
been mentioned forms only a small part of the sorrows, 
attendant on a life of sin. Not merely does sin bring 
destruction in the next world, but its froq^uent fruits ate 
Wretchedness and ruin in this. 

Behold the prodigal.^ He thinks himself happy. In 
jolity and merriment he squanders his possessions away ; 
but see him soon, he is sunk in the lowest deptlia of 
wretchedness. Where are his pleasures? his compan- 
ions ? his gay spent days and fedtive nights ? They are 
'gone. He feeds thie swine, and longs to satisfy his hun- 
ger, even with the husks on w hicb they live. How many 
have been reduced to misery as great as this, who but 
ibr a youth of sms, might have passed through life ia 
ease and comfort! 

Sabbath-breaking has been mentioned as one of 1 he 
inost common sins of youth, and how sad aM its fraita. 

7Luk« X7. 11, &c. 
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It often takes tbe lead In a legion of crimes. The sabbatli<«> 
breaker is not long merely as a sabbatb-breaker. The 
writer of these pages once attended a criminal, who suf- 
fered death for murder, and he spoke of sabbath-breaking 
as a sin that led him to others! and perhaps few criminals 
liave reached the gallows, who bad not to ascribe their 
destruction in a great measure to this crime. Many have 
expressly mentioned this as the source of their guilt and 
misery. Not long ago five men suffered on the gallons, 
at the same time, in the Isle of Ely, one or two of whom 
had been in a decent situation, and who all bore this sad 
testimony to the effects of sabbath-breaking. " We most 
sincerely warn you all to avoid those sins, which have 
been the means of bringing us here. By all means avoid 
irreligion and vice of all kinds ; particularly swearing, 
drunkenness, and sabbath-biyaking." One of them de- 
clared, that drunkenness, whoredom, and sabbath-break- 
ing, had drought them all to their untimely end. The 
awful judgments of God on sabbath-breakers, have also 
proved their way of sorrows. Many have gone out in 
the morning, on sabbath-bieaking parties of pleasure, 
who, ere the evening came, were cut off by a sudden and 
unexpected doom; and sent all unprepared into the eter- 
nal world. Not long back two parties containing eleven 
or twelve persons perished during one sabbath day, in 
the river Thames. Could some of these unhappy crea- 
tures now address you, they might say, ** Forsake yopr 
destructive ple«isures; • cease your sabbath-breaking par- 
ties,' lest our doom be shortly yours. Alas our broken 
sabbaths, are our misery now. Had we improved them, 
how diflferent hjid our state now been. Learn wisdom 
from our folly. Your Sabbaths are not all gone, but ours 
are, and we would give the world to have spent them in 
the ways of God. Alas ! we profaned them ; and God 
was angry with us, and snatched us from the world where 
mercy may be found, and fixed us in that sad abode, 
where no sabbath ever shines." 

Drunkenness leads to temporal and eternal destruc- 
tion; it entails disease on the body; beggary on the es- 
tate; and damnation on the soul. Who hath woel who 
hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who hath bab~ 
hling? who hath wounds without cause? who hath 
redness of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine» 
*hey that go to seek mixed wines Look not thou upon 
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tM t^ne when it is red, when it giTneth iU eoloiir in tfie 
$upi when it moveth itself aright, Jit the last it biieth 
like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder,^ Woe unto 
thefn that rise up early in the morning, that they may 
follow strong drink; that continue until nigp.t, till 
wine inflame them ! And the harp an4 the viol^ the 
4abret and pipe, and' wine are in their feasts; but 
they regard not the iQork oftjie Lord, neither consider 
the operation of his hands. Woe unto them that are 
mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle 
strong drink.^ Drunkards shall not inherit the king' 
dom of God.'\ 

The guilty indulgcncG of loose and wanton desires, 
tbotigh so awfully prevalent, entails on multitudes of 
young transgressors, years of nijsery and early death. 
*« There is a chaste aRection, which, fixing on a suigle 
object, and operating under, the guidance of discretion, 
produces the most generous sentiments in the heart, and 
the most tender endearments in domestic life. Such a 
passion, by forming an attachment at once the most 
^ithful, delicate, and lasting, has often a happy influ-»- 
ence over the whole course of our following years. But 
tust is. an unhallowed fire, which burns only to destroy 
health, honour, and peace."* ** For the lips of a- 
strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her mouth 
ifi smoother than oil; But her end is bitter as worm^- 
wood, sharp as a two-edged sword. Her feet go down< 
tfi death; her steps take hold on hell. I beheld among 
the simple ones. I discerned among the youths, a 
young man void of understanding, passing through 
the street near her corner; and he went the way to her 
house; in the twilight, in the evening, in the black an^. 
diark night: And, behold there met him a woman, with 
tjte attire of an harlot, and subtle of heart. With 
much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the 
JfatteriTtg of her lips she forced him. But he knoweth- 
not that the dead are there; and that her guests are in^ 
the depths of hell. He goeth after her straightway, 
flttf an ox goeth to the slaughter, or a fool to the cor- 
rection of the stocks: till a dart strikes through his 
Hver, as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not 

.Pror. «iii. 2J-82. 'Xh, v. U. &fe,Xfc6git^- ^^• 
♦Th9rB»wi:<ia Early Pi«ty, p. 62. ° 
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that U is for his life. Remove thy way far from her, 
and come not nigh the door of her house; lest thou 
give thine honour unto others, and thy years unto the 
cruel: And thou mourn at the last, when thy flesh and 
thy body are consumed. Let not thine heart^ decline 
to her ways, go not astray in her paths ; For she 
hath cast down many wounded; yea, many strong 
men have been slain by her. Her house is the way to 
hell, goina down to the chambers of death }^ Picture 
to yourself a young man, the slave of this destructive 
sin. He might have enjoyed liealth and vigour : have 
been a comfort to others and a blessing to himself: but 
his crimes hav« ruined his health; disease sends him to 
an early tomb; and his murdered soul goes hence, laden 
with the guilt of that srime, of which the Most High 
has solemniy said. They that do such things shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God. For this ye know, that no 
whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, 
who is an idolator,hath any inheritance in the kingdom 
of Christ and of God. Let no man deceive you with 
vain words : for because of these things cometh the 
wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.^^ 

Does a young woman give way to the seducer, alas! 
she finds the way of transgressors hard indeed. Re- 
proaches of conscience, loss of charact€r, with the 
other bitter fruits of this crime, become her sad portion. 
Perhaps she goes onward in sin, and ends in prostitu- 
tion; then has she peace? Ah no ! she has become in 
reality, the off-scouring of ail things. How different is 
such a one from what she might have been! and from 
what others are, who have made God the guide of their 
youth. They the ornaments and comforts of the fam- 
ilies to which they belong vbut she, ah what is she ? 
** An abandoned prostitute ! lost to all sense of shame, 
and to every right feeling! she lives only to propagate 
disease, and wickedness, and misery, and death, and 
damnation, to all who come within the reach of her 
pestilential breath! She becomes one of the grand' 
agents of hell, in the {vccomplishment of these infernal 
works.'** How deep is now her wretchedness! A min- 

'JProv. V. a— 5; vii. 7—10. 21; ix. 18; vii. 22, 23; v. 8, 9,11;* 
i\. 26, 27. '2Ephes. v. 5, 6. 
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iaier who wa« called by his situation to addi^ss scfaio 
hundreds of these poor creatures mja joar, for several 
years together, made this statement, ** Let them be 
hardened and callous to what other subject they may, 
there is one on which they all feel, and feel acute- 
ly. Speak to them of the extreme misery to which 
thev have reduced themselves, and you touch a string 
which vibrates from heart to heart through the whole 
-company: they are all melted into tears!*** 

Connected with these crimes, dishonesty often takes 
its dreadful place. Parents are fobbed by ungodly 
children. Masters are plundered by those they employ, 
in the shop, the counting-house, or the ware-house. 
But bitter are the fruits of this disgraceful sin ! bittet 
for time, as well as for eternity. Fear of detection, 
distrust, discredit, and in the end, the prison, transpor- 
tation, or the gallows, are the frequent termination of 
those dishonest courses, to which proBigacy and lewd* 
liess lead. 

O could those who have tried to the utmost, what 
deUghts transgression yields, address you, they would 
assuce you, that the ways of irreligion are full of sor* 
rows. Behold, in your imagination, the sabbath-breaks 
er, that went out on a party of pleasure, brought home, 
as hundreds have been, a ghastly corpse. See the 
firunken and the lewd, wallowing, for a few short years, 
an the mire of sensuality $ then view them rotting with 
disease ; then follow them a little further, see the close 
of all; view them expiring, filled with consternation 
and horroE, perhaps blaspheming God and dying; dying 
miserably as that wretched Atheist, who when tola 
that nothing more co|M be done for him, and that he 
tnost die, clenched his fists, gnashed his teeth, and 
eaid with the utmost fury, ** God, God, I won't "die," 
and immediately ezpired.t See this, and then say, Are 
these the ways of pleasantness.^ la this the path of 
peace ? No, not unless damnation is pleasant, and hell 
the abode of peace. All who have tried the paths of 
sin have ft^und them hard. O could fallen angels speak 
to you, would even devils declare a painful truth, they 
^ould assure you of this. When was it that these kneVr 
happiness .^ It was before they sinned. 

* Scott's Sermon oa Licentiousness, p. 21, 22. 
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Sect. 4. K'eglect of religion is an inexpreftftibly dan- 
gerous evil. Perhaps you look with horror on some of 
the sms already mentioned, yet allow me to assure you, 
Jrou cannot, while you live without God, say. Thus far 
will I go in sin, and no fuHher. You cannot, when 
you please, calm the tempest of unruly passions, by 
saying, Peace be still. Few are hardened in iniquity v 
4Uid sealed for perdition at once. The way of sin is (% 
progressive way. Little did Hazael think, when he 
conversed with Elisha, that he should afterwards mur- 
der his master, and become the nicnsfer he .became. 
Xittle did David, when he first turned his eyes on Bath- 
«heba, suppose that he should soon plunge deep, in* 
base adultery, and atroc.ous murder. Little did Peter 
tlunk, when he first denied his Lord, that to that false- 
hood, perjury and prefaneness v ould so quickly be i»dd- 
«d. Little did the youth, tvho dies the victim of youth- 
ful lusts imagine, that the first wanton thought he in- 
dulged, Was tbe forerunner of all his guilt find misery. 
iiitUe did the thoughtless girl, who ends her life a 
prostitute, think, that when indulging a vain pride in 
^Iress and shov« , she was paving the way for all her fu- 
ture guilt aiid wretchedness; but, the way of the wick" 
^sd scdueeth them,^^ 

Sect. 5. Perhaps you are clear of all these open 
crimes; perhaps you may continuie so; you may be imi- 
able and moral, but still you are a sinner; and it is 
inexpressibly dreadful to delay turning to God, in whom 
you live and move. Little did thousands, once lik© 
you, imagine where the ways of irfeligion end. It is 
dangerous to trifle with a God. Souls Income indispos- 
ed by sin and time. The Spjfk has begun to strive 
with you, but you know not m>w soon he may have 
done. You may quench grace but cannot kindle it. 
These three kinds of persons are seldom brought to 
heaven. Those, who long persist in sin; those, who 
long enjoy the means of grace in vain ; and those who 
fall Trom God. Perhaps because you imagine there is 
nothing flagrant in your pleasures you think them inno- 
cent delights. But are they such in the sight of Godi 
Are they such, while they steal your heart from him? 
Are they such as will give yon pleasure at last 1 
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Not merely are the ways of irreligion inexprc!fefiblf 
-dangerous, but all their delights so traosient, that it is 
distraction, to neglect eternal life, for them. They 
f^ass away like an arrow, and end in the most bitter 
.■4}e6pair. O leave the world, before the world leaves 
'you ! Jook to Jesus, before he says, / never kncu* 
yoUi depart from me! 

Sect. 6. • A death-bed,' it is truly safd, • is a detector 
of the heart;* il proves that the ways of sin are ways 
of sorrow. What are worldly pleasures then.^ What 
comfort can they give ? It is said that Mr. Hervey, 
was once travelling with a lady , who expatiated largely 
on the pleasures of the play-hoiisc. She mentioned the 
pleasure of thinking beforehand of the play, the pleas-* 
ure of seeing it, aud the pleasure of recollecting it af- 
terwards. Mr. II. mildly observed to her, that there 
was one pleasure which she had not mentioned. She 
inquired what that was; and he told her, the pleasure 
of recollecting it upon her death-bed. She felt tli© 
remark, and is said to have sought better pleasures. 
The miseries that await those who are strangers to 
humble piety have been awfully displayed in the dying 
houri^ of nraltitudcs who had slighted thai one' tiling 
needful. 

The following account by Dr. Yoimg, rcpecls the 
last hours of one who was once esteemed a man of 
pleasure. 

*' Refusing to hear any thing from mo, or to take 
any thing from the physician, he lay silent, as far as 
j?uiden darts of pain would permit, till the clock struck. 
Then with vehemence exclaiming, ** O time, time! it is 
fit thou shouldnt thus strike thy murderer to the heart. 
How art thou fled for ever! — A month! for a single 
week! I ask not for years; though ^n age were too lillle 
for the much I have to do.'* 

** On my saymg we could not do too much; that hea- 
ven was a blessed place — ** So much the worse. 'Tis 
Jost ! 'tis lost — Heaven is to me the severest part of 
hell!" Soon after I proposed prayer. ** Pray you that 
can. I never prayed. I cannot pray — Nor need I. Is 
not heaven on my side already ? It clones with my con- 
science. Its severest strokes but second my own." To 
a friend who wa9 present he said, 

^^ Digitized by LjOOgle ^^ 



«* My touch injured friend! my soul, as my body lies 
in ruins; in scattered fragments of broken thought: re- 
morse for the past, throws my thoughts on (he future. 
Wofcse drea^of the future strikes them back on the 

East. I turn, and turn and And no ray. Didst thou feel 
alf the mountain that is on me, thou wouidst strugglo 
■with the martyr for his stake, and bless heaven for the 
flames; — that is not an everlasting flame; that is not 
an unquenchable fire.". He afterwards exclaimed,. 
••^O ! thou blasphemed, yet most indulgent Lord God! 
Holl itself is a refuge, if it hides me from thy frown.'* 

The honourable Francis Newport, who was favour- 
ed with a religious education, and afterwards became 
altogether careless of religion, is stated to have died in 
the following awful manner. 

" The violence of his torments was such, that he 
sweat in the most prodigious manner that was ever 
seen. In nine days he was reduced from a robust state 
of health to perfect weakness, during all which time 
his language was the most dreadful that imagination 
can conceive. At one time, looking towards the fire, 
he said, .** Oh! that 1 were to lie and broil upon that 
file for a hundred thousand years, to purchase the fa- 
vour of God, and be reconciled to him again! But it is 
a fruitless vain wish: millions of millions of years will 
bring me no neirer the end of my tortures, than one 
poor hour. eternity! eternity! who can properly 
paraphrase upon the words — for ever and ever!** 

** In this k\n4 of strain, he went on, till his strength 
was exhaust elfr ^nd his dissolution approached; when 
recovering a little breath, with a groan so dreadful and 
loud, as if it had not been human, be cried out, * Oh! 
the insufferable pangs of death and damnation!' and 
so died; death settling the visage of his face in s>ich a 
form, as if the body, though dead, was sensible of the 
extremity of torments." 

Another person, who was a gay and thoughtless lov- 
er of the world, uttered the following, among other ex- 
pressions, in his dying hours. 

** Oil! that I bad been wise, that I had known this, 
that I had considered my latter end. Death is knock- 
ing at my doors: In a few hours more I shall draw my 
last gasp; and then judgment, the tremendous judg- * 
"^ent! how Bhall I appear, unprepared as I am, befoi:© 
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the all knowing and omnipotent God? How shall I eit-i 
dure the day of his coming! O! that holiness is the on- 
ly thing I upw long for. I have not words to tell you 
how hlghl/i value it. I would gladly part wkh all my 
estate large as it is, or a^^orld tp obtain it. Now my 
benighted eyes are eii]i|^ened, I ^earl^ discern tho 
•things that are excellent What is therein the place 
whither I am going but God? Or what is there to be 
desired on earth but religion? The day in which I 
should have worked is over and gone, and I see a sad 
horrible night approaching, bringing with it the black- 
Xiesa of darkness forever. Heretofore, woe is mej when 
God called, I refused; when he invited, I was one 
©f them that made excuse. Now, therefore, I receive 
the reward of my deeds; feaitfulness and trembling are 
come upon me; I smart, and I am in sore anguish al- 
ready; and yet this is but the beginning of sorrows! It 
doth not yet appear what I shall be; but sure I shall 
be ruined, undone, and destroyed with an everlasting 
destruction!" ., 

A young woman who had lived negligent of the great 
salvation, not long befbre she died, burst into tears, and 
4iaid, ** O that I had repented, when the Spirit of God 
was striving with me! but now I am undone." She 
^afterwards exclaimed, ** Oh how have I been deceived ! 
When I was in health, I delayed repentance from. time 
to time. O that I had my time to live over again? O 
that I had obeyed the gospel! but now I must burn in 
hell for ever. Oh ! I cannot bear it. I cannot bear 
it." Not long beftte she died, she said, " Etersity^ 
Eternity. Oh to bwn throughout eternity."* 

Perhaps you think ^uch cases, though dreadful not 
fj-equei*; but, it is to be feared, they are by no means 
rare. ' Within a few days, several awful instances of 
the danger and m^ry of an irreligious state have been 
mentioned to the writer. One unhappy creature, in hia 
dying hours,* among a number of dismal expressions, 
used euch as the following. <* Oh that hell! Why must 
I leave this earUi! O that hell?" A farmer, filled with 
enmity, againsi real religion, went from his house into 

* Yid. Sithp^oii's Plea and Pike's Consolatioa of Gospel 
Truth, fcc. , ooai^ 
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fta adjacent tM, Tittering m wish that he migkt never 
enter the kingdom of heaven,, if be did not ruin a piou9 
neighbour, whom he disliked; and scarcely had h« 
^teached the bottom of the Wi, before he dropped an4 
died. Another, who was a socinian in principle, and iQ 
practice prq^ane and worldly, hp-d, by an apoplectic 
fit, been warned to prepare for meeting hi« God; but 
he would not listen to the warning; his health return- 
ed ; he loved the world ; he put far off the thoughts of 
death; and often talked of living to his hundredth year. 
One afternoon, it was stated, he expressed his expecta<» 
tion of this, to a person, ip a neighbouring village: 
Ah sad presumption on to-morrow! that very even- 
ing he was seized by another fit, and hurried all un- 
prepared, Q^ it is to be feared, he was, to the bar of his 
Judge. 

A young woman who had occasionally attended the 
writer's ministry, though, alas! in vain> waS laid updti 
the bed of death. \n that solemn situation, her lamen- 
tations and bitter grief; were most affecting-. She con- 
fessed that she had neglected the great salvation. Oh! 
j»he exclaimed, ** Oh my hard heart! I find no softness 
in it. It will not relent. Is there, no forgiveness for 
we! Am loot tp be saved Lord!" Her most frequent 
, cry was, •* Lord- break my hard heart!'* In a few hoiir» 
»ft6r this she died. 

Another young woman, who had also attended the 
writer's ministry, but who continued a carejess worldly 
• £[irl, was hurried by a sudden disease, inta the eternal 
world. It was stated, that not Uttny hours before her 
death, she warned One of her relates, not to walk m 
*the vays in which she had walked, declaring that they 
led to hell, and. that she was going thither* 

Is such the conclusion of a life of sin? ute sf^h the 
consequences of making light of Ch^^tl then as you 
would avoid the awful end of transgressors, forsake 
their destructive path! If you, continue in it, your owij. 
departure from the world, may hereafter too closely re-* 
eomble theirs, whose unhappy end has b^en now describe 
ed. Bitter would it then be for you, in awakened remem^o 
brance to think of those sins, and of that neg^ect by 
which the soul is undone, Alas! what madness is it to 
choose damnation, if you may but go, what is to C05* 
rupt nature, a pleasant way to hellozedbyL^oogle 
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Xisten not to the voice of seducers who would lead 
•you to ruin. They promise you liberty but are them- 
selves the vilest slaves of sin, and the servants of cor- 
ruption. Their artifices to lead you into sin, or to keep 
you in your present statcf, are stratagems of Satan, to 
-engulf you in eternal misery. When the insidious but 
smiling seducer, would tempt you astray, think with 
yourself, ** Can I bear my Creator's anger ? Can I en-- 
vdure my Judge's frown .^ Can I dwell with everlasting 
burnings? Shall I neglect eternal life, and choose eter- 
nal death, for things that perish in the using.?" — May- 
God teach you to act a wiser part than this! Amen. 



OHAVTSB ZVZZX. 

The terrors, and fearful consequences, of death and 
judgment, to the .unconverted, a reason for early 
piety, 

-Sect. 1. Death a melancholy event to the irreligious.... s. 2." 
Their wretchedness at entering the unseen world. ..s. 3.^ Judg- 
ment most dreadfal to them....s. 4. A strict account must 
then be rendered of a sinful life....s. 5. The young further 
warned that God will bring them into judgment.... s. 6. Mer- 
cy not then to be found. ...s.7. The young siuner will be sen- 
sible then of his cruelty to his own soul. 

Sect. 1. Has what 1 have already urged on your at-' 
tcntioa produced, under God, the desired effect ? or has 
all been urged in vain.'* if it have, let me, before I 
leave you for «ver^ intreat you to consider those awful 
scenes, to which you are hastening so fast. 

Should you love tho world ever so well, should you 
enjoy it ever so much, and even li^'e in it, through the- 
longest terra allowed to man, yet short is^the longest," 
and when past a nothing. You must die. You may 
forget, but cannot ward off the stroke of death. How 
thoughtless soever ypu may be of death and eternity, 
they are nearer to you, every hour, and you, even you 
must die. If you continue to live without God, you 
must die without him. Imagine yourself leaving the 
vorkL in that awful state. You must leave it thus^ 
©iiless yoij repeat a?4d re«iember yoiir CceatoJT. Imitg- 



ino yotir la$t dky arrived. This seen* ©^vanity, is eftJ- 
ing. The world, you loved, is leaving yoq for ey«r. 
l?eJiind you is a wasted and 8in.8pe,nt li^. Before you, 
is the grave, judgment, and eternity. Your day o£ 
grace is finished. Your soul, loaded with innumerable, 
sins, is going to meet th^at God, to M'hom all your se- 
cret guilt has been revealed. Where can you look for 
refuge ? Man cannot help you, and. you have every rea- 
ron to believe, that God will not. Now sina forgotten, 
come to mind again. Now guilty 'pleasures stare you. 
in the face; but all their charms are gone. Kow fears! 
and terrors crowd upon your soul; and devils seem tOj 
beckon you away. All is darkness and misery before; 
all guilt and folly behind. Oh fearful state ! Oh fear- 
ful end of an ungodly life! You must plunge into 
eternity; and justly dreadful the awful change. No 
friend ean go with you; you must die alone and go 
alone to meet your God. All. else is forsaking you; 
and ho who would never have forsaken you, he wba 
would have stood by you, and ha v^ beea your friend 
for ever, even he will refuse to receive you. H-aw you 
would dread to be carried out to sea alone on a single 
plank; or to be tossed alone upon some unknown shore, 
where you knew none, and none knew you! But what 
]d this to passing into another world, where all is 
fitrange and new; a world so different from this poor 
transient state, that all is awful, and all eternal there I 
Tet thither you must go. The hour, the dreadful hour 
arrives. Your last nK>me]it comes, you die; and ah! 
the agonies of death, are succeeded by the fiercer tor- 
ments of danmatioa and despair. No kind angels wel- 
come your departing spirit. No gentle messengers ap,. 
pear, to convey it to eternal rest. O doleful state? i€ 
this were the worst, but far worse than this rezoaind 
tmtold. Your sweet season of mercy is. gone; and m 
«(ain you wish for mercy and for time again. Weeping, 
friends commit, your body to the grave; friends, who* 
Kttle imagine where the wretched soul is fixed. There 
must the body lie, till the graves give up their dead, 
:ind it rise to. the resurrection of damnation* Your squI 
5s conveyed to the infersal prison; there fe await its 
final and still more dreadful doom, at that day when, 
the soul and body, that were paitne^yn^suipshiU hm 
aH^ioerviamiaeji^. " ' ^ 
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Sect. 2. Oh how dreadful a change is this! Oh when 
, ihey, who trifle with salvation, have breathed their last, 
how may they shrink back from the scene which opens 
before them? how may their terrified souls wish to 
creep into their dead bodies again! but wish in vain. 
Oh what terrible dismay must seize upon them, when 
that world, that eternal world, which they neglected, 
all at once appears before them! When the sight of the 
majesty and glory of that God, whose threatenings and 
invitations they equally disregarded, bursts upon them! 
and no place to hide their affrighted souls; no way to 
escape the terrifying sight. Now indeed they find it a 
fearful thing, to fall into the hands of the living God, 
whose mercy is changed to vengeance. Oh miserable 
immortals! how terrible are their feelings, while they 
stand, trembling and despairing, before the great and^ 
dreadful God; and see him who is love itself to his 
children, denouncing nothing but vengeance and terror 
on them! could they shrink back for one year more 
to life! What worlds, if they had them, would they give 
to gain this boon. could they have but one month'e 
mercy more, or could they die a second time and never 
live again. O how distressing, beyond the impassable 
^ulph, to see the blessed heaven, but themselves shut 
out.* To see those glorious and happy siints and an- 
gels, that might have been their companions for ever, 
but now not one friend among them. To see what they 
might have enjoyed, and what their sin and neglect of 
Christ have lost. And Oh, though heaven is shut 
against them, hell is open to receive them; that is 
the region, which they must take instead of heaven; 
that seat of horrors; that mournful gloom; that outer 
darkness; that wretched abode of everlasting fire, and 
ever tormenting fiends. O dreadful hour when they en- 
ter that flaming prison, yet there they must await eter* 
nal judgment. 

Sect. 3. Ah my young friend, remember that th« 
bour, though now forgotten; but, if you live in your sins, 
the terrible hour of eternal judgment will arrive. That 
judgment, which you have been reminded, will be the 
completion of the true christian's triumph; at that^ 
thoughtless as you may be of it, you must appear. Yet 



fifty £oTg6i it now, but will be unable to forget it tbt tt. 
Tou possibly laugh at the expectation of it, but will- 
then find it dreadfully serious, to see and feel its ter- 
rors. You, even you, must hear the Archangel's trum^ 
pet. Tou must behold the descending Judge, and the^ 
burning world. Willing or imwilling, ready or not 
7eady> there you must appear. There will be no shrink- 
ing from trial; no escaping the notice of the Judge; na 
lingering longer hi the grave. Appear you must, for, 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his_ 
mighty aneels, inflaming fire, talcing vengeance of» 
them that know not Gvd, and that obey not th^ gos^ 
yel of o%ir Lord Jesus Christ ; Who shall be punish*^ 
^d with everlasting destruetion from the presence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of his power. ^ God wUl 
render unto every mem according to his deeds: Ti» 
them, who by patient continuance in well doing, seek. 

for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life z 
But unto them that arc contentious, and do not obey 
the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation arid 
ysrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of 
man that doeth evil, of the Jews first, and also of the 
Gentiles,^ Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and 
let thy heixrt cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and 

^walk in the ways of thy heart, and in the sight of 
thine eyes ; but know thou, that for all these things 
God will bring tfieei into judgment.^ And whosoever 
V>as not found written in the book of life was cast into 
the lake of fire.* Do you believe that such a day will 
come, and can you forget iti forget that day, which 
one would think should fill every unconverted heart 
with terror! forget that day, that joyful, or that dread* 
ful day, which will come, as surely as the sun shines in 
the heavens! forget that awful day, when you, without 
any fear or hope of change, must become like the an- 
gels of heaven, or the fiends of hell. Oh* will you for- 
get it? If you were going on trial for your life, before 
»n earthly judge, how anxious would you be to procure 
an acquittal; and when you hare to go before an infi- 
nitely higher Judge, whose decision wUl be life or death 
eternal, will you be $o distracted, as to remain uncon- 
cerned? 

12 Thesfc i. 7-"9. ^SLtasu u. 6-#j ^StuclBB. xi. 9. 4Rev. xx. l)S. 
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Sect. 4. There you must account for the deeds don^ 
in the body. Then your actions must be tried; your 
ivords examined;^ then the black aggravations of your 
Crimes will fully appear. isinner, then it will be 
known, how you broke through the checks of con- 
science; and the restraints of religion; how you wer6 
warned of your dagger, and exhorted to repent, but 
still, obstinately impenitent, went forward to destruc- 
tion. Or if your heart has, at times, been seriously im- 
pressed, and yet in vain, it will then be seen, as one 
of the aggravations of your sins, that you felt the pow- 
er of divine truth, and yet went on to sin again. The 
sermons .of ministers, the admonitions of friends, and 
the warnings of the Bible, will aU be remembered in 
judgment, and produced, to show how much greater in 
▼our guilt, than theirs, who lived in heathen landd, and 
iieard no tidings of salvation. Then too it wiir be 
known what poor trifles, what base delights, you pre- 
ferred to the love of God and the joys of heaven. O 
think not to escape! God will bring thee into judgment. 
Though thou shouldst be hardened in life, and even 
deluded in death, yet when thou hast had thy day of 
Bin, God win have his day of vengeance; and when 
thou hast had the pleasure thou must have the pain. 
Think not that you nave done with the sinful pleasures 
tind follies of past years.. You have not done with 
them yet; the aelight is gone, but the sad account re- 
mains behind. You perhaps call your youthful sins, 
frolics, or innocent sports, or foibles at the worst, but if 
Vou are thus deceived, God is not. Your slights of re- 
ligion; — your neglect of his service, and his ways; — 
your broken sabbaths; — ^your wasted days; — ^your pride; 
— ^your vanity; must all be answered for on that tre- 
mendous day. 

Sect. 6. Know, O ybung man, if you are a follower 
of the world, you must then receive the reward of all 
your sinful actions; your riotings, and re veilings, your 
drunkenness, and debaucheries, your hardening others 
in sin, your wanton songs, TOur profane words, shall all 
icome to light, and insure your damnation. Though you 
may be a wanton profligate, or even a scoffing mfidel, 
yet God will bring you into judgment*; and mfidel as 

•^om. xiv. 12. 2 Cor. v. 10- Matt, xii, ^le 
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you may be, will make you tremble before that bajT^ 
which is the object of your contempt and ridicule now. 
Or if you are all that is moral and amiable in the sight 
of men, yet if destitute of saving grace, God will see in 
you ten thousand unforgiven ems, for which he will 
condemn you then. Know, O young woman? that God 
will then bring you also info judgment. Your sabbaths 
wasted in indolence or trifling m%rriment, — ^your time 
squandered on poisonous novels, — ^your heart wrapped 
up in dress and gayety, while God and religion are shut 
out of it; — ^your glass consulted, while the Redeemer is 
neglected, — ^your fondness for worldly delights, — your 
forgetfulness of your poor immortal soul,— all these 
sins, and many more, are crying to heaven against you, 
and not one, in that awful day, will be forgotten. Per- 
haps, my youthful readers, all who wish you well for 
ever, strive in vain to gain your attention, or impress 
your hearts, but God will make you listen; God will 
bring yon into judgment. Vain will he the pleas and 
excuses that now deceive yourself and others. The 
Judge will pronounce the dreadful sentence'; he will 
say, " Depart from mei/e cursed into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels,** and depart you 
must. 0, dreadful sentence! to depart from Christ, 
the only source of happiness, — to depart from him ac- 
cursed, laden with the heavy curse and wrath of God, 
never to be removed, — To depart from him, accursed, 
into everlasting fire ; and that the fire, which was jar c- 
pared for the devil and his angels! 

Sect. 6. O, my young reader! stop while thia sen- 
tence sounds in your ears; stop, and consider your 
ways. Can you bear to have it, with all its horrors, 
pronounced upon you? If not, O turn to God. Con- 
sider, that if you turn a deaf ear to this warning, and 
harden your heart against this friendly call, that time 
is coming when you must remember it again. In the 
latter days, says God, Ve shall consider it perfectly,* 
God will then remember the ingratitude and unkind- 
ness of your youth. At that last day, you may call for 
mercy, and God refuse to listen, as he now calls on 
you to turn to Christ, and you refiise to hearken. His 
word says. Because J have called, and ye refused; I 

*Jer, xxiii. 20. 
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"have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded ; 
but ye have set at naught all my counsel, and would 
none of my reproof; I also will laugh at your calam- 
ity ; I will mock When, your ftar comtth. Ulien your 
fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction com- 
eth as a whirlwind' ; when distress and anguish come 
upon you, then shall they call upon me, hut I will not 
answer ; they shall seek me early, hut they shall not 
find me; For that they hated knowledge, and did 
not choose the fear of the Lord : They would none 
of my counsel ; they despised all my reproof ; Thetc^ 
fore shall, they eat of the fruit of their own way, 
and he filled with their own denicesJ Then, when all 
his terrors are set in array against you, how will you 
answer him? You cannot say you were not called to 
serve him, for the lines yon are reading, would witness 
against you. You cannot say you were too young, htmI 
•expected longer time, fov he has taught you that the 
youngest ai'e not too young to die, and that those who 
seek him early shall find- him. Alas, what will you 
then think of this warning! how tremble before your 
Maker for the sins of your youth. The Lord Jesus 
Christ will remember your ingratitude and wickedness; 
and when they who sought and found him betimes, 
have entered his eternal rest, while he crowns' them 
with his everlasting love, you^ a poor trembling, unfor- 
given creature, may knock at the door of mercy, then 
forever shut. You may join your voice with that of 
foolish millions^ in the dismal cry, Lord Lord, ope^i 
unto us ! Leave us not to perish in endless woe, and 
infinite despair. Leave us not the prey of .devils, and 
the scorn of hell. Leave us not without one glimmer- 
ing beam of hope through a long and dreadful etern:-, 
ty." Alas, vain cry, the Judge will say, / never knew- 
you, depart from me !^ O, be wise! be wise, and guard, 
by early piety, against the terrors of that day. Thd 
Judge, the eternal Judge, will not be thus inexorable, 
unless, by your choice of sin, you make him so. Givq 
him now your heart, and he will then give you a crown 
of life which fadeth not away. 

Sect. 7. But if you will not regard this advice, though 
yott should not bafore, yet you will then know your 

yprov, i. 24—31. 8Matt. vii. 28. ^^^.^ 
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crudly to ^m: o.wn soul. The?i you may sadly exclaim, 
** God was kind to me ; he sought my happiness, and 
had 1 listened to his voice, I should have be(jn for ever 
happy. The Son of God was gracious to mo. O, how 
numberless were bis compassions; had I regarded them, 
how jbleseed should I now have been: the Spirit of God 
vas kind to me. Though grieved and resisted, hovr 
long l^e strove with me. O, had I yielded to his gentle 
influence, no creature surely, had been more blessed 
than I' The servants of God were kind, to me. Pious, 
friends warned me, and prayed for me, and wept for 
me. Faithful ministers taught me, and laboured for 
my good, and wished for no reward, but my salvation. 
But 1, alas! was unkind to all these, and cruel to my- 
^ii]£. I denied them all they sought — my happiness; 
— all they played for — ^to see me snatched from hell. 
()! "had I had but half that compassion for myself, which, 
others had for me how blessed had I been how. What 
treasures, jqys^ and glories would have been mine. O,^ 
had I let my God, my Redeemer, my christian friends, 
or ministers, had their desire, I should now have beea 
^^ising to eternal glory; but ungrateful to God, and 
cruel to myself, I have undone my own soul, with aa 
everlasting destruction. Wretch that I was, to have nq 
pity on myself, while so many pitied me. Wretch that 
I was. To rush so madly to eternal flames, while so! 
many strove to. keep me out; and alas, so obstinate- 
ly to refuse such blessings, while so pikny sought to 
mak^ me a partaker of them. 
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C9APTB& ZIZ. 

7!%e eternal tuin of the ungodly, a motvoe for the early 
choice of Religion, 

Sect. 1. iSome persons are awakened by terrors.. ..s. 2. Hdl, 
....s. 3. The state of the most wretched prisoner on earth a 
happy one compared with that of lost souIb....s. 4. They lose 
all the blessings of thi» world and all those of the next... .s. 5. 
Hell most miserable as it is the abode of all that is hateful...: 
«. 6. As it is the lake of fire..,.8. t. As to outward torment i* 
added inward agony.. ..s. 8. And as all its wretchedness is 
vtcrnal. 

Sect. 1. There exists, in many mindd, a strong dis<r 
like to a faithful representation of those horrors, to 
which the ungodly are expiosed, in the eternal world; 
yet the divine Saviour and his apostles, by denunciations 
t>f the terrors of a wretched eternity, warn the sinful to 
. flee from th6 wrath to come. Far, my youthful reader, 
am I from loving to dwell on so painful, so dreadful a 
fiubject. I know that it is not the terrors of tlie Al- 
mighty's vengeance, that must melt the heart; but I 
also know that, in many instances, those terrors have 
awakened the impenitent, when all other consideration's 
have failed. Fain would I have you drawn with the 
bonds of love; sweetly constrained by the love 6f Christ 
to follow-him; but, perhaps, I address some hardened, 
or some thouc^htless son or daughter of folly, on whom 
that lovo has made no impression. O ! then let me 
make one effort, more for your salvation; and though it 
is a dreadful reason, let me urge one reason more for 
your accepting the grace of God. And O eternal God! 
do thou now assist me, and by thy terrors alarm that 
thoui^tless soul, which thy love has not affected, nor 
thy promises allured. 

Sect. 2. Dreadful are the representations which the 
Scriptures give of the punishment of the ungodly. Hell 
is described as a lake of fire; of fire prepared to pun^ 
ish the devil and his angels. At the end of the world, 
the angels shall come forth, and ^ever the wicked from 
among the just, and shall cast them into the furnace 
of fire; and there shall be wailing and gnashing t)f 
02 
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feeth.^ The Judge shall say. Depart from me, ye eur-- 
/ted, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and 
hvi anffels. ^nd these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment; but the righteous into life eternal* He 
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire? The 
fearfuly and unbelieving, and the abominable, and 
murderer, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idol" 
aters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake 
which bumeth with fire and brimstone; which is the 
second death.* And the smoke of their torment as- 
cended up for ever and ever; and they have no rest 
day nor night,^ It is better for thee to enter into life 
fn'^lmed, than having two hands to go into hell, into 
the fire that never shall be quenched, where the worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.^ The Lord 
trieth the righteous; but the wicked, and him that lov- 
nth violence, his soul hateth. Upon the wicked he 
shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible 
tempest; this shall be the portion of their cup.'' The 
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations 
thut forget God.^ The Lord Jesus himself tells of one 
who lived in wealth and pleasure but he died, and m 
hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and sect h 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom; And 
he cried and said. Father Abraham, have mercy on 
me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his 
finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tor^ 
mentedin this flame. But' Abraham said. Son, re^ 
member that thou in thy life time receivedst thy good 
thim^s, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he 
is roniforted and thou art tormented. And besides all 
this, brttoeen us and you there is a great gulph fix* 
ed; so that they which would pass from hence to yoH 
eannot; neither can they pass to tis that would come 
from thence.^ 

Sect. 3. What bitter misery must they epdure, who 
fee! iho wretchedness here described ! What outward 
torment ! what inward anguish ! How dire will be the 
liorrors of the hellish prison ! The phice, the company, 
the stale, will all unite to make hell a hell indeed. Fig> 

^Matt. xiii. 49, 50. ^Matt. xxv. 41—46. ^Matt. iii. 12. 
^itee. XXI. a 6Rev. xiv. 3. ♦'Mark ix. 43, 44. 'Ps. xi, 6. 
epsalm ix. 17. ^Luke xvi. 23— 2&. 
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ure to yourself a priBoner, in tho most dism&I cell, of the 
most di£iaml prison; yet his is a happy state, compared 
With that of a lost sou). Think of such a one, in a 
most doleful dungeon. No light ever shines there. The 
poor sufferer has wept away a score of years in darkness. 
Black bread is his oniy food, water his drink. No humaii 
tongue ever utters one kind word to him. He hears no 
pound, bu| the harsh grating of nisty doors, and the rat- 
tling of chains. In vain for him the sun shines, he sees 
it not. Others are happy, but be is wretched. Others 
have friends, but he has none. Others have homes, a 
dungeon is his home. Others have clothes, chains aro 
alnH>st his only covering. Others have comfort, no com- 
fort is ever his. — This is a prisoner in the dungeon of some 
earthly tyrant; but time is flying, a greater than man 
will soon set him at liberty. Ah ! for what would you 
be in such a situation ? Would the whole world bribe 
you to pass twenty years in such a dungeon ! Twenty 
years thus spent would seem longer than twenty ages. 
Yet, Ah ! to those who have sunk to hell, what a heav- 
en would the prisoner's dungeon seem ! Compared with 
the miseries of damnation, his miseries would be blessed- 
ness. 

Sect. 4. All the delights of lost soula are gone for ever. 
Their pleasures, which they loved more than God, are 
for ever departed. Their laughing is ended; their mirth 
is finished. They have done with play-houses, and 
card-tables, and taverns, and romances and novels. Tliey 
/«ing their wanton songs no more; but groan beneath the 
*ting of every guilty pleasure. All their delusive hopes 
are iled; they no longer dream of heaven; but hope has 
)eft them to be tormented by black despair. All their 
false peace is passed away; and they learn, by bitter ex- 
perience, that theie is no peace to the wicked. Once 
they deluded themselves with presumptuous expectations 
and hoped for heaven, while they slighted the only way, 
that can lead a sinner thither; but now they are dread- 
fully undeceived. Once they could scorn religion as un- 
necessary strictness: but, now, too late, they know that 
it was the only real wisdom. With all their pleasures, 
and delusive hopes, every other mercy will forsake them. 
No eabtmth shines on them. No season of mercy cheers 
them with its light; their days are ended, and a horrible 
right of etercal darkness, h^s be^un. Once they might 
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kftve prayed; but thcn'lhey would npt; «nd in hcU tliey 
cannot. God calls on them no more ; but has forgotten 
to be gracious. Jesus pities thdm no more; nor can his 
blood ever wash away one of their sins; though once it 
might have cleansed them from all. The spirit strives 
with them no more. Once they would not turn; and 
now they cannot. No one will ever more pray for them. 
Ko friendly voice will ever say to them, Sinner turn, there 
is^mercy for you. The sermons of rainii^tors shall no lung« 
er weary them; for they shall hear of gospel grace no 
more, the aduionitions of pious friends shsill no longer 
trouble them; for in hell tlwy are fixed bqyond the reach 
of hope, or prayer, or admonition, or mercy. 

Then too all the blessings of the next world, as well 
«is those of this, i^nll be for ever lost in them, t3od wilt 
never, for one moment, cheer them with his smile. Ne- 
ver will they pass a single hour, where saints and angels 
enjoy a whole -eternity. They are for ever shut out of 
the heavenly city. Tlieir ey«8 will never behold its glo- 
ries; their ears never he feasted with its melodies; tbeir 
hearts never be gladdened with its delights. No crown 
of glory will ever be theirs. Theh" tongues shall never 
join the heavenly anthems of praise, for victory and sal- 
vation. God will never wipe one tear from tbeir eyes; 
or remove one pain from their hearts; but will rather 
pour out .upon them all the fierceness of his wrath. Je- 
sus will never lead them to fountains of heavenly pleas- 
lire ; not for one moment, manifest to them the smallest 
portion of that love, which, in full perfection, he will 
manifest to his friends, through one eternal day. 

Sect. 5. In hell too all thflit is evil will meet. Every- 
thing that is detestable, every abominable passion will 
leign and triumph thers. TIw unhappy creature that 
sinks into that dreadful prison, will have no companions 
but tormenting dovils, and the spirits of the damned. . 
There they, whose lives were the blackest, and whoee 
dispositions the most horrid will meet. Nero, and Her- 
0(|, and cruel persecutors Alexander and bloody conque- . 
rors, the guilty crew of Sodora and Gomorrah, Paine and 
Voltaire, Hume and hardened infidels, profane blasphe- 
iners, ferocious murderers, swearers, adulterers, drunk- 
ards, with Satan and his angels, will compose the dread- 
fiil society of hell. Among all thege, there will not be 
''TIC mild di(5Da3ition; or one ckcum3tance to soAen *^ 
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tAge of the infernal passions, they feel within. There, 
alas ! must fhey dwell, hatefal, and hating one another^ 
ever tormenting, and ever tormented, with every hellish 
passion, and every devilish disposition, augmented by the 
madness of despair. There not one soft word will be 
ever spoken; not one mild look ever seen; but rage and 
fury be vented in cursings and blasphemy. O could you 
endure in this world, such company for a single day f 
how dreadful is their lot, who must dwell with devils and 
the damned for ever. 

Sect. 6. Besides all this misery, is added,* that of the 
fire that never shall be quenched. And O who can dwell 
with devouring fire! who can endure everlasting burn- 
ings. How unutterable will be the miseries of that lake 
of inextinguishable flame! all the torments which mar- 
tyrs have suffered, would be almost easy, compared 
with the torments of damnation. Many of those faith- 
ful servants of God have yielded up their lives, in the 
midst of dreadful burnings; but these were htot an ever- 
lasting fire. An old writer says, " I have somewhere 
read of the horrid execution of a traitor in this manner: 
being naked, he was cliained fast to a chair of brass or 
some other such metal, that would burn most furiously, 
being filled with fiery heat; about which was made a 
mighty fire, that by little and little caused the chair to 
be red and raging hot, so that the miserable man roar- 
ed hideously many hours for extremest anguish, and so 
expired. But what an horrible thing had it been to have 
lain in that dreadfal torment eternally."* If merely a 
finger be burnt or one limb be scorched, how torment- 
ing is the pain! yet what is this, compared with sinking 
in the flaming waves of hell, tormented in every part» 
and nothing to give a momentary relief ! yet this must 
be the careless sinner's dreadfal portion. The Son of 
God himself has declared the awful truth; and it is a 
hideous cruelty to an immortal soul, to undo it, through 
a delusive hope, that God's threatenings will not be 
fulfilled. Can you then, young sinner ! dwell withf 
everlasting burnings J you must, if you do not repent. 
If your hand were thrust into a flaming furnace, the 
torment would be great, but more supportable, if you 
were assured that in a minute, it should be taken out 

• Boltoak 
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again: but if your hmnd were capable of lasting" so lottg^ 
and you were assured that it should continue bunung- 
for life, how intolerable would your misery seem! how • 
would you wish for death to end it, yet it would be & 
nothing, compared with what the spirits of the damned 
must feel in hell. There all the soul, and, after tho^ 
resurrection, all the immortal body, must endure indo^ 
Bcribable misery, and no easy part within, or withotit.w 
How dreadful is the state of those, who, dying in their 
sins, are dragged down to devils, to infinite despair! (> 
what a change, when they are snatched away from, the 
world they loved, to that where there is nothing butt 
malignant spirits to torment them; no sound of a Sav-« 
iour's love; but horrid lamentations and despair. What^ 
fearful horrors stare thera in the face on every side t 
How would they shrink back from the mouth of thot 
infernal dungeon, but oh! they cannoti, for the w^atW 
of an incensed God drives tliem in» And when once> 
they have entered it, it is for eternity, AIcw! how in-. 
fetnal the society, how doleful the abode. Oh thai 
dread torments of eternal 6re. Oh the horrid company 
of hellish fiends. Where can they turn their affrighteSi 
eyes ? Alas! it is every where the same sad spectacle;, 
blackness and 'darkness, and devils, and ilame. O 
could they die again, but die they cannot. Roll on ye 
everlasting ages, but why roll on ; ye will never be 
nearer to an end. 

** Tempests of anffry fire shall roll 
To blast the rebel worm. 
And beat upon his nalced soul. 
In one eternal storm." 

How dreadful a change is this, for the careless sinner. 
Here he has many comforts, and, what he esteems^ 
pleasures ; there not one. Here tender friends are hia 
companions by day; but there are no kind companions 
there. By night an easy bed refreshes his weary limbs; 
and in cabn sleep even his sorrows are fiorg^ten ; but 
there he will sleep no more to forget his misery ; but 
v/rithe and toss his wretched form, for ever on the lako 
of fire. Here even the most distressed have somothin^ 
remaining to lessen their wretchedness; but it is not so 
there. Human kindness cannot enter; and devils can- 
not lore. There is nothi»g to give, even once in teu 
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^thousand years, a moroentaiy pleasure. Not one drop 
^f ease to mingle with a sea of misery. Not one gleam 
«f hope to brighten that eternal night. Not one drop 
«f water, to cool, for a moment, the wretched tongue, 
tormented in that everlasting fiame. Misery will reign 
in every heart ; despair wiil scowl oi? every face ; djs- 
Iraetion, rage, and remorse will tear every souU 

Sect. 7. Ah it will be jbo. To the £re that never ^hall 
he qnenched, is added the worm that will never die. 
The lost 0inner will feel a hell within, as well as hell 
without. Infernal passions, like so many ravenous vul- 
tures, will tear his wretched soul. Little, young sinner, 
do you imagine what misery will spring from this one 
Bource. Some unhappy creatures, even in this world, 
'Eave seemed to be lively images of what lost souls must 
be for ever. A statement, to the following effect, ap- 
peared in 1767, in the New York Theological Maca- 
*ine. *' A young man who had had some serioufi im- 
pressions, but who notwithstanding hardened himself 
m sin, declared to a person who' was desired to converse 
with him, that after that time when God seems to have 
forsaken him he had feelings which he never experi- 
enced in feuch a degree before. His heart became as 
hard as adamant — his enmity against God increased to 
a great degree. After that time he did not feel on© 
desire to ask, or receive mercy, or the least favour from 
God. He never reflected on the divine character, but 
bis heart rose in the most violent opposition. When- 
ever, said he, I reflect that God is Almighty, just and 
holy — that I am dependent on him — that he can and 
will do with' me what he pleases, my heart burns with 
rage and fury, and had I power, I would execute ven- 
geance upon the Almighty. He then said to a number 
under religious impressions, ** I have heard you relate 
the feelings of your hearts, and you appear to have 
some sense of your wickedness; but if enmity of heart 
against God is wickedness, and that it is I am fully con- 
vinced though I wish to believe the contrary, your pres- 
ent sense is nothing compared with the fountain of ini- 
quity within. I know if all men's hearts are alike you 
would dethrone the Ajlmighty if you bad power. Had 
I an omnipotent arm, heaven would soon be stormed, 
and God be cast headlong from his throne." In cxpres* 
sions like these sta uttered hin^elf for some tiioe, to 
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appearance actuated with the highest rage* *• I hara 
jio peace, said he, day nor night, my torment is as great 
Keemingly, as I can endure. God is constantly in my 
view, arid my heart is constantly burning with rage and 
fury.'* His eyes, his countenance, his air expressed the 
flame feelings with his words; such a sight I never saw, 
before or since. Nothing I could say availed any thing 
unless to increase his rage and enmity. He had^ as it 
appeared to me, the most clear and lively Sense of the 
wickedness of the human heart — of the divine charac- 
ter — of the creature's dependence — and the nature of 
the future torments, of any person with whom I was 
ever acquainted. Some of his friends told me, that kis 
distress was sometimes so great, that he would lie down 
and roll upon the floor, from one side of the room to 
the other, and groan like a man exercised with excru- 
ciating pain! and cry. Oh! that* I could banish <Tora my , 
mind, all thoughts of God for ever and ever. At one 
time he travelled barefoot in the night, twelve miles in 
a deep snow. He was followed by the track he had 
made, and gave as a reason for his conduct, that bodily 
pain was the only means, by which he could divert his 
mind from those objects which gave him greater distress 
than what .he experienced in his travel. He therefore 
did it to mitigate his distress. Oh doleful cpnditioni Oh 
miserable end of a life of sin, if this were all its misery I 
but as the happiness of saints is never perfected on 
earth, so there is no reason for believing that even this 
^leJidful wretchedness, is at all to be compared with 
the miseries of the damned. Words cannot describe, 
nor imagination even conceive, v/hat will be the re- 
morse of such a soul. Then will the sinner discern for 
'.vhat he lost the fair inheritance of heaven. Then will 
I'.c see for what poor trifles he sunk his soul^ to hell. 
Then will he know what low and base pleasurci^of a 
jnoment, he preferred to eternal life and clernal gloiy. 
Oh, how will it wound his soul, to think of grace refus- 
ed, and Christ neglected. Oh, while he blasphemes his 
God, how will he curse his own self-destroying folly, in 
choosing, the way to hell instead of that to heaven, and 
sin instead of religion. Oh, how bitter now will be the 
remembrance of sabbaths wasted! of mercy rejected! 
f^f the calls fo which he would not hearken, and the 
admonitioas he would not regard! ** Is this the hell,'' 
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nwy the unhappy cwature say, " .^i>^ | was tAiOoeing^ 
when I turned a deaf e&i to the ».ivim of Godl Is this 
the fVuit of ray fancied wisdom! and this eternal flame«. 
the end of all my p^asunes! Is even this damnation my 
•wn choice ? Ah! why have some with whom 1 once 
met, why have they risen to glory! why have the hea- 
venly i^ates admitted them to shut me out ! They were 
no better by birth than I ^ they wexe not born the heirs 
of heaven any more than I. Like me they were the 
children of wrath. Why are they admitted and I shut 
©al 1 Why are they happy and I miserable ? They in 
heaven and I m hell! Ah! they listened to the Saviour's 
%roice,.and I hearkened not. They turned to God, and 
I refused to turn. They were wise and I distracted; 
now they are blest and I undone. Wretched creature ! 
&nd have I sold my soul for a moment's base delight ? 
Have I valued eternal glories at so little a price ? Have 
I preferred the world and the devil to a compassionate 
Saviour and a gracious God ? Alas! I have. Woe is me! 
All is lost! My soul is lost! and damnation, with all its 
horrors, must be mine to all eternity." 

Sect. 8. Eternity, eternity! this completes the sin*. 
ner's nnsery. O young sinner, if once you sink to hell 
it will make even hell itself more horrid, to think that 
you must be for ever there, ** The intolerablcness," 
says one, *' of your pain and torment will make every 
day seem an ago, and every year as long as eternity; 
4ind yet you must lie there an eternity of these long 
years."* Had a lost soul in hell, but the faintest hope 
of deUvorance> thoi^h at the end of as many millions 
of ages^ as there are drops in the sea^ hell would losc^ 
half its herrofs. There would be some hope of deliver!) 
ance ; uut now, alas ! Eternity, which might have been the 
measure of their joys, will be the only measure of their 
torments. There the fire never shall be quenched. 
Could, a lost soul drop but one tear, one in tea thois- 
sand yesitBy and do this tiU a sea as vast ^s all the seas 
on earth together, were filled with tears, all its suffer'- 
ingSt in that long,, long period, would be bat the be- 
ginning of eternal misery. All tho^e millions of years 
of wretehedness, would bring the unhappy soul no near* 
ec to ao ei^ of its tormeatfl, thaa one poor Meeting 

* Blabop Kopkiofi. 
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hour." Oh infinitely iniserable creature! that whenmiy* 
ions of years of §«^^ow are past, can only say, *' These 
flames again, these tortures again; and when million^ 
more have flown, will still find their miseries beginning; 
still be looking forward to new ages of misery; and for 
ever see an eternity of misery still before them. Were ' 
these sorrows to be borne, only for the most numerous 
course of ages, they would be more supportable; every 
hour of misery would then bring on an end of all mise- 
ry; and of the most deeply undone sinner it might bo 
said, that the time would come, when devils should 
cease from tormenting, and the unhappy should be at 
rest. Yet, Eternity! that joyful or dreadful word 
forbids the hope. Oh pitiable folly of unhappy men, 
wretched madness of miserable sinners! so wilfully to 
refuse a Saviour's grace, and so obstinately to plunge 
into perdition. And, O my young friend ! is not this 
yours? If it is, these sorrows will soon be yours. You 
may forget how fast eternity comes, but will never for- 
get how slow it goes. Do you not pity those, who, by 
one wrong step in youth, entail on themselves misfor- 
tune and sorrow for life ? but O how are you to be pit- 
ied who HI this short life are ruining an endless one. 
In this little inch of time, you are bringing a heavy and 
immoveable curse on a whole eternity. You are doing 
the worst mischief to your own soul, that hell can wish; 
and worse than a united hell could do. Satan may ' 
tempt you to slight saltation; but he cannot make you 
do it. O, will you make light of Jesus still ? and still 
refuse your heart to him? Oh, if you do; alas for you, 
that ever you were bom, for when your future wretch- 
edness has lasted, as many millions of miserable years, 
as there are sands on the sea shore, it will be but the 
beginning; and when it has continued as many more it 
will be no nearer ending. A head-ache, or a tooth- ~ 
ache, or a burning fever for one night are painful; but 
, what is this to a painful eternity? How slowly go your 
hours when kept sleepless with pain; how long they 
seem; while you count hour afler hour in sad succession, 
and wish the morning to appear; but there is no easy 
morning to follow the night of hell. How slowly will 
go a sad eternity there, when no hope of an end appears. 
What life of sinful pleasure and neglect of Christ can 
ever make amends for this? How short is th© triflipg. 
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imd how long the sorrow. How short the pleasure, aufi 
how long the .pain. How short the momentary entis* 
faction, and how long the dreadful punishment. Tlit; 
christian, when he look« around, may mourn to think 
what will be their Jot in eternity, whom he sees so care- 
less of eternity now. * These poor creatures,' he may 
often have to say, * unless they repent of their sins, will 
he lamenting the sinful deiightt; of to-day, ten thousand 
•ages hence^ for eternity is theirs.* O my young friend, 
<couId you DOW look iiito that flaming prison, whose 
terrors no tongue can express; could you see the Ihrid 
flame, the darkness visible; could you<l>eho]d those who 
•were once' angels, changed into devils; and the immor* 
tal spirits, that might have reached heaven, now wel- 
tering in the lake of ike; could you see this, you would 
behold what you, even you, must see ere long, unless 
you seek that grace which leads to glory. Could you 
«ee this, it might then be said to you, *•* Hither tend the 
paths of transgression. Hither a youth, spent in folly 
and vanity has conducted many, here end the pleasures 
of sin." 6 flee from destruction; flee from the tempter; 
flee from all that would charm you to neglect your Ood, 
•for such charms allure to helL 



The young Header entreated to make his lastins 
choice. 

^KCT. 1. Inqviry respectinf the yoong Rcnclor's chmce....s. 2, 
^ight Scriptural marks ior 8elf-exaniination....3. S. Various 
questions proposed, to assist the Reader in jud^n^ wliat . 
is Ibs spiritual state.. ..s. 4. Youth the period of life for 
choosing r€li^on...,-8. 5. The Reader entreated 4o choose 
that ^oed part. 

Sect. 1. It was the blessed resolution of Joshua^ 
that whatever others did-, he wouM serve th^ Lord ; 4 
resolution made more than three thouf?and years aao, 
but which doubtless yields him satisfaction even to the 
present hour. And now you have read thus far in tliifl 
little volume, what is. your decision ? . I have endeav- 
oured t^ s»t before you soa^e of the pleasing, and eortie 
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of the dreadful motives which urge you to embrace th^ 
Gospel of the Lord and to lead ajife of piety and peace. 
Yei think not that the half, or even the thousandth 
part has been told. Faint is the representation, here 
attempted, of the love of Christ; the worth of the bouI; 
the joys of heaven; or the terrors of hell. Those aw- 
ful realities, in solemnity and importance, more exceed 
the account, here given of them, than a thunder clap 
exceeds the faintest whisper; or than the noon-day sun 
outshines one glimmering spark. What then, again I 
ask you, is your decision f Have you chosen ? ojr will ' 
you choose the way of life ? Perhaps, you know that 
you have not; or perhaps you scarcely know whether 
you are in the way of life or not. If this be the case> 
examine yourself by a few plain Scriptural marks; 
and try' your state, before it be tried by the eternal 
Judge. 

. Sect. 2. — 1. They who are the willing ^laves of their 
sins, are most certainly in the way to destruction. 
** Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves ser- 
vants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey ; 
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righte- 
ousness? Now the works of the flesh are manifest, 
which are these ; Adultery, fornication, uncleanneys, 
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, 
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envying?^ 
murders, drunkenness, reveUings, and such like; of the 
which I tell you beforehand, as 1 have also told you in 
time past, that they which do such things shall not in- 
herit the kingdom of God. Let no man deceive you 
with vain words; for because of these things cometh 
the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 
He that committeth sin, is of the devil; for the devil 
einneth from the beginning."^ 

2. They who indulge envy, hatred, malice, or any 
vnalevplent passion are most surely in the way to hell. 
'* If ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespasses^ He that loveth 
)iot his brother abideth in death. Whosoever hat«th 
liis brother is a murderer ; and ye know that no mur- 
derer hath eternal life abiding in him. If a man say, I 
love God, and hatcth his brother, he is a liar; for he 

'Rem. vi. 16; Gal. v. 19^ 21; Eph, v.^ I JoU u:,.B, 
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that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how 
can he love God whom he hath not seen ?"* 

3. They whose lives may be mora), but who in" 
dufge a careless unconcern about salvation, who are 
thoughtful about this world but thoughtless about the 
next, are most <;ertainly hastening to hell. ** Therefore 
we ought to give the more earnest heed to' the things 
which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them 
slip. For. if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, 
and every transgression and disobedience received a just 
recompence of reward; how shall wo escape, if we neg- 
lect so great salvation. See that ye refuse not him that 
speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that 
spake on earth, much more shall not we escape if we 
turn away from him that speaketh from heaven. Then 
eaid he unto them, A certain man made a great supper, 
and bade ma^y; and sent his servant at supper time to 

' say to them that were bidden. Come; for al) thini^s are 
now ready. But they made light of it, and went ihc'lr 
ways, one to his farm, and another to his merchanfii/.Q; 
And they all with one consent began to maiie excuse. 
The first said unto him, I have bought a pric-c of 
ground, and I must needs go and see it ; I pray thee liave 
me excused. And another said, I have bought five 3 o!vu 
of oxen, and I go td prove thtm; I pray thee hove ine 
excused. And another said, I h;ue married a wife, oiid 
therefore! cannot come. Then saith he to his servants, 
the wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were 
not worthy.. For I say unto you, that none of tliose 
men which were bidden shall taste of my supper. Fur 
many are called, but few are chosen."^ 

4. They who are in the way to heaven, have been 
brought to see and feel the evil and .sinfulness of sin, 
and been brought to true repentance; without which 
no one can be .saved. ** Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish. Every one that cxalteth himself shall 
^e abased; and be that bumbleth himself shall be exal- 
ted. For thus saith the high and Ibfty One that inhobit- 
cth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high 
and holy place, with biro also that is of a contnfc and 
humbly spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to 

«Matt. vi. 15; 1 John iii. 14, 15j iv. 20. 
^B^b. ii. 1— Sj xji/ 25; Luko ;ivi.l6, &c.; Matt. xxii. fl, &q^ 
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teviv;e the heart of th« contrite ones. The sacrifices of 
God are a broken spirit: a broken and contrite heart, O 
6od, thou wilt not despise. Come unto me air ye that 
are weary and are heavy laden, and I will give yoti 
rcBt."* 

5. They who are in the way to heaven, have been led to 
the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation. " Knowing that a man 
U not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that 
w^e might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not bV 
the works of the law; for by the •vi'orks of the law ebaft 
no fiesh be justified. Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jcsus Christ, who hath blessed us with' all sph*- 
iiual blessings in heavenly places in Christ; To thepratse 
and glory of liis grace, wherein he hath made us accept, 
ed in the Beloved: That we should be to the praise of 
liis glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye also 
trusted. Who his own self bear our sins in his own body 
on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness; by whose stripes ye were healed. For ye 
were as sheep goiiig astray; but are now returned unto 
the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. "3 

6. They who tire in the way to heaven have such a 
Value for the Lord Jesus, that they prefer him to tho 
whole world; and they who would not part with every 
thing and even life itself, for Christ's sake, cannot be 
his disciples. This truth is most certainly taught in Scrip- 
ture, and is so decisive a mark of our real state, that t 
beg your particular dttentioh to it. *' But what things 
were gain to me, those I counted lo^s for Christ. Yea 
doubtless, I count all thir^ but loss for the excellency 
of the kivowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord; for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them 
but dung, that I may win Christ. Unto you therefore 
which believe he is precious. Lord thou knowest all 
things, thou knoWest that I love thee. Whom havm^ 
not seen ye love. He that loveth father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me; and he that loveth son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And he 
that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not 
worthy of me. Whosoever doth not bear his cross, and 

•Luke xiii. 3; xviii. 14; Is. Ivii. 15; Ps. li. 17; Matt. xi. 28. 
*Gal. ii. 16; Ephfts. i. 3, &c.^ 1 Pet. ii. 24, 25. 
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«ome aAer roe, cttnnot be my disciple. Whosoever be b^ 
of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he caonot be 
iny disciple. If any inan love not the Lord Jesus Christ,, 
let him be Anathema Maranatha."^ 

7. They who are in the way to hei^ven set their a^ 
fections on things above; i^nd they, whose affectiona 
are not fixed on heaverJy things, whatever their profes- 
^on may be, have no true religion. " Lay not up for 
yourselves treasures upon earth, wh^rQ moth and rust do 
corrupt, and wiiere thieves break through and steal: But; 
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrqpt, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal; For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also. If ye ^en be risen with - 
Christ, seek those things which are abqve, wh^re Chribt 
aitteth on the right hand of God. Set youif afl^ctions on 
things above, and not on things on the eartl^i. Now they 
desire a better country, that is^ a heavenly; wherefore 
God is not ashamed to be called their God; for he hath 
prepared for them a city. Here have wo no continuing 
pty^ but we seek one to coro^. For we walk by faith, 
not by sight. While we look not at the things which are 
Been, but at the things which are not seen; for the things 
which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not 
seen are eternal. Hai^ walk, of whom I have told you of- 
ten, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the ene- 
mjoe of the cross of Christ. Whose end is destruction — 
who mind earthly things. For our conversation is ia 
l^eaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, tho 
Lord Jesus Christ.*'* 

8. They who arc in the way to heaven, i|nanif<^st theu^ 
faith in Christ, by lives of holiness* They resist si^^ 
they watch aad pray; they study and endeavour to bo 
like their Lord; and they who are careless of leading 
holy lives are perishing in sin. *' For in Jesus Chipst 
neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircum^ 
cision; but faith which worketh by love, faith, if it hath 
not works, is dead, bei^g alone. Be not deceived; God m 
not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 

4l>hil. iii. 7; 1 Pet. ii. 7; John xxi. 17; 1 Pet. i. 1; idatt. x. 
a?, 3ft Luke xvi. 27, 3S; 1 Cor. xvi. 22. ^Matt. vi. 19, 
21; Col. iii. 1, 2; Heb. xi. 16; xiii. 14; 2 Cor. v. 7; iv. 1^ 
PhiL iii. 18, &c. j 
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Kc also reap. For he that soweth to his fiesh, shall o^ 
the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the 
Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. Follow 
peace with all men, and holiness without which no man 
shall see the Lord. But now being made free from sin, 
and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto 
holiness; and the end, everlasting life. In this the 
children of God are manifest, and the children of the 
devil; whosoever doeth not righteousness, is not of God^ 
neither he that loveth not his brother. Mortify there- 
fore your members which are upon the earth. Take 
ye heed, watch and pray. I say unto all, watch. Fol- 
low thou me. Christ suiTered for us, leaving us an ex- 
ample that we should follow his steps. For if ye live 
after the fiesh, ye shall die; but if ye through the Spir- 
it do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. And 
hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his 
commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keep- 
eth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him."® 

Sect. 3. Do any of the former of these few plain 
marks show you to be yet in your sins? or do the lat- 
ter appear in you and mark you as a child of God. 
Have you been humbled before God, for your sinst 
Have you fled to Christ for righteousness and life.^ 
Have you learned to esteem Jesus and salvation above 
all earthly good! Would you sooner die forjiim, than 
live without himi Do you choose heavenly things in 
preference to earthly? and is it the chief desire of your 
heart, and the main concern of your life to live as yoa 
would wish to die? Multitudes go much further in pietj-, 
than all this, but if these marks of our possessing re- 
ligion be wanting, be assured, on God's authority, thitt 
you are no more than almost a christian at the best; 
and far from happiness and heaven. Can you, when 
5^ou look back on life, if unable to tell the time when 
you were first awakened; yet say, One thing I know ^ 
that whereas I was blind, now I see ! Can you see 
that you have, from your heart, devoted yourself to 
God? that you have seriously and deliberately, chosen 

8Gal. vi 6; James ii. 17, 26; Gal. vi. 7, 8; Hub. xii. 14: 
Rom. vi. 22; 1 John iii. 10; Col. fii. 6; Mark xiii. 8S, 37: 
John xxi. 225 1 Pet. ii. 22; Eom. viii. 18; 1 John ii. »,4. 
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htm Sis your God; «nA Chrtfet^ bM your Samoufl FT ydti' 
discern nothing of this kind, depend opdh it, the rcasoif 
^ that yoti are as yet pCTisHiiig''in your sins. Transac- 
tions bctweeh God and'the sob!, of so riitibh'impdrtanc^ as- 
tlie.^, carinbt pfdssibfy haVeta'kefipTa'ce without your no-' 
tice and rftpnfembrattde. When aity onh hks'beenbrought^ 
cJut of datkhtess' into light, does'htJ Rnoirit ? Wbfen a^ 
«?rvant Has chfifiTffed'riiusters, is he not arware df his* 
change ? aild ifhc forgfets the day, yet he rcnlembers tbat^ 
fluch a change has takenr place ; and'if vou had' chang- 
ed the service of the world 'rfnd sin, nir that of God* 
mid' Christ, li'ouldyoo'not know that you had- don* eo?^ 
Alas! ybU ciartnrft haVe Jtfyiairier prtfor, tbat ydii are in* 
yrtur sins, than having' nb Knowledge of any altcratioii' 
ofthis^ kind in your views' a'nd ffeefings. But should t 
Ifeav'e you thii^?; Cfod forbid! I beseech you to be re<*on- 
ciled to God: Ibeseecfiydu t6' choose the w'ay of life. 
Sect. 4: Vonth is you/ choosing time. Tlie ye Sirs' b6- 
tWefen fifteen ahd twetity-five are an aw^ul' important' 
sigasoii. t^hat yon atie at thte end of thrft period, yon' 
V^ill probably be for ervet. Thiit llaboriorus and usefuf 
xhinister, Dbddridge', not' nnmy years before his death, 
observed, that by far this gi-erater part of those whd 
had" b6eW adttfittett to' comniunfeh in the churcfi, under* 
his care, were as he apprehended, undei* t^-ehty-fouF 
)'earrfof age; aVitfthat, of those who hadbefen admitted 
later, several were brought' to rdli^dn* in their much 
f??irlfer y^ars. Anothiei' minister; who' labbured' with' 
great succor, in' onef church for neftrly forty years, anrf 
undoy \those ministry, it has be«n siippoSed; ais many a^ 
a thousand persons ^ere converted, is stated to' ha\W 
observed, that he n'eter knew one person, who sAt uVi- 
SUfft tlie prfeaching of the gospel ' till his thirtieth year, 
withiout einbracing religion, thtit ever embi^ced it af- 
tdrwartls. ^o true is it, my young- ffiend, that youth' 
is your chodsing tiniev Kow thi^refbre decide, who^e' 
you Will be* ih' this wdrli, and* who^C' you wiS be" f6r* 
ever. :tie hold life and death are before yob. It is for 
i^tefnit;^ that you have' to roiike your choice. You 
have to d^tidb whefhei* yoxiwilJ h6 a child of God', of 
tf slave of thV devil'; an inhabitant' df heaven, or an^ 
o\it-cast in heiL Your e^rtyduys are days for begin- 
ning' to ber happy; fdr accanti^ happini^ss that will la^t 
forever; and ctfh yoru db this tip' sd4in:?J5fjr^H^ouId' 
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possess heaven seek it ;iow; you cannot, through Chnst 
obtain a title to it too quicfkly. 

Sect. 5. By the infinite worth of religion, I beseech 
you make your choice. More than a thousand lives 
depend upon it, even a whole eternity. All that i* 
deemed most great, and most important, all about which 
the wise debate, and the noble contend, all for which 
nations war, and armies die, is as wcHrthless as a feath- 
er, compared with the blessings of the gospel. 

By all the joys and glories of heaven, I beseech you» 
embrace early religion. If you wish ever to enter those 
blessed abodes; if you would ever obtain a crown of 
life eternal; make this your choice. You may obtain 
everlasting glories; you may enter heavenly rest, and 
when this poor vain life shall have passed, dwell in the 
presence of God and the Lamb; you may do this; and 
will you not.? Are you bent on shutting your own souF 
but of happiness^ The crown of glofy, peace and bles- 
sedness, joy and triumph, the sweet society of angels, 
and the love of God, all may be yours; and will you 
refuse them all? By these, and ten thousand heavenly 
blessings, I entreat you, seek God as your God. Then 
welcome death; welcome eternity; welcome all th» 
scenes beyond the grave; welcome the great judgment ; 
Wjlcome heaven. 

By all the care and kindness of others for you, 1 be-» 
seech you to turn to religion. Shall God entreat you 
in vain to be reconciled to him? Shall Jesus sue in 
vain? Shall the Spirit strive in vain? Shall all who la- 
hour for your good, labour in vain? O forbid it, and be 
wise for eternity. 

By all the solemnities of death, I beseech you choose 
the way of life. . Think of your dying hour, 6f your 
physician saying. Their is no hope, of your friends bid- 
ding you a last farewell, of your pulse stopping, your 
voice failing, your eyes closing, and your soul taking 
its everlalbting flight. And will you for the pleasure bT 
a moment undo that immortal soul? Think of yourself 
stretched lifeless in a coffin; of your grave opened; of 
your funeral over, of your body the prey of worms and 
corruption; and in a little while of nothing remaining of 
ypuin this world but a heap of dust; O think of these 
things, and by these be persuaded, to make that choic^ 
now, which will yield you satisf&otion when you die. 
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By the vanity of this world, I beseech you to clibose 
that Saviour, who would guide y6u to a better. When 
you see the remains of skeletons, and of moulded cof- 
fins, thrown up in a grave yard to make room for anoth- 
er who is going to the same long home, think what is 
the value of this world to them, that lay in those coffins 
once'l Its worth to them, is its worth tp you. You 
must die, though they are dead. You must need a cof- 
fin soon, though they have done needing one. How 
small is the difference.? They have* met their God; and 
you will shortly meet him! They are in heaven or hell; 
and you upon the edge of one or the other. In this 
situation, for so vain a world, slight not I entreat you, 
jour immortal soul. 

By all the eternal Father's kindness, I beseech you, 
yield your heart to him. By his goodness in giving you 
life; by his kindness in crowning your days with com- 
forts; by his patience in bearing with you, when he 
might justly have spurned you to hell; by his pity in 
offering you salvation; by his love in giving bis beloved 
Son to death, for your transgressions; and frowning on 
him, that he might for ever smile on you; by all this, 
and by ail that goodness of the Lord's, which, if you 
had ten thousand hearts, would claim them all; I be« 
«ecch you give him that one poor heart you have. As 
yt>u would not be baseiy ungrateful, and internally 
-wicked to your best friend, I entreat you no longer 
yield, to vanity, sin, and Satan« that health and youth 
'which God demands. 

By all the compassion and love of the Son of God, I 
beseech you make his service your sincere and lasting 
choice. By his deep humiliation and poverty, by his 
poor manger, and life of sorrows; by his tears and sighs 
for wretched men ; by his bloody agony and his thorny 
crown: by his bitter cross,' and all his sufferings there; 
I entreat you give him yourself. Love like his demands 
your all for ever. By his enduring all this, to save you 
from the dreadful pains of eternal death, I entreat you 
defeat not his gracious designs. As you would ever 
have an interest in his love, as you would have him re- 
ceive you to his eternal abode, receive him now aa 
your Saviour, your Lord, 3'our all. 

By every feeling of pity for yourself, and compassion 
for your own soul? I beseech you embrace early relig- 



ieatl^Iess soul, ^vjiich, fitm^other^ayj you mli want of 
£lod aA<i C|;ivi8t.to pUy? Xau love your ^^,>v,<uild yiou 
)^at;e your so(4? yo^ l^iv^ to .^qrn apd p^ee^rvo ih^ 
feeble ;b^il<iing jofjci^yy w(uU4 you 4^hhi the iiiHuort^) 
spirit thai d\%.ell8 within it? You Ipv^ <eAs^,0 pi^y youf' 
^olf) and rush not forward to etar|ii^ -p&in. Vou iove 
b;).ppineas<, O ,l>o wiae ! and chop$e pteraal happiivasi* 
As you would not have b}1 your ^pips &n4 ¥^ despair; 
f s you wpuld^ot htfv« a.11 yj9>ur pleiasure? end in ^orr-ow^ 
as pyer yo\i yfon\ilSmd pity at;t|)ei>aj*of God, and lyeir 
jpy at his hfiui4^> pity y6ur9isir> 9^ ii>^k^ hi^ love ^oi^ 
portipD. 

If you would not abuse the grace of-Qod-tO your own 
destruction; if you would pet he the ^iJfuI jmirdcier of 
your own soul; I beseech yoi^ embrace tke^c^el. How* 
liard you would ;think H> if ^od ^ad 4oc^<^d your ever- 
lasting pai&ery, and ii;revoc9<bly shut you out of ^eav€iD; 
jand now^ wl^en hp pjei^s you lifp and ^Ivation, 4voul4 
you shut out ypurscin Wo.^Ul you hp eo cruel a s^lt 
,murderer, ^s to expose your own £oul to the death ^9t 
never, iiever dies? ior t^t is |he jd^tructian w.h^ich thf 
^pul incurs. You wjHj ypui^»^t ^lo i^uB, if you do pot 
iurn to the ^rd. Could spm^ haxdfnjed cre{atui;e xwK 
you, to sign a declaration^ tl^Uyou ^atedxoligion; that 
you determined to havA npth^ to do witfi |God pr ihp 
^edc^n^r; that um ibr hefiFe,n thiey were w^(;prae to 
pif who thought ;t worth thd&ir ca^e ; gnd as for hell ypfi 
cared nought for it ; — Could you be a«ke4 ip sign such 
p do,ciaratio9, would Apt you st^irt back ^vith hpr^'Or &^ 
f he prioposal of doing £o ? Or had ;90pi,e pne th^ pow^ 
pf oilering you the whole worlds aiid of sf yif\g, " I wiU 
|3^ive you all the happipe^^ of this wprld, oil it^ wealth 
fuad all its hpQours, if you wiU^ve up all hope of h^av^ 
-en; and now consent to b^ shut o^t fox ev/fr; if ^op 
M^ill engage, when ypu die, willingly to eipk ^Qi,\n jptp 
everlasting wretchedness; and to dwell wit)^ t^p devjl 
pnd hi^ angels through #11 etexpity:^' wo.ulfi you ppjl 
^mble 4t the vpry thought of apcepting sjuc^ an o&x? 
and of being ypi^r pun wilful destroyer. thep ^lo bat 
<dp in ^ea^ity, what ypu would not do l)y «u/ch an a^recr 
ment. Most persons Ipse their souls as coippjetpty a^ 
if they baxgain£<^ for the hfis. He who livp« carelees 
^^wgion^ says, by hif C9nd^pt, I chcppe hpH fiOf IPjr 
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portion and Satan for my master. It comes to the 
same at last, whether you profess that you hate relig- 
ioB» or live careless of the blessed Son of God. To des- 
pise serious religion would sink you to hell, and thus 
make you the murderer of your own soul ; and to live .. ith- 
out embracing humble piety, and obeying the gospel, 
will do the same : and where in the end, is the diiter- 
ence? ! 

By all the sorrows of the ungodly, be persuaded to 
make your instant choice. 

« By all the terrors of the tomb, ^ 

Beyonil the power of tongue to tell. 
By the dread secrets of iti womb. 
By death and hell;" 

I entreat you yield your youth to Christ. By the fire 
that never shall be quenched; by the worm that never 
dieth; by the utter darkness, which shall never be 
cheered with one gleam of light ; by the misery, thatshall 
never know one moment's ease; by all the horrors of 
an eternity in hell, I beseech you flee from the wrath 
to come. 

By the^ eternal difference between those, who love 
the Lord, and those who love him not, I entreat you, 
1 beseech you embrace the gospel. All other distinc- 
tions will shortly vanish for ever. Youth, and age, 
strength and weakness, will be soon on a level in the 
grave. My young friend, when you see a person op- 
pressed with poverty and gloom; covered with rags; 
and worn out with the burden of fourscore years, while 
Tou feel vigorous and gay, young andxheakhy, you per- 
haps, think with pleasure, how different is your \6t 
from his. A little time, and that difference will be over. 
It will be al^ over when you meet your God; health 
and youth and vigour will have fled away; nothing but 
an interest in Jesus will avail you then. In the next 
world no distinction will remain, but that which springs 
from true religion; and that will last .for ever. Here 
the dicTerence between those who love Chrisi, and those 
who slight him, is not most perceptible; but it will be 
most fully seen in the eternal world. Here the relig- 
ious and the irreligious meet together. They dwell in 
the same houses; they engage in the same business. l!i 
th« house of God ib»y sit ia the «am« seats, and bear 
F3 



tlie aftme truths; but kcTdafter thety will be parted far 
asunder. The last great separating day i» hasteninge 
on ! and then shall they mingle together ho mofe^ Mo 
iHore shall they occupy tlys same se<i<ts-; n^r dwell i» 
the same heiises; nor pursue the same employments. 
Alt this will be for ever done with; anda distance wida 
indeed, wiU part them for. eternity. O! as you would 
then have the distinction of belonging to Jesus, ero« 
brace Ms gospel now. Aa ever you would ^hare the 
happiness of those who meet in glory, I beseech youy 
by coming to Christ, secure it now. How happily will 
they meet there, who have trodden the same path of 
humble religion here! How happily will the pious child 
meet his parents! the faithful pastor his flock! relations 
join relations again! and friends unite with friends. 

And now, my young friend, permit me otice more ttt* 
fectiotiately to remind you, that life and death are set 
before you. / call heaven and earth to record agcdnst 
you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing 
and cursing, therefore choose life.^ The only alternative 
presented to you is. Religion and heaten; or, Want of 
Religion and hell Which,0 which is yqur choice? Again 
I remind you that now is your choosing time. You must 
be a saint or a brute h^re; and an ange} or a devil 
hereafter. Perhaps you may never again be invited t9 
make this important choice { and your decision this day, 
may be that by which your eternal state will be fixed. 
Choose then, I entreat you, the way of life, if you have 
not already chosen it. Peace attends it, and happiness 
1^ at its end; happiness inconceivable » unutterable, and 
etemall And vfill you choose.^ or have you chosen 
humble religion ? If you have let me take you by the 
hand and lead you into yonder fair and spacious world. 
May 1 imagine that I see you arrived there ? or are yoil 
determined never to go thither. May I imiagifte, that 
I see you befbre the throne of the Eternal, adorned 
with the splendours, and blest in the raptures of hea- 
ven? Ah ! is it b,ut deception ? do you still slight the 
way that leads a sinner to glory and to God? May ' 
imagine, or is that too happy a supposition, that yofl 
ascribe your early choice of the way of life, to the bles- 
sing of the Most High on this little yoiome. O, if in 
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any instance this be the case, blessed be Gody who gave 
the disposition to write it; and blessed be the day, that 
saw it begun. Max I imagine that you look on this as^ 
the happy choosing day, that led you to Jesus;: and 
thus fixed your joy, for an eternity, where days and 
years, and ages are no more. my brother; my sister; 
may I fancy that I meet you there. With your gireat in- 
terests and mine secured for ever ? Blessed hour, bles- 
sed scene. O, in the prospect of it, let me urge you to 
make religion your earliest, only choice.^ It is the best 
that you can make. Were you prevailed on this day to 
obey the gospel and begin a hie of early piety, how 
happy a day would this be to you? The best and hap- 
piest day of your life. The day that you might look 
back upon with most pleasure, even from a death-bed; 
and from the eternal world. Will you then, in God's 
strength determine to make early religion your first con- 
cern ? and never niore to refuse the Saviour's grace .^' 
If you will; seek help from God in fervent prayer; 
commit your soul to Jesus; and then how happily will 
you ere long enter endless blessedness; when this vain 
and inconstant world, this deceitful and fleeting life, 
are passed awa»y for ever. Then how happy will you 
be a hundred years hence, when others are as busy 
about this world, and you are quite forgotten; and your 
very tombstone hardly to be read by passing travellers. 
Then, in what inconceivable blessedness will your hap- 
py spirit dwell, long after not ' one wretched trace' re- 
mains of the hand that has written, or the eye that reads 
— Choose but religion. Give yourself to Christ, and 
life or death will be equally a privilege. Your last sigh 
will then be a forerunnet of eternal praise ; your last 
pang of eternal raptures; and the paleness of death 
will be seen on your countenance, but a moment before 
the glories of eternal life. Yet a few years, and you, 
if you know the Saviour's grace, shall experience a far 
more transporting change than any heart can conceive. 
0, could we see, what thirty or forty years will discov- 
er, it might then be seen what are the effects upon 
your heart, of this little book. It might then be known 
who chose the happy, who the Wretched part. Young* 
as vou may be ; yet a few years and this will be known. 
nee to Jesus. Choose Religion.' Then will your life 
be blessed ; your death happy ; your eternity glorious^ 
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Remember that Shh is the meet important choice you 
can ever be called to make. On this it -depends^ wheth- 
er life BiAll be a biessiiig, or a euTBe;— 'youreelf an an- 
gel, or a devil ;-^47od a firiend, or an enemy; — Jeeus a 
kind Saviour, ot n dreadful Judge;' — heaven your homo, 
or hell yonr prison; — ^praise your sweet delignt, or curs- 
ings and blasphemy your dreadful employment ^-^angels 
find glorified saints your beioved associates, or <levils 
ainrd the damned your horrid companions; — IBatan a van- 
quished enemy, or a horrid tormentor. May the GoA 
^ heaven lead you to seek 3Hmr happiness in the Lord 
JpQsos and himself. If you have made "Oarly religion, 
your dioice, may he lead you lOonvard to the promisetl 
crow^; and if you are not a partaker of dnit best of 
blessings, even now may he soften your JieaK to peni-. 
tence, and direct you to his crucified Son ^ and thus, »t 
length, bring you to that blessed world, where hope 
shall be exchanged for happiness ; faith for sight ; 
grief for gladness ; «langer for safety ; death for life ; 
and where^ to complete ttll^, saints will be for e-ver witk 
tiie Lord. 



Tijbetity ifbjectwHs fo Ecerhf Piety briefly iftai^d uiH 
answered, 

P&RHAps, my young friend, ii you havo seriously 
read what I liave seriously w]:itten, even if not mo¥ed 
to eboose that good part which would enrich you for 
ever, you yet feel that religion is important; but fain 
would t>e excused from attending to it at present. Per- 
haps you -strengthen this disinclination, by eome of those 
objections to early Religion which abound in this cor- 
nipt and wretched world. Permit me then to enumer- 
ate « few of these, and to give them a plain, though 
serious answer. 

Objection 1. I<aro but young; 1 have time enough yet; 
1 do not mean to put religion o£t for ever ; but wISv 
should I begin with it so soon 1 

Jlnsioer. ¥oung as you are, you are not too young to 
die; nor if you die m sin are you too young to be lost for 
-ver. Young as you are, w^re you. to die with only one 
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t>f yow joutbftil flhn upon yoa, that (MM woM sink you 
to destruction. Youog as you are, you are not too young 
-to bo called to meet your God, to stand at bis judgment- 
4>ar, and to be filed in heaven or bell for ever. In this 
jlslsnd aIooe« it is computed, that nearly 7000 persons 
4)ie every week ; numbers of tbese are the young ; and 
while so many gcaves are of>ening evw[y day, may not 
.one s6on be opened- for you? Why should you promise . 
yourself that you shall see old age when so few compara- ■ 
tivelv reach it .' But if you Siould, ** he, that in his 
•youth, reckons it too early to be converted; in old age, 
may find it too late to be saved."* Few, as you have 
l^een reminded, repent in age. Who are the crowds of 
irreligioos persons that throng ouv towns and country, 
but those who neglect God while young? It is a dread- 
Ail fact that few do turn to God in age; but here and 
there one ; just enough to guard the aged from despair ; * 
but so few as to warn the young, not to expect to be 
made partakers of grace and glory, unless brought to 
Christ in youth. 

Obj. 2. But I see many, much older than myself, fol- 
lowing the worfd; tlien wbv should not I do so too ? 

»3ns. Because if they cfioose destruction, you shouM 
not choose it with them. If they abuse the mercies of 
God, and heap up wrath against the day of wrath, you 
should not do the same. If you saw some aged neigh- 
bors taking the way that wmdd lead them to prison and 
the gallows, you would not say, •* They ought to know 
better than I, why should not I foUow them ?" And if 
you see hoary-headed sinners, that have served the devil 
all their days, serving him still, why then would you 
make their desperate madness, a reason for giving your 
youth to tlie devil! CrOd will not inquire of you what 
they did, but what you did. If your friends, if your rel- 
atives, are all the servants of sin, 0! be ambitious to 
be the 'first in your family, that shall find the way to 
heaven. Pray for them ; perhaps some of them may 
follow; but if they should not, it is better to go to hea*. 
ven without ungodly relatives, than to go to hel! with 
them. 

Obj. 8. Perhaps, my young friend, such is your hun^ 
ble lot in life, tluit you have to object, 

* Mead. 
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I am poor, and possess but little knowledge. I Inrork 
hard all the week, and if I do not make Sunday a day of 
recreation and amusement, 1 can never take any pleasure; 
I see too my superiors in riches and knowledge, giving^ 
themselves little concern about rehgion, then yvhy should 
I mind it ? 

Jins. You should regard religion as yonr chief con- 
corn: because you are not to follow the example of the 
great and the noble, but that of the blessed Saviour, who 
was in this world a man of poverty and sorrows. Tou 
are told, in his word, that not many wise men after 
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble are called; 
and that it is the poor that have the gospel preached to 
them.* They oflen hear it gladly*, while the rich and the 
' great as often scorn and neglect it. And though you 
may have no day for recreation except the Sabbath, 
yet what will' be the end of that pleasure /which isgain- 
ed byprofaning that holy day. Surely it will be ever- 
lasting bitterness and despair^ Is not your soul worth 
more than your body? If you knew the pleasures of 
religion, you would think a day in God's house better 
than a thousand days of mirth elsewhere;^ and though 
you may bo poor in this world, would find that delight 
in prayer, and communion with God, which you never 
found in all your sinful sabbath-breaking pleasures; and 
which those of the great and noble, that know not God, 
never obtained from all their riches and honours. 

Obj, 4. Religion it is true is important ; but this is 
not to me a suitable season for following it ; when I 
have a convenient time I intend to inquire for the ways 
of God. 

Ans, And what time will be more convenient than 
the present ? Will it be so when the care and burdens 
of the world, or perhaps of a young and rising family, 
are pressing on you ? Will it be so, when the pains of 
disease and the languors of sickness are overpowering 
all your faculties ? or when the infirmities of ago make 
the grasshopper a burden ? Ah no. Least of all will 
it be so when you come to die. Often have I heard the 
sick or dying declare, that if they had not sought the" 
Lord before, they could not have sought him then. 
But perhaps you think, that as life advances, your op- 

n Cor. i. SO; Matt. xi. 5. sps. lisxiv. 10. 
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^Ute fbrseABUal pleasures will frow less; and tkat then 
fOM skall embrace religion with lees difficulty than now. 
Alas I you are dreadfully deceived. *' You might as 
well expect to drown a fish hy putting it into water, at 
to extingui^ sensual desires b^ following sensual de- 
Ciglits."* 4[f you could not, without difficulty, bend a 
twig, would yeu expect easily to bend a tree ? If you 
^ould scarcely cure a cold» would you expect to cure it 
when it becomes a confirmed consumption? If it be hard 
Ibf a captive to biseak a single chain, will it be ^eaey for 
Ikioi 4o escape, when ioadcd with more t-ban double fet- 
ters? So conversion is made more difficult by delay. 
Think then of no more convenient time. None ean be 
move so; all will be less so than the present. Hemem- 
her Felix said> •* G0 ihy way for this timcy when I 
fiawM mere emmement $eason I will tall for thee;*** 
bttt that more -convenient season nearer came, and Fe- 
lix was tindene. God tells you of no season more -cqn- 
venieot than the present. *< JVbir, ^aya Ids word, is 
the accepts time^^ehold now is. the day of salvation.*** 

Obj, 5. I -might attend to religion, but I have little 
leisure and have much else to mind. 

Jhis. O -my young friend ! whatever else you may 
bav« to mind, the salvation of your soul should be your 
first concern. 'If yx>n were sure of gaining a crown and 
a /kif^dora; of becoming a king or a -queen here; what 
would this be compared with gaining a crown of^lory 
and •endless life of 4:)l0ssedness in heaven ? To ei\joy 
this; e.nd escape the danmation of hel! ; is of ten thou<- 
eand times more consequence to you than to gain the 
whole world, if you were sure you could do it. The 
aposlle Paul counted all things loss that he might win 
Christ; nor does be now repeilt of his choice. Would 
a dying man say, " I have so much else to rjaind, that 
I cannot find leisure to take the modicines, that, under 
pod, may raise me from this bed of sickness '?" Would 
a-condemned oiiminal say* '' I have so much business 
te attend to, that! cannot find time to apply for my 
pardon; or to aoce^pt it if oSered ?" And shall a per- 
ishing sinner say, *' I have no leisure to escape from 
hell and ^eek for heaven ?" To the dying man, or the 
eondemned oriminaU all other business is unimportant, 

* Moad^ *Acu xxiv. 25. » 2 Cor* vi. 5. 
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if life cannot be preserved. And what will all yotnr 
studies, or labours, or cares come to, if your soul bd 
lost ? You would think a condemned criminal distract- 
ed, who would eagerly attend to other things, and slight 
the pardon offered him, though the hour of execution 
might be added. You would say to him, ** Secure yorxt 
life first, then you may follow your concerns with com- 
fort." But what is the loss of life compared with the 
loss of the soul ? What is the folly of the man who 
might trifle in view of the gallows, compared with his 
who trifles on the edge of hell? Secure your soul first; 
Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness ^ 
and all Other things will be added unto you.^ Mind 
this one great business. Let that one work be done, 
without which you are undone for ever; and then you 
may comfortably attend to the other business of life. 
Delay, is injustice to the God of heaven; and insulting 
treatment to his holy Majesty; to put off attending td 
what he enjoins, while you are busied With mere world- 
ly trifles. If ten thousand pounds and a fine estate wero' 
ofTered you, would you say, ** I have too much else to 
mind to think of this offer now ?" And when God of^ 
fers you Christ, and salvation, and gloiy, and heaven,^ 
will you neglect a Saviour, and everlasting blessings,' 
for things, for which you would not neglect a few hun- 
dreds of pounds, or of shillings, if offered you by a fel- 
low creature? 

Obj. 6. I see no need of such strictness ; and can- 
not think it necessary to make so much ado to get to 
heaven. ^ 

^ns. You are by nature corrupt and blind, and it is 
ndt what you may see, but what the eternal God de- 
clares that should be your guide. Your Judge will not 
inquire at last whether you fancied it right to be earn- 
est in seeking the kingdom of God, but whether you 
listened to his decisions. He says. Strive to enter in 
at the strait gate. Labour for the meat tohich endur^ 
eth to everlasting life.'' You think probably tha^ a lit- 
tle formal religion will be sufHcient, but he says to such. 
Thou hast a name that thou Hvest and art dead ; / 
know thy works, that 4hou art neither cold nor hot : 
J would that thou wert cold or hot. So then, because 

•Phil. iii. 8. 'Luke xiii. 24; John \'ii. 27. 
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thou art lukewarm^ cmd.neithti' told nor hot, I com 
upew thee out of my month. Because thou sayest, I 
am rich, and increased with goods, cmd have need of 
nothing; and hnowest not that thou art wreUhed, 0^ 
miserciu, €md poor, and bliftd, and naked.^ If you. 
speak of making too much ado about reJigioB, will yon. 
stond to your owa words at la£t ? Will you say on yxHir 
death-bed, that the most prayerful and religious persoi^ 
that ever lived was too earnest in getting t<i heaven? 
Do saints in glory, think, they made too much ado to 
get there ? and that they might have reached it as well 
with less care and paios ? Bo lost souls in hell, novJ 
think, as they once did, that heaven was not worth so- 
tMch care and thought ? Do they think you can make too . 
much ado to flee from the everlasting burnings ? O could 
you see that world, to which you are hasteniog, could 
500 know what it is to stand before the etermd God» 
and hear your sentence from his lips, and could yoa 
taste, but for one short hour the joys of the blest, or 
^ the miseries of the damned, you would think no care 
and labour, and pains, and diligence, coidd be enough, 
in making your own salvation sure. Then if you saw 
saints, as eminent as Paul himself, aroUnd you, you 
might say to them, *< O how slow is ybxxt progress! how^ 
formal youv prayers ! how cold your zeal and love, to 
what theirs should be, who have such an eternity be* 
fore them!" 

, Ohj. 7. I love the pleasures of the world ; and wh^ 
should I enjoy them except in youth I 1 cannot give 
.them up. 

Afhs. But has not God declared, that living in pleas- 
ure is being dead while we li^^y What will the end of 
. your delights be I The pleasures of the world end in 
hitt^moes and gail. Often do they leave a stii)g,behi|id 
even hero; and, will sting the guilty soul with evcriast- 
. ing remorse liereafler. The paths of worldly pleasure 
conduct to endless pain. Remember that unhappy -lovcx 
of pleasure, whom tko Lord describes.^^ * He loved tho. 
delights of the world, and had them too; but died an^ 
awoke in hell. Ah dtsmtal end of a pleasant course ! 
How short, how wretched is that pleasure, which ends 
. ia such bitter and eternal sorrow! And cannot you give 

•gsv, iii. h le-XT. n Tim. v. (|fced by Cl?feW ivi. 19. 



see 

up the sinful delights of a foolish world .^ you must gisno 
them up, or must lose your soul. If you keep them it 
is at the price of your salvation. If you will not part 
with them now, you must at last part with them all, 
and then also part with every hope, and lose Go^ and 
Christ, and heavenly glory for them. If you choose 
them as your porti^, remember you choose damnation 
with them. 

Obj. 8' I might follow religion, but it is such- a ipel- 
ancholy thing, that I fear it would desttoy all the com- 
forts of my life. 

^ns* My young friend, what is real religion ? ts it 
not the knowledge of God ? and the enjoyment of his 
.love and favour 1 This constitutes the happiness of 
angels. And is that which makes them happy, a mel- 
ancholy thing? How you condemn yourself, and prove 
yourself to have a carnal mind, which is enmity against 
God, while you look on his service and love, as a source 
of gloom and dissatisfaction. But while you think re- 
ligion melancholy, it is dreadfully plain that you are 
not fit for the enjoyment of heaven, where every pleas- 
ure is religious. Wiio are they that charge religion as 
unhappy ?" Are they those who ha va tried what comforts 
it can afford? No; they will tell you they never knew 
what comfort was, till they found it in the paths of 
peace and piety. Who is it then ? It is a poor, foolish » 
distracted world; thai speaks evil of what it knows not. x 
*Would you believe a thief, that might be extolling the 
advantages of robbery, and representing honesty as 
contemptible and mischievous? and why will you be- 
lieve a world that is at enmity with God, when jt ex- 
tols the way of destruction, and represents the path of 
piety as bdse and contemptible ? 

It is true the most pious christians have some sorrows 
peculiar to themselves > but their sorrows spring, not 
from the religion they possess, but from the want of 
more ; an,d even in their tears of humble grief, there is 
more true satisfaction, than in the foolish laugh, and 
noisy merriment of the sons of pleasure. 

It is true also, that such an exercise of mind, as deep 
repentance, may embitter some of the first parts of 
their way, who are turning from the world to G<mJ. But 
is it not better to be troubled for sin here than in hell ? 

it skQi better to jrepent of sin in time, than to grievo 



A>r it tp «tpn[uty ? T^ fe^ evefti ihe ^ktei^st p;in^ 
pf peoitQnti^ -soi-fow ^or -days er Meek^ in this world, 
than burdonfsd wiUi sin to X^d j^ |i48«ry fotr ever a^a 
^.ver i 

Obj. 9. I capnot embrace religion) for a^ fny youn^f 
Iriaua^ find com{;|anjon^ are averse to it; a^nd were 1 to 
ipliowit, I must ipse the frie.ndabip of t^m.all. 

Ans. Yes, if you follow religion, you must conke ouf 
from' iike iporlfl^ a,nd ^ jsefmrate frttm them, an4 if 
they will not forsake the ways of s^u^ you must forsake 
them. B^^t, is t^ir loye tp you iSO great, that you 
should ruifi yo^r spul pn. their «a«count ? are you fioi 
grie.vjqg, and losing Jbetter fripuds while you are plea3r 
yog them! They did not ^ake yjo» an in>mo)'tal being, 
ybey h^vp not crowned your life wit^ comforts. It ip 
^jaiU'>(irpd that has do^e this; fin^ will you^sligkt your 
iso^ fpr thom ? They did ppt xe^pfon you. No one of 
ihpn^ has groa^ed^ ajad wept, .(li;i4 ^^^g^ed^ and thirst** 
jed, ^dblpd, and died for ypu.; but thjs, the JLord hap 
done; .and wiU you prefer thpwi tp him ? No pne .of 
J^ip Clin ch«er yoi> in 8w>k^ipss; cpmiort ypu ip deathi 
^nd make evpa the gieo^y gravp the p^^sage to ptprr 
/aal day. Nx) pjap of thpfn psyi thMS support ypu in .thp 
iapt pxtiwi??ty j or jief/iend ypu^ w?ben help i^ needed 
,fPost3 or wpl.coi»p your depa^,t<ed £oul tp glory and tp 
JSod; but aJl this, the Lord wouii dp; and sho,uld yo^j 
fiot prefer him pnd >js friendship to theirs ? Jf they cafl 
^akp up to ypu the ipss pf ^ Say^piMr; if tiiey cjin' givp 
you ft pU<5p in heaven; an^ s^ve yp^ fro» tJ*e pit pf 
jdestructipn; tliea cleave tp them. You knew they ean»- 
ippt; jf ppw cppipauip^ in e^, pnless yo<i, or they re- 
pent, yAu will sooa be ^p]?ipaf>ioBs in hell. 

Obj, 10. Rpligioi^ wopld ^e^poRe ine to the soor^ and 
f idicuU of i^y pprapa;)ions a^ Irieods^ 

4»^. Apd whffct 19 the ridicu^ yp^ foar? I^ it so jsp- 
j4o.us a^i evij, that tp avoid it ypp p^ioi^ld ru» into perdji- 
^ipH? Weiie not the j[>Ies^ Saviour ^i^d his app^tlep 
#cpf ned Aa<l deridftd J>y the ivor;ld i W^s not he i«e^lt- 
£jcl wMh prpfane »oc.king«, evipn in hif dying womeiU»? 
And did he endure such contempt for yog, and wjll yoH 
l-pfuse to ^nd^re « little opBtempt pnd deripipi^ for bim? 
^ut if ypu are afraid pf folU>wiBg Christ leat yooi §houid 
t»e laAighed at^ think which is wo^st, the silly ]^gh of 
laying n>en, pjt the ^tem^i frow» pf the etpy^pl HqA ? 
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Will you choose the last for the sake of missing the 
first? Is it not better to enter the way to heaven though 
all the world were to deride and despise you for doing 
6o; than to take the way to heil, though all the world 
Mere to applaud youi choice ? Will you, to avoid the 
scorner's laugh, lose God and Christ and glory ? Surely 
if you do, angels may pity, and devils deride such sense- 
less folly. 

Obj. 11. Whatever advantages may flow from relig- 
ion, yet it has many difficulties. 

^715. And has not sin its difficulties and its sorrows 
■too ? Is not the way of trawtgressors often hard! and 
always ruinous? If religion bids us sacrifice much, does 
not sin lead many to sacrifice more ? Do not youthful 
lusts hurry some to the gallows, and multitudes to the 
grave ? How many do thev sink from plenty to begga- 
ry! On how many othci's do they entail infamy, or dis- 
ease, where health might have been enjoyed! How 
many sleepless nights and painful days do they occasioni 
How many fears lest secret sins should come to light? 
and how many contrivances to conceal from detection, 
those crimes which lie open in the sight of God! Do 
the lewd, and the drunken, and extravagant, find no 
difficulties attendant on their crimes.^ Yes, my young 
friend, such are the difficulties of the ways of sin, that 
it often ruins reputation a^d health; blasts every pleas* 
ing hope ; destroys the body and damns the soul. Many 
have sufiered martyrdom for Christ; but where one has 
been a martyr for religion, thousands have been in ef» 
fiect, martyrs to sin. Excess in iniquity has shortened 
their days; and they have sacrificed their all in this 
world, and in that which is to come. And though re- 
ligion may have some difficulties, yet it is easier to 
overcome these, than to be lost for ever; especially as 
grace and strength from God and Christ are promised ; 
and as the further any one goes in the ways of relig- 
ion, the easier they will become. In a little while too 
all the christian's trials will cease. A few days or years 
are the moment for his conflict, but eternity the meas- 
ure of his rest. 

02^'. 12. Though I may not have just such a religion 
as you recommend, yet I have more than many ^round 
about me. I see some that go not to a place of worshij^ 
once a year, while I attend one frequently, and 1 hope I 
iiall fare better, than they. DgzedbyCoogle 
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Jf/w. If many have not even the outward forms of pie- 
ty, and you have nothing hut those forms, you are only 
taking a difierent road to the same wretched abode as 
they. If they choose destruction in one way, you should 
not choose it in another. You will not he judged by 
comparison with them. The Lord declares you mtist be 
horn again. He does not merely say you must excel 
your ungodly neighbours, or never enter eternal rest, but 
Verily i verily , I aay unto thee. Except a man be bom 
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the king- 
dom of God, Marvel not that I say unto thee. Ye 
must be born again. For I say unto you that except 
your righteotisness shall exceed the righteousness of 
thepcrihes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter in- 
to the kingdom of heaven} If you go on in your negli- 
gent course, will it comfort you, when cast into hell, \o 
think, that you fare as well as those ungodly creatures 
that may be perishing hy thousands round you ? What- 
ever others are, let it be your concern to be a Christian 
in sincerity; and whatever others do, let it be your first, 
business to make sure of the kingdom of heaven. 

Obj. 13. It is true, I have not jnuch religion, but I 
hope to repent at last. The thief on the cross in his last 
extremity found mercy ; and why should I despair? 
They who went at the eleventh hour received as much, 
every man his penny, as they who were called at the 
first. 

Ans, It is true God is merciful, but he is also just. 
Now is the day of mercy, and now he says. Let the wick' 
ed forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord, and he 
wil^Jiave mercy upon him, and to our God for he unit 
abundantly pardon,* But his word discourages their 
presumptuous hope who neglect him now, hoping to find 
mercy at last. Then shall they call upon me, but I 
will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they 
shall not find me,^ As for the case of the thief on 
the cross, it has been justly observed, that his situation 
was peculiar; he hung dying by the Lord of life; and 
God at that hour would glorify his Son. You can 
never be placed in his situation, and therefore have no 
ground from it to hope for mercy at last. It would be 

» John iii. ff, 7; Matt. v. £0. «Isa iv. 7. »Prov. i. 28. 
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more rea^onabfe for you fo ejfpect a (r^nsfation to heav- 
eh without dyihjg, because Enoch and Elijah tliuriweftt 
t'o gfory, than it is to hope for God*s rtiercy op yout 
rfeafh bed, because the dying thief Was ptfrdonedi IToa' 
read in the word of God of tSvo thjtt w6nt thos' to' heav- 
on; but, from the creation of the world to the death o^ 
Christy a peribd of above four thbiisand years, you rteanJ' 
bnt of ohe \v*ho found mercy in the hour of death. Aar 
fbv a hope* of he*aven, because' those who went ai thtf 
eleventh hour w'efe adhiitted, it is a hope' founded oil* 
delusion; Even if th^ parable were to be thufi infer-' 
pre ted, it would' tfffbrd nb ehfcoura^cnrent fdr dekiy. 
For thd/ who* \rent' at tHfe' eleventh hour, went cts st}oiv 
an tUey wer*e called, Tliey toere ri^ catted till the 
et^tenth; and listened as soon ag they were ; bufyoit^ 
ate called now. l*he day was riot quite gdne with' 
them; fliey Had one hour to labour" fbr their f^ord; but 
you Oil a sick bed' Wo'illd' HaX'e ifone. NTeverthel^ss-, it* 
i^ proper to add, that the paraWe is wholly misinter- 
preted when thus ap'ptied. That the reward mentioned^ 
doQs not mean the blessings of eftemity, is extremely^ 
evident fl-om ver. 11' and t^; where some ai*e repfe- 
senfed as ifturmuring, a*nd ai^' having that eriloi* rtalrg- 
nant eye, tvhich is the effect of an envidas tamper; but" 
such murmurings and dispoi^itions will not be foutwl 
afnidnjr the blesscfd; and consequently the parable ha*' 
no reference to their future state. The 16th ver. al**o' 
speaks ofmnnj?^ as bteing rejected. But this will not be 
the catse of any, that receive the pi*omis€ld crown: Th6 
intent of tlfe paTable seems' briefly this': the early la- 
bourer^ dertote the Jews, Who were- sOoh called into' 
the vineyard of Gad: the latter ofnes, the Gentiles, who' 
were called iriuch later to tlie enjoyment erf spirttua^ 
priviltJges aiid blessings; attd thd mutmurifig of tho^e"" 
called soon into the Virtefyard, ejtprcsscs the ihalignant 
mufmuriil'gsof tlite Je^vps, -W^lien the Gentiles were called^ 
tb partake of eqUal privileges with themselves. Many 
iUfltancesih which their envious disposition was displdy- 
cKl, are recorded irt tlie Nbw Testament. 

Ohf. 14. Wbidd you then h«iT^ me belieVe- thiit' aH* 
rfre going fo destructibn, who ard nt>t acquhlntcd vl-itli* 
that divine change in' whitA* you sfate reftgiott to cot*- 
sist? Few seem to know any thing of that; is it few 
^nly that are to be eaved? 
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Jins. Hyyotin^ friend, this ie not :ivhat I wonld make 
you believe, but what the eternal Judge declares. He 
assures you that his flock is small. He tells you that 
the way of life is narrow and b«t few travellers in it. 
His word says. Therefore , if any man be in Christy 
he is a new creature; old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new. For in Christ Je- 
sus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor tincir^ 
cumciston, but a new creature. Verily I say unto you. 
Except ye be converted and become «* little children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. For 
many are called, but few are chosen.^ Numbers are 
no proof of safety. God's judgments will not be turned 
aside, because the number that choose ruin is great. 
The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the na- 
tions that forget God.* If nations are unacquainted 
with religion together, together they must perish^ 
Numbers perished in Sodom for one that escaped. Hun- 
dreds of thousands pf the Israelites died in the desert, 
for one that reached the promised land. Millions per- 
ished in the* deluge, for one that was saved in the ark. 

Obj. 15. There are so many different kinds of relig- 
ions among christians, that I hardly know which to 
choose. 

Ans. And would you therefore choose none? But 
you mistake, my young friend, among real christians 
there neither is, nor ever was more than one religion. 
All that arc christians in sincerity, though they may 
vary on some minor points, unite in the most important. 
They all believejn repentance towards God ; and faith 
towards our Lord Jesus Christ; he is the only Saviour 
to whom they all look. They all are born again by 
the Spirit of God. They all live to the glory of God; 
and walk in the ways of holiness. They ail lay up their 
treasures in heaven ; and as pilgrims go through this 
world aspiring to a better. In this world persons wear 
clothes of different colours, or a difierent shape, but all 
possess the same limbs, and the same form. They 
epeak didbrent languages; and have been born in differ- 
ent lands; but they all belong to the same race ; all are 

sLuke xii. 32; J>fatt. vii. 14; 2 Cor. v. 17; Gal. vi, 15; 
Matt. rfllK 9i X5ii. 14. ♦Psalm ix. 17. 
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descended from the same parents. Se in religion, trua 
ehristians may be distinguished by a variety of small 
differenoes, but they are all related to the same Parent^ 
they are all begotten a^ain by the sikme Spirit. Ad ar- 
my may have many regiments, and these composed 
irom difierent nations, and wearing different un^orms^ 
but the same leader guides thorn; they form but one 
army eUlI. . Enlist my young friend, into the army or 
the Saviour; and as to the partictdar regiment to which 
you should attach yourself, make his word your guido^ 
In other words, embrace religion, and let the Scrip- 
tures teach you what denomination of real christians 
to join. 

Obj, 16. I have heard of so many crimes committed 
by 3'oung persons who professed religion, that I am dis- 
posed to think all who make such a stir about religioi^ 
are alike, and aro hypocrites at heart. 

Arts. What,t if they were ; would that set aside death 
and judgment, to which you are hastening? Would it 
unmake heaiveo and hell, one of which must be your 
eternal dwelling? Would it render the favour of God 
less valuable, or his anger less dreadful? Would it ex- 
cuse ypuT neglect of him? You are not to answer for 
them but for yourself. But perhaps the crimes that 
have given you disgust; were those of persons, sincere 
in heart, but unhappily drawn, in an unguarded mo- 
ment, into sin, which has since cost them many a week 
of bitter grief. Now if this were the case, should their 
unhappj^fall be a reason with you to neglect your God? 
Should you cut your throat because they have cut a lin- 
ger? If you saw a man stumble* on the edge of a coal 
pit, would you make that a reason for throwing your- 
self to the bottom? If you saw another slip his foot in- 
to the sea, would you make that a reason for throwing 
yourself Jieadlong, with a millstone round your neck,, 
into the mighty (kepi O, do not then, becaiise some, in 
the main sincere, may, by sin liave wounded thek own 
souls, cast yours into the pit of eternal perdition.- 

Obj. 17. If God have elected me to eternal life,.! 
shall be saved, and if he have not, it is in i^aia ior me 
to give myself any concern respecting it. 

^ns. You mu3t probably know tha^with respect to 
the ground of this objection, tliere is rwide dinerence 
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in the opinions of those that really loffe ike Lord Jestrw 
Christ. Nor is it your business to trouble yourself witi 
inquiries into the decreed of God, but to listen to what 
he enjoins; and he now commandeth ALX men evert 
WHERE to repent.^ God's foreknowledge as much os» 
tends to all the concerns of this world, as to tho state of 
souls in that which is to come. But what would you think 
of the farmer who might say, *"* I will not sow my fields, 
if God desig-n me a harvest, I shall have it." Or of e 
man fallen mto the sea, who might say, *' I will not get 
out, if God have decreed that I shall not be drowned, 
he will take me out.*' You would not argue, ** I will 
take no ibod, and though. I am but twenty, if God have 
decreed that I shall live to sixty, I shall live as weW 
without it as \^ith it" Do not then let Satan delude you 
to neglect an immortal soul by an excuse so frivolous 
and foolish^ that you would not for the same, deny vour 
perishing body even the food of a single day. Without 
inquiring into the secret things of God, remember theeo 
are his decrees. He that believethy mid is baptised shall 
be saved; hut he that believith not shall be damned, 
Except ye cat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink 
his blood, ye have no life in ynu. He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life ; and he that believeth 
not the Son, shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him. Except ye repent^ ye shall all like* 
wise perish.^ 

Obj. l^. I do not see that early religion cosnea to 
much; many that once professed it have forsaken it and 
become worse than ever. 

Ans. You must b© sadly blinded by ignorance, preju- 
dice, and sin, if you do not perceive that it is early pie- 
ty, which is commonly the most eminent, even is the 
present world. Some instances of this were mentioned 
in chaptjer 9, and many more might be added; for most 
of those who adorn religion, are converted young. It 
is true* a young hypocrite may prove an old apostate. 
If men in youth, wear religion as a form or mask, it is 
to be expected they will cast it aside; and probably, 
when that is done, be more profligate and abandoned 

5Acts xvii. 30* « 6Mark xvi. 10; John vi. 53; John iii. S6; 
J^uke.xiii. 8. 
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than they ever were. One devil might once appear to 
have left them, but seven to have taken possession of 
thorn, but not thus is it with the possessors of real,* 
youthful piety. Their path is that. of the just, shining 
more and more unto the perfect day. 

J^bj. 19. But I do not believe that God wilK beso 
•frict as he is represented. Nor do I believe that he 
will be offended with me for following my pleasiiree> 
and gratifying the inclinations of the nature lie has giv- 
en me. 

Jlns, So then your objections come to infidelit^jr at 
last. You do not believe what God declares; for it is 
ho that in bis own word represents himself thus relig- 
iously strict; it is he who there assures you that the 
end of a life of vanity and sinful pleasure^ is eternal 
death. You do not believe God, but listen to the 
tempter in preference to him. Thus was the world at first 
ruined. The tempter said to our parent, ** Ye shdil 
not surely die.** The lie was believed, and they were_ 
undone. As for following the inclinations of your na- 
ture, you might safely do so, if your nature were what ' 
it was, when' man came from his Creator's hands. 
Then were his dispositions holy. Or what rene»ved 
man .will be, in the eternal world. Then will all. cor- 
ruption be banished from him. Bat now your nature is 
corrupt and fallen; its dispositions earthly t sensual ^ 
and devilish. The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked, as I have endeavoured to 
shew you, Chap. 2, Sect. 4. It would be as safe for a 
man, in a fit of raging madness, to follow the sugges- 
tions of his disordered mind, as for you, in your fallen 
state, to follow those of corrupt nature. 

Obj. 20. After all that can be urged, I am determin- 
ed not to relinquish my pleasures, and become a poor 
melancholy creature. I will venture eternity. 1 will 
have my own way. 

»dn8. Alas! if these are your feelings, I would say to 
you,. it is your own way, and the downward road; it is 
not God*s, nor w\H it lead you to him. But if you have 
your way, depend upon it, by and by ho will have his. 
You ha\'e your day of sin, and your Judge will have his 
day of retribution. And what will ycm do in that <fay 
of visitation? 
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OBAPTBR ZXZZ. 

The young reader further urged to make no delay Hn 
giving himself up to God. 

Bect. 1. An interesting anecdote illustrfttiTe of the subject of 
. €be Chapter....s. 2. Deity the ruin of millions, and the souvce 
ikf dreadful evils.... s. 8. Some sad instances of the awftil con- 
sequences of neglecting to embrace the gospel.... s. 4. The 
folly and wickedness of delaying display ed....8. 6. Some of 
the happy consequence^ that wouM result to the young Read* 
er from making an immediate choice of early religion. 

Sect. I. fr is related, that a pious minister of the 
Itth century, .having finished prayer, and looking a- 
round upon his congregation, observed a young gentle- 
tnan just shut into |One of the pews, who discovered 
much uneasiness in that situation, and seemed to wish 
to get out again. The minister feeling a peculiar de- 
sire to detain him, hit upon the following singular ex- 
pedient. Tuminff towards one of the members of his 
church, who sat m the gallery, he asked him this ques- 
tion, aloud — •• Brother, do you repent of ydm coming 
to Christ.^** *« No, sir,** he replied, ** I never was hap- 
py till then ; I only repent that I did not come to him 
sooner.'* The minister then turned towards the oppo- 
site gallery, and addressed himself to an aged member 
in the same manner — ** Brother, do you repent that you 
came to Christ.^** " No, sir,** said he, ** I have known 
the Lord from my youth up.'* He then looked down 
upon the young man, whose attention was fully enga- 
ged, and^ fixing his eyes upon him, said, ** Young man» 
are you willing to come to Christ.^" This unexpected 
address from the pulpit, exciting the observation of all 
the people, so afiected hjm, that he sat down and hid 
his face. The person who sat next him encouraged 
him to rise, and answer the question. The minister re-^ 
peated it — «* Young man, are you willing to come to 
Christ.?" With a tremulous voice he replied, ••^Yes, 
air," "But toAen, sir.?*' added the minister, in a sol- 
emn and loud tone. He mildly ansvrared, «' Now, sir.'* 
*^ Tii^n stay," aiiidhc, ^ and hear tine word of God, 
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which you will find in 2 Cor. vi. 2; Behold, Kow is the 
accepted time ; behold, now is the day of salvation.**' 
By this sermon he was greatly affected; he went into 
the vestry, afYer service, dissolved in tears. That un- 
willingness to stay, which he had discovered, was oc- 
casioned by tlie strict injunction of his father, who 
threatened, that, if ever he went to hear the fanatics, 
he would turn him out of doors. Having now heard, 
and being unable to conceal the feelings of his mind, 
be was afraid to meet his father. The minister sat 
down and wrote an affectionate letter to him, which had 
so good an eflfect, that both father and mother came to 
hear for themselves. They were both brought to the 
knowledge of the truth; and fother, mother, and son, 
were together received with universal joy into the 
church. 

Does this yoiing man now repent that he listened im- 
mediately to the message of Godl Far from H ! God 
rewarded his immediate compliance, by bringing his 
parents also to the knowledge of the truth. 

Sect. 2. Already have you been entreated to make 
the sanie choice; and have you done so? or are you 
still for putting it off a little longer? 0! if you are, be 
assured that delay is one of the most successful of Sa- 
tan's infernal stratagems for ruining immortal souls; 
bell, it is to be feared, is filled with delayers. Multi- 
tudes that did not iptend to live and die neglecting 
Ciirist, yet have been persuaded to delay a little longer, 
and still a little longer, till death overtook them unpre- 
pared. Not merely, then, do I beseech you to give 
your youth to God, but to do so without delay: con- 
sider the dreadful evils of delaying. 

While you delay, your life is going; every sabbath 
leaves you one season of mercy less. Your heart is har- 
dening; and every day there is less hope of your conver- 
sion than there was the day before. While you delay, 
you are grieving the Spirit of God, and tempting him to 
leave you for ever; and, if he should, you will be undone 
for ever. The oflener he has called, the aeldomer he 
will call. The oftener you have slighted, or quenched, 
the impressions he l^s made on your heart, the. less prob- 
ability there is of your ever partaking of the grace of 
God. While you delay, you continue in your lost vad 
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Wrttlctiea stale; all yoar sins are upon you. You linger 
oa the brink of helf. You put off seeking mercy, but 
oannot put off t))Q approach of judj?ment. Alas! your 
judgment lingereth noty ctnd your damnation slumber* 
eih not. You lie down a^ night yfiih no security that 
yoa shall not awake in hell before the morning dawn». 
You arise in the morning to pursue your business, or your 
arousemetits, with no certainty of being out of endless mis- 
ery when the evening comes. What would you think ot 
a man playing with a weed while drowning, instead of 
accepting the help that shouidsnatch him from destruction? . 
Alas! how ruinous would be his folly! but, 0! bow much 
more ruinous is yours, while you put '■off attending to 
those things which belong to your everlasting peace ! 

"An hour improvM or lost may be 
More than a thousand worlds to thee." 

While you delay, you let Satan have his ends; it is^. 
enough for him if you will but put off, from time to time, 
turning to Christ; for he knows full well, though you 
forget it, that death will soon put this off for ever. While 
you delay, you live without one real blessing; you have 
. DO hope of glory; no interest in God; no place in heav- 
en. You insult the Mo?t High, who bids yoii to seeJL- 
him to-day. You are ungratefifl to his beloved Son, 
who did not delay to come and dio for wretched men^ 
Khen the appointed time arrived. 

Sect. S. Consider also how wretched has been the end 
of multitudes who have acted this part. Many are eter- 
nally shut out of heaven, and eternally shut up in hell^ 
through delaj^ng to turn to God! Some years back, I 
repeatedly visited an aged man, who was ill. He had 
spent nearly fourscore years without God in the world ;^^ 
but then professed sipicere penitence. Afier some time 
he nnexpectedly grew better, and a little space more was 
added unto his li&; but apparently added in vain. When 
his health was restored, he seemed to serve the same 
bard master again, as he had always served. But illness 
soon returned; and it was understood that he died mis- 
erably. I knew another person, that once seemed mucb 
in earnest in inquiring for spiritual blessings; but, aby 
delay! after a time he grew comparatively careless. God 
BOW visited him with a paii;^ul «£Qiction. I saw him at 
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tK&t tkii«; h« neemed Mnsible df ^ s^ md Mtf, mA- 
penitent for it. At leti^k divine mercy iiiToured km 
once morb i^itU health; bat when health returned, th^ 
serious impresiiioAe thit he Appeared to bin^e iA i^eis, 
f!ed awaj. Again he g^rew careless (>fkiB CrOd. Agaift 
he deldyed; but, ah ! not for a long period: in his case^ 
also, illness somi returned. His soul was now iHkd with 
distress and misery, and death 'summoned the tmhapp^r 
cl-irainal to Che bar of hi6 God. Shall i relate another 
anecdote? A youn^ person called vipota an ag^ mwo^ 
afBicCed wttb mheas^ and faast«nidg to the grave; the 
youth spoke to hhn of the blessed SaTieur ami the pre^ 
ok)us gospel: (or a few minutes he listened with eeiioiur 
attehtion, then bcirst into a flood of It^ars, And ezclanmedr 
** Ah ! my young friend, had I thought on these things 
thirty or forly years ago, what a happy man might I now 
have been, but now (wringing hia hands) it is toe late;; 
lieil must be my portion for ever. 

** A-nd shall 1 gay, *' Tis yet too stfon 
To seek for heaven, or think of deatkT' 

A Aower may fiide before 'tis noon. 
And I this day resign my breath. 

If this rebellious heart of mine 
Despise the Gracious calls of Heaven, 

I may be harden*d in my sin. 
And never have repentance given.'* 

Sect. 4 The w6rd of the Most high iaye, Ti[h4aj^if 
ye will hear Ms voice, harden not pour htarts;^ and 
thkt is a modt important question, WUt thou not from 
(his time cry unio me. My Father, thou art the guide 
>'iof thy youtkP Can you, will you, hesitate to say. Great 
Ood, thou Bhalt be the ^ide of mine ? What ! . hesitato 
whether to seek God as your portion, and your Father^ 
«r to have no interest in him ! What ! hesitate whether 
Ohrisrt shall be your Saviour, or Safan your tormentor; 
whether heaven or h^ll shall be your inheritance! wheth- 
er angels Or dbvib shall be your eompaniona ! If yoa 
will delay, consider well what yeu are about, and do it 
deliberately. Try if you can make a memortodum ta 
this effect: "That, having weighed the impertaac^ of 

^eb. iv. 7, 2Jar. ai. 4. 
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tnte religion, y<Mi yert Tcsolve to pay it no attention at 
present ;— that you resoive, for some years more, to plunge 
deeper and deeper in the service of the devil ;^ — that 
though you are persuaded your present path conducts to 
iiell, yet that you will not so soon leave the way to hell 
for that to heaven;*- that, though living everyday on the 
goodness of God, you resolve to spend at least some 
years more in insulting him, in forgetting his Jove, in 
abusing his mercies, and in tempting hijn to cut you down 
as a cumberer of the ground, to send you to perdition; — 
that though the blood ofthe Saviour was slied to redeem 
you yet that you will spend some years more in all man- 
ner of ingratitude to him, and in doing what you can to 
defeat the end for which he died; — and that having done 
all this till, if God spare you, all the best and prime of life 
is past, that you will then profess to forsake these evil 
ways; will declare that you are very sorry for what you 
have so wilfully done; and that you then will offer to 
God the wretched dregs of a life spent in serving the de- 
vil.'* Could you commit to writing such horrid resolu- 
tions as these? If you could not, ! do not do by your 
actions, what you would not profess by your words; for, 
remember ttiat * actions speak louder than words.' 

Sect. 5. Rather be persuaded this day to cast yourseJ^T 
at the Saviour's feet. Happy then would this day be to 
you. Happy would be this year. Happy is the day to 
the condemned criminal, in which he finds forgiveness; 
b'jt happier far would be the day to you, that brought 
you to the btessf>d Jesus for mercy and life; that led yovi 
to him for deliverance from all your s^ul-destroying sins. 
Inexpressibly happy would be the day for you, in which 
God received you as his child, in wWch Christ and heaven 
became your own. O! if, this day you would, in sincer- 
ity, cry to God, * My Father^ thou art the ^uide of my 
youth;'' if you wouM this day look to the Lamb of God, 
and commit your soul to bis care; long would it be a mem- 
orable day for you: you miffht remember it with pleas- 
ure on a sick-bed, in your dying hour, and in the eternal 
world. Then, at some future period of life, you might 
eay, " Alas! I gave my youth to the world, to sin, and 
folly, for t«o many sinful years! But, ! I remember 
the day when XJod turned my feet into the paths of peace. 
Blessed day ! it has been the sooice of a thousand com- 
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fortf to me. 1 was a poor, IhoughtTess creature^ but God 
met witb me, and pitied my dying soul.'* If this, or any 
other little volume like this, Wbre made the means of 
awakening your mind, you might have to add, "With a 
careless heart I began t6 read even of those things which 
belonged to my everlasting peace; blessed be the nan)o 
of the Lord, That I laid the book down with feelings so 
different frpm those with which I took 'it up." The 
Scriptures tell us, that at one time the tribes of Judah 
and Benjamin, and other Israelites, entered into a cove- 
nant to seek the Lord God of their fathers, viith all 
their heart and with all their sojul. And they sware 
unto the Lord mith a loud voice, and with shoutings 
and with trumpets, and with cornets. And all Judah 
rejoiced at the oath; for they had sworn with all their 
heart, and sought him with their whole desire; and he 
was found of them; and the Lord gave them rest round 
about. 

O be persuaded now to yield yourself to God ; and 
then next new-yedr's-day shall find you walking in the 
way to heaven, or landed there. In either case, how 
blessed a change, would the grace o/ God have made 
in your condition! Should you be spared for future 
years, how happy an alteration would it be, though you 
began the year in sin, long ere it ended, to have found 
forgiveness for all your sins; — to have begun it a child 
of wrath, and before it ended, to be a child of God; — 
to'have begun it without any part in one spiritual bles- 
sing, and, ere it ended, to be able to say, ** Ood and all 
his love, Christ and all the riches of his grace, and all 
the sweet promises of Scripture, and all the glories of 
heaven, are mine I" But, perhaps, before even this 
year shall conclude, your mortal course may finish. li* 
it should do so, and none can tell that it will not, how 
infinitely important is it for you, v/ithout an hour's de- 
lay, to flee to Christ; for, then, how happy a year would 
even this, though your last year, be to you! How- 
changed next new-year's-day would your state then 
appear! O^ ^^PPJ change! to have begun the year on 
earth, and ended ft in heaven; — to have begun it with 
^an, and end it with God; — to have begun it unac- 
quainted with the ways of peace, and, ere the year con- 
ciaded> to have found' the way, have ft>ug|\L^Jf§^^^®> 
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msA JAcohf^d tht priie;-*-4o bave^dfaa ft iktht)ij|hf!*«, 
prayerkss cretitare ; ecnd, before it ended, to h<i?e letttn* 
ed 10 commans with God below, and to havo begun 
•omtuimion with bim above )*^to have begun itlfiir ffoni 

Scaoe, and Chrkt, and heaven; and, era it ended, 1A 
a^e foand salvation, and to be a eottipanion of angeli 
and Baiatb In the regions of glory. May the Ood oi all 
Iftaoc majie yoo, fVom this Iwur, a child of hid dWB,. in* 
cad through 'ChiHdt the Lord! Amen, 



GBAVTBB xaexxz. 

hrief nddress to several classes of persons; and a f&^ 
direetions to the j^ung Christitm, 

S^ECT. 1. Brief address to the irreligious children of piom pa- 
rent8....8. 2. To the children of irreligioitt parents.. ..d. S. 
To irreligietn pareDtfi....$. 4. Eight diredtiolit to the yoong 
Christian.. ..s. 5. Prayer. 

To tlie irreligious children of pious parents, 

Sect. 1. Mr yoeni; friends, mueh of what has beite 
liere said to dll, applies with peculiar force to you. 
Ton htkv^ p^ct>lior privilegea; and yoar youthful aina 
are ptofwrtiionabhr ^esiter and hoavief than fhdse €f 
ethers?. €^d baa laid yam uader eapecial obligations t^ 
live to him; and, if yon perish, your ruin will be fai 
more dreadful than theirs, who have been brought up 
in the midst of ignoea^co and sin. Alas! you have lr\'eil 
in the midit Of 8]liritual p^rivileges; yet had them all ih 
vain. Y<ni have been bicraght, from yout infancy, t^ 
the hmise ^ 66d, yet g«n6 there in vain, or wonMi than 
in vain; you ate, porhape, almost hardened in carelesi 
neglea of whAt you have hwardso longj to so little pur*^ 
pose; Tou have beard of snefcy, yet have no part in it. 
¥oa have heatd of beafven, yet have no title to its blessings. 
Voa hav« heard of JesW, but not sought him* as yoof 
Baviour* You have heard of Ood , IntH^^mt chosen him «l 
youif F4kther. Yovflg as yoo are^ for how many yeaw 
have the prayeM of your parents ascended to God ft^ 
y>m, but they are not yet answered. ¥m Ww many yeat« 
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h«v6 yd^ Men others coming forward to devote tbem- 
selves to God, and yet you have Dot done so. They, who 
were onqe the vile and the profligate, enter the kingdom 
of God$ hut you go not in. You have probabiy seen, 
many, who had not sat under the gospel a quarter of the 
time that you have done, forsaking the world to follow 
Jesus. You have probably seen many that had been 
brought up in the abodes of ignorance, and^ by parents 
that are going to destruction; yes, you have seen such 
young persons forsaking the way of their parents, to conte 
to Christ; yet you, children of the kingdom — you, nursed, 
as it were, in the house of God,-^you, whose parents 
would rejoice to lead you with them in the path to faea^ 
ven, yet you refuse to go. Are you happy ? Do you not 
often feel an inward sting ? or have you resisted God so 
long, that he has loH: you to hardened hearts ? If thb 
be not the case, do not you feel that you are still in afi 
awful state ? Can novels, or vain companions, drive the 
thoughts of your condition quite away? Do not you feel 
that something is wanting ? That something is religion. 
Perhaps you have pious parents in heaven. Would yoa 
not join them there ? There, is but one way to do so: 
make their (Sod and Saviour yours. Perhaps your parents 
are still on earth, sorrowing over their ungodly ohildi^n. 
Shall God guide them, and Satan you? Heaven be their 
abode, and hell yours ? Will you so live as to he sutes 
ere long^ to lose them for ever ?• Alas! you are ^moog 
the most guilty of mankind; and your sins the most iaex.- 
cusable. Your neglect of Christ is particularly wickod« 
and particularly dreadful. Your future account will h% 
awfully strict, and inexpressibly terrible, when all your 
abused privileges and mercies are brought forward in the 
judgment against ydu, to shew the aggravations.of your 
sins, and to double your condemnation. O! lay up, then» 
a better portion for futurity, than the bitter fruits of soeh 
youthful sins. When you see those, who have ba4 nejie 
of your peculiar advantages, pressing into the kingdom 
of God, O! let it sthr up you to deplove your past folly, 
and to enter in at the strait gate. In, pity to youiael?e^, 
ohoose religion ; have compassion on your own highly- 
favoured souls. You would not make a fellow-cieature 
wretched for a month; do not, by abusing your privileges 
^y longer, make ypur own souls doubly wretched for 
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efBrnity. You may be happy; and will yon not? Yoti 
might glorify God, as many, who never had iialf youi* 
privileges, are doing, by lives devoted to him; and will 
you not? .O listen to the persuasions that have been ad- 
dressed to yon! Flee to God, and be happy. 

But, perhaps, you, who read these lines, have felt at 
(imes the importance of religion. Once you promised 
fair, and seemed about to enter the way of life; yet, alasl 
the pleasing hope was blasted, and you became careless 
again. O, once more insider your ways ! After all 
your awful delays, turn to Go4l^ and the past shall be for- 
given and forgotten. But if you will not, if you wiS 
quench the Spirit still, O ! remember, tliough you may 
iorget the teajs you shed, tlie desires ypu ejq)res8ed, the 
impressions you felt, yet God forgets them not. .They all 
stand recordod agaimst ybu^ -and you, hereafter, may fTiul 
the truth of the remark, that " slighted convictions are, 
ibe worst death-bed companions."* 

Sect. ^. To the children-af irreligious parents. 

You, my young friends, have not had all those advan- 
tages which many have enjoyed. You,, perhaps, ]>ave 
been almost nursed in crimes^ and to tl»e evil propensi- 
ties of your hearts, has been added the fatal influence of 
their evil example, who should have taught you better 
things! Yet, notwithstandmg all the guilt of your lives, 
remember, that God b no respecter of persons; and, if 
you listen to his voice, none will be more welcome to his. 
kingdom than you. Yours lias indeed been a wretched 
condition. To have lived so long in the midst of igno- 
rance, has mude yours a pitiable stute. But Ggd is wil- 
ling tQ receive you, and t« number you with his children. 
If you give your youth to Christ, he will not love or bless 
you the less, because you may not have one friend on 
earth travelling in the way to heaven. All those bless- 
ings *that have been mentioned, as the portion of the 
young christian, you, by coming to Christ, may obtain as 
your portion. Consider not, tlien, whiit your friends or 
relatives are, but what God would have you to be; und" 
what, on a dying-bed, yon jvill wish to have been. Per-^' 
k&ps you have to say, ** I have beefi taught to serve Sa« 
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4an, to profane the stfbbatb, to lnu^ et reli^n, «nd \m^ 
do my own soul ;*' yet, if you have to mako'^tli^is sa4 
complaint, O! be persuaded to add, ** But I will listen to 
these instnictiona no more. If I cannot take my frienda 
with me to heaven, I will strive to go myself. If I ouin 
not save their souls, I will seek salvation for my Qwo.*' 
Many that, like yon, have been trained up uGi vice and 
folly, have fori>aken the paths of sin; have turned to God; 
have honoured religion; h^ve been distiBguished for their 
piety on earth; and shine in glory for evermrtte. A^4 
would not you be like them? you may. Yield yourmtf 
to Jesus, and you will. 

Sect. S. To irreligious Parents. 

If the importance of early religion is so |;reat, bow 
much should your affection for your children urge upon 
you to improve every means for bringing them to a knowl- 
edge of it! How great is your guilt while you trifle with 
your own salvation; and, by your exam]$Ie, teach your 
children to trifle with theirs! Ancient beatbei^is are rela- 
ted to have presented their offspring to be burnt alive, 
as ofierings to that horrid idol, Moloch. And do not you^ 
in reality, not a still more shocking part, if you train up 
your offspring in that way which will make them the 
slaves to Satan here, and sink them to hell hereafter ? 
Where is your pity for your children, if you have no oity 
for their immortal souls ? And where is your pity for their 
6oul6, if, by your example, you teach them to profane the 
sabbath, and to negle(it God, and Chri»t, and heaven ? 
You' would be filled with horror at the thought of being 
their destroyers ; yet, which, at last, will appear the 
|rreater cruelty, to destroy the bodies or your children, or» 
by your sinful negligence, to sink to damnation their im- 
mortal souls ? O, as you love your offspring, shew your- 
selves their real friends, by teaching thein to seek tha 
friendship of their Ood! 

Sect. 4. To the young Christian, 

Adet having used so many persuasive motives, to in- 
duce the careless to embrace the Grospel, I may now 
uith pleasure address you, who are & partaker of those 
Bfunlual blessings, whicK are so vast, that ti^ir worths 
can never be unmlded^ excepting in the realms of ever- 
lasting <tey. Happy we. you, my |Oj^ii£^feis|¥(i and, if 
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faithful unto death, you. will soon be unspeakably hap- 
pier. » Allow me, before I bid you farewell, to suggest 
to you a little a^ectionate advice. 

; JDireetion. 1. 4ie thankful: you have peculiar reason 
for gratitude. Look round you, and see what multi- 
tudes die in sin; what thousands float down, the torrent 
of iniquity, that bears thera to perdition. And why are 
not you on^of the number? It is the grace of God 
that has made you to differ. Perhaps you are poor, 
you are employed in the factory, the fields, or the mill ; 
■Wid many others arc employed around you, who are 
unacquainted with the blessings of religion; and why 
are not you, like them, poor for both worlds ? Wh^ 
have you riches that will endute, when those of this 
world perish ? 

<« 'Twas the same Love that spread the feast, 

That sweetly 'forced you in ; 
Else you had still refused to taste. 

And perish'd in your sin." 

Pethaps you are plaeed amidst wealth and splendour, 
but you have learned to seek more enduring riches. If 
fifo, you have double cause for gratitude. Few that are 
in Bucli circumstances find the safe, tie. narrow way. 

Direction 2. Be prayerful. Cherish a spirit of devo- 
tion. There can be no religion without prayer. The 
word of God says, Pray without eeasins^. Be careful 
for nothing; but in every thing, by pi ayer, and sup' 
plitation, with thanks gij)ing, let your requests be 
madt known unto Ood. idnd the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall keep your, hearts and 
minds, through Christ Jesus* When thou prayest, 
enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, 
pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father, 
which 8€€th in secret, shall reward thee openly. Ask, 
and it shall he siven you ; seek, and ye shall find ; 
knock, and it shall he opened unto you; for every one 
that askethy receiveth; and he that seeketh, findeth ; 
and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened.'^ 

Have stated times for devotion. At the very leasts 
begin and end every day with God. You cannot justly 

1 1 Thess. v. 17; Phil. iv. 6, 7; Matt. vi. 6; vii. 7, 8. 

Digitized, by LjOOQIC 



286 

aspect to keep religion alive in yonr heart with leiss 
than this. Take time ijrom sk«p, sooner than want 
time for prayer. Watch against formality in your devcF- 
tions. It is heartfelt, not cold, thou^ studied prayers, 
that are acceptable to Qod. Chensh a devotional spirit; 
and, beside;^ your intercoorse with Qod in stated seasons 
of prayer, often be looking up to him; and ever go to 
him in the name of Jesus. Remember that, in the hour 
of prayer, God, in a peculiar manner, is pre&ent with 
you. Go into your closet, or dbwn on your knees, for 
prayer, with as much reverence as if you beheld the 
great and blessed God. Could you ascend into heaven, 
every morning ^d evening, to ofier your devotions to 
the Most Highv and then return again to earth; what a 
life of holiness would you lead! what fervent prayers 
and thanksgivings would you offer ! O ! consider that 
you are as much before tlie heart-searching God now 
aa you would be then, and that he as much knows your 
desires and hears your requests. 

Direction 3. Be humble. Be clothed with humility.^ 
Wear it as a garment; let it appear in all your inter- 
cK>urso with God and man. Pride goeth before destruC' 
ion. Nothing would give Satan more advantage against 
yon than pride. This would make you self-conceited, 
Hnd unwilling to be reminded of your defects; and the 
next step to this is ruin. Remember what you were — 
a child of wrath ; — what yoii are — a frail, defective 
creature; — and what you should be— holy as a saint in 
heaven-*-ptfr/ecJ as your Father in heaven is perfect 
When you compare yourself with what, according to 
the declarations of the Lord, you" ought to be, yoa 
may cry out with one in former times, " Blessed Je- 
sus, either these are not thy words, or we are not chri^* 
tians;-* and, while this is the case, you should cherish 
imi^ility. 

IHrectum 4. Cleave to Jejras. Make him your air m 
(ill. Let his death be your hope, his life your pattern, 
his promises your encouragement, his precepts your 
., guide. Watch against every thing that would lead yo« 
to rest your hopes on any foundation, except Jesus 
crucified. Hemember, that you always were, that yo« 

siPet.v.5. 
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still are, and ever 'will be, at the best, but an unprol^- 
able servant. Keep in mind that the Lord has said, 
xtnthaut me ye^ can do nothing.^ Apply to him for 
f)trength, and grace, and every good. Consider that 
yote are not ifour own ; that you are not to live to 
yourself, but to Christ ; and that this should be the 
governing desire ol' your heart, that the Lord Jesus 
Christ may b& magn^ied and honoured in you, in your 
life and death.^ 

Direetum 5. FoHow Jioliness, and iivo to the glory 
of God. Christianity is a religion all heart and soul ; 
and you, having embraced it betimes, have the best 
opporl unity for oxemplifying its power. The slotliful 
servant is a wicked servant. The fruitless tree is a 
cumberer of the ground. Jesus expects more then the 
leaves of a fair profession ; he expects the fruits of ho- 
liness. When hp compares the divine word to seed, he 
represents it, in his real disciples, as producing thirty, 
sixty, and even a hundred foldJ* Though more in 
some than others, yet much, even where least. You 
have much to do for the glory of God, for the honour 
of Christ, for the welfare of others, and the benefit of 
your own soul. Though your situation should be ever 
so humble, though you should even have but one talent, 
yet by the silent, but powei:ful eloquence of a life of 
constant holiness, you may do much to recommend the 
gospel. 

Direction 6. Improve every, help for growing in 
grace. With this view, attend some place of worship, 
where the gospel is faithfully preached. Make those 
your fnends who are the friends of Christ, and whose 
converse and counsel will help you onward to heaven. 
By all means seek admission into the church of Christ. 
You have no right to the honorable name of christian^ 
till you Are a member of it. Be not satisfied with mere- 
ly hearJKg of Jesus, but confess him; avow yourself -on 
the Lord's side, and openly take part with his people. 
Search the Scriptures; read them daily, with prayer, 
for divine humiliation, and the divine blessing. I would 
also, particularly recommend 4o you to read such prac- 

3John XV. 5. <Phil. i. 20; 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20." 
'«Matt. xiv. 265 Luke xUi. 7; Mark xi. 18, W; Matt. xiii,«. 
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t*M!al works as Baxter's Saint's Rest, Doddridge's RisQ 
and Progress, Buck's Young Christian's Guide, &c. &c. 

Direction 7. Live above the world. Consider it your 
chief business on earth to glorify God, and get safe to 
heaven. Confess yourself a stranger and pilgrim upon 
earth; and keep eternity and heaven in view. Thus 
strive to entertain no more regard for the world than 
you will have for it, when, in death, yo\^ are leaving 
it for ever. " Pray, as for eternity; hear, as for eter- 
nity; live, as for eternity; obey, and do evei^ thing as 
for eternity." 

Direction 8. Be faithful unto death. The young fol- 
lowers of Jesus are exposed to many snares; so many 
that, while the aged christian rejoices over young dis- 
ciples, he may, excepting over a few M'ho seem to be 
too firmly rooted to be shaken, rejoice with trembling. 
Irreligious connexions are amon^ the most fatal snares. 
Alas! there is too much truth in the severe observation; 
** How few young professors are there, who will not 
forsake their christian friends and their Redeemer, for 
an ungodly wife or husband." Watch against all the 
snares that would entangle your feet ; and all the flesh" 
ly lusts that war against the soul. Keep in view the 
blessings promised to those who persevere. When the 
world tempts you aside, think of Peter's words: Lord^ 
to whom shaU we go? thou hast the words of eternal 
life! I once knew a poor man, who, in eoirly life, be- 
came acquainted with religion, but who afterwards 
wandered from God; though, for a number of years 
before his death, he was restored to the paths of peace. 
He mentioned to*me how much happiness he had found 
in religion, in the early part of his christian course.! 
Peace with God made his life pleasant. The night and 
the day were alike cheerful; and fear and grief fled far 
from him. But these .words, or words to this effect, 
were suggested to him, and run in his mind : ** What 
need so much ado about religion.?" For a time he re- 
sisted, but at length yielded to the tempter. He went 
backwards, and Satan triumphed.^ And now farewell 
to peace; his comforts were gone. Distress haunled 
him; he could not lie dovv?* at night without fear of 
waking in eternal torments before the morning came. 
He found it a bitter, as well a? a guilty thing, to forsake 
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his RedeemCT. And, though hewasr afterwards restored 
to God, he stated to me, on one occasion, that he did 
not find that degree of happiness which he had experi- 
■enced beforQ his fall. Hold fast, then, what thou hast, 
4hat no man take thy crown.^ 

Sect. 5. A Prayer for the young Christian. . 
Great and most compassionate God, with what pleas- 
ure should T[ approach thee, since thou hast taught mte 
to call thee my Father, and hast condescended to be- 
come my God. Thy love to me has been as unceasing 
-as the flight of my time; and O! thou hast taught me 
to indulge the ecstatic hope, that thou wilt be my por- 
tion in a better world, when time, with all its periods, 
is no more. I bless thee, my God; I praise thee for 
what I am, and what- 1 have, and what I hope for. I 
am, I trust, through thy grace, a child of thine, though 
once I was an enemy to then. For ever be (hy love 
adored ! for softening my hard heart, for enlightening 
my benighted mind, for loading me to Jesus, and giving 
mo every good in him. O my Father! the praises of all 
the inhabitants of heaven, through ten thousand ages, 
would not sufficiently *extol thy love t© me; and, alas"! 
how mean are my feeble oiTerings. O my Saviour! I 
jowe thee a debt which I shall never be able fully to 
acknowledge. Train me, O my God! for that world 
where I shall praise thee, in sweeter strains, * while 
immortality endures.* Let me keep that world in view; 
and lead me forward, till thou dialt fix me safely there. 
Ever let gratitude dwell in my heart, and praiees fipvr 
from my lips. Let prayer, aJTit is my highest privilege, 
ever be my dear delight. While I am pursuing rhy pil- 
grimage to eternity, may I daily, and often in the day, 
hold sweet communion with thee, Lord. To thee 
may I flee in every hour of temptation or grief, to tell 
thee all my heart; and show thyself the hearer of my 
prayers. Let me hedcthed with humility. Let me 
manifest this grac#iri all my intercourse with mankind. 
May I feel my defects, reach at higher holiness, and 
lie, with a lowly spirit, at the foot of the cross. May I 
abide in Clirist, as the life of my soul, the foundation r 

«Rcv. iii. 11. .feedbyL^OOgle 
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my hopes, the source of my comfort, and my all in all. 
While I trust his death, may I imitate his life; and, by 
consistent holiness, adorn the gospel I profess. Let thy 
word be dear to me. May its treasm'cs be hidden in 
my heart; and when I search its sacred pages, may it 
be with a humble, teachable mind; and may thy Spirit 
deign to be my instructor. May thy house and ordi- 
nances be the delight of my soul; and may I live on 
earth, looking forward, with longing desire, to thy 
house above. Let me confess myself a stranger upon 
earth, have ray affections set on heaven; and may I feel 
that ail which worldly men esteem most important, is a. 
trifle to me, who hope soon to appear in thy presence 
above. My God, for Jesus' sake grant these blessings, 
and this one more request: Keep me faithful unto death; 
and, when I have done and borne thy will here, with 
robes washed in the blood of Jesus, may I enter thy 
kingdom, and unite in the triumphal song — Salvation 
to our God, which sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb, for ever and ever! Amen. 
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